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VOTA6B$y 8ITTLEMBNTS, WAKS, AND TRADE, OV THE 
TRENCH IN THE EAST INDIES. 

WHEN I began this work, I took an oath that I 
would adhere ftriâly to truth ; and hitherto I am 
able confcientiouily to declare, that I have not departed 
from it. May my band wither. If it (hould happen, that 
by a predileâion, which is but too frequent, I (hould 
either deceive myfelf or others with refpeA to the faults 
of the French nation. I will neither extenuate the good 
nor the evil which our anceftors have done ; and the For- 
tuguefe, the Dutch, and even the Englifli themfelves, are 
the people whom I will call upon to atteft my impartial- 
ity. Let them read, and pronounce my fentence. If 
they (hould find that I have remitted in favour of the 
^ French that feverity with which I have treated them, I 

five them leave to clafs me among the number of thofc 
atterers, who for thefe two thoufand years paft, have 
poifoned the minds of the people, and of their fovereigns ; 
let them add my volumes to the numerous monuments 
there are exifting of the fame kind of meannefs ; let them 
fufpeâ me. of having given way to the impredions of ter- 
rors, or of having been feduced by the allurement ef 
hopes ^ let them treat me with the utmoft contempt, 
l^cL IL A 
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jincient revolutions of The ancient Gauls, almoft al- 
the commerce in France, ways at war with each other, had 

no other intcrcourfe but fuch as 
fayage nations, whofe wants are always few, can have 
with crch other. Their connexions abroad were ftill 
more circumfcribed. Some navigator» from Vann«a car- 
ried earthen-ware to Great Britain, where they bartered 
it for dogs, flares, tin, and furs. Such of thefe articles 
as they could not difpofe of at home, were conveyed to 
Marfeilles, and exchanged for wines, duffs, and fpices» 
which were brought there by traders from Italy or 
Greece. 

This kind of traffic was not carried on by all the Gauls. 
It appears from Caefar's account, that the inhabitants of 
Belgia had prohibited the importation of all foreign com- . 
modities, as tending to corrupt their morals. .They ima- 
gined that their own foil was fufficiently fruitful to an- 
Iwcr all their wants. The Celtic and Acquitanian Gauls 
were not fo ftnd. To enable them to pay for the com- 
modities they might procure from the Mediterranean, and 
for which the demand was continually increaling, they had 
recourfe to a kind of labour tbat had never before occur- 
red to them : they coUedled with great care all the gold 
dud that was brought down with the fand along the ftream 
of feveral of their rivers. 

Although the Romans had neither a turn for trade, nor 
held it in any kindof eftimation, it neceffarily incrcafed in 
Gaul, after they had fubdued, and in fome meafure civi- 
lized it. Sea-ports were eftablifhed at Aries, Narbonne, 
JSourdtaux, and other places. Magnificent roads were 
everywhere made, the ruins of which we dill behold with 
.adonifhment. Every navigable river had its company of 
merchants, to whom considerable privileges were granted. 
Thefe were called nautes, and were the agents and fprings 
.of a general circulation. 

This riling fpirit was checked by the inroads of the 
Franks and other barbarous nations ; nor was it redored 
to its former aélivity, even when thefe robbers had eda- 
blidied thcmfelves in their conqueds. To their favage 
fury fucceeded an unbounded paflioii for wealth, to gra- 
tify which, they had recourfe to every kind of oppreffion. 
Every boat that.came to a town was to pay a duty for en- 
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trance,, another for the falute» a third for the bridge» a 
foarth for approaching the (hore, a fifth for aochorage» 
a ûxth for leave to unload, and a feventh for ftore-room. 
Land carriages were not more favourably treated, and 
were expofed to the infufTerable tyranny of cuftom-houfe 
officers, who were difperfed all over the country. Tltcfe 
cxcefles were carried fo far, that fometimes the goodft 
brought to market did not produce enoagh to pay the ez* 
pences incurred before the falc of them. A total difcou- 
ragement was the necelFary confequence of fuch enonni* 
tics. 

Cloifters fooD became the only places where induftry 
prevailed, and manufaélures were carried on. The monlu 
were not then corrupted by idlenefs, intrigue, and de» 
bauchery. Ufeful labours filled up the vacancies of an 
edifying and retired life. The mod humble and robuft of 
them fhared the toils of agriculture with their vaflals. 
Thofe to whom nature had imparted lefs ftrength, or more 
underftanding, applied themfelvea to the cultivation of the 
negledled and abandoned arts. All of them in filence and 
retirement were engaged in the fervicc of their country, 
thefubftance of which their fucceilbrs have inceifafitly de* 
voured, while they difturbed its tranquillity. 

If thefe recUife perfons had not had recourfe to any of 
thofe iniquitouH meafures that have led them to the de^ee 
of wealth to which we now fee, not without indignatioft» 
they have attained, the)' mu{i neceffarily have acquired in 
procefs of time, as it was one of the immediate effeâs of 
their cooftitution. The founders of monafteries had not 
the leaft idea of the confequence, though evident enough 
of the aufterity, they impofed upon a monailic life. They 
were not aware of the accumulation of riches, the limits 
of which it is impofllble to fix, whenever the annual reve- 
nue exceeds the annual expenditure. This expenditure 
being always the fame, and fubjeéi to no vanation, except 
that of the circumftancts which raife or lower the price of 
provifions ; and the overplus of the revenue being conti- 
nually accumulating, mud at leneth, however Irining we 
may fuppofe it, form a great mais of wealth. The pro- 
hibiting datutes enaâed with refpedk to poifeflioBS in 
mortmain, may therefore retard, but can never put an en* 
tire dop to, the progrefs of monadic opulence. The 

A 2 



4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book /^ 

* 

cafe 1*8 not the fame with the families of citizens which, 
are not fubfervlent to any kind of rule. A prodigal foit 
fucceeds to an avaricious father, fo that expences are never 
upon the fame footing. The fortune is cither dliHpatcd, 
or it is improved. Perfons who have laid down rules for 
religious focletles, have done it in the fole view of making 
holy men ; but their regulations have tended more dlre^ly 
aqd more effedually to make rich opes. 

Dagobert excited the fplrit of his countrymen In the fc- 
vcnth century. Fairs were opened, to which the Saxons 
flocked with tin and lead from England ; the Jews with 
jewels and gold or filver plate ; the Sclavonians with all 
the metals of the north ; traders from Lombardy, Pro- 
vence, and Spain, with the commodities of their refpcc- 
tlve countries, and thofe they received from Africa» 
Egypt, and Syria ; the merchants of every province in 
the kingdom, with whatever their foil and their Induftiy 
afforded. Unfortunately, this profperlty was of a fhort 
duration ; it difappeared under indolent kings, but revived 
under Charlemagne. 

Thiï prince, who might without flattery be ranked with 
the greateft men recorded in hlftory, had he not been 
ifometlmes Influenced by fangulnary Ichemes of conquefl» 
and fuUIed with aâs of perlecution and tyranny, feemed 
to follow the footfteps or thofe firft Romans, whofe re- 
laxations from the fatigues of war, were the labours of 
agriculture. He applied himfelf'to the care of hi» valt 
domains, with that clofenefs and flcIU which would hardly 
be expeded from the mod afliduous man In a private fta- 
tiort* All the great men of the ftate followed his exam- 
ple, and devoted themfelves to hufbandry, and to thofe 
arts which attend, or are immediately conoeAed with it. 
From that period the French had many of their own pro- 
duftjons to barter, and could with great eafe make them 
circulate throughout the Immenfe empire which was then 
fubjeft to their dominion. 

So flourifliing a fituation prefentcd a fre(h allurement 
to the Normans to Indulge the Inclination they had for 
piracy. Thofe barbarians, accuflomed to feek from plun- 
der that wealth which their foil did not aflbrd, poured 
forth In multitudes out of their inhofpltable climate in 
i|ueQ: QÏ booty. They attacked all the fea-çoâfts, bue 
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more efpecîally thofe of France» which promised th« 
rjcheft fpoily with the greatcft avidity. The ravages they 
commit ted 9 the cruelties they exercifedy the flames they 
kindled for a whole century in thofe fertile provinces, can* 
not he remembered without horror* During, that fatal 
period nothing was thought of hut how to efcape flavcry 
or death. There was no intercourfe between the fevcM 
parts of the kingdom, and confequently no trade. 

In the meantime the nobles» intruded with the adnaw 
siilration of the provinces, had infenfibly made themfelvet 
mafters of them, and had found means to make their 
anthority hereditary. They had not, indeed, thrown off 
all dependence on the head of the empire ; but, although 
they retained tbe humble appellation of. vafials, they wei# 
not much lefs formidable to the ilate than the kings in the 
neighbourhood of its frontiers. They were confirmed in 
their ufurpations at the memorable era when the fceptre 
was removed from the fanuiy of Charlemagne to that of 
the Capets» From that time there were bo national afièm- 
blies, no tiibunals, no laws, no government.. In that fa* 
tsl confufiion, the fword ufurped the place of juftice, and 
the free citizens were forced to embrace fervitude, to pur- 
chafe the prote6tion of a chief who was able to defend 
them. 

Commerce could not pofilbly flouriih when loaded witb 
the (hackks of flavery, and in the midft of the continual 
didurbances occafioned by the mod cruel anarchy. In« 
dudry is the child of peace ; nothing deprefles it io much 
38 fervitude. Genius languiihes when it is not animated 
by hope and emulation ; and neither of thefe can fubfift 
where there is no property. Nothing is a ftronger recom* 
mendation of liberty, or more fully proves the rights of 
mankind, than the impofiibllity of working fuccefsfully 
to enrich barbarous mailers. 

None of the kings of JFrance had any conception of this 
important truth, till they became fenfible of it, from expe* 
riencing the inconveniences of an authority expofed to 
perpetual reftraint. They therefore endeavoured to limit 
the power of thofe fubahern tyrants, who, by ruining their 
unfortunate vafFals, perpetuated the calamities of the mo- 
narchy. St. Lewis was the firft who introduced trade 
kt» the fyftcm of government. Before his tin^ it was 
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©nly the work of chance and cîrcumftances. He brought 
it under the regulation of dated laws ; and he hîmfelf 
drew up ilatutes, which have ferved as a model for thofe 
that have fince been enabled. 

Thefe firft fteps led the way to meafurcs of greater im- 
portance. The old law, which forbade the exportation 
of all the produâions of the kingdom, was ftill in force, 
and agriculture was difcouraged by this abfurd prohtbi* 
tion. The wife monarch removed thefe fatal impedi- 
ments ; ex peeling, not without reafon, that a free expor- 
tation would reltore to the nation thofe treafures which 
his imprudent expedition into Afia had lavifhèd. 

Some political events feconded thefe falutary views* 
Before the reign of St. Lewis, the kings of France had 
but few ports on the ocean, and none on the Mediterra* 
nean. The northern coafls were divided between the 
counts of Flanders and the dukes of Burgundy, Norman- 
dy, and Britany : the reft belonged to the £ngli(h. The 
dcMitheni coafts were poflcffed by the counts of ITouloufe, 
and the kinge of Majorca, Arragon, and Caftile. By 
this arrangement, the inland provinces could not, without 
much difficulty, open a communication with the foreign 
markets. The union of the county of Touloufc with the 
crown, removed this great obilacle, at leaft with refpcék 
to a part of the French territory. 

Philip, the fon of St. Lewis, in order to improve the 
advantages arifing from this acquifition, endeavoured to 
draw to Nifmes, a city under his jurifdlâion, part of the 
trade carried on at Montpellier, which belonged to the 
king of Arragon. The privileges he granted produced 
the defîred effeél : but it was foon found that this fuccefs 
was not of much real advantage. The Italians filled the 
kingdom with fpices, perfumes, filks, and all the ricli 
ftuffs of the Eaft. The arts had not made fufficient pro- 
ffrefs in France to admit of their produ6iions being of- 
itrtà in exchange ; and the returns of agriculture were 
inadequate to the expences of fo many objeéls of luxury, 
A trade of fuch valuable articles could not be carried on 
without money, and there was but little in the kingdom» 
efpecially fince the expeditions of the crufades ; although 
France was then richer than moft of the other European 
nations. 

Philip, fumamed the Fair^ was fenfible of thefe truths ; 
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Ke found means to improve agriculture, fo as to anfwer tlic 

demands of foreign imporixitions ; anil thefe he reduced, 

by eftabliihing new manufaélurts, and iinpror.'ng the oli' 

ones. Under tliis ret^n the minillry firft undertook to guide 

the hand of the artiit» and to direâ his labours. The 

breadth, the quality » and the dreifing of the cloths, were 

fixed ; the exportation of wool» which the neighbouring 

nations came to purchafe in order to manufaélure it, was 

prohibited. Thefe were the lead unreafonable mcafures 

that could be purfued iu thofe times of ignorance 

Since that period, the progrefs of the arts was propor- 
tioned to the decline of feudal tyranny. The French, 
however^ did not begin to form their tafte till the time 
of their expeditions into Italy. They were dazzled with 
a multitude of new objeéls that prefcnted chemfelves at 
Genoa) Venice, and Florence. The ftric^ncfs obfervcd 
by Aone of Bretagne) under the reigns of Charles VIII 
and Lewis XII, at firft reftrained the conquerors fix>in 
((iving full fcope to their propeafity for imitation ; but no 
fooner had Francis I invited the women to court» no 
foener had Catherine of Medicis croiTed the Alps, than 
the great affe^ed an elegance unknown before (Ince the 
fifft foundation of the monarchy. The whole nation was 
feduced by this alluring example of luxury, and the im- 
provement of the manufactures was the natural coufc- 
queoce. 

From Henry II to Henry IV the civil wars, the un* 
happy divifions of religion, the ignorance of government, 
the fpirit of finance which began to have its inBuence in 
the council ; the barbarous and devouring avarice of men 
in bafinefs» encouraged by the proteélion they enjoyed ; 
all thefe fevcral caufes retarded the progrefs of induftry, 
hut could never deftroy it. It revived with frefh fplend- 
our under the frugal adminiilration Qf Sully. It was al- 
moft extinguifhed under that of Richelieu and Mazarin, 
both governed by the farmers of the revenue ; one wholly 
taken up with his ambition for empire and his fpirit of re- 
venge, the other with intrigue and plunder. 

No king of France had ever ferioufly Tirjl voyages af 
confidered the advantages that might ac the French to 
crai from a.tradi; to India, nor had the the Eqft Indict, 
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emulation of the French been excited by the luflre which 
ether nations derived from ' it. They confumed more 
«a ft em produdlions than any other nation ; they were as 
favourably fituated for procuring them at the firft hand ; 
and yet they were content to pay to foreign induftlry what 
tJicir own might as well have partaken of. 

Some merchants of Rouen had ventured» indeed, iv 
1503, upon a fmall expedition ; bat Gonneville, who 
commanded it, met with violent ilorms at the Cape of 
Good Hope, was caft upon unknown lands, and wick 
much difEculty got back to Europe. 

In 1601, a fociety formed in Bretagne fitted out two 
{hips, to endeavour to get a (hare, if pofiible, of the 
riches of the Eaft, which the Portuguefe, the Englifh» 
and the Dutch, were contending for. Pyrard, who com- 
manded thefe fhips, arrived at the Maldives, and did not 
return to his own country till after an Unfortunate navîga- 
lionof-ten years. 

A new company, headed by one Girard, a native of 
Inlanders, fitted out fome fliips from Normandy for the 
ifland of Java, in 1616 and 1619. They returned with 
cargoes fufficient to indemnify the adventurers, but not to 
encourage them to any frefh undertakings. • 

Captain Reginon, upon the expiration of this fruitlcft 
gmnt in 1633, prevailed upon fome merchants of Dieppe, 
two years after, to enter upon a" track which might he 
produâive of great riches, if properly purfued. For- 
tune baffled the endeavours of the new adventurers. The 
only advantage gained by thefe repeated expeditions, was 
the high opinion that was conceived of Madagafcar, which 
till that time had been negledled by the' Portuguefe, the 
Dutch, and the £ngli(h, who had not found there any 
!of the objeAs which attraôcd them to the Eaft. 

The favourable irrnreffion the French had received of 
this ifland, gave rife to a company in 1642, which intend- 
ed to make a confiderable fettlement upon it, with a view 
of fecuring to their (hips the neceflary refreftiments for 
failing further. The charter of this company was to laft 
twenty years ; but the cruelties committed by its agents, 
together with their many a^^s of perfidy and diftioncfty, 
put an end to its t xiftence before the completion of that 
l»eriod* Its ea^ttal was confumed \ aad in return for all 
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its expences, it had nothing more than four or five htm* • 
lets, (ituated along the coafl, conilruâcd with planks, oo« - 
▼ered in with leaves, furroundtd with flakes, and decorated 
with thç pompous name of forts, becaufe there were a few 
batterie^ upon them. The defenders of thefe wretched 
huts were reduced to the number of one hundred robbers ; 
whofe tyranny daily increafed the hatred that had been 
fwom againit their nation. A few fmall diftriéb, aban- 
doned by the natives, and fome rather more extenfive»* 
from which a tribute of provifions was exaded by force ; 
thefe were the only advantages that had been obtained. 

The marflial de la Meilleraie feized upon thefe ruins» 
and conceived the project of reftoring this ill-conduâed 
undertaking for his own private emolument. He met 
with fo little fuccefs, tliat his property fold but for 
2o,oco livres [833L 6a. 8d. 3 which was full as much aiit. 
was worth. 

At length, in 1 664, Colbert under- jinEa/IIndta com^ • 
took to make France a fharer in the /any h efiaWt/hed ' 
Eall India trade. There were great in Prance. Encou» 
înconyenîencies attending this inter- ragfmenU given t9 
eourfe with Ada. It could Tcarce thiiOjff'ociaiiQn» 
furnifl>any thing but articles of luxu- 
ry ; it retarded' the progrefs of the arts which the French 
were labouring with fo much fuccefs to eftabliih ; it pro« 
cured but very little vent for the natronal proviûons and 
manufactures ; and necelFarily occafioned a.great exporta-* 
tion of fpecie. Confiderations of fo important à Bature 
were calculated to excite fufpcnce in the mind of a mini- 
ftcr, whofe plans were purfued with ^ no other view but . 
to extend every branch of induftry, .and' to add to the . 
riches of the kingdom. But the French, in imitation of 
the other Europeans, difplayed a determined tafte for the 
luxuries of the £afl. It was thought that it would be 
more advantageous, and sX the fame time more honour- 
able, to go in learch of them acrofs an immenfe ocean, than . 
to receive them from rivals, perhaps from. enemies. 

The mode of carrying this matter into execution, w«t 
already traced out." It was then a maxim fo generally re- - 
«eived, that fuch nice and complicated operations could . 
#nly be managed by an cxclufive charter, that the boldcft â 
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fpeculator would not have called it in qucftîon. An Eaft 
India company was therefore created, vcfted with all the 
privileges enjoyed by thofe of Holland and England. 
Colbert went ftill further ; and confidering that for the 
purpofe of carrying on great commercial undertakings, 
there is naturally a degree of confidence exifting in re- 
publican governments, which cannot be expeéled in a mo* 
narchy, had recourfe to every expedient that could pro- 
duce it. 

A charter was granted for fifty years, t hat the compa- 
ny might be encouraged to form great fettlèments^ with a 
profpeél of reaping the fruits of them. 

All foreignei-8 advancing 20,oco livres [833I. 68. 8d.] 
were to be deemed Frenchmen, widioot the piivilege of 
naturalization. 

On the like terms, officers, whatever corps they be- 
longed to, were allowed leave of abfence, without forfeit- 
ing the rights of their poft, or their pay. 

Whatever was wanted for the building, equipment, or 
▼iâualing, of the (hips, was to be exempted from all the 
duties of export or import, as well as from thofe of the 
admiralty. 

The government engaged to pay fifty livres [2I. is. Sd.J 
per ton for all goods exported from France to India, and 
feventy-five livres [3I. 2s. 6d.] for every ton imported 
from thence. 

It was agreed, that the fettlèments of the company 
fhould be defended with a fufficient military fotce, and that 
their outward and homeward bound fhips fhould be fur- 
ni(hed with as ftrong a convoy as exigencies fhould re- 
i|uire. 

The ruling paffion of the nation was made fubfervient 
to this cftabliOiment. Hereditary titles and honours were 
promifed to fuch as (hould diflinguifh themfelves in the 
Service of the corrpany. 

As trade was yet in its infancy in France, and was un- 
able to furnifh the fifteen millions [625,000!.] that were 
to conftitute the ftock of the new fociety, the miniftry 
eagaged to lend as far as three millions [ 1 25,0001.] The 
nobles, the magiftrates, all orders of men, were invited to 
fiiare the reft. The nation, proud to pleafe their kin^, 
mho bad not yet croihcd them with the weijght of his 
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falfe greatnefs) came into the propofal with great cager- 
nefs. 

Madagafcar was again deftincd to be the nurfeij of the 
newaffociation. The repeated misfortunes experienced there 
did not invalidate the idea of its being the bed bafis for 
the vaft edifice that was to be raifed. In order to form a * 
proper judgment of thefe views, we muft endeavour to ac- 
c[uipe as thorough a knowledge as poffible of this cele* 
brated ifland* 

Madagascar» which is fcparated The French efiMi/b 
fjrom the continent of Africa by the colonies ai Mada^ 
Mozambique channel, is fituated at ga/can Defcrtp** 
the entrance of the Indian ocean, be- Hon of that ylana* 
tween the twelfth and twenty-fifth 
degree of latitude, and between the fixty-fecond and fe« 
trentieth degree of longitude. It is three hundred and 
thirty«fîx leagues in length, one hundred and twenty in its 
greateft breadth, and about eight hundred in circumfe- 
rence. 

The coafts of this great ifland are in general unwhole- 
fome ; an evil arifing from natural caufes, and whii:h might 
be remedied. The land which we inhabit has been ren- 
dered wholefome merely by the labours of man. In its 
original ftate, it was covered with forefts and moraffes, 
which corrupted the air. Such is the prefent date of Mada- 
grafcar. The rains, as in the other countries fituated under 
the tropics, are periodical. They form rivers, which, in 
endeavouring to difcharge themfelves into the ocean, find 
their mouths blocked up by fands, which the motion 
of the fea has driven there in the dry feafon ; that is to 
fay, when the volume or rapidity of the waters is not fuf- 
ficient to overcome this obflacle. The waters (lopped by 
this barrier, flow back again Into the plain, where they 
become ilagnant for a certain time, and fill the horizon 
with deftruâive exhalations, till at length, furmounting 
the impediment by which they were confined, they pro- 
cure themfelves an outlet. We (hall be convinced of this 
faâ, if we confider that the coafts are unwholefome only 
in the rainy feafon ; that the column of corrupted air ne- 
ver extends to any diftance ; that, in the inland parts, the 
acmofphere is idways pure ; and the banks are always 
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wholefomè în thofe places where, from local circumftance% 
the courfe of the rivers is uninterrupted. 

By whatever winds the navigator may arrive at Mada- 
gafcar, he meets with nothing but a barren fand* This 
iterility terminates at the dillance of a league or two. 
Throughout the r«ft of the ifland, nature, in perpetual ve- 
getation, products fpontaneoudy^ both in the forefts and 
iff the open grounds, cotton, indigo, hemp,~honey, white 
pepper, fago, bananas, the Amboyna cabbage, and the 
yavendfara, a kind of fpice little known, with a multitude 
©f other notricious plants, foreign to our climates. The 
whole iiland is covered with palms, cacao, and orange 
trees, gum plants, and woods fit for conilru6lion, and ufc- 
ful in all the arts. I'herc is not, properly fpeaking, any 
kind of 'culture, except that of rice. The rufhes that 
grow in the moraffes are pulled up, and the feed is care- 
lefsly fcattered on the ground. Cattle are afterwards 
made to pafs over it, which,^by their trampling, pu(h the 
grain into the foil : the reil is left to chance. There is 
another fpccies of rice cultivated upon the mountains in 
the rainy feafon, and with as little care. Thefe regions 
are not -fertilized by the fweat of men's brows. The 
fruitfulnefs of the foii, increafed by the prolific quality of 
the waters, mud here be fubilituted to every kind of la- 
bour. 

Oxen, flieep, hogs, and goats, feed day and night in 
the meadows, incefiantly fpringing up afrefii, which na- 
ture has formed at Madagaf^ar. Neither horfes nor buf- 
faloes, nbr camels, nor any kind of bead fit for burden oe 
for the faddle, are to be met with here, though every 
thing fcems to befpeak >hat they would profper. 

It has been an opinion too lightly adopted, that gold 
and filver were the produce of this ifiand. But it is an 
eftablifhed fad, that at no great diftance from the bay of 
;/\ntongil, there are copper mines that yield confiderably, 
and mines of very pure iron in the inland parts. 

The origin of the inhabitants of Madagafcar, as that of 
ipdoft other people, is loll in extravagant and fabulous 
accounts. Whether they be natives of the ifland, or have ' 
^een tranfplanted there, is a queftion which, in all proba» 
bility, will never be decided. We cannot, however, avoid 
ikinking, that they are oot all demed from oae coznm»» 
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ilock, when we confider the different forms hj which 
they are diiiiaguifhcd. 

This variety certainly depends upon the general man- 
ner in which iflands are formed. In times anterior 
to the origin of navigation, they have all been conneéied 
with fome continent from which they have been fepaiated 
by thofe natural commotions that are but too frequently 
renewed. If the iiland hath been fuddenly broken on» 
we ihall £nd only one race of men upon it. If the adja» 
cent countries have been threatened with this feparation a 
long time before it has taken place» the imminent danger 
will have fet all the different people in motion ; and each 
of them will have flocked in crowds to the fpot where they 
expeéled to be moft fecure. lu the meanwhile» the 
dreadful phenomenon will have happened ; and the por- 
tion of land that had been furroundcd with water» will* 
contain different races of men» having neither the fame 
complexion nor the fame ilaturc» nor fpeaking the fame 
language.^ 

We have every reafon to think» that this has been the 
cafe with the ifland of Madagafcar. ^ In the weftern paru 
of the ifland» we End a people called J^iW/»- who are ia 
general not more than four feet high^ and who never grow 
beyond four feet four inches. It is fuppofed that they 
are now reduced to fifteen thoufand fouls ; though they' 
mud have been more numerous before the dellructive and 
unfortunate war» which obliged them to quit the fpot on 
which they had firft fettled. Being driven from their 
country» they took refuge in a very fertile valley, fun- 
rounded with fteep rocks, where they live, without having 
any intercourfe with.their. neighbours* When their for- 
mer conquerors unite to attack them in this fortunate fitu* 
ation, they drive a great number of oxen to the borders of 
thefe mountains. The .enemy, who had no other fpoil in 
view, feize upon the cattle, and lay down their arms, to 
take them up again» when they can fucceed in fonning 
another confederacy fufficiently powerful to induce the 
^imoj to purchafe peace anew. 

This expedient» which is adapted to thefe weak and tl. 
mid people» would by no means be fuitable to a^ powerful 
nation. The puiillanimous fovereign or miuiiler. who 
purchafcs peace, invites his enemy to make war» aoil 
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ftreogthens him for the purpofe with all the money he 
gives, while he weakens himfelf in the fame proportion. 
He is a bad politician, who conduéts himfelf as if he had' 
only a few years to live, and who is very little folicitou» 
of the fate of the empire after his death. 

Madagafcar is divided into feveral colonies, more or lef» 
numerous, and independent of each other. Each of thefe 
feeble communities lives in a diftriâ that belongs to It^ 
and is governed by its own laws. A confiderable degree 
of authority is lodged in a chief, who is eleélive in 
fome places, hereditary in others, and fometimes a 
ufurper. He cannot, however, engage in war without 
the confent of the principal members of the ilate, nor fup- 
port it without the voluntary contributions and exertions 
of his people. 

The Gripping of the cultivated lands, the ftealing of 
cattle, and the carrying off of women andchOdren, are the 
ordinary caufe of their di vifions* Thefe ruftic people are tor- 
mented with the rage of acquiring poffeffions by unjuft 
and violent meafures, as ftrongly as the moft civilized na- 
tions are. Their hoflilities are not deftru£live ; but the 
prifoners are always made flares. 

The people of Madagafcar have not a very coroprehen- 
fivc idea of the right of property, from whence an incli- 
nation for labour is derived, and which is the principle of 
defence and of fubmiffion to government. Reafons of 
difcoutent, convenience, or neceffity, eafily prevail upon 
them to quit the fpot they live on for another, which is ei- 
ther more fertile, or at a greater diftance from their ene- 
mies. It frequently happens, even that an inhabitant of 
Madagafcar leaves his country, merely from motives of 
caprice ; and changes his refîdence again upon any new 
fancy, or when he is apprehenfive of punîfhment for fome 
outrageous a6l, or for fome theft. He is certain of finding 
lands to cultivate wherever he goes ; for they are never 
parcelled out. The grounds are ufually fown by the 
community, who afterwards (hare the produce.' Civil 
right is therefore of little confequcnce in thefe regions; 
but political right is (till more confined. 

Although the people of Madagafcar admit the prevail- 
ing doârine of the two principles, yet they have but a 
<R>nfufed idea of k| npr have they any form of woilhip 
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whatcTcr. They have not the leaft conception of the 
exîftencc of another life, and yet they beh'eve in ghofts : 
but we are not to cxpeél ideas more conneéted among bar- 
barians» than we meet with among the mod enh'ghtened 
nations. The moft fatal of their prejudices is that which 
has fettled lucky and unlucky days j by which children 
that are born under unfavourable aufpices arc inhumanly 
put to death. This Is a cruel error, which hinders or de- 
ttroys population. 

Few people bear pain and affliélion with fo much pa- 
tience as the inhabitants of Madagafcar. Even the ap- 
proach of death) the confequence of which their educa- 
tion hath not taught them to fear, never dillurbs them. 
They expeci the mftant of their diffolution, a period fo 
diftrefling to us, with a degree of refignation which it is not 
eafy to conceive. It is -perhaps a comfort to them to be 
afluted, that they (hall not be forgotten, when they are 
no more. The inhabitants of thefe favage regions enter- 
tain a very high fenfe of the refpeâ that is due to their 
anceftors. It is a common thing to fee men ef all ages 
go to weep over the grave of their fathers, and to a(k ad- 
vice of them in the moft interelling anions of their life. 

Thefe robuft, and rather well-made iflanders, have not 
the fame indifference for the prefent as they have for the 
future. As they are never reftratned in their inclinatidns 
by the ties of morality or religion, or by that enlightened 
kind of police which puts a ftop to the propenhties of 
men, in order to eftablifh the order of fociety, they arc en- 
tirely devoted to their paifions. They indulge with rap- 
tare in feftlvals, finging, dancing, and ftrong liquors, and 
are extravagantly addiàed to women. Every inilant of an 
idle fedentary life, free from the cravings of want. Is diffi- 
pated in fenfual pleafures, which are denied by nature to 
the favages of the north, who exhauft their powers In the 
fcarch of food neceffary for their miferable and precarious 
exiftence. Befide the wife whom they marry in cere- 
mony, the inhabitants of Madagafcar take as many con- 
cubines as they can get. Divorce is common among 
them, though nothing be fo rare as jealoufy. Moft of 
them. Indeed, efteem themfelves honoured In having lUegl- 
tifflate children^ when they are of a white race. The fplend- 
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•ur of the ongtn compen fates for the obliquity of the 
birth, 

We may perceive a. beginning of knowledge and induf- 
try among thcfe people. With filk, cotton, and thread 
made of the barks of trees, they manufacture fome duffs. 
They art not entirely ignorant of the art of melting and 
forging iron. Their earthen-ware is rather agreeable to 
the eye. In feveral dillriâs, they praéiife the mode of 
«xpreffing their thoughts in writing. They have even 
books of hidory, phyfic, and afb'ology, committed to the 
care of their Ombis, who have been improperly conûderedas 
prieds, and who, in faâ, are impoflors, who ftyle them- 
felves, and perhaps believe themfelves, to be forccrers. 
This kind of knowledge, which is more diffufed in the 
weftern part than in the reft of the ifland, has been brought» 
by the Arabs, who haVe traded there from time immemo* 
rial. . 

A few diftinâ aéls of anger and rage, committed in the 
height of fome violent pailion, have been fufficient to ca- 
lumniate the whole ifland of Madagafcar, and iligma* 
tjze its inhabitants with the title of ferocious- On. the 
contrary, they are naturally fociable,, lively, cheerful, vain,< 
and even imprefled with fentiments of gratitude. All tra- 
vellers, who have penetrated into the interior part of the» 
ifland, have been kindly received there, aiiifted in their 
wants, treated as men and brethren. Upon the coafts, 
where miftruft is ufually more p te vailing, the navigator» . 
have rarely experienced any aâs of violence or perfidy.. 
Four-and-twenty Arabian families, which, for a number 
of generations, had ufurped the empire in the province of. 
Anoili, had enjoyed it for a long time unmolefted, till 
they were deprived of it in 1771, without either expulfion, 
mafïàcre, or oppreffion. In a word, the language of thefe 
iflanders readily adapts itfelf to exprefs fentiments of the 
utmoft tendernefs ; and this circumftance alone is calcu- 
lated to give us a very favourable impreifion of the foft- 
nefs of their manners, and of their facial turn* 

Conduêi. of the SucH-waa the date of Madagafcar» 
French aP Ma* when four French vefFels arrived thercr 
Jagafcar. In 1665. '^^^ company that had 

fent them out was Tcfolvecl to form a fo* 
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lid c£babli(hment on this ifland. The projet was wife* 
and it did not app^r that the execution of it would b« 
cxpenÛYC. 

AU the colonics which the Europeans What they mtghê 
have eftabUfhed in America, to obtain and ought /# 
the produce of that part of the world ; have done there. 
or all thofe they have fixed at the Cape 
of Good Hope, and in the ides of France, of fiourbon, 
and St. Helena, fot- the cultivation of their commerce to 
the ladies, have required enormous expences, a long fpace 
of time, and confiderable labours. Many of thefe countries 
were entirely defert, and in others there were only found 
inhabitants, whom it was impoffiblè to render ufeful. 
Madagafcar, on the contrary, prcfented a foil naturally fer- 
tile, and a numerous, traéiable, and intelligent fet of inha- 
bitants, who wanted only inftrudion to enable them effec- 
tually to affill in any parpoiie that was intended* 

Thefe iflanders were haraffed with the ftate of war and 
anarchy in which they continually lived. They ardently 
wiihed for a police which might make them enjoy peace 
and liberty. It was no matter of doubt, but that, with 
difpofitioos fo favourable, they would readily concur in 
any attempts made to civilize them. 

Nothing was more eafy than to have made this iiland of 
confiderable utility. With proper attention, Madas^afcar 
might have produced a multitude of commodities fit for In- 
dia, for Perfia, for Arabia, and for the continent of Afri- 
ca. By inviting a few Indians and Chinefe to this fpot, 
all the arts and cultures of Afia would have been natik* 
ralized in the ifland. It was eafy to .conftruéi fhips there, 
becaufe Materials were to be found for this purpofe of the 
bed quality, and in plenty ; and they might even have 
been readily equipped, becaufe the inhabitants difplayed a 
turn for navigation. All thefe innovations would have ac- 
quired more lolidity than the conqueiis of the Europeans 
in the £a(l Indies can ever have ^ for the natives of thofe 
regiond will never adopt our laws, our manners, or our 
mode of worihip ; and confequently they will never have 
that kind of favourable difpofition, which attaches people 
lo a new form of government. 

it was impoilible that fo fortunate a revolulson €0«ld 
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have been effeé^ed by violence. A numerous, brave, and 
uncivilized people, would never have fubmitted to the 
chains with which a few barbarous fbreignt-rs might have 
wiflied to load them. It was by the foft mode of perfua- 
ik>n ; it was by the feducing prorpe(^ of happinefs ; it 
was by the allurements of a quiet life ; it was by the ad- 
van tiages of our police, by the enjoyments attending our 
induftry, and by the fuperiority of our talents^ chat the 
whole ifland was to be brought to concur in a plan equally 
advantageous to both nations. 

The fyftem of legidation which it would have been pro- 
per to give to thefe people, (hould have been adapted to 
their manners, their charaâer, and their climate. It muft 
have been in every refpedl the revcrfe of the Icgiflation of 
Europe, corrupted and embarraifed by the barbarifni of 
feudal cuiloraSfe However (impie this fyilem might hate 
been» the feveral parts could only have beeci propofed fuo» 
ceffively, aftd ia proportioa aa the underftanding of tlM 
people {hould have beconte ealightened and improved. 
Perhaps it might even ba^ been proper to ky afide all 
thoughts of conciliating to it the minds of thofe men in 
whom age had ftrengthened the prejudices of cuftom \ 
perhaps it might have been cie<i€irary to endeavour to make 
partizans only of young men» who, formed by our inftitu» 
dons, would, in procefs of time, have become political 
mifiionaries, aud might have increafed the number of pro^ 
fdytes to the fyflem of government. 

The grand fyftem of civilization would ftill ha,ve been 
promoted» by the intermarriage of the women of the ifland 
with the French colonifts* This tie, fo endearing, and 
of fo tender a nature, would have extinguifhed thole odi* 
ous diftin^ions, which cherifh perpetual hatred and ever* 
lading divifion, between people who inhabit the fame re- 
gion» and live under the fame laws. 

It would have been repugnant to every fyftem of equity 
and policy, to feize arbitrarily upon any dittrié^ of land^in 
order to fix new families upon it. The nation alTembled 
fhould have been aiked for thofe lands which were uooc* 
cupied ; and in order to give oiore folidity to the acquifi* 
tion» gtïvernment might have given a price for them which 
would have been agreeable to thefe idanders. Thefe lands» 
tk» legitimately acquired» would for the firH time have 
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been legally pofleffcd j and the right of property would 
gradually have been eftablifhed from one perfon to an- 
other. In procefs of time, the feveral colonicB of Mada- 
gafcar would readily have adopted an ÎRnovation, the ad- 
vantages of which cannot be rendered left confptcuous by 
the effeft of any prejudice. 

The more ufeful the colonies that might have been 
founded at Madagafcar'were like to prove, the more pro- 
per it was to choofe fituations well adapted to the parpofe 
of cultivating, extending, encouraging, and prefervin|^ 
thefe advantages. Exclu five of a fettlement which it 
would, perhaps, have been expedient to form in the inte- 
rior part of the idand, in order to obtain the confidence of 
the inhabitants in the firft inflance ; it was indifpenfably 
neceffary to form four upon the coaft. One at Saint 
Aoftin^s Bay, which would have opened on eafy commua 
nication with the continent of Africa ; another at Lxt- 
tptz^ where a confideraUe and a conftant degree of heat 
would ha^e madeiall the plants of India profper ^ the third 
tt Fort Dauphin, which, from its mild and wbolefome 
temperature, was well calculated for the cultivation of 
corn, and of moft European produélions ; and lailly, the 
fourth at Tamctave, the moll fertile, populous, and beft 
cultivated diftriô of the country. This laft pofition de- 
ferred even the preference of being made the capital of 
the colony ; and for the following reafons :— 

There is no harbour known at Madagafcar. It is a 
tuiftake to fuppofe, that it would he poiiible to form 
one at Fort Dauphin, by raifing a pier upon fomc flioals 
which advance into the lea. The labour attending fuch 
an enterprife would not only be immcnfe, but the expence 
Would alfo beufclefs. It would be impofiible that (hips' 
which cannot be defended from the hurricanes by the 
mountains themfclves, fhould ever be (heltcrcd by a pier. 
Bcfidcs, this faâitious port, open in part to the fury of 
the waves, would neccflarily be of fmall extent. The fhipa 
Would have no fea room ; and if once loofened from their 
anchors, would all run aground ; and they would pcrifli 
without refource upon a coaft where the fea is conftantly 
agitated, and where the fands are in continual motion. 

The fituation at Tametave is different. The bay, 
when freed from that inconrentent bar, which extendi 
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along all the eaftern coaft of Madagafcar, Is vet7 fpacîous. 
The anchorage h good, and the vefTels are (heltered fron 
the hardeft winds. The landing is çafy. If the bed oF 
the great river that difcharges itfelf into the bay, were to 
be digged for the fpace of a league and a half, fhips oF 
the largeil, burden might then be brought up to the lake 
of Noffe-Be,, where nature has formed an excellent har- 
bour. In the midft of it is an ifland, the air of which i*s 
very pure,^ and which might be cafily defended. There is 
one fortunate eircumftance in this fituatiqn, which is, that 
with a few precautions, thé entrance o£ it might be fhut 
againft an eoemy's fquadrons*. 

Such were the advantage» which the French, company 
mi^ht have derived from Madagafcar. The conduct of 
their agents unfortunately deftroyed thef< briliiaut e^cpec- 
tations* I^oft to every fenfe of fliame, they fccreted part 
of the funds entrufied to their management ; they wailed 
ilill more confiderable fums in ufeleU and ricUciUous ex- 
pences ; they made themfelves equally odious to the £u* 
ropeans, whofe labours they ought to. have encquragedf 
as to the natives of ^he country, whom they (hould have 
gained over by gentlenelÀ and by favoui's. Adls of ini- 
quity and misfortunes were multiplied to fuch a degree, 
that in 1670 the members of the company thought pro*^ 
per to refign into the hands of government a pofTeffion 
which they held from its gift.. The change of admini- 
ilration did not produce better management. Mod of the 
Trench who had remained in the ifland were maifacred two 
years after. Thofe who had efcaped this memoi-able 
butchery withdrew themfelves for ever from a foil which 
was lefs ftained with their blood than with their crimes. 

At different and .diftant intervals the court of Ver- 
failles has had an eye upon Madagafcar, but without ever 
being fenfible of its real value. It was ncceffary that 
France (hould lofe all her trade, and all her confideration 
in India, in order to be thoroughly fatisfied of the im- 
portance of an ifland, the poifelfion of which woUid pro- 
bably have preferved her from thefe calamities* Smce 
this fatal period, the French have fhewn a defire to form 
a fettlement upon it. They onght not to be difcouraged 
)>y the ill fuccefs of the two attempts of 1770 and 1773» 
i>eci»ufe thefe were made without plan and without means ^ 
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and that înftead of employing în them the fuperiluoiis in- 
habitants of Boarkon, a fet of pacific and wife men» in- 
ured to the climate, none but vagabonds coUeéled from 
the fcum of Europe were fent there. Meafures more pru- 
dent and better concerted cannot fail of having the defired 
effeé^. It is not from motives of policy alone that the 
French fhould ftrive againft the difficulties infeparable 
from fuch an enterprife ; the voice of humanity fliould 
fpeak louder, and with greater energy than that of intc* 
reft. 

What glory woqld if be for France to raife a nnmerous 
people from the horrors of barbarifm ; to grive them de- 
cent manners, a well regulated policy, wife laws, a bene- 
ficent religion ; to introduce among them the agreeable, 
as well as the ufeful arts, and to raile them to the rank of 
enlightened and civilized nations! Statefmen, may the 
wifties of phîîofophy, may the viHies of a citizen, awaken 
your attention ! If it be a zlorious a6i to chanjore the face 
of the univerfe, in order to increafe general feucity ; and 
if the honour that refults from it belong to thofe who 
hold the reins of empire ; let me inform you that they 
are equally aadountable to the prefent age, and to future 
generations, not only for all the mifchief they may do, 
bnt likewife for all the good which they might do, and 
have negleâed.. If you be defirous of real glory- among 
your cotemporaries, what more deferved fame, than that 
which I propofe can you be in purfult of ? If you wiAi to 
immortalize your name, confider, that monuments of 
bronze are more or lefs rapidly deftroyed by time, in- 
truft the. care of your reputation to beings who will per- 
petuate it by regeneration. The ftatue islilent, but man- 
kind will fpeak. Let them, therefore, fpeak of you with 
praife. If corruption fhould afterwards infinuate itfelf 
into the wife fyilem of legiflation you have eftablifhed, 
then it is that you will be truly revered. The age in which 
you lived will be called to mind, and tears will be be-^ 
ftowcd upon your memory. Tears of admiration will be ihed 
for you during your life, and tears of regret many ages 
after your death. 

The India Company had not fuch elevated views, when 
ip 1670 they thought proper to abandon Madagafcar. At 
that period it was that their (hips failed diredily to India. 
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By tbf intrigues of Marcara, a native of irpaban, but in 
the French inttreft, they obtained leave to eftabliih faâo- 
ries on feveral places on the coail of the peninfula. They 
-even attempted to fecure a Hiare of the Japan trade. CoU 
bert offered to fend none but proteftants ; but by the ar- 
tifices of the I>utch, the French were denied an entrance 
into that empire» as the £nglifh had been before. 

The French make Su a at had been pitched upon for 
Surat the centre of the centre of all the bufinefs which the 
their trade. company was to carry on in thefe 

parts. It was from this capital of Gu- 
aarat that all orders were to be ifiued for the inferior fet- 
tlements : and there it was that the different merchandize 
4eftined for Europe was to be colle£led. 

JiccowA of the Gu" Guzarat foroM a peninfula be- 
^siarat^in^whkhthu tween the Indus and Malabar. It 
ctty isjkucded. is about one hundred and fixty miles 

in lengthy and nearly the fame in 
breadth. It isfeparated from the kingdom of Agra by 
the mountains of Arva. There is not a province in In- 
doflan in which the foil is more fertile, better watered, or 
interfered by a greater number of rivers. It were to be 
wifhed» that the climate were not burnt up during three 
months in the year, by a mod violent fouth wind. This 
country was already in pofibi&on of great advantages» 
when a foreign colony came to increafe its profperity« 

In the feventh century, the la(i king of Perfia, of the 
dynafty of the Sanafides, was dethroned by the Moham- 
medans* Several of his fubjeéts, diflatisfied with the con* 
queror, took refuge in the province of Sabluilan, from 
whence, a century after, they came to the ifland of Or- 
mus. In a (horc time they fet fail for India, and landed 
fortunately at Diu. Not contented lliU with this afylum, 
they reimbarked ; and the waves drove them upon a plea- 
fant fhore between Daman and Bacaim. The prince who 
governed that didrict confented to receive them, on con.- 
dition only that they fhould reveal the myfteries of their 
faith ; that they (Kould lay down their arms ; that they 
fhould fpeak the languaige of the country ; that their wo- 
men (hotdd go abroad unveiled, and that they fhould cek» 
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bifiite tlieir nuptials at- the clofe of the evening, zccorétng 
to the cudom of the countrjr* As thefe ftîpulations con- 
Utned nothing repugnant to their reh'giout notions, the 
people who ôed there for proteélion agreed to them. A 
[Nece of ground was aHoCted them, where they huilt a 
town, from whence they foon fpread further up the coun- 

A habit of labour happily contraéted by neceflity made 
thfim pFofper. Prudent enough not to interfere with af- 
fairs of government or war, they enjoyed a profound tran- 
qoittity m the midft of all the revolutions that happened 
horn time to time. In C€>nfequence of this ctrcumfpec- 
tion, and of the afHuence in which they lived, their num- 
ber increafed confiderably. They always remained a fe- 
parate peopk, dtdinguffhed by the name of Parfees, never 
• intermarrying with the Indians, and adhering to the reli- 
gions prîncipks which had obliged them to quit their 
coantry. Their tenets were thofc of Zoroafter, fome»» 
what altered by time, ignorance, and the rapacioufnefs of 
the pricfts. 

The induftry and aé^ivity of the new inhabitants, com^ 
monicated itfelf to the hofpitable nation that had fo wifely 
given them an afylum. Sugar, corn, indigo, and other 
pvndoâioni», were naturalized upon a foil, which before 
W been principally covered with rice g^ronnds. The 
fruits of the earth, and cattle, were multiplied, vaned» 
and brought to perArébion. The fields of India difplayed, 
w the firft time, thofe hedges, inclofures,- and other 
^^^fM and rural objeâs which embellifh and enrich fome 
of our pcgioBS. Manufactures made an equal progrefs 
^th cultivation. Cotton aifumed a more beautiful ap- 
pearance, and filk was at length manufactured in the pro- 
vince. The increafe of fiibfiftence, of labour, and of 

popalation, extended, in procefs of time, foreign connee- 
tioiis. 

The fplendour of Gusarat excited the ambition of two 
formidable powers. While the Portuguefe annoyed it on 
the fiic of the fca, by the ravages tney committed, by 
. the viétories they gained, and by the conqueft of Diu, 
juftly c deemed the bulwark of the kingdom ; the moguls» 
already matters of the north of India, and eager to ad- 
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▼aoce tQward the fouthern parts, where trade and riches 
were to be found, threatened it from the continent. 

Badur, a Patan by btrth, who then reigned over Guza- 
rat, (aw how impofllble it would be for him at once to 
withftand two fuch enemies, equally bent upon his de- 
flru6iion. He thought he had lefs to fear from a people 
whofe forces were feparated from his dominions by im- 
menfe feas, than from a nation firmly fettled on the fron- 
tiers of his provinces. This coniideration made him de« 
termine to be reconciled with the Portuguefe. The con* 
cefHons he made induced them to join with him againft 
Akbar, whofe aéiivity and courage they dreaded little 
lefs than he did. 

This aUiance difconcerted men who thought they had 
only Indians to deal with. They could not think of ^cn- 
gaging with Europeans, who were reputed invincible. 
The natives, not yet recovered from the confternation into 
which thefe conquerors had thrown them, reprefented 
them to the mogul foldlers as men come down from hea« 
Ten, or rifen from the waters, of a fpccies infinitely fupe- 
rior to the Afîatics, and far furpaifing them in valour, ge- 
nius, and knowledge. The army, feized with a panic, 
was urging the generals to march back to Delhi, when 
Akbar, convinced that a prince ^ho undertakes a great 
conquefl muft command his own forces, hafteued to his 
camp. He did not hefitate to promife hk troops that 
they (hould fubdue a people enervated by lui^ury, riches, 
pleafures, and the heat of the climate ; and that the glwy 
of purging Afia of that handful of banditti was rcferved 
for them. The army, thus encouraged, exprefled their 
fatisfaéiion, and marched on with confidence. They fooa 
eame to an engagement *, the Portuguefe, ill feconded by 
their allieSt were furrounded and cut to pieces \ Badur 
fled, and never appeared again. All the cities of Guzarat 
haftened to open their gates to the conqueror. This fine 
kingdom, in 1565, became a province of that vaft empire 
which was foon to fubdue all Indoftan. 

Under the mogul government, which was then in its 
full glory, Guzarat enjoyed more tranquillity tnan before. 
This ftate of fecurity gave a new impulfe to every indivi- 
dual. All the powers of the mind were unfolded ; and 
every fpecies of induftry acquired a degree of improTe- 
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ment before unknown. It became neceflarjr to find a 
ftaple where all thefe treafures were tp be coUeâed ; and 
Surat caoie into poflefBon of this valuable prerogative. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth Origin ami pro* 

eentury, Surat was nothing more than a greft of Surat» 

mean hannHet, confiding of fome fifher- 

men's huts» Handing upon the river Tapti, at a few miles 

diftance from the ocean. The advantage of its fit nation 

drew there fome workmen and fome merchants. They 

were plundered three or four times by pirates ; and it was 

to put a Hop tp thefe defiruétive inroads, that a fortrefs 

wasbuSt in 1524. At this period, the place acquired a 

degree of Importance which had confiderably increafed» 

when the moguls made themfelves mafiers of it. As this 

was the only maritime town which had then fubmitted to 

their yoke, they contraâed the habit of providing thcm- 

fdvcs with all their articles of luxury from thence. On 

the other hand, the Europeans, who had not any of the 

great fettlements they have fince made at Bengal and on 

l\ie coaH of Coromandel, bought moil of their Indian 

merchandize there. They were all coUe^cd at this fpot, 

as the people of Surat had taken care to form a navy fu- 

pcrior to that of their neighbours. 

Their (hips, which lalled for ages, were moflly of a 

thouland or twelve hundred tons burthen. They were 

hailt of a very firong wood, called teck. Indead of 

launching them with a cofily apparatus and complicated 

engines, they Içt the tide into the dock, as we have done 

iince, and thus fet them afloat. The cordage was made 

of the outward bark of the cocoa tree ; it was rougher 

and lefs pliable than ours, but at lead as llrong. If their 

cotton fails were neither fo ftrong nor fo lafting as our 

hempen ones, they were more eafily folded, and lefs apt 

to be torn. Inilead of pitch, they made ufe of the gum 

of a tree called damar, which was as good or better. 

The Ikill of their officers, though but moderate, was fuf- 

ficient for the feas^ and • the feafons in which they failed. 

With regard to their failors, commonly. called lafcars, the 

Europeans have found them ferviceable in their voyages 

ÎTom one part of India to another. They have even been 

n/. 11. B 
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employed fuccefsfuUy in bringing home into our ftoriny 
latitudes fuch (hips as had loft their crews. 

When we hardly fufpcdicdthat connmercc was founded on 
any certain principles, we found that thcfe principles were 
already known and praélifed in this part of Alia. Money 
was to be had there at a low price, and bills of «xchange 
«light be obtained for every market in India» Iitfurances 
for the.moft diftant navigations were very common. Such 
was the honefty of thefe traders, that bags of money 
ticketed and fealed by the bankers, would circulate^ for 
years, without ever being counted or weighed. , Fortune* 
were proportioned to the facility with which they were to 
be acquired by induftry.. Thofc of five or fix millions 
{about 240,000). on an average] were not uncommon^ 
and fome were even more confiderable. 

Manners of, the in^ These fortunes were moftly pof^ 
hMtants of Surat. fefled by the Baniana, a fet of traders 
^ noted fcr their honefty. A few mo- 

ments were fufficient for them to complete the \noft im^ 
portant concerns. Thefe were generally tranfaûed in the 
public markets. The perfon who wifhed to fell, announ- 
ced, in few words, and in a low voice, the value of hxa 
merchandize. He was anfwered by another man taking 
hold of his hand in a concealed manner. The buyer ufed 
to fignify, by the number of fingers which he bent, qr 
extended, how much lefs than the price reqm'red he meant 
to give ; and thus the bargain was moft frequently con- 
cluded, without a fingle word having pafted between the 
parties. In order to ratify it, the contratElors ufed to 
take hold of each other's hand a, fécond time ; and an 
agreement made with this degree of fimplicity was always 
inviolable. If difficulties aroie, a cifcumftance which very 
i:arcly happened, thefe prudent men prcferved, iii the moft 
complicated difciifiions, an evennefs of temper, asd a de- 
gree of politenefs, which it would not be eafy for us t» 
form any conception of. 

Their childrcui who aillfted at all bargains, were early- 
trained to this gentlenefs of manners. Upon the firft 
dawning of xeafon, they were initiated into all> the myf- 
teries of trade* It was a common thing to fee a child, of 
tea or twelve years old, able to fupply his fathti's "place. 
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What a cqntraft, what a ditfcrcnce, between this and the 
education of our children ; and yet» what a didance be- 
tween the attainments of the Indians and the progreCs of 
our knowledge ! 

Such of the Banians aahad Abjffinian Aaveffi a clrcunl- 
fiance very uncommon among thefe good natured men» 
treated them with a degree of humanity which muft ap- 
pear lingular to us. They brought them op as if they 
had been of their own family, trained them to bufinefii» 
advanced them money to enable them to trade for them- 
felrcs, and not only fuffered them'to enjoy the profits, but 
even allowed them to difpofe of thefe advantages in fa- 
vour of their defcendants, if they had ai)y. 

The ezpences of the Banians were not proportioned to 
their fortunes. As they ^ere reftrained by the principles • 
of their religion from eating meat, or drfhldng ftrong U« 
quorsy they lived upon fruits, and a few plain dimei* 
They never departed from this frugality, except upon the 
fettlement of their chil<^ren. On this fingle occauon, no 
expence was fpared for the entertainment, the mufic, the 
dancing, and the firewt)rks. Their, whole ambition was 
to tell how much the wedding had coft. Sometimes it 
amounted to a hundred thoufand crowns [12,500!.] 

Even their women had a tafte fpr this fimplicity o? man- 
ners ; and all their ambition confided in making tKem- 
fdvcs agreeable to their hufbands. Perhaps the great ve- 
neration, in which they held the nuptial tie^ arofe from 
the cuftom of marrying them in their earlieft infancy. 
That fentiment, was in their opinion, the moft facred part 
of their religion. They never allowed themfelves the leaft 
convcrfation with -ft rangers. Lefs refervc would not have 
fatisfied their hufban^, who could not hear, without 
aftonifhment, of the familiarity that prevailed between 
the two fexes in Europe. When they were told, that this 
freedom was attended with no ill confequence, they were 
not convinced ; but (hook their heads, and anfwered by 
one of their proverbs» which fignifies, ** that if you bring 
" butter too near the fire, you can hardly keep it from 
*< melting." * 

With 4ifiFerent euftoms, the Parfees,. had ftîll a more 
çtfpe£lable chaTaé^er. They were -robuft, handfomé, and 
indefattgahlc meoi adapted to all kinds of labour, but 
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excelling particularly In the building of fhips, and in agri- 
culture. Such was their mildnefs and upright condué^, 
that they were never called up before a magiftrate for any 
adl of violence, or any fraudulent contraft. The ferenity 
of their minds ivas painted on all their features, and in 
every look ; and their converfations was animated by a 
temperate cheerfulnefs. They delighted in rhymes, and 
feldom fpoke even about the moft ferions affairs, othcrwife 
than in verfe. They had no fixed place of worfhip ; but 
they ufed to affemble every morning and evening upon 
the high road, or near a fountain, to adore the riling and 
fetting fun. Even the fight of the lead fpark of fire in- 
terrupted all their occupations, and excited their fenfîbilî« 
ty, in the contemplation of that beneficent luminary. 
Inftead of burning the bodies of their dead, as the In- 
dians did, they depofited them in towers of an extreme 
height, where they ferved as food to birds of prey. 
Their prediledlion. for the followers of their religion, did 
not prevent them from being moved with the aiflidlions of 
all men, whom they aflifted with generofity. Their pity 
extended itfelf even to animals. One of their moft fa- 
vourite inclinations was to buy flaves, to give them a good 
education, and to reftore them afterwards to liberty. 
Their number, their union with each other, and their 
riches, fometimes rendered them fufpicious to government ; 
but thefe prejudices never prevailed for any length of 
time, againft the peaceable and regular conduél of thefe 
good people. The only thing they could be cenfured for, 
was, a difgutting uncleanlinefs, under the appearance of 
the moft refined neatnefs, and a too frequent ufe of ari~ in- 
toxicating kind of liquor, peculiar to themfelves. Such 
were the Parfees at their arrival in India ; fuch have they 
maintained themfelves in the midft of the revolutions that 
have fo frequently overturned the afylum they had chofen ; 
and fuch do they ftill remain. 

How widely diftant were the moguls from thefe pure 
and auftere manners ! No fooner had thefe mohammedans 
acquired the pofieifion of Surat, than they embarked in 
multitudes to go to Mecca. Several bf thefe pilgrims 
ufed to ftop at the port before their voyage ; and a ftill 
greater number at their return. The conveniences of life, 
which were more multiplied in this famous city than in the 
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reft of the empire, even induced many of the moft opulent 
to fit. their refidence there. Their days were fpent in in- 
dolence, or in pleafure. One part of the morning was em« 
ployed in takine pains to arch their eyebrows, to fettle 
their beards, and to paint their nails, and the infide of 
their hands. The reft of tbe day was devoted to riding 
on horieback, fmoking, drinking coffee, or perfuming 
themfelves ; or was fpent in reclining upon beds of rofet, 
to hear fabulous flories recounted, and in cultivating the 
poppy, a kind of amufement which had the moft power- 
ful attrapions for them. 

The entertainments in which thefe voluptuous men fre* 
quently indulged themfelves, in order to prevent the tap- 
dium of a too uniform kind of life, were begun by an 
aftonifhing profufion of refrefhments, fwtetmcats, and the 
moft exquiiite perfumes. Thefe quiet amufemcnts were, 
followed' by feats of ftrcngth or agility ufually exerctfed 
by the natives of Bengal. Tlicfe were focceeded by mudc, 
which might, perhaps, have been grating to a nice ear, 
although thefe orientalifts delighted iki it. The night was 
u(hered in by fireworks of a leis glarings light than ours, 
•and the reft of it was exhaufted by lucceifive bands of 
(lancers, more or lefs numerous according to the rank or 
opulence of thofe in whofe fervice they were engaged. 
When a faticty of pleafures invited to repofe, a kind of 
violin was introduced, which, by foft, uniform, and fre- 
quently repeated founds, lulled them to deep. The moft 
corrupt of them ufed to throw themfelves into the arms of 
Tome young Abyffinian flave, and employed every artifice 
praélifed in thefe regions^ to heighten this moft infamous 
of all pallions. 

The women were never admitted to thefe diverfions, 
bot they had alfo their dances to themfelves, and indulged 
in other amufements^ The preference which their huf- 
bands generally gave to courtezans, ftifted in their heart 
every lentiment of affedlion to them, and confequently 
of jealoufy among themfelves. Accordingly, they lived 
together in a tolerable ftate of harmony. They even went 
fo far as to rejoice when any new companion was announ- 
ced to them, becaufe this was an increafe of their fociety. 
Neverthelefs, they had a great influence in «11 important 
affairs, and a mogul was almoft always determined by the 
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jkdvice of his harem. Suqh of thefe wives as had no child*^ 
len, frequently went oat to' vifit relations of their own 
fcx. The reft might have eYijoyed the fame liberty, had 
they not preferred the honour of their fons, which is fm» 
gularly made to depend upon the opinion entertained of - 
the virtue of their mothers. They educated their child- 
ren themfelves with much care and tenderncfs, and never 
parted from them, not even when they quitted their fa- 
ther's houfe. 

If magnificence and conveniences could fupply the place 
of love and fentiment, a harem would have been a moft 
delightful place of rcfidence r every thing that could in- 
cite agreeable fenfations; was lavifhed with profuiion if^ 
thcfe retreats, impenetrable to man. Thé pride of the 
, moguls had even ordained, that . the women who (hould 
be adniitted to yifit them, fhould be prefented with very- 
rich prefents thç firll time of their coming, and fhould al» 
ways meet witlv a reception agreeable to the voluptuous, 
tafte of thefe climates. The European ladies, whofe fami- 
liarity with the Qther fex was revolting to Afiatic prem^ 
dices, and who for that reafon were thought to be of a 
very inferior tribe, were fcldom allovved to penetrate into 
(his kind of fanétuary. One of them, well known in 
England by l^^r talents, her graces, and^ her fpirtt of ob-^ 
fervation, wai» diftinguifhcd from the reft* The prefer- 
ence granted to Mrs. Praper enabled her to fee and ex* 
amine every thing.. She did not find in thefe unhappy 
women, living in a ftatc|of confinement, that air of dif- 
Âùn or cmbarrafTmcnt, which the little opportunity of 
exerting their faculties might have given them. Their 
manners appeared to her frank arid cafy ; and their con- 
vcrfation was diitinguifhed byfimplicity and foftnefs. 

Although the other nations fjpttled at Surat did not 
carry every fpecies of voluptuoufnefs to excefs, as the 
çaoguls did, yet they were not without their plcafurcs, in 
a city where the public edifices were generally deficient in 
taile and fymmctry. Private houfes had, indeed, no kind 
•f appearance ; but in all thofe belonging to opulent per- 
fons» gardens were feen filled with the moft beautiful 
powers ; fubtcrraneous dwellings contrived agaiaft the in- 
tenfe heats prevaihn^ through part of the year ; and fa- 
loons, where fountains \^erc playing. in bafoos. of; coarWc? 
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add which, by their frefhncfs and murmurings, invited 
them to foft repofe. 

One of the cuftoms mod univerfally adopted was bath- 
ing ; and after the bath, the body was nibbtd, or kneaded» 
as it were, Uke dough. This operation gave a fpnng to 
the different parts of the body, and an caîy circulation to 
the âuids. The perfon who had undergone it thought 
himfelf almod a new being. The fort of harmony which 
it re-eftablifhed throughout all the machine, led to a kind 
of intoxication, which excited an infinite variety of de- 
lightful fenfations. This ouftohi was faid to be brought 
iflto Indi& from China ; and fome epigrams of Martial, 
and declamations of Seneea, feem to hint, that it was not 
unknown to the Romans at the time When they refined 
upon every pleafure, a», the tyrants who enflaved thofe 
mafters of the world afterwards refined upon every tor- 
ture. 

There was another pleafure^ ftill of Defcrittlon of the 
a higher nature, perhaps, at Surat. halliaaeres^ more 
This was derived from its female dan« voluptuous at Su» 
cers, or balliadereij a name which the rat. 
Europeans > have always given them, 
from the Portuguefe* 

Numbers of thefe are cdleeled together in feminaries of 
pleafure. The moft accompli(hed of thefc focieties arc 
devoted to the richefr and moft frequented pagodas. 
Their deftination is to dance in the temples on their great 
fettivals, and to be fubfcrvicn^ to the pleafures of the br$- 
nims. Thefe priefts, who have not taken the artful and 
deceitful vow of renouncing the enjoyment of all plea- 
sures, in order to have an opportunity of indulging in 
them more freely, choofc rathtr to have women of their 
own, than at once to defile the ftate of celibacy or wed- 
lock. 'They do not invade another man's righc by adul- 
tery, but are fo highly jealous of the dancers^ whole wor- 
fltip and vows they fharre with the gods, that they never 
fuffer them, without reludance, to contribute to the 
amufement even of kings and great men. "* 

The rife of this lingular inllitution is not known. Pro- 
hably one bramin, who had a concubine, or^ wife, aflb- 
ciated with anothep bramin, who had likewife his cohcu- 
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bîne, or his wife ; and, in procefs of time» the mixture 
of fo many braminsand women occafioned fo many aé^s of 
infidelity, chat the women became common to all thofe 
prieils. Let but a number of ilngle perfons, of both 
fexes» be colleâed in a. cloifler, and a commonality of men 
and women will foon take place. 

By this mutual intercour fe jcaloufy was probably ex- 
tinguifhed ; and the women were not uneafy at the in- 
creafe of their numbers, nor the b'ramins at that of their 
order. It was rather a new conoueft than a rivalfhip. 

It ib no lefs probable, that, in order to palliate the In- 
famy of this licentioufnefs in the eyes of the people, all 
thefe women were confecrated to the fervice of the altar ; 
and thac the people readily confented to this kind of fu- 
perftition, as it infured their wiv^s and daughters from fê- 
dudion, by cpnfining the lawlefs defires of thefe monks 
to one particular fpot. 

The contrivance of ftamping a facred charafter upon 
thefe courtezans, might poflibly make parents the more 
willing to part with their beautiful daughters, and to con- 
fent that they fhould follow their calh'ng, and devote 
themfelves to thefe feminaries, from whence the fuperan»» 
nuated women might return to fociety without difgracè: 
for there is no crime that may not be fanClified, no virtue 
that may not be debafed, by the intervention of the gods. 
The very notion of a Supreme Being may, in the hands 
of a crafty prieft, be made fubverfive of all morality. 
He will affirm, not that fuch a thing is pleafing to the 
gods, becaufe it is good ; but that fuch a thing is good, 
becaufe it is pleafing to the goda. 

The hram ins* wanted only to gain another point, in or- 
der to complete this inftitution ; which was, to perfuadc 
the people that it was decent, holy, and pleafing to the 
gods, to marry a balliadcre in preference to all other wo- 
men, and confequently to induce them to folicit the re- 
mains of their debaucheries as a particular mark of fa- 
vour. 

In every city there are other companies, not fo feleA 
as the former, for the amufement of the rich, and others 
for their wives. Perfons of ever)- religion, and of every 
jcaft may enrjploy them. There are even ft rolling compa- 
nies 'of them, conducted by old wolncn, who, having 
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been themfelvcs trained up in thefe feminaries, arc pro- 
moted in time to the dircÔion of them. 

Thefe handfome girls have the cuttom, as lingular as it 
is difguilfu), of being always followed by an old dtform« 
fd roufician, whofe employment is to beat time with an 
infllrument of brafs, which the Europeans lately borrowed 
of the Turks to add to their military mulic, and which in 
India is called a tam^ The man who holds it» is conti- 
nually repeating that word with fuch vehemence, that by 
degrees he works himfelf up into dreadful coavuliions % 
while the balliaderes, intoxicated. with the defire of pleaf- 
ing, and the fweets with which they are perfumed, are at 
length tranfported beyond their fenfes. 

Their dances are, in general, love pantomimes : the 
plan, the defign, the attitudes, the time, the airs, the ca* 
(ience of thefe ballets, are all expreffive of this paffion» 
with all its raptures and extravagances. 

Every thing confpires to the amazing fuccefs of thefe 
voluptuous women ; the art and richnefs of their attire, 
w well as their ingenuity in fctting off their beauty. Their 
long black hair filling over theif fhoulders, or braided and 
tnrned up, is loaded with diamonds, and (Iruck with 
Bowers. Their necklaces and bracelets are enriched with 
precious ftones. Even their nofe-jewels, an ornament* 
which fhocks us at iirft fight, has fomething pleafin^ ia 
it) and fets off all the other ornaments by a certain iym- 
metry, the cffeA of which, though inexplicable^ is yet 
fenfibly felt by degrees. 

Nothing can equal the care they take to preferve their 
breafts, as one of the moft ftriking marks of^ their beauty» 
To prevent them from growing large or ill-(haped, they 
ioclofe them in two cafes, made of an exceeding light 
wood, which are^ joined together, and buckled behind. 
Thefe cafes are fo fmooth and fo fupple, that they give 
way to the various attitudes of the body, without being 
flattened, and without injuring the delicacy of the fkin. 
The outftde of thefe cafes is covered with a leaf of gold 
ftndded with diamonds. This rs certainly one of the moft 
refined kind of ornaments, and the beft calculated to pre- 
ferve beauty. They take it off and put it on again with 
(agdar facility. This covering of the breaft doer ntt 
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prevent the palpltatlonSi heavings, and tender emotions of 
it fràm being perceived : it conceals nothing that can con- 
tribute to excite dciire. 

Moft of thefe dancers imagine it an addition tp the 
beauty of ttTeir complexion, and the impreflion of their 
looks, to trace a black circle round their eyes with a hair 
bodkin, dipped in the powder of antimony. This bor- 
rowed beauty, celebrated by all the eailern poets, and 
which appeared very fmgular at ûrà to the Europeans, 
has at length become perfeftly agreeable to them. 

The whole life, the whole employment, the whole feli- 
city of the balliadcres, confills in the ar^.of pleafing. It 
is not eafy to rcfift their fcducing manners. They are 
even preferred to thofe beauties of Cafiin^ere, who fill the 
feraglios of Indoftan, as .the fair Georgians and Circaffians 
do thofe of Ifpahan and Conilantinople. The modefty, 
or rather the referve of proud flaves, fequedcred.from the 
fociety of men, cannot balance the miraculous arts of thefe 
expert courtezans. 

Extent of the com- They were nowhere fo much in re» 
merce of Surat. pute as at jSurat, the riclieil and moll 
Resolutions it has populous city in India. It began to 
experienced» decline in 1664; and was pillaged by 

the famous Sevagi, who carried off 
twenty-fivfe or thirty millions [about i,200,oool. on an 
average.] The plunder would have been infinitely greater, 
had not the Enghfh and Dutch efcaped the public tala- 
mity, by the care they had taken to fortify their faâones, 
.and had not the raofl valuable effe<Rs been lodged in the 
caftle, which was out of the-enemy's reach. This lofs 
made the inhabitants more cautious. They built ^walls . 
round the city to prevent the like misfortune, the ef- 
fcds of which were removed, when the Enghfh, in 1686, 
with fhameful and inexcufable rapacity, (lopped all the 
(hips that were fitting out at Surat to be difpatched to 
the feveral feas. This piracy, which lafted three years, 
deprived this famous mart of almoft every branch of trade 
that was not its own pecuhar property. The town wa» 
nearly reduced to its own natural riches. 

Other pirates have iince infefied thofe latitudes^ and 
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from time to time difturbcd/the trade of Surat. Evea 
the caravans, that carried the merchandize to Agra, to 
Delhi, and all over the empire, were not always fccurcd 
from the attacks of the fubjeéis of the independent rajahs, 
which they met with on the feveral roads. A lingular 
expedient was formerly contrived for the fecurity ot the 
caravans, -which was, to put them under the protection of 
a woman or child, of a race efteemcd facrcd by the nations 
they dreaded. When the banditti appeared, the guardi- 
ans of the caravans threatened to dellroy themfelves if 
they perfiiled in their refolution of plundering it, and a^- 
ually did fo if they did not yield to their rtmonftrancef. 
Thefe profligate men, who had not been rellraincd by re- 
fpedt of blood. held facred, were excommunicated, degrad- 
ed, and call out of their iribe. The di^ead of thefe Icverc ^ 
punifliments was fometimes a check upon avarice ; but 
fince univerfal commotions have prevailed in Indoftan, no- 
cOnfideratioii can allay the thirft of gold. 

Notwithftandiug all thefe misfortunts, Surat is flill a 
great trading city. The produce of the numberlefs ma-- 
nufadlures throughout Guzarat is depolited in its ware- 
hoLifes. A great part is carried into the inland countries ; . 
we reft is conveyed to all parts of the globe by continual • 



voyages 



The goods more commonly known are, lit, dutties, a- 
kind of coarfe unbleached* cloth, veorn in Perfia, Arabia, . 
Abyffinia, and the eattern coaft of Africa ; and blue lin- 
ens, which are difpofed of inr the fame maiitner, and arc 
likcwife fold' to the Englifh and Dutch for their Guinea 
trade. ' ■* ., \ 

2* The blue and white checks of Cambaya, which are 
worn^for. mantles in Arabia and Turkey : fomç are coarfe,-. 
and foooe fine, and fortie even mixed with gold for the ufc 
oftheridi; 

3. The white linens of Batokia', fo well known by the 
aame of bafcas. Ad» -they arc ittctremely fine, they make 
fummer caftans for the Turks aAd Perfians. The fort of 
muflin, with a gold' ft rfpé a$- each end, with which: they 
Biakc their turbans, k mariufaéliii-éd at the fame place. 

4« The pirinted calicoes of Am^dabat, the colour^ of 
whieh are as bright,^ afl( fin^, and asf durable, as thofe of 
GoFJmaodd. Tlwjy aSrc wcwn in- Perfia, in Turkey,' aod 
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in Europe. The rich pçopîe of Java, Sumatra, and the 
Molucca {flands, make pagnes and coverlets of thefe 
chintzes. 

5. The gauzes of Bairapour ; the Uue ones are worn 
by the common people in Pcrfia and Turkey for their 
fuymer clothing, and the red ones by perfons of higher 
rank. The Jews, who arc not allowed by the Porte to 
wear white, make their turbans of thefe gauzes. 

6. Mixed fluffs of filk and cotton, plain, ftriped, feme 
with fatin flripes, forac mixed with gold and filver. If 
they wei-e not fo dear, they would be efleemed even iii 
Europe for the brightnefs of their colours, and the fine 
execution of their flowers, though their patterns are fo 
indifferent. They foon wear out, but this is of little con- 
fèquence in the feraglios of Turkey and Perfia, where 
they are ufed. 

7. Some arc filk, called tapis. Thefe arc pagnes of 
feveral colours, much c deemed in the eaftcrn parts of In- 
dia. Many more would be woven, if it had not been ne- 
eeffary to ufe foreign materials, which enhance the price 
too much. 

8. Shawls, very light, warm, and fine cloths, made of 
the aVooI of Çafïîmere. They are dyed of different co- 
lours, ftriped, and flowered. They arc worn for a winter 
drefs in Turkey, Perfîai and the more temperate parts of 
India. With this fine wool, turbans are woven, that are 
cU-wIde, and a little more than three ells long, which fell 
for as much as a^^thoufand crowns [ 1 25U3 Though this 
wool be fometimes^ manufa<5tured at Surat, the fine^ 
works of this kind are made at Caflimere. 

Bcfide the prodigious quantity of cotton made ufe of in ^ 
the manufactures of Surat, feven or eight thoufand bales 
at leaft are annually difpatched to BengaL A piuch 
greater quantity is fent to China« Perfia, and Arabia* 
when the crops are very plentiful. If they are moderate^ 
the overplus is carried down the Gailges,. where it is al« 
vrays fold at a higher price. 

Though Surat receives, in exchange for heF exports» 
porcelain from China ; filk from Bengal and Perfia \ maflt 
«nd pepper from Malabar ; gums, dates, dried fruits, cop* 
per, and pearls, from Perfia ; perfumes aiid flaves from 
Arabia \ great quantities of .fpif;cs from the Dutch ; iron. 
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' lead, do thy cochîncal» and fome , hardwares» from the 
L £ngli(h ; the balance is fo much in her favour, as to bring 
r» in yeatly twenty- five or twenty- fix millions of livres [from 
f 1,041,6661. 13s. 4(1. to i»o83,333?. (>%. 8d.3 in ready mo* 
ncy. The profit would be much greater, if the riches of 
the court of Delhi were not conveyed into another 
channel. 

This balance, however, could never rife again to what 
it was when the French fettled at Surat in 1 668. Their 
leader's name was Caron. He was a merchant of French 
extradlion, who was grown old in the fer vice of the Dutch 
company. Hamilton fays, that this able man, who had 
ingratiated himfelf with the emperor of Japan, had ob- 
tained leave to build a houfe for his mafters on the ijQand 
where the fadiory flood which was under liis diredlion. 
This building proved to be a cadle. The natives, who 
knew nothing of fortification, did not entertain any fufpi- 
cion of it. They furprifed fome pieces of cannon that 
were fending from Batavia, and informed the court of 
what was going forward. Caron was ordered to repair to 
Jeddo, to give an account of his conduâ. As he had no- 
thing reafonable to allege in his vindication, he was treated 
with great feverity and contempt. His beard was pluck- 
ed up by the roots, a fool's cap and coat were put upon 
him, and in this condition he was.expofed to the infults of 
the populace, and baniihed from the empire. The recep» 
tion he met with at Java gave him a <}ifguft againft the 
intereft he had efpoufed ; and, aduated by revenge, h« 
went over to the French, and became therr ageat. 
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Surat, where they had fixed him, did Enterprlfe of tht 
not anfwer his idea of a chief fettlement. French on the 
He diiliked his fituation ; he lamented iflands of Ceylom 
his being obliged to purchafe his fafety and St, Thomas, 
by fubmiflion ; he forefaw it would be a Their fetilement 
difadvantage to carry on trade in com* at Pondkherry, 
petition with richer nations, who knew ' 
more, and were in greater çfleem, than themfelves. 
He wifhed to find an independent port in the centre 
of India, or in fome of the Spice iflands, without which 
he thought it- impof&ble for any company to fupport 
itfclf. The bay of Trin^uemalc, ia.the ifland of èej- 
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Ion, appeared to him to unite all thcfc advantages; and 
be accordingly tailed for that place with a powerful 
fquadron, which had byn fei.t him from Europe, under 
the command of La Haye, who was to ad uïider his dî- 
red'on- The French believed, or ftigned to believe, that 
a fettlement might be made there, without encroaching up-^ 
qn the rights of the Dutch, whofe property had never 
been acknowledged by the fovereign 6f the iflând, with 
whom the former had entered into a treaty. 

All that. was alleged might indeed be true, but the event 
was not the more luccefsful. A projet, which ought to 
have been kept a profound fccret, was divulged ; an expe- 
dition, which ought to have been effeded by furp'rife, was 
executed deliberately ; and the French were intimidated 
by a fleet which was not in a condition to fight,, and which 
could not poffibly have received orders to hazard an en- 
gagement. The greater part of the fhips* crews, and of 
all the land forces, perifhed by want and ficknefs ; fomc 
men were left in a fmall foi^t that had been creeled, where 
they w^re foon compelled to furrender. With the re- 
maining few who had furvived the hardships of this expe- 
dition, the French went in fearch of provifioris on the 
,CQaft of Coromandel ; but finding none either on the 
Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar, or anywhere clfe, im- 
pelled by defpair, they attacked St. Thomas, where they 
■were informed there was great plenty. 

This town, which had long been in a flouri/hing condi- 
tion, had been built by the Portuguefe above a hundred 
years before. The king of Golconda having conquered 
the Carnatic, did not fee without regret, fo important a 
place in foreign hands, he fent his generals to attack it in 
1662, and they madethemfelves mailers of it. The forti- 
fications, though confiderable and in good repair, did not 
ftop the progrefs of the French, who took then^ by tlorni 
in 1672. They were foon attacked here, and' were for- 
ced to furreftder two years after ; becaufe the Dutch, who 
were at war with Lewis XIV, joined with the Indians to 
cx^el them. 

This laïl event would have entirely ruined the cntcr- 
prifc, after all the expence the government had been at to 
fopport the company, had not Martin been one of the 
ijierchants fent on board La Hayè^ fquadron. Hê. col- 
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leéicd the remains of the two colonies of Ceylon and St* 
Thomas, and with them he pcop:ed the little town of 
Pondicherry, that had been lately ceded to him, and was 
rifingto a city, when the company tntertained good hopes 
of a new fettlement, which they had now an opportunity 
of forming in India* 

Some mîfiîoTiarîes had "preached the The French are 
gofpel at Siam. They had gained the ininted to Siam» 
love of the people by their doé^rine and Defcription of 
by their behaviour. Plain, good-natnr- that kvi^dom, 
ed, and humane men, without intrigue 
or avarice, they gave no jealoufy to the government nor 
to the people 5 they had infpired them with refpeé^ 
and love -for the French in general, and in particular for 
Lewis XIV. 

A Greek, of a reftlefs and ambitions fpirit, named Con- 
ftantine Faulkon, in hid travels to Siam, had fo far enga- 
ged the afFcdlioha of the prince, that in a fhort time he 
raifed him to the poll of prime minifter, or barcalon ; an 
office which nearly anfwers to the ancient maires of the 
palace of France. 

Faulkon governed both the people and the king in the 
mod defpotic manner. The prince was weak, a valetudi- 
narian, and had no iflue. Hi» minifter conceived a proje^ 
to fuccecd him'; poffibly to dethrone him. It is well 
known that thefe aiten^ptô are as eafy and as frequent in 
abfolute governments, as they are difficult and uncommon 
in countries where the prince governs by the rules of juf- 
tice ; where the origin and meafure of his authority is re- 
gulated by fundamental and immutable laws, which- are 
under the guardianftiip of numbers of able magiltrates. 
There the enemies of the fovereign (hew that they are ene* 
mics of the ftate ; there they fitid ihemfelves foon thwart- 
ed in tkeir defigris by all the forces of the nation ; be- 
caufe, by rebelling again ft the chief, they rebel againft the 
laws which are the ftanding and unalterable will of the na- 
tion. 

Faulkon formed the defign of mak^g the French fubi* 
Servient to his fcheme» asfome ambkit^us men had fbrmet- 
ly made ufc of a guard of fix hund'red Japanefe, who had 
often di%Qfed of the crov^n of Sieinu He fent ain}>afla- 
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idors iDto France in 1684, to make a tender of his mafter^a 
alliance» to offer fea^ports to the French merchants» and 
to afk for (hips and troops. 

The oftentatious vanity of Lewis XIV took advantage 
of this embaffy. The flatterers of that prince, who was too 
much extolled, though he certainly deferved commenda- 
tion, pcrfuaded him, that his fame, Ipread throughout the 
world, had procured Xa him the homage of the £aft. He 
was not fatisfied with the enjoyment of thefe vain ho- 
nours ; but endeavoured to improve the difpofitions of the 
king of Siam to the beneiit of the India company, and 
dill more of the miflionaries. He fent out a fquadron lo 
which there were a greater number of jcfuits than of 
traders ; and in the treaty which was eoncluded between 
the two kings, the French ambaffadors, direcl^d.by the 
jefuit Tachard, attended much' more to the concerns of 
religion than to thofe of commerce. 

The company dill entertained great hopes 0/ the 
fetllcment at Siam, and thefe hopes were not iU<>ground<> 
cd. 

That kingdom, though divided by a ridge of moun- 
tains that is continued till it meets with the rocks of 
Tartary, is fo prodigiouAy fruitful, that many of it« cul- 
tivated lands yield two hundred per cent. Some will 
even bear plentiful crops fpontaneoully. The com, coi- 
le^ed a& it was at nrii produced, without care, and 
without trouble, left as it were to nature, falls off and 
perifhes in the field where it grew, in order to vegetate 
agaiii in the waters of the ilream that flows through the 
kindom» 

There is, perhaps, no country where fruits grow in fuch 
plenty and variety, or are fo wholefome, as in this delight- 
ful fpot. Some are peculiar to the country ; and .thofe 
which are equally the produce of other countries have a 
much finer fmell, and are much higher flavoured» ihad in 
any other part of the world. 

The earth» always covered with thefe treafures which 
are conftantlv fpringing up afrefh, alfo conceals, under a 
very fupcrflcial furtace» mines of gold, copper, loadftone» 
iron lead» and çaline, a fpccies of tin» which is highly ya» 
}ued throughout Afia. 

All thefe adT^tage« arc readered ofeltfs by the moft: 



B^ AT. IN TH& EAST AND WEST Iin)lBS. 4 1 

dreadful tyranuy. A pnoce, corrupted by his power, 
^ while he is indulging in hia feragUo» opprefles his people 
by his caprices, or iuiFers them to be opprefled by his in- 
doleace. At Siam there are no fubjeétB, all are Oaves. 
The men are divided into three clafles : the firft ferve as a 
guard CO the monarch, till his lands, and are employed in 
different manufactures in his palace. The Second are ap« 
poioted to public labours, and to the defence of the ftate» 
The third clafs are declined to ferve the magtûrates, the 
minifters, and principal officers of the kingdom. Every 
Siamefe advanced to any eminent poli: is allowed a certain 
number of men who are at his difpofal ; fo that the fala- 
ries aonexed to great officers are well paid at the court of 
Siam, becaufe they are not paid in money, but in meay 
who coft the prince nothing. Thefe unfortunate people 
arc regiftered at the age of fixteen. Every one on the 
firÇt fammons muft repair to the poft affigned him upon 
pain of being put in irons, or condemned to the bafti-^ 
nado. 

In a couatry where all the men muft work for the go- 
vernment during fix months in the year, without bemg 
paid or fubfifted, and during the other fix to earn a main* 
tenânce for the whole year j in fuch a country, the very 
lands muft feel the efFedls of tyranny, aixd confequently 
there is no property. The delicious fruits that -enrich the 
gardens of the ihonarch and the. nobles, are not fufFered 
to ripen in thofe of private men. If the foldiers who are 
lent out to examine the orchards difcover forae tree laden 
with choice fruits, they never fail to mark it for the tyrant's 
table, or that of liis minifters. The owner becomes the 
guardian of it, and is anfwerablc for the fruit under very 
fevere penalties. 

The men are not only flaves to men, but alfo to the 
heafls. The king of Siam keeps a great number of ele- 
phants. Thofe of his palace are particularly taken care 
w, and have extraordinary honours paid to them. The 
' n\eaneft. have fifteen flaves to attend them, who are con- 
ttantly employed in cutting hay, and gathering bananas 
and fugar-canee for them. The king takes fo much pride 
m thefe creatures, which are of no real ufe, that he cfti- 
"jates his power rather by their number than by that of 
at* provinces. Under pretence «f feeding thcfe animals 
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welî, theiV attendants will dme them into gardens, and 
cultivated lands, that they may trample upon them, unlcfs 
the owôers will purchafe an exemption from thefe vexa- 
tions by continual prefents. No man would dare to en- 
clofe his field againft the king's elephants, many of whonn 
are decorated with honourable titles, «and advanced to the 
higheft dignities in the ftate. 

Thefe horrors are revoking to o\\X minds ; and yet wc 
"have no right to difcredit therti ; we who boafl offome 
philofophy, and of a tnilder ktrtd of government ;, and 
who neverthelefs live in a kingdom where the wretched 
peafant is loaded with* irons, if he fhould dare to mow liîs 
meadow, or to difturb his field during the feafon of the 
coupling and hatchirtg of the. partridges ; where he is 
obliged to leave his vines to thé mercy of the rabbits, and 
fuffer his harveft to become a prey to deers, ftags, and 
boars j and where he would be fentenced to the galleys, if 
he had the boldnefs to ftrike, either veith his whip or withr 
a ftick, any of thefe voracious animals. 

Such various afts of tyranny make the Siamefe detcft 
theif native country, though they confider it as the beft 
upon earth. Moft of them fly from oppreffion .into 
the forefts, where they lead a favage life, infinitely pre- 
fcrabl(é to t^at of fociety cofrupted by defpotifm. So- 
great is this defertion, that, from the port of Mergui to 
Juthia the capital of the empire, one may travel for a 
week together, without meeting with the leaft fign of po- 
pulation, through an immenfe ejttent of country, well wa- 
tered, the foil of which is excellent, and ftill bears the. 
marks of former cultivation. This fine country is. now 
©ver-nm with tigers. 

It was formerly inhabitedby men. Bèfide the natives,- 
It was fiill of fettlements that had been fucceflively formed* 
there by the nations fituated to the eaft of Afia. -Their 
inducement was the immenfe trade carried on there. All 
hiftorians atteft, that in the beginning of the fixteenth 
century a great number of (hips came into thefe roads 
every year. The tyranny which prevailed foon after, fuc- 
ceflively deftroyed the mines, the manufaftures, and agri- 
culture. All the foreign merchants, and even thofe of 
the nation, were involved in the fame ruiu. The date fell 
into confiifioni and confequcntly became languid. The 



Sod jr. IN THE EAST AN© WEST' INDIES. 43 

French, on their arrival, found it thus reduced. General 
poFerty prevailed, and ^^one of the arts were excrcifed ; 
while the people were under the dominion of a defpotic 
tyrant, who, in attempting to monopolize all the trade, 
inevitably deftroyed it. The few ornaments and articles 
of luxury that were confumed at court, and in the houfes 
of the great, came from Japan. The Siamefe held the 
Japanejfe in high eflimation, and preferred their works to 
all others* 

It was no eafy matter to divert j^dvantages *tvhich 
them from this attachment, and yet the French might 
it was the only way of procuring a have derived from 
demand for the produce of French Siam* 
indoftry. If any thing could efFcdl 
this change, it was the chriftian religion, which the prieffs 
of the foreign millions had preached to them, and not 
without fuccefs ; but the jefuits, too much devoted to 
Faulkon, who began to be odious, abufcd the favour they 
enjoyed at court, and drew upon themfelves the hatred of 
the people. Thiç odium was transferred from them to their 
religion. They built churches before there were any 
chriftians to frequent them. They founded mohafteries, 
aiid by thefe proceedings occafioncd the common people 
and the talapoys to revolt. The talapoys are the monk,s 
of the country ; fomc of whom lead a folitary life, and 
others are bufy intriguing men. They preach to the peo- 
ple the doftrines and precepts of Sommona Kodom. That 
lawgiver of the Siamefe was long honoured as a fage, and 
has fince been revered as a god, or as an emanation of the 
deity, a fon of God. A variety of marvellous ftories are 
told of this man : he lived upon one grain of rice a-day : 
he pulled out one of his eyes to give to a poor man, hav- 
ing nothing clfe to beftow on him. Another time he gave 
away his wife. He commanded tlie ftars, the rivers, and 
the mountains. But he had a brother, who frequently 
oppofed his defigns for the good of mankind. God aveng- 
ed him, and crucified that unhappy brother. This fable 
W prejudiced the Siamefe againll the religion of a cruci- 
fied God ; and they could not worfhip Jefus Chrift, be- 
caafe he died the fame death as the brother of Sommona 
Kodom. 
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. If the French could not carry their commodities to' 
: Slam, they could at leaft graduaUy iofplre the people ivith 
a tafte for them, prepare the way for a great trade w^ith 
this country, and avail themfelves of that which aélually 
offered, to open connexions with all the Eaft. The fitu- 
ation of that kingdoni between two gulfs, where it ex- 
tends one hundred and iixty leagues along the fea coaO: oq 
the one gulf, and about two hundred on the other, vrould 
have opened the navigation of all the feas in that part of 
the world. The fortrefs of Bancoc, built at the mouth 
of the Menan, which had been put in^o the hands of the 
Trench, was an excellent mart for all tranfadUons they 
"might have had with China, the Philippines, or any of the 
caftern pans of India. Mergui, the principal port of the 
kingdom, and one of the beft in Afia, which had likewife 
been ceded to them, would have greatly facilitated their 
trade with the coaft of Coromandel, and chiefly with Hen- 
gal. It fecured to them an advantageous intercourfe with 
the kingdoms of Pegu, A va, Arracan, and Lagos, coun- 
tries dill more barbarous than Siam, but where the fineft 
rubies in the world, and fome gold duft, are to be found* 
All thefe countries, as well as Siam, produce the tree 
which yields that valuable gum, with which the Chinefe 
and Japanefe make their varnifh ; and whoever is in pof- 
feffion of this commodity, may be certain of carrying on a 
very:Jucrative trade with China and Japan. 

Befide the advantage of meeting with good Icttlements, 
which were no expencc to tlie Company, and. might throvr 
into their hands a great part of the trade of the Eaft, they 
might have brought home from Siam, ivory, logwood, 
like that which is cut in the bay of Campeachy, a great 
deal of caflia, and all the buffalo and deer fliins that the 
Dutch formerly brought from thence. They might have 
grown pepper there, and^ poffibly, other fpices which 
were not to be found in the country, as the people did 
not underfkind the culture of them, and becaufe the 
wretched inhabitants of Siam are fo indifferent to every 
thing, that nothing fncceeds with them. 

The French paid no regard to thefe objeds,- The 
faftors of the Company, the officerç, and the jefuits,, 
were equally ignorant of trade : the whole attention of 
the latter was taken up in converting the natives, and 
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making themfelves mailers of them. At laft, after hav- 
ing given but a weak afliftance to Faulkon at the jnftant 
when he was ready to execute his defigns» thev were in- 
volved in his difgrace ; and the fortrefles of Mergui and 
BancoCy defended by French troops, were taken from 
them by the moft cowardly of all people. 

During the (hort time that the French VUiiff of the 
were fettled at Siam, the company en^ea- French upon 
voured to eftablifh themfelves at Tonquin. Tonauin and * 
They fluttered themfelves that they might - Cochin<hifia. 
trade with fafety and advantage with a 
nation which had for about feven centuries been inflruâed 
by the Chinefe. Theifm prevails among them, which is 
the religion of Confucius» whofe precepts and writings 
are there holden in greater veneration than even in China. 
But there is not the fame agreement as in China in the 
principles of government, religion, laws, opinions, rites, 
and ceremonies : and though Tonquin has the fame law- 
giver, it is far from having the fame fyftem of moraUty. We 
and there neither that refped for parents, that love for the 
prince, thofe reciprocal aSfeâions, nor thofe focial virtues 
which are met with in China, nor have they the fame good 
order, police, induftry, or aélivity. 

This nation, which is devoted to exceflive indolence, 
and is voluptuous without tafle or delicacy, lives in con- 
fiant diftrnit of Its foyereigns and of ftrangers. It is doubt* ' 
fbl whether this miftruft proceeds from a natural reftleff* 
nefs of temper, or whether their fpirit of fedition be ow- 
ing to this circumftance, that the Chinçfe fyftem of mo- 
rality has enlightened the people without improving the 
government. Whatever be the progrefs of knowledge, 
whether it come from the people to the government, or 
from that to the people, it is heceiTary that both fhould 
be enlightened at. the fame time, or elfe the ftate will be 
expofed to fatal revolutions. Accordingly, in Tonquin, 
there is a continual ftruggle between the eunuchs who go- 
vern, and the people who impatiently bear the ydke. 
Every thing langulfhes and tends to ruin in confequence of 
thefe diflenûons ; and the calamities muft increafe, till 
the people have compelled their mailers to grow wifer, 
or the matters have rendered their fubjeéts quite infenf- 
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iWe. Tue Portuguefc and the Dutch, who had attempt- 
ed to form fome connexions in Tonquîn, had been forced 
to give them up. The French were not more fuccefsful. 
No Europeans have fmce oarried on that trade, except fome 
few merchants of Madras, who have alternately forfaken 
and refumed it. They divide with theChinefe the export-' 
ation of copper and ordinary (llks, the only commodities 
of any valne that country affords. 

CochIn«China lay too near to Siam not to draw the at- 
tention of the French; and they would probably have 
fLxc4 there, had they had fagacity enough to forefce what 
degree of fplendour that rifing ftate would one day acq^uvre. 
The Ejuropeans ai^ indebted to a philofophical traveller 
for what little they know with certainty of that fine court- 
try. The following is the refult of his obfervatio'ns : — 

When the' French arrived in thofe diftant regions, they 
learned, tliat, about half a century before, a prince of 
Tonqiuin, as he lied from his fovereigh, who purfued him 
as a rebel, had, with his foldiers and adherents, crowed the 
river, which ferves as a barrier between Tonquîn and Co- 
chin-China. The fugitives, who were warlike and civilized 
people, foon expelled the fcattered inhabitants, who wan- 
dered about without any fociety or form of government, 
or withôUL any law, except that of mutual intereft, which 
prompted them not to injure one anothef. Here €hcy 
. founded an empire upon the bafis of agriculture and pro- 
perty. Rice was \hc food the mod eafily cultivated, and 
the moft plentiful ; upon this article, therefore, the new 
colonifls bellowed their firft attention. The Tea and the 
rivers attraAed a number of inhabitants to their borders, 
by the profufion of excellent fifh they afforded. Domef- 
tie animals were bred in the country ; fome for food, 
others for labour. The inhabitants cultivated> the trees 
they were mott in want of, fuch as the cotton for their 
clothing. The^fiountains and forefts, which could not be 
cultivated, aiforded wild fbwl, metals, gums, perfumes, 
aad wood of an excellent kind. Th^fe productions ferved 
as fo many materials, means, and objeâs, of commerce. 
One hundred galleys were built, which are con flan tly em- 
ployed in defending the coafts of the kingdom. . 

All thefc feveral advantages of nature were well bcftow- 
cd upon a people of a mild and humane difpofition, which 
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they partly owe to tbelr women } whether this iofloeoce 

) they acquire be owing to their b<auty, or whether it be 

; the particular efPed of their ailiduity anid of their ikiU ta 

I huGnefs, is not eafy to detc>rB(vi9e : in geikeral we obfcrve^ 

L that in the firll beginning of all focieiie», the women ace 

I foooer civilized than the men. ' £ven their w^akoefà» and 

I their fedentary life» their being more tajcenup with varioua 

details, and with cares oi a lefs important Dature» fumifh 

them fooner with that knowledge and experience» and in* 

dine them to thofe domefttc attachmeiita» ^jch are the 

M promoters and ilronged ties of focietv. . 1 his is^ per-^ 

haps, the reafon why» in m^ny favage nations» the womca 

are entruilcd with th^adminiilration of civil government, 

which is but a higher degree of . don^cftic economy. So 

long as the ft ate is but as one great family, the women 

are cap^le of uiidertaking the management of it. Then, 

undoubtedly, ihe^ people a^c bappicft» efpecially in a dim* 

ate where nature hf^s. left; but.Uttlc for man to do. 

iSuch is t^e.climi^e of Cochia^China. Accordingly, the 
people, though but imj erfedly civilized, enjoy that happi* 
nefs which might excite the envy of moro improved focic- 
ties. They have neither robbers nor beggars. Every 
ODC is at liberty to live at his own houfe, or at his neigh« 
hour's. A traveller freely enters a houfe in any village, 
ûts 4ovWn to tablcji eats and drink», without being invited 
or aiked any. quelUon^i^ an4 then goes away without ac« 
\ kpowleâg^ng the civility. He ia a man, and therefore à 
! fricad^and relation of the family. , If he were a foreigner, 
-he would excite more curiofityi but would be equally 
welcome. 

. Thefe cuftoms are the relics of the government of the 
firft fix kings of Cochin-China, and derived from the ori- 
; ;^nal contrad^ entered into between thé nation and their 
leader, before they croffed the river that divides Tonquin 
from Cochin-Ghina. Thefe men were weary of opprelfion. 
They dreaded the like calamity, and therefore took care 
to guard a^Inft the abufe of authority, which is Xo apt to 
tranfgrefs its due limits, if not kept under fome reftrainl. 
Their chief, who iiad fet them an example of liberty, and . 
taught them to revolt, promifed them that felicity which 
he himfelf chofe to enjoy ; that of a juft, mild, and par* 
«Qt^ government* île cultivated with them thie la&d m 
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which they had all taken refuge . He never demanded 
any thing of them» except an annual and voluntary con- 
tnbution, to enable him to -defend the nation againft the 
tyrant of TonquiiH who', for a long time, purfued them 
beyond the river which feparated them from him* 

This primitive contract was religioufly obferved for up- 
wards of a century, under five or fix fucceifors of that 
brave de^verer : but at lail it has- been infringed . The 
reciprocal and folemn engagement between the king and 
his people is ftill renewed every year, in the face of heaven 
and ;earth, in a general affembly of the whole nation, col- 
leâed in an open field, where the olded man prefides, and 
where the king only affifts as a private perfon. He ftill 
honours and proteâs agriculture^ but does not, like his 
predecefFors, fet the example of labour to his fubje6^s« 
When he fpeaksof them, he flill fay», they are my children ; 
but. they are no longer fo. His courtiers have ftîled 
themfelves his flaves, and have given him the pompous and 
facrilegious title of king cfheanien. From that moment, 
men mud have appeared ; to him but as fo many infeâs 
creeping on the ground. The gold which he has taken 
out of the mines, has put a flop to agriculture* He has 
defpifed the homely roof of his anceftorsj and would' build 
a palace. Its circumferance has been marked out, and is 
a league in extent. Thoufands of cannon planted round 
the walls of this palace, make h formidable to the people. 
A defpotic monarch refides there, who in a (hort time 
will be fecluded from the eyes of the people ; and this 
concealment, which charafterifes the majefty of eaftem 
kings, will fubflitute the tyrant to the father of the 
nation. 

The difcovcry of gold has naturally brought on that of 
taxes ; and the adminiflration of the finances will fooi^ 
take place of civil legiflation and focial contraâ. Contri- 
butions arc no longer voluntary, but extorted. ' Defigning 
men go to the king's palace, and craftily obtain the privi- 
lege of plundering the provinces. With gold Ûicy at once 
purchafe a right of committing crimes and the privilege 
of impunity ; they bribe the courtiers, elude the vigilance 
of the magiftrates, and opprefs the hufbandman. The 
traveller already fees, as he paffes along, fallow grounds, 
and whole villages forfaken by their mhabitants. This 
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httig of heaven^ Kke the gods of Epicums, carelefsly fufFein 
l^i^esand calamities to vex the land. He is ignorant of 
the fufiènngs and diftrefles of his people» who wm foon fall 
into a ftate of annihilation» like the lavages whofe territo» 
ncs they now poflefs. ^ All nations governed by defpot- 
ifm muft ihevitably perifh in this manner. If Cochin-China 
fiiould rekpfe into that ftate of confufîon out of which it 
emerged about a hundred and fifty years ago, it will be 
wholly difregarded by the navigators who now frequent 
the ports of that kingdom. The Chinefe, who carry on 
the greateft trade there, get in exchange for their own 
commodities, wood for (mail work/ and timber for build- 
ing houfes and fhips. 

They aUb export from thence an imménfe quantity of 
fugar, the raw at four livres [33. 4d.3 a hundred- weight, 
the white at eight [6s. 8d.] and fugar-candy at ten [[88.4d. j 
very good illk, fatins, and pitre» the fibres of a tree, not 
unlike the banana, which they fraudulently mix in their 
manufaâures : black and ordinary tea, which ferves for 
the confumption of common people ; and fuch excellent 
cinnamon, that it fells three or four times dearer than that 
of Ceylon. There is but a fmall quantity of this, as it 
grows only upon one mountain, which is always furround- 
ed with guards. Excellent pepper is another article, and 
foch pure iron, that they work it as it comes out of the 
mine, without fmelting : gold of three and twenty carrats, 
which is found there in greater plenty than in any other 
part of the Eall : aloes wood, which is more or lefs efteem* 
ed, as it is more or lefs refinous. The pieces that contain 
nwft of this refinttre commonly taken from the heart, or 
from the root, of the tree. They are called calunbac, and 
are always fold for their weight in gold to the Chinefe, 
who account them the high eft cordial in nature. They 
arc carefully prçferved in pewter boxes, to keep them from 
drying. When they' are to be adminiflered, they are 
ground' upon a marble, with fuch liquids as are bed fuited 
to the diforder they are intended to remove. The inferior 
kind of aloes wood, which alwavs fells for a hundred 
livres [4I. 3s. 4d.] a pound at leaft, is carried to Perfia, 
Turkey, and Arabia. They ufe it to perfume their 
clothes, and fometimes their apartments, upon very extra- 
ordinary occafions, and then they mix it with amber. It 

Vol. IL C 
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18 alfo employed for another purpofe. A cuftom prevails 
among thefe nations, when they arc defirous of Âevi^ingr 
their ylfitors great marks of civih'ty, to prefent them with 
pipes» then with coffee and fweetmeats. When con ver fa- 
tion begins to grow languid, the (herbet is brought In, 
which is looked upon .as a hint to. depart. As loon as 
the ftranger rifes to go away, they bring in a little pa a 
with aloes wood, and perfume his beard, fprinkling it with 
rofe water. 

Though the French, who had fcarce any thing clfe to 
bring but cloth, lead, gunpowder, and brimflone, were 
obliged to trade with Cochin-China chiefly in money, yet 
they were under a neceffity of purfuing this trade in com- 
petition with the Ghinefe. This inconvenience might 
have been obviated by the profit that would have been 
made upon goods fent to Europe, or fold in India; but it 
is now too late to attempt it. Probity and honelly, the 
cflentials of an adling and lafting trade, are forfaking thefe 
regions, which were formerly fo flourifhing, in proportion 
as the government becomes arbitrary, and confequently 
unjuft. In a fhort time no greater number of fhips will be 
feen in their harbours than in thofc of the neighbouring 
ilates, where they were fcarcely known. 

However this may be, the French company,, driven from 
Siam, and without hopes of fettling at the extremities of 
Afia, began to regret their fatlory at Surat, where they 
dared not appear again, fince they had left ifwithout pay- 
ing their debts. They had loft the only market they 
knew of for their cloths, their lead, and their iron ; and 
they were continually at a lofs in the purchafe of goods 
to ahfwcr the capricious demands of the mother-country, 
and the wants of the colonies. By fulfilling all their for- 
mer engagements, they might have recovered^ the privilege 
they had forfeited. The mogul government, which would 
have wifhed to fee a greater number of fhips reforting to 
S^rat, often folicited the French to fatisfy thefe claims, 
for they preferred them to the Englifti, who had purchafed 
of the court an exemption from all duties. Whether it 
were for want of honelly, of flciH, or of means, certain it 
is that the company never could remove the reproach they 
had incurred.. They confined their whole attention to 
the fortifying of Pondicherry^ when they were fuddenly 
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prevented by a bloody war, which had its ongin in remote 

csufes. 

The nortlicrn barbarian», who had The French lofe 
overturned the Roman empire, that was and recover Port" 
millrefs of the world, cftatlifhed a form dicherry^ their 
of government which would not admit principal ftttle-' 
ofaugmenting their conqueftsy and kept ment» 
CTcry ftate within its natural limits. 
The abolition of the feudal laws, and' the alterations 
confequent upon it, feemed to tend a fécond time to efta*- 
bliih a kind of univerfal monarchy ; but the Auftnan 
power, weakened by the great extent of its pofTtfllone, 
ind their diilance from each other, could not fubvert 
the bulwarks that were raifing againil it. After a 
whole century paflcd in contefts, hopes, and difappoint- 
Bients, it was forced to yield to a nation, whofe flrength, 
poûtion, and a6^ivicy, rendered her more formidable to the 
fiberties of Europe. Richelieu and Mazarine began 
this revolution by their intrigues. Turenne and Condé 
completed it by their viAories. Colbert fettled it by the 
iQtroduélion of arts, and of all kinds of indu dry. If 
Lewis XIV, who may be faid to have been, not perhaps 
the greateft monarch of his age, but one who bed fup« 
ported the dignity of the throne, had been more moderate 
in the exercife of his power, and the fenfc of his grandeur.» 
^ w difficult to determine how far he might have carried 
hi« good fortune. His vanity proved detrimental to his 
anabition. After bending his own fubjeAa to his will, he 
wanted to exert the fame power over his neighbours. His 
pride laifed him is\oi€ enemies than his innuence and his 
genius could fupply him with allies and rcfources. He 
^«delighted with the flatteries of.his panegyrifts and 
' courtiers, who promifed him univerfal monarchy ; and the 
pleafure he took in thefe adulations contributed lliU more 
^han the extent of his power to infpire a dread of univer- 
«u conqueft and flavery. The diftreffes and invedlivcs of 
hwproteftant fubjedls, difperfed by a tyrannical fanaticifm, 
completed the hatred he had incurred by his fuccefles, and 
by the abufe he had made of his profper ity. 

T^e prince of Orange, a man of a ileady, upright dif- 
poûtion, and of a penetrating judgment, endowed with 
tvery virtue that is confiftent with ambition, Jjecame the 
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chief înftîgator of all thefe rcfentmcnts, which he had long 
fomented hy his négociations and his emifTaries. France 
was attacked by the moil formidable confederacy recorded 
in hiilory, and yet (he was conilantly, and in all parts, 
triumpltant. 

She was not fo fuccefsful in Aiia as in Europe. The 
Dutch firft endeavoured to prevail upon the natives to at<^ 
tackTondicherry, which they could never be compelled to 
reftore. The Indian prince to whom they applied for 
that purpofe, was not to be bribed to agree to fo perfidi- 
ous a propofal : his confbant anfwer was» ** the French 
V have bought that place, it would be unjuft to turn them 
♦* out.*' What the raja rcfufed to do, the, Dutch di4 
themfelves : they beficged the town in 1693, ^^^ ^tit 
obliged to reftore it at the peace of Ryfwick, in a much 
better condition than they found it. 

Martin was again appointed direâor, and managed the 
affairs of the company with that wifdom, ikill, and inte» 
grity, ^hich was expeâed from himé That able and vir- 
tuous merchant invited many new fcttlers to Pondicherry, 
and made the plaice agreeable to them, by the good order 
he maintained there, and by his moderation and juftice. 
He acquired the favour of the neighbouring princes^ 
whofe friendfhip was bfconfequence to a weak and infant 
fettltment. He chofc or formed proper perfons, whom 
he fent to the markets of Afia, and to4;he feveral princes 
of that empire. He had perfuaded the French, that as 
they were come Uft to India, that as they found theni- 
felves there in a weak condition^ and could not expe6t any 
affiftance from thcir^ own ^country, they had no other way 
of fucceeding, but by infpiring the native» with a favour* ^ 
able opinion of their chara^er. He induced them to lay 
afide that levity, and thofe contempt iious airs, ^hich fo 
often make their nation infufferable to ftrangers. They 
grew modeft, gentle, and attentive to bufinefs ; they learn- 
ed the art of behaving fuitably to the genius of the feve- 
i*al nations, and to particular circumtlances. Thofe who 
did not confine themfelves to the company's fervice, fre- 
quenting different courts, became acquainted v^ith the 
places where the fineft Huffs were manufadured, the fta- 
ples where the choiceft commodities were to be met with, 
and in fhort, with all the particulars relative to the inland 
trade of every country. 
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AH that Martin had tt in his power to accomplifli, was 
to lay the fbandation of future fuccefs to the company, 
bf the good opinion he gave of the French, hy the pains 
he took to train up agents, by the informations he gained, 
and by the good order he maintained in Pondicherrr, 
which daily acquired new inhabitants ; but all this was not 
' fufficient to reftore the declining date of the company, 
fobjeâ from its infancy to fach diforders as muû at length 
certainly deftroy it. 

His firft plan was to eftablrfh a DecUne of the French 
great empire at Madagafcar. A company^ and the 
ungle voyage carried over fixteen caufe of it» 
hvmdrcd and eighty-eight perfons, 
who were made to exped a delightful climate and a rapid 
fortune, and fbutid nothing but fami()e, difcord, and 
death. 

So unfortunate a beginning difcouraged the advcntur- 
trs from an undertaking, which they had entered upon 
merely with a view to follow the example of others, or in 
compliance with folicitations. The t)wners of (hares had 
^t made good their payments with fo much punétuality 
as 18 required in commercial affairs. The government, 
wUck had engaged to advance, without intereft, a fifth 
pwt of the fums the company were to receive, and which 
^ yet was only bound to fumifli two millions [83,333!* 
^h Sd.] again drew the fame fum out of the public trea- 
(piy» in hopes of fuppûrtiàg the work it had begun. Some 
time after, its generoûty was carried ftill further, in mak- 
wg a free gift of what at firft was only lent. 

This encouragement from the miniftry could not, how- 
^Wf enable the company to proceed in their defigns. 
They were forced to confine them to Surat and Ppndi- 
cherry ; and to abandon their fcttlements at Bantam, Ra« 
jyore, Tilferi, Mazulipatam, Gombroon, and Siam. 
No doubt thty had too many faâories, and fome were ill 
fituaied ; but the inability they were under of fupporting 
them was the only reafon ttat they were abandoned. 

Soon after this, it became neceffar^ to make further ad- 
vances. In 1682, they gave permiflion indifcriminately 
!? *^^ fubjeds and foreigners to trade to the Eaft Tn- 
^«3 for five years, on the company's (hips paying the 
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freight that fhould be agreed upon ; and on condition that 
the goods brought home fhould be dcpofited in the com- 
pany's warehoufes, fold at the fame time with their», and 
be fubjeft to a d^ity of five per cent. The publie fo 
eagerly came into this propofal, that the diredors enter- 
tained great hopes from the increafe of thefe fmall pro- 
fits, which would be confiant without any rifque. But 
the proprietors, lefc fenfible of thefe moderate advantages, 
than jealous of the great profits made by the free traders» 
in two years time obtained a repeal of this regulation, and 
their charter remained in full force. 

To fupport this monopoly with fome decency, a fund 
was wanting. In 1684 the company obtained from go- 
vernment a call upon all the proprietors, amounting to a 
fourth part of their property ; and in cafe any t)f them 
failed to pay the fum required, their whole fhâre was to 
be made over to thofe who fhould pay it for them, after 
having reimburfcd them a fourth of their capital. Whe- 
ther from pervcrfcnefs, from particular motives, or from 
inability, many did not pay, fo that their fhare.s lofl three 
fourths of their original value ; and, to the difgrace of the 
nation, there were men barbarous and unjufl enough to cn- 
rkh themfelves with their fpoils. 

An expedient fo difhonourable enabled them to fit out 
a few fhips for Afia; but new wants were foon felt. 
Their cruel fituation, which continually grew worfe, put 
them upon demanding of the proprietors, in 1697, the 
reflitution of the dividends of ten and twenty per cent, 
which they had received in 1687 and 1691. So extraor-* 
dinary a propofal raifed a general clamour. The com- 
pany were obliged to have reco'crfeto the ufual method of 
borrowing. Thefe loans became more burdenfome, the 
more they w^ere multiplied, as the fecurity was more prfc- 
"carious. 

As the company was in want both of money and cre- 
dit, the emptinefs of their coffers put it out of their 
power to afford thofe advantages, and that encouragement 
to the merchant in India, without which he will neither 
work nor fet others to work. This inability reduced the 
French fales to nothing. It is demonflrablc, that from 
1664 to 1684, that is, in the fpace of twenty years, the 
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fum total of their produce did not exceed nine millions 
one hundred thoufand livres [379,166!. 138. 4d.] 

To thefe had been added other abufes. The conduél 
of the adminiftrators and agents for the company had not 
been properly dîreded, or carefully looked into. The 
capital had been broken into, and dividends paid out of 
tkc ftock, which ought only to have arifen from the pro- 
fits. The lead brilliant and leafl profperous of all reigns, 
had exhibited a model for a commercial company. The 
trade to China, the eaiieil, the fafed, and the moft ad- 
v3Dtageou8 that is canied on with Afla, had been giveii 
up to a particular body of merchants. 

The bloody war of 1689, added to the calamities of 
the India connpany, even by the very fuccefles of France. 
Swarms of privateers, fitted out from the fevcral harbours 
in the kingdom, annoyed, by their vigilance and bravery, 
the trade of Holland and England. In their numberlefs 
prizes were found a prodigious quantity of India goods, 
which were retailed at a low price. The company, who 
by this competition were forced to fell under prime ooft, 
endeavoured to find out fome expedient to fave thenEtfelves 
from this danger, but could think of none that was re- 
concilable with the Intereft of the privateers ; nor did 
the minifter think proper to facrifice an ufeful fet of men 
to a body which had fo long wearied him with their oe- 
ceffities and complaints. 

Befide'thefe, the company had many more caufes of 
difcontent. The financiers had (hewn an open hatred for 
them, and were continually oppofing or confining them. 
Supported by thofe vile afTociates which they always havâ 
at court, they endeavoured to put an end to the Indian 
trade, under the fpecious pretence of encouraging the 
home manufaélures. The government was at firft afield 
of being expofed to reproach, by departing from the prin- 
ciples of Colbert, and repealing the mod folemn ediâs ; 
but the farmers of the ré venue found means to render 
thofe privileges ufelefs, which the miniftry would not abo- 
lish, and the company no longer enjoyed, without being 
M){blutely deprived of them. 

Heavy duties were fucceffively laid upon all India 
goods. Half a year feldom paffed without fome new re^ 
JulatioB, fometimes to allow, fometimcs to prohibit, the 
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vfe of thefe commodities : there was a continued fccne of 
contradiôions in a part of adminiflration, that would have 
required fteady and . invariable pnnciples. AH tbefe va- 
riations ^ve the Europeans reafon to think, that trade 
would with difficulty be eftablifhed in a kingdom where 
«11 depends upon the caprices of a minifter, or the iatereft 
of thofc who govern. 

The conduÔ of an ignorant and corrupt admintftration, 
the levity and impatience of the proprietors; the interefted 
views of the compttpllers of finance^ the oppreffivc fpirit 
of the treafury. Joined to other caufes, had prepared the 
ruin of the company. The miferies of the war, carried 
on for the Spanifh fuccd&on, haftened their deilruâîon. 

Every refource was exhaufted. The moft faagume faw 
no profpeâ of their being able to fend out a âeet. Be* 
Hdes, if, by unexpected good fortune, fcune few weak 
veiïels (hould be fitted out, it was to be feared they might 
be felzed in Europe, or in India, by dtfappomted credi- 
tors, who mud neceiiar^y be exafperated. Thefe power- 
ful motives determined the company, in 1707, toconfent 
that fome rich merchants fhould lend their own (hips to 
India, upon condition that they fhould allow the com- 
pany fifteen per cent, profit upon the goods they âiould 
bring home, and the right of taking fuch (hare in thofe 
fhips as their circumflances ihould admit of, Sooa afur 
this, they were even reduced to make over the whole and 
exclufive excrcife of thdr privilege^ to fonvc privateers of 
St. Malo, iini referving the fame coocefGon, which for 
fome years paH h^td in a certaso degree kept them from 
ruin» 

Not with Handing this defperate (Ituation, in 17 14 they 
folic! ted the renewal of their charter, which was nearly 
expired, and which they had enjoyed for half a century. 
Although they had none of their capital left« and that 
their debts amounted to ten miUions [416,6661. 13s. 44.3 
yet the miniftry, who did not know, or would not per- 
ceive, that, meafures more prudential might be adopted, 
'granted them an indulgence for ten years longer. This 
new regulation was thwarted by the moft incredible revo- 
lution that the finances of the kingdom ever experienced ; 
the caufe and effets of which will be more readily conci- 
prehended by thofe who will take the trouble to follow 
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us m our review of the mod dtdanc periods of the mo- 
narchy; 

Wb are entirely aaacquaînted with Revolutions in the 
the manner in which the primitive finances of France- 
Gauls fiipplied the fevcral wants of from the earUefi 
the confederate bodies of which they tunes. 
\Vcrc members. Their defcendents, 
under the dominion of thé Romans, paid no other tax. 
than the fifth of the fruit of then* treesi and the tenth of 
the produce of their harvefts, in kind» 

This impod wasaboliOied at the invaiion of the Franks», 
who did not fubditute any other m lieu of it. The fo- 
vereigUy for his private expences, as well as for the exi- 
gences of the date, had no other revenue than that which 
he acquired from his lands» which were extenGve and nu- 
merous. They were covered with \yoods» ponds, breeds 
of horfcs, cattle, and (laves, under the condu£i of an 
adive direélor, whofe biifinefs it was io maintain order, to 
encourage indudry, and to infure plenty. The court 
went td live fuccefilvely upon thefe domains, which were 
enth-ely laid out In ufdul produdions ; and what they did 
not confume was fold for other purpofes. The carriages 
wanted for the journeys of the prince, were furniihed by 
the people, and the nobles fupplied their fovereign with a 
reûdence and provifions. It was cudomary to make him 
a prefent of greater or lefa value at his departure ; and this 
teliimony of regard was afterwards changed into an im- 
poft, under the title of droit de gUe [tax of rcfidence J 
when the heads of the date were difgudedof this wandering 
life. With thefe few refources, and fome other fuccours, 
always of a trifling nature, which were granted (though 
very feldom) in the martial affemblies of the nation, the 
fovereign contrived dill to build magnificent churches, tcr 
ibund rich biihoprics, to repel formidable enemies, and to 
make important conqueds. 

At the beginning of the eighth century, Charles Mar- 
tel, the mayor of the palace, thought Xhefe fiinds infuffi- 
cient for the defence of the kingdom*, violently attacked 
by the Saracens, who were forçiidable from their num- 
bersj^their bravery, and their vidories. It was the idea 
of this famous depofitary of the royal authority, that a 
war againd ttie infidels was to be maintained by holy pro- 
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pcrty ; and "without any of thofc precautions which it hat 
fince been neceflary'to have recourfe to, and which have 
even been frequently employed without effed, he feizcd 
upon the riches of the church, which were immenfe. If 
the clergy flattered themftlves that peace would reinftate 
them in their poffeffions, they were difappointed in their 
expectations. The fovereigns remained mafters of the 
richeft biihoprics, the nobles of the beft abbeys, and the 
gentlemen of the moft confiderable benefices. They be- 
came fo many fiefs, the pbflcflbrs, or rather perhaps the 
ufurpers of which, were conilrained tp a miHtary fervice 
proportioned to the value of their poffeffions. At firft 
they were holden only for life ; but they afterwards be- 
came hereditary, upon the decline of Charlemagne's fa- 
mily. They were then introduced in the courfe of circu- 
lation, as all other properties are. They were givcQ 
away, fold, or diftributed. A living was frequently the 
dowry of a young perfon who ufed to farm the tenths, and 
the cafual profits of it. 

The firft kings of the third race fuffered themfelves to 
be perfuaded that it was a duty of religion, as well as a 
point of juftice, to reftore to the fanAuary what had been 
purloined from it. The facrifice was fo much the greater, 
as thefe princes could not expeâ any affiftance from a na- 
tion that was parcelled out, and which held no more af- 
femblies ; and as they had nothing remaining of theii^ an- 
cient domain, except what was fituated in the circuit of 
the confined territory that had been left immediately at 
their own difpofal, when the government became entirely 
feudal. The Jews were moft commonly the perfons who 
ufed to fupply the deficiency which thefe revolutions had 
oCcafioned in the royal coffers. 

Thirty-feven years after the death of the Meffiah, Titus 
attacked and took'Jei^ufalem. Thoufands of Jews perifhed 
in the fiege ; a great number were reduced to flavery, and 
the reft of the nation was difperfed. Some of them paffed 
over into Gaul, where they experienced different treat- 
ment, according to times and circumftances. 

Sometimes the Jews purchafed the right of forming a 
diftinéi and feparate people in the ftate. They ha^then 
their own tribunals, a feal that was peculiar to them, bu- 
rying places without the gates of the citiei» fynagogu^ 
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in which they were allowed to pray only in a low voice» 
and a mark upon their clothes^ which rendered it impof* 
fible not to know. them. 

If the intention fomctimes prevailed of forcing' them 
to turn chriftiansy they were more frequently prohibited 
from it. A Jew who changed his religion, was fubjeél to 
a penalty, and his eftates were confifcated. He was thus* 
deprived of every thing, becaufe there was no longer any 
pretence for loading him with taxes.^ 

Moft commonly, the nation was left a prey to the ufu-' 
rious dealings of thefe iniquitous men : but on fome occa-- 
fiona ft was forbidden to hold any intercourfe with them. 
It was prohibited by law to hire any Jews for fervants,- 
to hold any leafe of them, to put any truft in their phy- 
ficians, to fuckle, or even to rear their children. 

They were often accufed of having poifoned the wells, 
of having maffacred the children, and of having cruciBed 
a man on the memorable day of Good- Friday. It was by 
gold alone that they were able to clear themfelves of all 
thefe atrooious imputations, equally devoid of truth and 
probability. ■- 

The fpirit of tyranny often loaded them with chains. 
Their perfons, their eftates, and their goods, all belonged 
to the lord of the place where they dwek. He might 
purfuc them if they changed their refidence, and the fo« 
vereign himfelf had no right to detain them whenever they 
^ere claimed. - Thefe kinds of flaves were confidered as an 
article of trade ; they were fold, either feparately, or 
with the land, at a greater or lefs price, according to their 
refpedive talents and. induftry. 

In fome inftances they were compelled to purchafe their 
fj^edqm. Thefe low-minded men would have preferred a' 
^ateof flavery which did not prevent them from acquir- 
^^g riches, to ah independence by which they were to be 
deprived of them ; but the liberty of choice was not al- 
lowed to them. Thev were forced to fubmit. either to 
«pire in torments, or to drag from the bowels of the- 
^atth the treafures they had concealed there. 

When thefe infatiable leeches had devoured the fub- 
«ancc of the whole ftate, they were made to difgorge 
their plunder, and then exiled. In order to get leave to 
'"cnew their depredations, they facrificed part of the trea-' 
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fure they had faved^from the general wreck» and made afe 
of the reft in regaining ftill more than had been taken 
from them. 

Though the barons had more or lefs a (hare in the vex- 
ations with which the Jews were opprefTedy yet the fovc- 
reigns, upon whom this perverfe race more particularly 
depended» always derived the principal advantages from 
them. It was By means of this fatal and odious refource 
that they fupported for fome time, a feeble and contefted 
authority. In after-times, the debadng of the coin fur-* 
nifhed them with frefh afTiliance. 

The ancient governments were very far from making^ 
any advantage of their coin. The coinage was always 
carried on at the expence of the ftate ; and it is a matter 
of uncertainty which were the people who firft laid a tax 
upon this univerfal objeél of exchange. If this fatal ex* 
ample was^given by France, the kings of the firft and fé- 
cond race muft have derived little advantage from this per- 
iticious innovation ; becaufe the payments were made, as 
among the Romans, with metals given by the weight ; ^ 
and becaufe the ufe of fpecie was adopted only in the de- . 
tails of commerce. This cuftom became afterwards con- 
fiderably lefs prevalent ; and the fovereigns were ftill more 
inclined to increafe a tax, which was every day becoming 
more advantageous to them. In a little time they went 
much further, and did not fcruple to commit the moft. 
flagrant «aâ of di(honefty> in alterin? the value of the 
coin, at pleafure, or according to their neceffities. The 
fpecie was coiftinually undergoing a fre(h melting, and was 
always mixed with very bafe alloy. 

It was with thefe odious fuccours ; with the revenue of 
a territory extremely limited ; • with fome fiefs, which 
either became vacant or were confifcated ; with fome vo- 
luntary offerings^ which were therefore ftyled gifts of be- 
nevolence ; with fome taxes exacted from the barona, but 
which were rather tokens of fubmiffion than real impofts \ 
It was, in a word, by thefe means, that the crown was 
fupportv#l, and that its power even continued increafing». 
during all the time that it had no other enemies to contend 
with, except vailals more feeble than itfelf. Wars at that 
period lafted no longer than a few weeks ; the armies were 
9Qt numerous \ the military fervice was perf;^i:medwIthottt 
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reward ; and the expences of the court were fo inconfider- 
ahle, that, till the fatal reign of Charles V I, they never 
exceeded 94,000 livrée [3 ,91 61. 138. 4d.] 

But no^iboner had the epidemic rage of the crufades 
drawn the French Air away from their frontiers ; no fooner 
had fordgn enemies made powerful inroads into France, 
than it became neceflary to eftablifh regular and confider- 
'abk funds. The fovereigns would have been very dcfirous 
of taking upon themfelves the regulation of thefe contri» 
butions ; and attempted it more than once. They were 
forewarned of thefe ufurpations by the remontrances of 
enlightened perfons, and compelled to give them up by 
the revolt of the people. They were obliged to acknow- - 
ledge that this authority belonged to the nation aflembled, 
and to that alone. They even made oath at their corqn* 
ation, that this (acred and unalienable nght fhould be for 
ever refpe6led ; and this oath was a reftraint upon them 
for feveral centuries. 

During all the time that the crown had no other reve- 
nue than the produce of its domains» the colle^ing of the 
public treafury had been allotted to the fenefchals and 
bailiffs, each in their refpeâive departments; fo that 
power, the adminiftration of juftice, and the diftribution 
of finance, were all united un(ier one common head. 
When taxes were general throughout the kingdom, it be- 
came neceffary to fettle a new arrangement of matters. 
Whether thefe taxes bore upon the perfon, or upon the 
houfes, of the citizens ; whether individuals were required 
to give up the fifth or the tenth of their harvefls, and the 
fiftieth or the hundredth parts of their effcéks, moveable 
or immoveable ; or whether other calculations, more or 
lefs fortunate, were madcj-^flill there was a necelHty to 
have a multiplicity of agents to colleél thefe different tri^ 
butes ; and, unfortunately for the (late, thefe agents were 
fought for in Italy, where the art of fqueezing the people 
had already made an immenfe progrefs. 

Thefe financiers, who were known by the name of 
Lombards, gave early proofs of a genius fertile in fraudu- 
lent contrivances. Numbcrlefs and fr uitlefs attempts were 
made, at different times, to put a flop to their infatiable 
cupidity. No fooner was one abufe fuppreifed, than it 
was focceeded by another of a different kind. If thefe is^ 
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famous plunderers were fometimes profecuted with rigour, 
by the hand of authonty, they found an e£Feâual fupport^ 
from fome powerful perfons, whofe proteâion and in- 
fluence they had purchafed. At length, however, their 
enormities were carried to fuch a height, that no prutec-- 
tion could fave them. The advances which thefe perni- 
cious ftrangers had made to government and to indivi- 
duals, were confifcated ; they were deprived of the im- 
menfe treafures they had heaped up, and were banifhed 
from the kingdom, into which they ought never to have 
been admitted. After their expullion, the general afiem- 
bly of the ftates, which regulated tde fubfidies, took upon-- 
themfelves to coUeé^ them ; and this arrangement conti- 
nued till the time of Charles VII, who firft ventured to 
fettle a tax without the con fen t of the nation, and who^ 
appropriated to himfelf the right of having all the impofts- 
colleâed by his own delegates. 

Under the reign of Lewis XII the public revenue, 
which had gradually increafed, amounted to feven millions 
fix hundred and fifty thoufand livres [318,7501.] The 
marc of filver was then valued at eleven livres [9s. 2d. J 
and the marc of gold at one hundred and thirty [5I. 8s. 
4d,] This fum anfwered to thirty-fix millions of our- 
livres [1,500,0001.] at this day. 

At the death of Francis I, the treafury received fifteen 
millions feven hundred and thirty thoufand livres^ 
[655,4161. 139. 4d.] the marc of filver being then va« 
lued at fifteen livres [12s. 6d.] and the marc of gold at^ 
one hundred and fixty-five [61. 17s. 6d.] this anfwered to 
fifty-fix millions of our livres [2,33313331. 6s. 8d.] From* 
this fum, fixty thoufand four hundred and fixteen livres 
three fols four deniers [2,3171. 6s. 8-Jd.] were to be de- 
duced for the perpetual annuities created by that prince, 
and which, at. eight and a half per cent, anfwered to a ca- 
pital of feven hundred and twenty-five thoufand livres 
[30,2081. 6s. 8d.] This was an innovation ^ not but 
that fome of his predecefibrs had been acquainted with 
the fatal refource of loans ; but this had been alway» 
upon the fecuritv of their agents, and the date had never 
been concerned m them. 

A feries of civil wars, of aâs of fanaticifm, of depre- 
dations, of crimes, and of anarchy, during a fpace o£ 
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forty years, plunged the finances of the kingdom into a 
ftate of diforder, from which none but a Sully could have 
recovered them. This economical, enlightened, Yirtuous, 
indefatigable, and bold minifter, reduced to the amount 
of feren millions [291, 6661. 133. 4d.] of annuities, lef- 
(ened the taxes by three millions [125,0001.] and left the 
i^ate twenty-fix millions [i>o83,333l. 69. 8d.] with the. 
burden only of fix millions twentj-five thoufand fix hun- 
dred and fixty-fix livres two lois fix deniers [about 
35 1,0691. 8s. 5d.J in annuities; confequently, when 
all charges were deduced, twenty millions of livres 
[833,333!. OS. -Bd.] entered the royal treafury; fifteen 
miUions five hundred thoufand [645,8331. 6s. 8d.3 were 
fafficient for the public expences, and the favings amount- 
ed to four millions five hundred thoufand livres [i 87,5001.5 
The value of filvcr was then twenty- two livres [iSs. 4d.] 
the màFc. 

The compelled retreat of this great man, after the tra- 
gical end df the befl of kings, was a calamity which we 
ftill have caufe to regret. The court immediately indulg- 
ed itfelf in profufioiis which were unparalleled in the mo- 
narchy ; and the miniflers afterwards formed enterprifes, 
to which the powers of the jiation were not adequate* 
The treafury was again exhaufled by this double princi- 
ple of unavoidable confufion. In 1661, the taxes amount* 
cd to eighty-four millions two hundred and twenty-two 
thoufand and ninety-fix livres [3>509,254l.] but the debts 
abforbed fifty-two millions three hundred and feven<^ 
ty.fcven thoufand one hundred and feventy-two livres 
[2,182,3821. 3s. 4d.] There remained, therefore, for 
the public expences, no more than thirty-one millions 
eight hundred and forty-four thoufand nine hundred and 
twenty-four livres [1,326,8711. 163. 8d.] afum evidently 
iafufficient for the exigencies of the ilaCe. Such was the 
fituation of the finances, when the adminiflration of them 
was intruded to Colbert. 

This minifter, whofe name is become fo celebrated 
among all nations, raifed, in 1683, which was the lafl 
year of his life, the revenues of the monarch whom he 
ferved, to one hundred and fixteen millions eight hundred 
and feventy-three thoufand four hundred and feventy-fix 
livres [4,869,7281. 3i. 4d.] The fum charged upon it 
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did not exceed twenty-three millions three hundred an< 
feventy-five thoufand two hundred and feventy-four livres 
[97319691. 15s.] fo that the fum of ninety-three mîllîoni 
four hundred and nînety-eîght thoufand two hundred and I 
two livres C3»B9597581. 8s. 4d.3 was confecj^uently poured | 
into the king's coffers. The value of filver was thenil 
twenty-eîght livres ten fols ten deniers [il. 3s. çid-^ij 
the marc. We have only to regret, that the fatal pro- 
penfity of Lewis XIV for war, and his inordinate turn, 
for every kind of expence that waa attended with parade <, 
and magnificence» (hould have deprived the kingdom of 
France of fome of the advantages (he might have flattered 
heifclf with from fo able an adminiilrator» 

After the death of Colhert:, the affairs were plunged 
again into that chaos^ from which his induftry and talents, 
had made them emerge. Though France appeared with. 
fome degree of outward fplendour, yet her internal decay 
was daily increafing. Her finances, adminiflered without 
order or principle, fell a prey to a multitude of contradi- 
ors ; who made themfelves neceflary even by their plun^ 
ders, and went fo far as to impofe terms to government». 
Confufion, ufury, continual alterations of the coin, re> 
dudions of intereft, alienations of the domain and oî the 
taxes, engagements which it was impoilible to fulfil, crea- 
tions of pen fions and places, privileges and exemptions of 
all kinds : thefe, and a variety of other evils, each more 
ruinous than^e other, were the deplorable and unavoid- 
able confequence of aa almod uninterrupted fucceiiion of 
vicious administrations* 

The lofs of credit foon became univerfal. . Bankrupt- 
cies were more frequent. 'Money grew fcarce, and trade 
was at a ftand.. The confumption was lefs. The culture 
of lands was negleded. ArtifU went over to foreign, 
countries. The common people had neither food nor 
clothing. The nobility fecved in the army without pay, 
and mortgaged their lands. All orders of men groaned 
under the weight of taxée*, and were in want of the necef- 
laries of life. The royal effets had loft their value. 
The contraûs upon the hotel de ville fold but for half 
their worth, and bills of an inferior kind loft infinitely 
more. Lewis Xiy, a little before his death, was in great 
want of eight millions [333)333l« 6u 8d.l and was forced: 



'Ssûi ir. IN THE EAST AND ^yS^T INDIES. 65 

I to nve boads for thitty-two milliont ^ 1 9533»335l* 68* 8d.] 
[ wiudi was bonx)witig at four hundred per cenU 
I No damouTB werç raîTcd againft fo enormous an ufarj. 
' llie revenue of the flate amounted. It is true, to one 
I huadred and fifteen millions three hundred dghty*nme 
thoufand and feveaty-four livres [4980798781. is* 8d.3 
but the fuma charged upon it took awav «ighty*two mil- 
lions eight hundred and âfty*mne thouiand five huadred 
and four livres [,SA5^AT9^ ^* ^^3 ^ that there remain- 
ed, for the exLpeoces of government, no more than thirty* 
two millioas five huadred and tweaty-aise thou&nd five 
hundred and feventy livres C'»355»3981* I5<*3 ^^ thirty 
lines ten ibis ûx deniers . about [xl. 58. ^d.] the mate 
Â& the£e funds were» moreover, anticipated for upwarda 
of three years* 

Such was tlie confufion in the ftate of public affairs, 
«hea, OB the firû of September 1715» the duke of Or- 
kaas aflomed the reins of government* The true friends 
of this great prince were CKfirous that he (hould call to- 
gether a jreaend s^embly of the ftates» This would have 
been au ufaQible method of preferving, and even of in* 
aeafingy the public favour^ already openly declared for 
him. Whatever meafures might have been adopted by 
the nation, to free itfelf from that' critical fituatton into 
which it had been precipitated by the difiipations of the 
Pfeceding reign, no blame could have been imputed to 
lûnu The duke of Orleans was ready to concur in this 
^pedient. Unfortunately, the perfidious confidants, who 
had ufurped too much power over his mind, reprobated 
s fcheme ia which their private intereft could not find its 
advantage ; and it was given up. 

At that time, fome great men, difgufted of the defpot- 
ifm under which France was oppreiled, and feeing no 
probability of (baking off the yoke, entertained an idea 
^^ a complete bankruptcy,, which they thought a proper 
method of naoderating the excefs of abfolute power. 
The manner in which they conceived that it (hould be 
brought about, was fingular. 

Acconling to their lyflem, the crown is neither here* 
^itary nor eleâive. It is nothing tnore than a truft grants 
tàhj the whole nation to one particular houfe, that it 
^^y pafs from one elder male to the next, as long as the 
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family (hall exift. Upon thÎ8 principle^ a kîn^ of France 
holds nothing from the perfon whom he fuceeeds. He comes 
to the throne in his turn, m virtue of the right which his 
birth gives him, and not as the reprefentative of his fa- 
ther. He cannot, therefore, be bound by the engage* 
ments of his predeceflbrs. The primordial law which 
gives him the fceptre, requires that the fubftitution fhould 
be fimple, complete, and free from any obligation. 

Thefe bold men were deiirous that thefe maxims, which 
«appeared to them incontrovertible, as well as the ^eci^ve 
confequences they drew from them, ihould be confecrated 
in the eyes of all £urope by a moft folem edi6t. They 
thought, that when thefe truths were made known, they 
would prevent foreigners and natives from lending their 
capitals to a government which could give no f<^id fecu«' 
rity for the debt. Confequently, the court would from 
that time be reduced to live upon its own income. How- 
ever confiderable this income might be, the necefiary con- 
-fequence of fuch an event would be,^ that fome liailt 
would be fet *t6 the caprices of the fovereigns ; that the 
ezpenfive enterprifes of minifters would become of lefs 
continuance and frequency ; and that the infatiable cupî-*^ 
dity of favourites and miitrefies mult in fome meafure be. 
retrained. 

Some politicans, without adopting a fyftem, which ap^- 
peared to them calculated to lead their princes to tyranny^ 
were of opinion, that the crown (hould be releafed of it» 
4ebt3, in whatever mode they might have been contraéi- 
cd. They could not bear the diilreffîog fight of an am^ 
able people, exafperated by extortions of all kinds, which 
they had been expofed to during a courfe of forty years %. 
a. people who were finking under the enormous weight of 
their prefent mifery ; and who were in the utmoft defpair 
at forcfeeing that time, that great refource of the wretch- 
ed, would bring no relief to their diftrcffes, but would pro- 
bably aggravate them. The creditors of the ftatc, who 
did not conilitute a thoufandth part of the citizens, who 
were moft of them known- only by their depredation*, 
and the moft upright of whom acquired from the public 
treafury the affluence they enjoyed, appeared objeÔs left 
intereiiing to thefe politicians. In the grievous neceffity 
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of facrîficîng one part of the nation to the other, it was 
their opinion that the lenders fhould be the viâtms. 

. The regent, after fonve deliberations, refufed to adopt 
fo vielent a meafure, which he thought would inevitabiv 
fix an indelible ftain upon his adimniftration. He cho^ 
rather to inftitnte a ftriâ inquiry into the public engage- 
ments, than to fubmit to a chTgracefal bankruptcy, the 
pablicity of which he thought might be avoided. 

An office for the revifion of accounts, eftabUfhcd on 
the 7th of December 17 15, reduced fix hundred millions 
[25,00090001.3 of flock payable to bearer, to two hun« 
dred and fifty millions [ 1 0,4 1 6,66<9. 138. 4d.] in go-» 
vemment bonds; and yet the national debt, after this 
operation, amounted ftill to two thoufand and fixty-two 
millions one hundred and thirty-eight thoufand and one 
h*vres.[85,822,4i61. 14s. zd,] 

This enormous debt fnggeiled the idea of appointing, 
in the month of March 1 7 ^6» a bed of juftice, to call 
thofe to account who bad been the authors of the public 
talamities, or who had profited by them. This' inquiry 
ferved only to expefe to public view the incapacity of the 
minifteis who had been intrufted with the management of 
the finances, the craft of the farmers of the revenue who 
had fwallowed them up, and the bafenefs of the courtiers, 
who had fold their intereft to the firft bidder. By this 
experiment, honeft minds were coiifirtned in the abhor* 
reace they always had entertained for fuch a tribunal It 
degrades the; dignity of the prince who fisiils to fulfil his 
eagagements, and expofes to the people» the vices of a 
•corrupt adminiftration. It is injurious to the rights of the' 
citizen, who is accountable for his adlions to none but the 
law. It ftrikes terror into the rich, who are marked out 
as delinquents, merely becaufe they are rich, be their for- 
tunes-well or ill gotten. It gives encouragement to in- 
formers, who point out as fit objets* for tyranny fuch as 
it may be advantageous to ruin. It is compofed of un^ 
merciful leeches, who fee guilt wherever they fufpcÛ there 
is wealth. It fpares plunderers, who know how to fcreen 
themfelves by a feafonable facrifice of part of their riches, 
and fpoils honefb men who think theniielves fecare in their 
innocence* It facrifices the iatercftsof the treaCury te the 
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, caprices of a. few greedy^ profligate^ and extravagaAl fa* 
' Yourites. 

AU the fpriogs of tke date were deftroyed» before this 
refourccy which bore evident marks of the paffioDS and 
préjudice, had been experienced. The fituatîon of tiic 
body politic became ftill more defperate, after thk convul- 
five effort. The members of the ftate loft the little they 
had left of energy and life) fo that it became neceiTary 
to r€*animate the corpfe. This refurre^ion was not. an 
impoffible thing, becftufe there was a genend difpofittcm 
prevailing to make «fe of any remedies that were propef* 
ed s the difficulty was to propofe none but foch as woi^d 
be effeâual : the celebrated Law maàc ihe auempt. 

Methods contrived by This Scotchman was one of 
Laiu^ to recover the thofe proje£iors« or ftate empirics» 
Jinanccs of Fmnce* who are conftaiatly roaising about 
Part iaieufy tie com* the courts of Europe^ difplaying; 
/fljiy in the ixecutim their talents, aiid hurried oo by a 
i^hisprojeSt* reftleds difppfition. He wad a deep 

calculator { and at the fasse tiive^ 
which aj^ars rather inconfifteBt, endowed with a moft 
lively and ardent imaginatioil. Hia turn of mind and 
chara^r proved agreeable to the regent, over whofe un^ 
derftaading he fpoâ gained an influence. Law engaged 
bimfelf th^ he would re-cftabli(h the fmaneei of the krag^ 
dom, and eaiUy prevailed Upon that prisoe, who was m 
man of difiipatipn and genius, 1» cdHintena^e a plan 
which promikd him wealth and reputation* We âtaUaow 
give an account of the feries and refute of his openb* 
lions. 

Firft, he was allowed, in the month of May 1716,' to 
cftablifh a bank at Paris, the capital of which was to con» 
iift of fix millions of livres flf OjQool.] to be formed by 
twelve hundred Aiares, of tbree thouCand Hvvcs C125L3 
each. 

This bank was not permitted to make any lo»i. It 
was prohibited from entering into any kind of trade, and 
its engagements were to be at fight. Every native, and 
every foreigner, might place their money in it ; and it 
engaged to make all the payments, for the deduâion • 
of &^^ fols C^HO upon every three thoufand livres 
[125I.] The bills, which it gave out at a very mor 
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derate diTcoont, were paid in all the provinces by the 
diFeâor» of the mtnt» who were its agents» and who, on 
their part, drew upon îtrtreafury. Its paper was equally 
received in aH the prinetpal places in Europe, at the ordi- 
nary courfe of exchange,. at the time it beeamc due. 

The fuGcef» of thî» new eiVablifhment confounded the 
opponents of its founder, and, perhaps, went beyond his 
own e](peâations. Its inftuence was felt even from the 
firft. A rapid circulation of money, which had fo long 
remained inaâive, from the general miftruft that prevailed, 
fooB brovight every thing into motion ag^in. AgricuU 
titff, manafaânrea, and the arts, were revived. All ar- 
tides of cbofumption rerumed their former courfe. The 
merchants, finding their bills of exchange difconnted at 
five per cent, and getting fecuritics for tnem which were 
as good as fpecie, renewed their fpeculations. Ufury was 
put a flop to, because perfon» of property found them- 
mci compeâcd te lend their money at the fame intereil 
as the bank did. When foreigners were able to rely upon 
the nature of the payments they mieht have to make, 

! they made frefh demands for produélions, from the pur- 
cha^g of wliich they did not abftain wit}iout regret. 
To the great aftonifhment of dl nations, the exchange 
rofe to the advantage of France. 

This was a cohfideraMe ftep ; but it was not doing all 
tbat was poffîble or neceffary. In the month of March 
1 71 7) it wa» decreed, that the bills of the bank ihould 
he received at all the offices in payment of the taxes, and 

1 that they fhould be paid- at - fight, and without difcount, 
by thofe who were entrufted- with the management of the 
public money. By this important regulation, the pro- 
duce of the taxes was detained in the provinces, the ex- 
pence attending the carriage of money was favcd both 
to the fovereign and to the public, and the numerous as 
well as ufdefs circulations it underwent, through the hands 
of a multiplieity of agents, were avoided. This operation, 
which carried the credit of the bank to the higheft pitch, 
was equally ufeful to the government. The impofts were . 
now coUeÔed, not only without thofe a£ls of violence» 
which for io long a time pad had raifed clamours againfl 
the adminiftration and urged the people to aé^s of defpe- 
ration, but alfo the public revenues were cQntinually and, . 
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rapidly increafedy in a tnaAncr ^^^hich could not. fail to 
bring about a fortunate change in the Situation of govern^ 
ment. 

The unexpedled appearance of fo many advantages, 
made Law beconfidered as a maq of judgment, of exteo- 
five and elevated genius, who defpifed riches, and was ani- 
bitious of fame, and who wifhed to iranfmit his nain« to 
pofterity by great aéts. The gratitude of the people rofe 
lb high, that hè was thought worthy of the mod bonour- 
able and public monuments. This bold and enterpri£ng 
foreigner availed himfelf of a difpoiltion fo favourable to 
hxm, in haftening the execution of a prçjeâ which had 
for a long time engaged his attention; 

In the month of Augufl 1717, he obtained penniffion 
to edablifh the Weflern company, the rights of which 
were at firil confined to the excluOve trade of XfOuiûana, 
and of the beavers of Canada. The privileges formerly 
granted for the trade to Africa, to the Eail: Indies, and 
to China, were {bon Incorporated with th»fe of the new^ 
eftablifhment. Thefe companies, thus united, projeâed 
the paying off of the national debt. In order to put them in 
a condition to accomplifh fo great a design, government 
granted them the fale of tobacco, the coinage, the excife 
duties, and the farms general. 

In order to haiten the revolution, Law obtained, on the 
4th of December 17 18, that the bank which he had eUa- 
blifhed two years before, and which, while its intérêts 
were diftin<El from thofe of the ftate, had been of fo great 
utility, ihould be ereéled into a royal bank. Its bills 
pafTed as current coin between individuals, and they were 
taken in payment at all the royal treafuries. , 

The firft operations of the new fyftem gave univerfal fa- 
tisfaûion. The (hares of the company, mod of them 
bought with government bills, and which, upon an aver- 
age, did not really cod five hundred livres [20I. i6s. Sd.J 
rofe to the value of ten thoufand livres [416I. 13s. 4d.3 
payable in bank bills. Such was the general infatuation, 
that not only natives, but foreigners, and men of the belt 
underflanding, fold their dock, their lands, and their 
jewels, in order to play at this extraordinary game Gold 
and iilver were in no kind of edimation ; nothing but pa- 
per currency was fought after. 
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It was not, perbapsy impoffible, but that this enthufi* 
afm might have been kept up for a fuffictent length of 
tîme, to have been produdive of fome advantage, if Law'^ 
views had been implicitly followed. This calculator, not* 
wichdanding the boldnefs of his principles, was defirous of 
limiting the number of (hares, sdthough he never could 
have been compelled to reimburfe them. But he was 
more particularly determined not to diflribute bank bills 
to the amount of more than ten or twelve hundred millions 
of L'vr'es [from 4i,666,é661. las. 4d. to 50,ooOiOOoI.} 
This was luppofed to be the value of the fpecie circulat- 
ing in the kingdom ; and he flattered himfelf, that by 
thefe operations, he (hpuld collet in the king's coffers a 
fufficicnt quantity of it, to enable him to pay off any per- 
fons who might be defirous of changing their paper cur- 
rency into money. A plan which in itfelf was fo little 
h'kely to fucceed, was ffill further difconcerted by the 
conduâ of the regent. 

This prince had received from nature a quick and pe- 
netrating fpirit, an uncommon (hare of memory, and a 
found under (landing. He acquired by (ludy a manly de- 
gree of eloquence, an exquifite difcernment, a taile. for 
the fine arts, and a proficiency in them. • In war, he dif- 
played much valour ; and in the qianagement of civil af- 
fairs, great dexterity and franknefs. His chavaé^er» and- 
the èircumftaiu:es of the times, contributed to place him 
in fome delicate fituations, by which hè gained a complete 
knowledge of mankind, and an early expérience. I'he 
kind of difgrace in which he had lived for a long time, 
bad given him focial manners, fo that he was eafy of ac- 
ce£i ; and in any intercourfe with him, no man had reafon 
to fear the being treated with ill humour or with haugh- 
tinefs. His converfation was infinuating, and his manners 
perfeâly graceful. He was of a benevoitnt dilpofition» 
or at leafl affumed the appearance of it. 

Thefe amiable and eflims^le qualities did not produce 
the great effects that were expeded from them. The 
want of firmneis in Philip rendered all thefe advantages 
ufelefs to the nation. He had never ftrength of mind fuf- 
ficient to refufe any thing to his friends, to his enemies, 
to his miftreffes, and efpecially to his favourite Dubois, 
the moft corrupt aod profligate of men. This inability 
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of refuiiitg manifefted kfelf particularly at the time oF the 
iyflexn* In onkr to ghit the cupidity of all thofe who 
had the impudence to fay, or to think that they i^ere 
ufcfuli he created fix hundred and twenty-four thoufand 
fhares, the rakie of which rofe to above fix thoufand mil- 
lions of livres, [250,ooo>oool.] and gave out bank bills to 
to the amount of 2696,400,cx)0 livres [i i2,3J?o,oool.3 

A difproportion U) enormous, between the paper cur- 
rency and the coin, might poflibly have been fupported In 
a free nation, where k had been brought on by decrees. 
T^e citizens» accuftomed to confide r the nation as a pei^ 
manent and independent body, truft to its fecurity» the 
more veadily, , as they are feldom thoroughly acquainted 
with its powers, and have a good opinion of it» equity^ 
|bunded on experience. Upon the ftrength of this fa- 
vourable prejudice, credit is often ftretchea in thofe fiâtes 
beyond the real refourees and ^curities of the natioii. 
This is not the cafe in abfolute monarchies, efpecially fnch 
as have oken broken their engagements. ' If in times of 
public infatuation an implicit confidence be (hewn, h 
is but for a little while. Their infolvency becomes en- 
dent. The honefty of the inonarch, the mortgage, the 
ftpck, every thing appears imaginary. The creditor, 
recovered from his delirium, demands his money, with 
a degree of impatience proportionable to his uneafi- 
nefs. The hiflory of the fyftem corroborates this 
truth. 

The defire of putting off thofe, who, firft recovered from 
the general phrenzy, were wifhing to convert their paper 
into money, made it nepeifary to have recourfe to expe- 
dients, fuch as could only have been fuggefted by the 
mod inveterate oppofer of the fyftem. Gold was prohi- 
bited in trade. All the citizens were forbidden to keep 
by them more than five hundred livres [20I. 16s. Sd.J in 
fpecie. Seyeral fueceffive diminutions in the value of the 
coin were declared by edid^. ?. Thefe tyrannical proceed- 
ings not only put a flop to the demands, but likewife 
reduced fome timid perfons to the cruel neceffity of throw- 
ing more ftock into the bank. But this temporary fuc- 
cefs did not even conceal the precipice thfit had been £0 
imprudently opened. 

In order to prop up an edifice which was tumbling to 
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pieces on ail fides» ît was dcereed, that the ftandard for 
the coÎQ fhould be raifed to eîghty-ttwo livres ten foltf 
[2L 8s. 9d.] the marc ; that the bank bills (hould be re- 
duced to half of their value, and the (hares to five-ninths. 
This mode of reducing the difproportion between the pa- 
per currency and the coin, was, perhaps, the leaft unrea- 
fonable that coiild have been adopted in the defperate fi- 
tuation of affairs at that time ; it completed, however, the 
goieral confafion. The conftemation became univerfal : 
every man thought he had loft the half of his fortune, 
and haftened to call in the remainder. The coffers were 
empty, and the dock-holders found they had been delud- 
ed by mere chimeras. Then it was that Law difappeared, 
and with him the expeéiation, abfurdly entertained, of ob- 
taining the reftoration of the public finances, through his 
means. Every thing fell into confufion. 

It did not feem pofllble to clear up this chaos. In or- 
der, to attempt it, on the 26th of January 1721, an office 
was created, into which the life annuities, and perpetual 
annuities, the (hares, the bank bills, in a word, all papers 
bearing the mark of the. royal authority of whatever kuid, 
were to be depofited in the courfe of two months, and their 
validity was afterwards to be difcu(red. 

It was found by this examination, fo celebrated under 
the title of Vifa^ that bank bills had been circulated to 
the amount of 2696,400,000 livres [112,350,0001.] The 
value of 707,327,460 livres [29,471,977!. los.] of thefe 
was burnt, and not reckoned in the liquidation. The 
flock-holderswere condemned to a reftitutionof 1 87 y893,66 1 
livres [7,808,9121. los. lod.] and other modçs were con- 
trived to dimini(h the national debt. The political ma- 
chine began now to refume its motions -y but they were 
neither eafy, nor even regular. 

In whatever manner the finances of the kingdom were 
afterwards adminiftered, they were never adequate to the 
expences. This is a diflreffing faél, the demonftration. 
of which we have before our eyes. In vain were 
taxes multiplied ; wants, fancies, and depredations, were 
dill increafcd beyond them; and the treafury became 
more and more in debt. At the death of Lewis 
XV the pubhc revenues rofe to 375>33i>874 livres 
i5»^3B,82âl. IS. 8d.] But the engagements, notwith* 
Vol. IL D 
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ftandtag the multitude of bankruptcies that had been-madet 
amounted to 1909858,531 livres [7>952»438L 158. iod.3 
There- remained, ti^erefore, no more than 18494739343 
livres [796869389I. 5s. lod*] the expences of the ftate 
required 21O9OOO9QOO livres [8975O,o0oL confequently 
there was a deficiency of 2595^26,657 livres [I90639610I. 
I38, 4d.] in the treafury. 

The public ruppore9 that a better ufe wiU be made of 
the revenue under the prcfent reign. Their expcâations 
are founded upon the love of order, the contempt of pomp, 
the fpirit of juftice, and thofe other plain and mode ft vir- 
tue89 which feemed to crowd about the throne when 
Lewis XVI afcended it. > . 

Young prince ! thou who haft been able to preferye an 
abhorrence of vice and diffipation in the nxidft of the moil 
diifolute of 'courtS9 and under the weakeft of preceptors, 
condefcend to hear me with indulgence» becaufe I ,am an 
honeft man, and one of thy beft fùbjeéîs ; becaufe 1 have 
no pretentions to thy favour, and that every morning and 
evening 1 lift up my hands to heaven, praying for the good 
of onankind» and for the profperity and glory of thy 
reign. The boldnefs with which I (hall venture to tell' 
thee truths that thy predeceâbr uisver heard from the 
mouths of his flatterers, and which thou wilt not.be noore 
likely to hear from thofe who - approach thee, is the bçft 
eulogium I can make of thy charaâer. 

Thou reigneft over ^4hc âneft empire in the univerie« 
Norwithftanding the decline into which it has fallen, there 
is no place upon the /earth where the arts and fbiences fuC- 
tain themfelves with fo much, luftre. The neighbouring 
nations are in want, of thy aiBftance, while thou canft 
maintain thyfelf without theirs» If thy provinces were to 
enjoy all the fertility of which they are fufceptible 5 if thy 
troops, without being much more numerous, were a^ wdl 
diicipUned as they could be ; if thy revenues, without 
being iocreafed, were more faithfully adminiftered ; if a 
fpirit of economy direébd the expences^ of thy minffterSf 
and of thy palace; if thy debts were paid off: what power 
on earth would be fo formidable as thine ? 
. Say, where is the monarch who rules over fubjeâs 
. fo patient, fo faitMul, and fo affeâionate I Is there a peo- 
.ple more frank, more aâive^ or more induftnous ? Has 
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not «^ Europe derived from them that focial fpîrit which 
fo happily diftingulihes the prefent period îfbm all preced- 
ing ages ^ Have ilbt ftatefmen of all countries pronoun* 
ced thy empire to be inexhauftable ? Thou thyfelf wilt 
even be fenfible of the whole extent of thefe refources, if 
thou fayeft to thyfelf without delay : '* I am young, but ' 
<* my only wiih is to do good. Firmnefs ^ets the bet- 
<< ter of jU obllacles. Let mt only be prelentttd with a 
" true piâure of my fituatton : whatever it may be, I fhall 
<* not be alarmed." Prince, thou haft commanded, 
aud I haftcR to obey. If, while I am fpcaking, one. 
tear does but fteal from thine eyes, our prefervation is at 
hand. * . 

When an unexpeéled event placed the fceptre in thine 
unexperienced hands, the' French navy for one moment, 
one fmgle awful moment, had ceafed to exift. Weaknefs, 
diforder, and corruption, had rtplunged it into that ftate 
of annâiilation, from which it had emerged at the moft 
brilliant era of the monarchy. It had neither been able 
to defend our diftant .poffeffions, noF to preferve onf 
coafts from invafion and plunder. In all the regions of 
the globe^ our feamen and our merchants wereexpofed to 
ruinous oppreffions, and to mortifications infinitely more 
intolerable. . ^ 

The forces and treafure of the nation had been lavifh- 
ed for interefts, foreign, and perhaps repugnant to our 
own. But what is gold, or what is blood, in comparifon 
of honour ? \3ur arms, formerly fo much dreaded, infpired 
no more any kind of terror. We were fcarce allowed to 
have courage, . 

Our ambafiadors, who for fo long a time had appeared' 
in foreign courts lefs to negociate, than to manifeft the 
intentions, I had almoft faid the will of their mafters ;. bur 
ambaffadors were now • defpifed. The moft^ important 
tranfaéHons were concluded without any communication 
' with them. Powers in alliance with us, divided empires 
«mongft themftlves without our knowledge. Was it po« 
fible to declare in a more infulting, and lefs equivocal 
manner, xthe little weight we were confidered to have in 
the general balance of the political affairs of Europe ? 
What was become of the dignity and refpeft of the French 
name ? 

D i 



*j6 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bookiy. 

Sueh is» young foverelgo thy fituatiooi without the 
limits of thine empire. Thou doil cad down thine eyes» 
and dared not look at it. The internal viev^ of thy 
kinfi;dom will not afford thee a nu)re comfortable pror« 
pcd. 

In proof of this, I call to witncfs that fuccefiion of 
bankruptcies which have happened from year to year, 
irom month to month, under the reign of thy predeceûbr^ 
Thus it is, that the utmod degree of indigence hath infen* 
fibly been brought on a multitude of ful^eâs, who had 
incurred no other reproach, than that of haying indifcreet- 
ly truded their fortune to their fovereigns, and of having 
overrated the edimation of their facred promife. We 
fliould be afhamed of a breach of faith, even with an ene- 
my f and kings, the fathers. of their country, are not 
.afhamed to break their words in this cruel and bafe maa- 
ncr with their children ! Abominable proditucion of their 
oaths. It might dill be fome kind of confolation to thefe 
unfortunate perfons if they had fallen viéiims to the ne- 
ccffity of circumflances, or to the urgency of the public 
wants, which are ever renewed : but thefe aéls of perfi- 
dy have been executed after years of a long peace, with- 
out their appearing any other motive for them, than the 
abandoning of the plunder of the public finances, to a 
multitude lOf perfons as vile as they were rapacious. 
Behold the chain of them, defcending from the upper 
ileps of the .throne, and extending from thence to the 
lowed ranks of fociety. Beliold vtrhat is the Confequence, 
when the monarch feparates his intereds from thofc of 
his people. 

Cad thine eyes upon the capital of thine empire, and 
thou wilt find m it two orders of citizens* The firfl, 
gorged with riches, difplay a luxury which raifes the in- 
dignation of thofe whom it does . not feduce ; the others 
are opprefFed with indigence, which they increafc by af- 
fumiug the appearance of .affluence that does not belong 
^ to them: for fuch is the power of gold, when it is be- 
come the idol of a nation, that is a fubditute for every ta- 
lent and for every virtue ^ infomuch that a jnan mud 
cither have riches, or make it be thought that he has. 
Among this heap oif diltolute men, thou wilt fee fome la- 
borious, honed, economical, and indudrious citizenSf 
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half proscribed by the erroneous laws, which the fpirit of 
intoleration hath dilated, deprived of all public funâîons, 
and always ready to quit their country, becaufe they are 
not allowed to take root by the acquifition of property 
iu a ftate where they ei^ift, without civil honour» and with- 
out fecurity. -- 

Turn thy view towards the provinces, where every fpc- 
cies of induftry is upon the decline. Thou wilt fee them 
finking under the load of taxes, and under the oppreffi* 
ons, as diverfified as they are cruel, of the numberlefs (a* 
tcUites attending on the contraâors. 

After this, take a review of the country, and behold 
if thou canft, with an unweeping eye, the man who en« 
riches us condemned to perifh with mifery ; the unfortu* 
nate farmer, who fcarce retains from the Umds that he haa 
cultivated a fufficient quantity of itraw to cover his hut 
and make Eimfelf a bed* Behold the proteded extortion- 
er, roaming about his poor habitation, in hopes of finding, 
in the appearance of fome little improvement in his wretch- 
ed iituation, the pretence of redoubling his extortioat. 
Behold multitudes of men who have no poffeflions, quit* 
ting from the earlieft dawn, their dwelling, with their wives, 
their children, and .their cattle» in order to proceed with- 
out wages, and without food, to the itiaking of roads, the 
advantage of which is entirely on thofe who engrofs all pof* 
feffions. 

I perceive that thy fecUng heart is overwhelmed with 
grief; and thou docft afk with a figh, what is the reme- 
dy to fucii a variety of evils ? Thou (halt be told it ; thou 
iball tell it to thyfelf. But thou mull firft be informed 
that the monarch, who hath none but pacific virtues, may 
fecure the affedion of his fubjeôs ; an^i that there is no- 
thing, except fortitudci which can make him refpeéied by 
his Jieighbours ; thou muft be informed, that kings have 
no relations, and that family compaéls laft no longer than 
the contradlirig parties find theit intereft in them ; that 
there is ftill lefs confidence to be repofed in thy alliance 
with an artful houfe, which requires a ftrid obfervation 
of the treaties made with it, without ever being at a lofs 
for a pretence to elude the conditions of them, when they 
ftand m the way of its own aggrandizement ; thou mun: 
he informed, that a king, the t)nly man who knows not 
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whether he has a true friend near him^ cannot poflibly 
have one out of his dominions, and muft therefore rely on- 
ly upon himfelf ; that an ennpire can no more fuhfift with- 
out morals, and without virtue, than a private family ; 
that it haftens on in the fame manner to its ruin by dim- 
pation, and is equally unable of recovering itfelf without 
economy ; thou muft be informed, that pomp adds 'no- 
thing to the majefty of the throne ; that one of thy an- 
ceilofB never appeared more gi'-eat than when attended by^ 
a few guards, which be had even no occdion for, more 
plainly clothed than any one of his fubjeéis, and with his 
back rellin? againft an oak, he heard all complaints that 
were addrefied to him, and determined every difpute ; thoit 
œuft foe informed, in a word, that thy kingdom will re- 
cover from the abyfs digged by thy predecHOTors, if thou 
wilt take upon thy felf to regulate thy oonduâ, upon the 
model of that of a rich individual, loaded with debt, and 
yet honeft enough to be deiirous of anfwering the incon*' 
uderate engagements of his anceftors, and juft enough to 
rgeâ, with indignation, every tyrannical proceeding that 
might be fag|pcfted to him. , 

Aik thyfelf in the courfe, of the day, during the night, 
in the mtdft of the tumult of thy court, iii the retirement 
of thy clofet, when thou dod reflet ; and in what mo* 
ment oughtcft thou not to refledl upon the happinefs of 
twenty-two millions of people whom thou cherifliefti who" 
have an alfeéiio'n for thee, and who anticipate by their 
wiihes, the time when they may adore thee : afk thyfelf I 
fay, whether thy intention be to perpetuate the abfurd 
profufion of thy palace ? 

Whether thou wilt keep that multitude of high and 
fubaltern officers who devour thee. 

Whether thou will continue the expend ve maintenance 
of that number of ufelefs caftles, with the enormous fala- 
ries granted to thofe who govern them. 

Whether thou wilt^ilill double and treble" the eïpen- 
' ces of thy houfehold, by joumies as coftly as they are 
ufelefs. ' 

Whether thou wilt diffipate in fcandalous feftivah the 
(ubfiilence of thy peoplCp 

Whether thou wilt allow that tables of a ruinous gamCj 
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the fonrce of debafement and comipUony fhould be fixed 
usder thy own infpeékion. 

Whether thou wilt fuffer thy treafury to be exhaufled, 
m order to keep up the pomp of thy relations, amd to 
maiDtain them in a uate» thç magnificence of which Ihall be 
emulous of thine own. 

Whether thou wilt fuffer« that the example of a treach* 
eroiM luxury fliould diforder the Cenfes of our womeot «nd 
drive their huibanda to defpair. 

Whether thou wilt facrifice every day for the feed of 
thy horfes, ^, quantity of fubfiftenoe, fumcient to nourifli 
feveral thoufands of ihy fubjeâs, who are periihing with 
hanger and mifery. 

Whether thou wilt dill grant to certain members of the 
ftate, already too amply gratified, and to fome military 
reen, already enjoying a confiderable ftipend during a 
km^ feries of years paiTed in idlenefs, fums of an extra* 
ordinary magnitude, for operations which it is their du- 
tj to perform, and which in every other government, ex* 
cept thine, they would be obliged to execute at their own 
expence* 

Whether thou wilt per fid in the fruttlefs pofiefiion of 
iffîmenfe domains which yield thee nothing, and the aliéna* 
tien of which» whjle it might fer ve to difcharge part of 
thy debt, would increafe b«>th thine own incçme and. the 
rkhes of the nation, The^man to whotn every thing be^ 
longs as fovereign, ought not to pofTefs any thing as a 
private man. 

Whether wilt thou give way to the infatiable avidity of 
thy courtiers, and of the courtiers of thy rdations. 

Whether thou wilt permit that the nobles, the magif* 
tratesy'and all powerful and prpteélêd perfons.in thy kingt- 
dom, (hould continue to cail off from their own (boulders 
the burden of the taxes» in order to make it fall with 
greater weight upon the people. A fpecies of extortion 
agsind which the groans of the opprefied, and the le* 
nionfti-anc'es of enlightened men, have fo long and fo un« 
*vailingly been uttered. 

Whether thou wilt confirm to a body of men, virho are 
îa poflelfiou of a fourth part of the riches of the kingdom^ 
theabfurd privilege of taxing themfelves at difcretkm, 
and under the title of gratuitous offerings, which they are 
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not afhained to give to their fubfîdîes, to (ignify to thee 
that they owe thee nothing ; that they are not the lefs en- 
titled to thy protection» and to all the advantages of fo- 
ciety, without taking upon themfelves any of the duties of 
It, and that thou hail no right to any return of gratitude 
from them. 

When to thcfe fcveral qucftions thou haft of thyfdf 
given thofe juft apd iincere anfwers which thy feeling and 
/royal heart (hall dilate, let thy aâion» correfpond with 
them. Be firm. Suffer not thy felf to be (haken by any 
of thofe reprefentations which duplicity or perfonal inte- 
reft may fuggeft to reft rain thee, perhaps even to infpire 
thee with terror ;. and be affured that thou wilt foon be 
the moft revered, and the moft formidable potentate of the . 
earth: 

Yes, Lewis XVI, fuch is the fortune that awaits thee ; 
and it is in the confidence that thou wilt attain to it, that 
I ftill remain attached to life. 1 have but one word more 
to fay to thee, but that is of importance. It is, that thou 
ihouldft confider as the moft dangerous impoftors, as the 
moft inveterate enemy of our happinefs and of thy glory, 
. the impudent flatterer, who fhall not helitate to lull thee 
into a ftate of fatal tranquillity ; either by reprefenting to 
thee in a fainter light, the diftrefsful piûure of thy fitiia- 
tion ; or by exaggerating the impropriety, the danger, 
and the difficulty, of employing the refources that may 
occnr to thy mind. 

- . Thou wilt hear it whifpered around thee : •• Thefc 
f* things cannot be done ; and even if they could, they 
** are innovations," Innovations let them be. But di 
the difcoveries that have been made in the arts and fci- 
cnces, have they not been equally fo ? Is then the art • of 
good government the only one that cannot be improved ? 
Or, are we to reckon as innovations, the general aflcm* 
bly of a great nation : the reftoration of primitive liber- 
ty, and the refpedable exertion of the firft aÔs of natural 
juftice? • 

Sttutaim of the At the fall of the fyftem, the govcrn- 

India company ment gave up to the India company the 

at thefall-of monopoly of tobacco, in difcharge of 

thefx^em. the ninety millions of Hvrcs [3j700,ooo1.] 
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they had lent,' It alfo granted them the excliifive privi- 
lege of all the lotteries In the kingdom, and allowed them 
to convert into life annuities and tontines part of their 
Aarcs. There remained only to the number fifty-ûx 
thoufand of thefe, vtrhich, by fubfcqucnt events were re- 
diiced to fifty thoufand two hundred fixty-eight and four- 
tenths. Unfortunately, this fociety preferved the privi- 
leges of the feveral companies out oi which it had been 
formed ; and this prerogative added neither to its wifdom 
Dor power ; it confined the negro trade, and flopped the 
progrefs of the fugar colonies. Moft of its privileges ferv- 
ed only to authorife odious monopolies. The mofl fer- 
tile regions upon earth, when occupied by the company, 
were neither peopled nor cultivated. The fpirit of finance, 
which reflrains purfuits as much as the commercial fpirit 
enlarges the tti, became, and has ever fince continued, the 
fpirit of the company. The direétors thought only of 
turning to their own advantage the rights ceded to the 
company in Afia, Africa, and America. It became a fo- 
ciety of contraâors, rather than that of merchants^ No- 
thing could poffibly be faid in prarfe of their adminiflra- 
tion, had they not been fo honeil^as pay off the debts ac- 
cumulated inlnàia for a century pall ; and taken care to 
fccure Pondicherry againfl any invafion, by furroundin? 
ft with walls* Their trade was but trifling and precan- 
0U8, till Orry was appointed to fuperintcnd the finances , 
of the nation.; 

• 

That upright and difintcrefled minifter Great fuccefs^of 
fdllied his virtues by a harfhnefs of tern- the company, 
per, which he apologized for in a man» 
»er not much to the credit of the nation. One day when 
a friend was reproaching him with the roughnefa of his 
manners, ht àniwcred, ** how can I behave otherwife ? 
** Out of a -hundred people I fee in a day, fifty take me 
^ me for a fool, and fifty for a knave.'*' He had a bro- 
ther named Fulvy, who was Icfs rigid in his principles, , 
but had more affability and a greater fhare of capacity» 
He intruflcJ him witK the concerns of the company, 
which could not but flourifh under fuch a direÔion, 

Notwith Handing the former prejudices and thofe which 
ftill prevailed ; notwithflanding the abhorrence the publid 
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had for ^ny remains of Law's fyflcm ; notwîthftanding 
the authority of the forbonnc, which had decided that 
the dividend upon the /hares came under the denomination 
of ufury ; notwîthftanding the blindoefs of a nation, cre- 
dulous enough not to be fhockcd at fo abfurd a decifîon ; 
yet ftiJJ the two brothers found mea«s to convince cardi- 
nal Fleury, that it was proper to fupport the India- com- 
pany in an cffeÔual manner. They even prevailed upon 
that minifter, imore fkilful in the art of managing riches» 
than in that of increafing them, to lavifh the king's favours 
-upon this eilabliftimen^. ^ The care of fuperintending its 
trade, and of enlarging its powers, was afterwards com- 
mitted to feveral perfons of known abilities. 

Dumas was feat to Pondicherry. He fooQ. obtained 
leave of the court of Delhi to coin money ; which privi- 
lege was worth four or five hundred thouland livres [from 
i6,666l. 13s. 4d. to 20,833!. '63. 8dJ a year* He ob- 
tained a ceffion of tha territory of Karical, which intitlcd 
him to a cohfidcrable fhare in The trade of Tanjoun Some 
time after, a hundred thoufand M^rattas invaded the De- 
can. They attacked the nabob of Arcot, who was van- 
qui(hed and (lain. His family, and feveral of his fubjeâs, 
took refuge in Pondicherry. They were received with all 
' the kindnefs due to allies in diftrefs. Ragogi Boufibla, 
the general of the victorious army, demanded, that they 
fhould be delivered up to him ; and further required the 
payment of 1^^00,000 livres [50,ôboL] it» virtue of ji 
tribute, whicî he pretended the French had formerly fub- 
jîiitted to. 

Dumas made anfwer, that fo long as the moguls had 
been matters of that country, they had always treated the 
French with t\^ refpeék due to one of the moft illuftrious 
nations in the world, which, in her turn, took a pride m 
prot edging her benefactors ;. that 'it was contrary to the 
chara£ier of that magnanimous nation to deliver up a num- 
ber of women and children, and of unfortunate and do- 
iencelefs men, to fee them put to death ; that the fugi- 
tives then in the town were under the protedion of his 
king, who eftecmed it his hrgheft honour to l>e th^ pro- 
tcétor of the diftrefTed ; that every Frenchman in Pondi* 
cherry would cheerfully die in their defence ; and that hla 
own life was forfeited^ if his fovereign were to kno ^ thai 
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he had fo ,much as liftened to the mention of a tribute. He 
added» that be was ready to defend the place to the hft 
extremity ; and if he fhould be overpowered» he would 
get on-board his fhips, and return to Europe : that Ra- 
gogi might confider whether he chofe to ezpofe his army 
to utter deflruéUon, when the greateft a<mntage that 
could be obtained by it was to take poiTeffion of a heap of 
ruins. * 

The Indians had not been accuftomed to hear the 
French talk with fo much dignity. This boldnefs dag* 
Ipered the general of the Marattas ; and, after fome nego« 
ciations Ikilfully carried on» he determined to grant peace 
to Pondicherry* 

Whilft Dumas was procuring wealth and refpeâ to the 
company» the government fent La Bourdonnais to the ifle 
of France. 

The Portuguefc» at the time of their firft voyage» to 
India» had di^vered to the eaft of Madagafcar» between 
the 19th and 20th degrees of latitude, three iflands» to 
which they gave the nameç of Mafcarenhas, Cerne, and 
Rodrigue.^ There they found neither men nor quadru- 
pedes» and attempted no fettlement upon either of the 
iflands. The mojl weftem of them» which had been called 
Mafcarenhas, had for its firfi inhabitants» about tfie year 
1^60» feven or eight hundred Frenchmen. Five years after 
this» they were joined by two-and-twenty of their coun- 
trymen. Their number was foon further increafed by the 
c<damity which deftroyed the colony of Madagafcar. The 
breeding of cattle was the fifil refource of the£e ad.ventur* 
ers, tranfplanted under a new (l^. They afterwards^cul- 
tivated European com» Aiiatic and African fruits» and 
feme vegetables fit for that mild climate. The health» 
plenty» and freedom they enjoyed, induced feveral navi- 
gators» who came there for refreihments and fubfiftcnce» 
to fettle among them. InduÛry was extended with popu- 
lation. In 17 1 8, .the difcovery of a few wild coHee-trees 
fuggefted the idea of tranfplanting fo^tie cofFee-trces from 
Arabia, which throve extremely wtU. The culture of 
this precious tree» and other laborious employments» werç 
performed by flaxes from the coaft of Africa» or from 
Madagafcar. Then the ifland» which had changed its • 
name from Mafcarenhas to the ifle of Bourbon» became an î 
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important obje£l to the company. There was, unfortu- 
fiately, no harbour hi the colony. 

This inconvenience turned the views of the French mi- 
nifter at Vcrfailles towards the ifland of Cerne, where the 
Portugucfe had) as ufual, (eft fome quadrupeds and fowls 
for the benefit of fuch of their fhips as neeeffity fbould 
oblige to touch there. The Dutch, who afterwards took 
pofl*enion of it, forfook it in 1712, from an apprehendon 
of multiplying their fettlements too much. The ifland 
vi'as uninhabited when the French landed there in 1720, 
and changed its name from Mauritius to the iile of France, 
which it dill bears. 

Its firft inhabitants came oyer from Bourbon, and were 
forgotten for fifteen years. They only formed, as it were, 
a corps dc garde, with orders to hang out a French flag, 
to inform all nations that the ifland had a mafter. The 
company, long undetermined, decided at lad for keeping 
it; and in 1735, La Bourdonnais was commiflioaed to 
improve it. 

This man, who has Ance been fo fsmoas, >wa^ born at 
St. Malo, and had been at Tea from the age of ten years ; 
no foit of confideration had been able to interrupt his voy- 
ages, in every one of which he had fignalized himfelf by 
fome remarkable aélion. The Arabs and Portugucfe, 
who were preparing to maflacre one another in the road 
of Mocha, had been reconciled through his mediation, 
and he had difplayed his valour in the waf at Mahe» He 
was the firft Frenchman who ever thought of fending 
armed veflels into the Indian feas. He was known to be 
equally Ikilful iw the art of fhip-building, as in that of na- 
vio-ating and defending a fliip* His fchemes bore the 
mark of genius; nor were his 'views contracted by the 
clofc attention he paid to all the minute details of what- 
ever he undertook. His mind was never alarmed with the 
appearance of difficulties, and he poffeffed the rare talent 
of infpîring the men under his command with the fame 
• elevatiori of fpirit. Mis enemies have reproached him 
with an immoderate paffiori for riches ; and it muft be ac- 
knowledged- he was not fcrupulous in the means of ac- 

<|uiriBg them. 

He was no fooner arrived at the ifle of France, than 
he made it his bufinefs to acquire every information hfe 
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could coacernlngr It, in which he was much affifted by his 
foTtuoate fegacity and hts indefatigable aélîvîty. In a 
iittk time he endeavoured to inftil a fpirit of emulation 
ioto the firft colonifts on the ifland, who were entirely dif- 
coûraged at the negled with which thev had been treated» 
and attempted to reduce to a Uriel fubordination the va- 
grants lately arrived from the mother-country. He made 
theoi cultivate rice and wheat, for the fubfiftence of the 
Earopeans, and cafiava, which he had brought from Bra- 
zil, for the flaves. They were to be furnifhed from Ma- 
dagafcar with meat for the daily confumption of the inha- 
bitants and of feafaring men, till the cattle they had pro- 
cured from thence (hould multiply fo confiderably, as to 
prevent the neceffity of importing any more. A poft 
which he had edablifhed on the little ifland of Kodrigae, 
abundantly fupplied the fick with turtle. Here fhips go- 
ing to India loon found all the refrefhments and conveni- 
ences they wanted after a tedious paflage. Three fhips, 
one of which carried five iiundred tons burden, were 
equipped and fent from the docks he had conflruâed. If 
the founder had not the fatîsfaâion of bringing the co- 
lony to the utmoft degree of profperity it was capable of, 
at leaft he had the credit of havmg difcovered what de- 
gree of importance it might acquire in able hands. 

Thefe improvements, however, though they fecmed to 
be owing to inchantment, did not meet with the appro* 
bation of thofe who were principally concerned in them, 
^d La Bourdonnais was compelled to jufltfy himfelf. 
One of the dire^ors was afking him one day how it hap- 
pened that he had conduéied the affairs of the company fo 
iU, while he had taken fo much care of his own ? ** Be- 
caufe,*' faid he, " I have managed mine according 
to my own .judgment, and that of the company ac- 
** cording to your direéiions.'* 

Great men have been in all parts more uféful to the 
public than large coUeâive bodies. Nations and fôcieties 
ate but the inftniments of men of genius ; thefe have 
been the real founders of ftates and colonies. Spain, 
Portugal, Holland» and England, owe their foreign con- 
quefts and fettlements to able warriors, experienced fea- 
uicn, and legiflators of fuperior talents. France efpecially 
is more indebted to fomç fortunate individuals for the 
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glory flie has acquired, than to the form of her govern- 
ment. One of thefe fuperlor men hadjuft eflablifhed the 
power of France over two important iflands in Africa ; 
another, ftill more extraordinary, added fplendour to the 
Frenc^i name in Afia ; this was Dupleix. 

He was firft fent to the banks of the Ganges,- where he 
fuperintended the colony of Chandernagore. That fet- 
tlement, though formed in a part of the globe the bed 
adapted for great comnœrcial undertakings, nad been m a 
languid date, till he took the management of it. The 
company had not been able to fend any tonfiderable funds 
to it ; and the agents, who went over there without any 
property of their own, had not been able to avail thcm- 
lelves of the liberty that was allowed them of advancing 
their own private afiairs. The aâivity of the new gover- 
nor, who brought an ample fortune, the reward of ten 
• years fuccefsful labours, foon fpread throughout the co-> 
lony. In a country . abounding with money they foon 
found credit, when once they mewed themfelveS defer v- 
Ing of it. In a fhort time, Chandernagore excited the 
admiration of its neighbours, and the envy of its rivals. 
Dupleix, who had engaged the refi of the French in hisr 
vaft fpeculations, opened frefli fources of commerce 
throughout the mogul's dominions, and as far as Thibet- 
On his arrival he had not found a ilngle ûoop, and he fit- 
ted out fifteen armed veffels at once.. Thefe /hipç earned, 
on tra^e from one part of India to another. Some he 
fent to the Red fea, to the gulf of Perfia, to Surat, to 
Goa, to the Maldives and Manilla iflands, and to all the. 
feas where there was a poilibility of trading* to advan- 
tage. 

Dupleix had for twelve years fupported the. honour of; 
the French name, on the Ganges, ^nd increafed the reve- 
nue of the public, as well as the private fortunes of indi- 
viduals, when he was called to Poadigherry, to take upon 
him the general f^jperin tendency of alKthe company !a af- 
fairs in India. They were then in a more flourifhing con- 
dition than they had ever yet been, or have ever been 
flnce ; as the returns of that year amounted to twenty- 
four millions ÇijOOOiOOol.] Had they been ftill con-- 
du6led-with prudence, and had more confidence been pla- 
ced in two fncb men as Dupleix and La Bourdonnais, it 
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1*6 probabk that fucfa a power would have been eftaUiflitd 
I as would not have been eafily dcftroycd. 
i La Bourdonnais faw an approaching rupture with £ng- 
\ land ; and propofed a fchcme which would have fecured 
j , to the French the fovcreignty of the feas in Afia^ during 
the whole courfc of the war. Convinced» that which- 
ever nation Ihould firft take up arms in India, would have 
a manifeft advantage over the other, he defired to be fur» 
niftied with a fquadron, with which he intended to fail to 
the i/Ie of France, and there wait till hoftilities began. 
He was then to fet out from tliat ifland» in order to go 
and cruize in the ftraits of Sunda, through which moft 
of the (hips pafs that are going to, or coming from, China. 
There he would have intercepted all the-Englifh (hips, and 
favcd thofe of the French. He would have even taken 
. the fmall fquadron. which England fent into thofe lati- 
tudes ; and, having thus made nimfelf mailer of the In- 
dian feas, would have ruined all the Englifh fettlements 
in thofe parts. 

The ininiftry approved of this plan, and granted bim 
five men of war, with which he put to fea. . 

He had fcarcely fet fail, when the dirc6lors, equally of- 
fended at their being kept in the dark with regard to the 
deilinatioir of the fquadron, and at the ex pences it^had-oc- 
caûoned them, and jealous of the advantage this^ appoint^ 
ment would give to a map who, in their opinion, wa» al- 
ready too independent, exclaimed againft this armament 
as they had done before, and declared it to be ufdefs. 
They were, or pretended to be, fo fully convinced of the 
neutrality that would be obferved in India between the 
two companies, that they perfiiaded the minifter into that 
opinion^ when La Bourdonnais was no longer prefect to 
animate him and guide his inexperience* 

The court of Verfailles was not aware, that a power, 
fapported chiefly by trade, would not eafily be induced ' 
to leave them in quiet po(feliîon of the Indian ocean ; and 
that, if fhe, either made or liflened to any propofals of 
neutrality, it mull be only to gain time. It was not aware 
that, even fuppofing fuch an agreement was • made bona 
Jidè on both fides, a thoufand unforefeen events might in- 
terrupt it. It was not aware» that the objeéi propofed 
could never be fully .anfwered, bccaufe the fea-forces of 
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both nattons» not being boond by any private agreement 
made between the two companies, would attack their 
{hi*p8 In the European feas. It was not aware, that in 
the colonies thcmfelves preparations would be made to 
guard againft a furprife ; that thefe precautions waald 
create a rhiflrufl on both fides ; and that miftrufl would 
bring on an open rupture. AH thefe particulars were 
not perceived by the court, and the fquadron was recalled* ■ 
Houilitics began; and the lofs of alraoll every French 
(hip in India, (hewed too late which of the two was the 
moil judicious fyftem of politics. 

La Bourdonnais was as deeply affeéled for the errors 
that had occafioned the misfortunes of the nation, as if 
he had been guilty of them himfelf, and exerted all his 
powers to remedy them. Without magazines, without 
provifions, without money, he found means, by his at- 
tention and perfeverance, to form a fquadron, compofed 
of a (ixty-gun (hip, and (ive merchantmen, which he 
turned into men of war. He ventured to attack the Eng- 
lifh fquadron, beat them, purfued and forced them to quit 
the coaft of Coromandel ; he then bedeged and took Ma- 
dras, the (irft of the Englilh fettlements. The conqueror 
wae preparing for frcfh expeditions, which were 'certain 
and eafy ; but he met with the moil violent oppoûtion, 
which not only occafioned the lofs of the fum 9,057,000 
livres [377>375h] he had ftipulated for as the ranfom of 
the city, but alfo deprived him of the fucctfs which muftv 
neceffarily have followed this event. 

The con^pany was then governed by two of the king's 
commilTaries, who were irreconcilable enemies to each 
other. The direâors and the; inferior officers had taken 
part in the quarrel, as they were fwayed by their refpedlive 
inclinations or interefts. The two fanions were extremely 
exafperated againft each other. That which had caufed La 
Boundonnais's fquadron to be taken from htm, was en- 
raged to fee that he had found refources in himfelf, which 
frulfrated every attack that was made upon him. There 
is good reafon to believe, thajt this fa£iion purfued him to 
India, and inftiUed the poifon of jealoufy into the heart of 
Dupleix. Two men formed to efteem and love each, 
other, to adorn the French name, and perhaps to defcend 
together to poftcrity, became the vilç tools of »n animo* 
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fity in which they were not the leaft intereftcd. Duplcix 
oppofed La Bourdonnais, and made him lofe much time. 
The latter, after having ftaid too long on the coaft of Co- 
jomandcl, waiting for the fuccours which had been iinnc- 
ceiTarily delayed, faw his fquadron deftroycd by a ftorm. 
The crews were difpofed to mutiny. So many misfor- 
tunes, brought on by the intrigues of Dupleix, determin- 
ed La Bourdonnais to return to Europe, where a horrid 
dungeon was the reward of his glorious fervices, and the 
end of the hopes which the nation had built upon his 
great talents. The Englifh, delivered from that fornud- 
able enemy in India, and confiderably reinforced, found 
tbemfelvcs in a condition to attack the French in their 
turn p and accordingly laid fiege to Pondicherry. 

Dupleix then made amends for paft errors. He de- 
fended the town with great fkill and bravery ; and after 
the trenches had been opened fix weeks, the £ngli(h were 
forced to raife the fiege. The news of the peace arrived 
foon after, and all hoftilities ceafed between the companies 
of both nations. 

The taking of Madras, La Bourdonnais's engagement 
at fea, and the raifing pf thfr4iege of Pondicherry, gave 
the Indian nations a high opinion of the; î^rench ; and 
they were refpeéled in thofc parts as the firft and greatcft 
of the European powers. 

Dupleix endeavoured to avail himfelf of this difpofitioHi 
and his attention was engaged in procuring folid and im- 
portant advantages for his nation. In order to judge 
^gWy of his projets, we mud lay before the reader a 
ddfcription of the ftate of Indoftan at that time. 

Defcription of If we may credit uncertain tradition» 
Indo/ian. that fine rich country tempted the firft 

conquerors of the world. But whether 
Bacchus, Hercules, Sefoftris, or Darius, did or did not 
carry their arms through that large portion of the globe, 
certain it is, that it proved a* inexhauftible fund of fic- 
tions and wonders to the ancient Greeks. Thefe people» 
ever credulous, -becaufe they wçre carried away by their 
imagination, were fo inchanted with thefe marvellous fto- 
ries, that they ftill gave credit to them, even in the more 
enlightened ages of the republic. 
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If we confider this matter according to the principles 
of reafon and truth» we (hall find that a pure air, whole- 
fonie food, and great frugality, had early multiplied men 
to a prodigious oegree in Indoftan. They were acquaint* 
ed with laws, civu government^ and arts ; while the reft 
of the earth was deierC and favage. Wife and benc^ctal 
inftitutiofis preferved (hefe people from corruption, whofe 
only care was to enjoy the benefits of the ibil and of the 
climate. If from time to time their morals were tainted 
in fome of thefe dates, the empire was immediately fub- 
verted ; and when Alexander entered thefe regions, he 
found very few kings and many free cities. 

A country divided into numberlefs little fiâtes, fome of 
which were popular, antl others enHaved, could not mak^ 
a very ibrmidable refinance againft the ht* ro of Macedo- 
nia. His progrefs therefore was rapid, and he would have 
fubdned the whole country, had not death overtaken him 
in the midft of his triumphs. 

By following this conqueror in his expedition b« the In- 
dian Sandrocotus had learned the art of war. This ob^ 
fcure man, who had nothing to recommend him but his 
talents, colleéled a numerous army, and drove the Mace- 
donians out of the provinces they had invaded. This de. 
liverer of his countiy then made himfelf mafter of it^ and 
united all Indoftan under his dominion. How long hç 
reigned, or what was the duration of the empire he had 
founded, is not known. 

At the beginning of the eighth century, , the Arabs 
over-ran India, as they did many other parts of the 
world. They fubje£ted fome few iflands to their dora^ 
nion ; but, content with trading peaceably on the conci» 
uent, they made but few fettlements on it. 

Three centuries after this, fome barbairians of ^heir re- 
ligion, who came out from Khoraflan, headed by Mah- 
moud, attacked India on the north fide, and extended 
their depredations as far as Guzarat. They carried off 
imipenfe fpoils from thofe^ealthy provinces, and buried 
' them under grouqd in their wretched and barren de- 
fcrts. i. 

Thefe calamities were not yet forgotten, when Gengis- 
Khan, who with his Tartars had fubdued the greeted 
part of Aiiai brought his vidlorious army to the weâern 
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\ borders of India. This was about the year 1 200. It is 
\ not koown what part this conqueror and his defcendant» 
\ took in the affairs of Indoftan. Probably they did not 
I concern then^felves n>uch about them; tor it appears, 
I that foon after the Patans reigned over, this fine country* 
Thefe men were a fet of favage peafant J» who ifluing in 
tit)op8 from the mountains of Candaliar, fpread themfelvcs 
y throughout the (ineft provinces of Indoltan» and efta^ 
\' bliihed there a fucceffion of dominions independent of 
each other. 
The Indians had fcarce had . time to accuilom them» 
, fclves to this foreign yoke, when they were once more for- 
ced to change mailers. Tamerlane, who came from Great 
Tartary, and was already famous for his cruelties and his 
vidories, advanced to the north fide af IndoûaH, at the 
fndof the fourteenth century, with a well-difciiilined and 
triamphant army, insred to all the hardfhips of war. He 
iccviedthe northern provinces himfelf, and abandoned the 
plonder of the fouthern ones to his lieutenants. He feem« 
ed determined to fuhdue all India, when, on a fudden, he 
turned lits arms againil Bajazet, overcame and dethroned 
that prince, and, by the union of all his conquefts, found 
himfelf mafter of tlie immenfe fpace that extends from the 
delicious coaii of Smyrna to the deHghtful borders of the 
Ganges. After his death, violent coritefls arpfe, and his 
poftcrity were deprived of his rich fpoils. Babar, the 
fizth defcendant of one of his children, alone furvived to 
prefcTve his name. 

Th^t young prince, brought up in floth and luxury, 
teigned in Samarcand, where his anceftor had ended his 
days. The Ufbeck Tartars dethroned him, and conftrained 
him to take refuge in the Cabuliftan. Raneuildas, the 
governor of that province, received him kindly, and fup- 
pKed him with troops. 

This wife man addreffed him in the following itianncr : 
** It is not towards the north, where vengeance would na- 
" turaliy call thee, that thy fleps muft be direded. Sol- 
'* dicrs, enervated by the pleafures of India, could not 
^' without rafhnefs attack warriors famous for their con- 
" rage and their vié^ories. Heaven has conduced thee to 
^ the banks of the Indus, in order to fix upon thy brow 
" one of the richeft 'diadems in the uaiverfe. Turn thy 
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** view towards Indoftan. That empire, torn în pieces 
" by the inceffant wars of the Indians and Patans, calls 
" for a maftcr. It is in thofe delightful régions that thou 
*' mud eftablifti a new monarchy,, arid raifc thy glory 
** equal to that of the formidable Tamerjane.*' 

This judicious advice made a ftrong impreffion on the 
mind of Baba. A plan of ufurpation was immediately 
traced out, and purfued with adlivity and ikilL Sucdefs 
attended the execution. The northern provinces, not ex- 
cepting Delhi, fubmittcd after fome rcCftance ; and thus a 
fugitive monarch had the honour of lay itig the foundation 
of the power of the mogul Tartars, which fubfifts to this 
day. 

The prefervatioti of this conquefl required a. form of 
government. That which Babar found efbbliihd in In* 
dia, was a kind of defpotifm, merely relative to civil mat- 
ters, tempered by cudoms, forms, and opinion ; in a word» 
adapted to that mildnefs which thefe nations derive from 
the influence of the climate, and from the more powerful 
afcendant of religions tenets. To thîè peaceable confti- 
tution Babar fubftituted a fevere and military defpotifm,' 
fuch as might be expêéled from a viélorious and barbarous 
nation.' 

If we may rely upon the authority of one of the men 
who is the mod: ideeply \erfed in Indian traditions. Ran- 
guildas was long witncfs to the power of their new fove- 
reign, and exulted in the fuccefs of his own councils. The 
recolledlion of the fteps he had taken to place his maftcr*a 
fon upon the throne, filled him with a confcious and real 
fatisfadlion. 

One day, as he was praying in the teitiple, he heard a 
Banian, who flood by him, exclaim, ** O God, thou feeil 
" the fuffcrings of ray brethren. . We are a prey to a 
** youn? man who confiders us as his property, which he 
** may fquander and confume at pleafure. Among the 
*^ many children who call upon thee from thefe vafl regions, 
** one opprefTes all the reft : avenge us of the tyrant ; 
** avenge us of the traitors who have placed him on 
*^ the throne, withont examining whether he was a juHk 
" man." 

Ranguildas, aflonifhed, drew near to the Banian, and 
fei'd, « O thou, who curfeft my old age, hear me. If 
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** I am goiky, my confciencc has mifled mc. When I * 
" reftored the inheritance to the fon of my fovereigiiy 
" when I expofed my life and fortune to eftabh'fh his au- 
*' thority, God is my witnefs, that I thought I was a£l- 
" ing in conformity to his wife decrees ; and, at the very 
" iDftant when I heard thy prayer, I was ftill thanking 
" Heaven for granting me in my latter days, thofe two 
** greateft of bl^ffings, reft and glory." 

»* Glory !" cries the Banian. " Learn, Ranguildas, 
*' that glory belongs only to virtue, and not to allions 
" which are only Iplcndid, without being ufeful to man- 
" kind. Alas ! what advantages did you procure to In- 
" doftan when you crowned the fon of an ufurper ? Had 
'* you pievioufly conûdered whether he was capable of 
" doing good, and Syhether he would have the will and 
" rcfolution to be juft ? You fay, you have reftored to him 
" the inheritance, of his fathers, as if men could be be- 
** queathed and poffeffed like lands and cattle. Pretend 
" not to glory, O Ranguildas ! or, if you look for grati- 
*' tude, go and feek it in the heart of Babar ; he owes it 
** you. You have purchafed it at a great price, the *hap* 
" pinefs of a whole, nation." 

Babar however, while he was bringing his fubjeéls un- 
der the yoke of defpotifm, took care to confine it withiit 
certain bounds, and to draw up his inftitutes with fo 
ciucK force» that his fucceûbrs, though abfolute, could not 
poflibly be unjuft. The prince was to be the judge of 
the people and the arbiter of the ftate ; but his tribunal 
and his council were to (It in public. Injuftice and ty- 
ranny delight in darknefs, that they may conceal them- 
felvcB from their intended viélims ; but when the monarch's 
aâions are to be fubmitted to the infpeélion of his fub- 
jeâs, it is a ûgn he intends nothing but their good.— 
Openly to infult a number of men alfembled, is fuch an 
outragt as even a tyrant would blufti at. 

The principal fupport of his authority was a body of 
four thoufand men, who ftyled themfelves the firft flaves 
of the prince, out of this body were chofen the omrahs, 
thofe perfons who compofed the emperor's councils, and 
on whom he beftowcd lands diftinguifhed by great privi- 
leges. This fort of poflcffions always reverted to the 
crown. It was on this condition that all great offices 
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were given.. So true it Is, that defpotifm enriches its ilavcs 
only to plunder them. 

Great intereft» however, was made for the poft of ~om- 
rah. Whoever afpired to the government of à province» 
made this the ohjeâ of his ambition. To prevent any 
projeéis the governors vmight form for their own aggran- 
dizement or mdependence, they always had overfeers ,pla* 
ced about them, who were not under their controul, and 
who were commifiioned to infpeél the ufe they made of 
the millitai^ force they were enf rafted with, to keep the 
conquered Indians in awe. *The fortified towns were 
frequently in the hands of the officers, who were account- 
able Qilly to the court. That fufpicious court often Tent 
for its delegate, and either continued or removed him, as 
it happened to fuit its flu6luating policy. Thefe changes 
were grown fo common, that a new governor coming out 
of Delhi, remained upon his elephant with his face turned 
towards the city, •* waiting," as he fâid, " to fee his fuc- 
" ccflbr come ont." 

The form of government, however, was not the fame 
throughout the empire ; for the moguls had left feveral 
Jndian princes in poffeflion of their fovereigntiesy and even 
given them a power of tranfmitting them to their de- 
fcendants. They governed according to the laws of the 
country, though accountable to a nabob appointed by the 
court. They were only obliged to pay tribute, and to 
conform to the conditions (lipulated with their anceftors 
at the time of the conqueft. 

The conquering nation could not have commited any 
confiderable ravages,' fince it does not yet conftitute more 
than a tenth part of the population of India. There are 
a hundred millions of Indians to ten millions of Tartars. 
The two nations have never intermixed. The Indians are 
the only farmers and artificers. They alone live in the 
country, and carry on the manufadlùres. The moham- 
medans are to be found in the capital, at court, ia great 
cities, in the camps and armies. 

^It appears, that at the period when the moguls entered 
Indoftan, that country was no longer what it had former^ 
been. The landed property, which, in remote times, had 
been fo firmly fettled in the hands of private perfona» 
was now generally become the prey of the dcpofitaries of 
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aathontf . AU the lands belonged to the Indtam or Pïi- 
tan princes ; and it may eafily be ûnafi^ined that favage 
coD^aerorsy. funk in ignorance and avarice, did not reoi- 
f fy this abufe» which is the utmoft ftretch of arbitrary 
power. That portion of the lands of the empire which 
the new fovereiçnsVall their own, was divided into large 
governments which were called fnbahftups. The fubahs, 
who were intrulted. with the civil and military govern- 
ment, were alfo appointed to receive the revenues. Thiff 
they committed to the care of the nabobs, whom they ef- 
tablifhed throughout their fubàhihips ; and thefe again 
trailed this bufinefs to private farmers, whofe immediate 
concern it was to cultivate the lands. 

At the beghining of their year, which is in June, the 
nab<d>'8 officers agreed with the farmers for the price 
of their farm. A kind of deed was drawn up, called ja« 
Diabandi, which was depofitcd in the chancery of the pro- 
■wnce ; after which, the farmers went, each in his ownr 
diftriâ, to look for hufbandmen, and advanced them con- 
fiderable fums to enable them to fow the ground. After 
harvcft, the farmers remitted the produce of their grounds 
to the nabob*» officers. 

The nabob delivered it to the fubah, and the fubah paid 
It into the emperor^s treafury. The agreements were 
commonly for half the produce of the land ; the other 
Wf went to pay the charges of culture, to enrich the far- 
*Mr8, and to fubfiti thofe whom they employed in tilling 
^hc land. In this fyftem were comprifed not only 
corn, which is the principal crop, but all other produc- 
tions of the earth. Betel, fait, and tobacco, were all farm- 
^ in the fame manner; 

There were alfo fome cuftom>houfes, and fome du- 
"C8 Upon the public markets; but no poll-tax, or any 
tax upon . induflry. Thefe arbitrary rulers had not 
thought of requiring any thing from men who had no- 
thing left themi The weaver, fitting at his loom, worked 
without folicitude, and freety- difpo^d of the fruit of his 
labour. * > 

This liberty extended to every, kînd of moveables*. 
They were truly the property of private perfons, who 
^wc hot accountable to any perfon for them. They 
*^oii|d difpofe of them in thcfr life*time ; and after their 
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death, they devolved to theîr offspring. The houfes of 
artificers, the town houfes with the little gardens belong- 
ing to them, were likewife accounted private property. 
They were hereditary, and niight be fold. In the lat- 
ter cafe, the buyer and fellet appeared before the cothoal* 
The conditions of the bargain were drawn up in writ- 
ing ; and the cothoal affixed his feal to the ^t^à, to make 
it valid. 

The fame formality was obferved with regard to. the 
purchafe of flaves ; that is, of thofe unfortunate men, 
who, under the preffure of poverty, chofe rather to be îb 
bondage to one man who allowed him a fubfiftence» than 
to live under that general flavery in which they had no 
means of procuring the neceffanes of life. They then fold 
themfelves for a fum of money ; and this was traniadted 
in prefence of the cothoal, that the mailer's property 
might not be conteiled. 

The cothoal was a kind of notary public. There was 
one in every diflridl of a certain fize. It Was before him 
that the few deeds were tranfaâed, which the nature of 
fuch a government would admit of. Another officer, 
called jemidar, decided all differences that arofe between 
man and man ; and his decifions are almoft always defini- 
tive, unlefs the caufe was a very important one, or unlefs 
the aggrieved party was rich enough to pay for having it 
reverled at the aabob's court. The jemidar was likewife 
intrufted with the police. He had a power of inflîâ.- 
ing flight punifhments ; but all capital offences were referr- 
ed for the judgment of the naboh,^ as he alone had a right 
to pronounce fentence of death. 

Such a government, which was no better than defpot- 
Ifm gradually defcending from the throne down to the 
meaneft officer, could have no other fpring than a * coer- 
cive povver conffantly exerted* Accordingly, as foon as 
the rainy feafon was over, the monarch quitted his capital, 
andrefidedin his camp. The nabobs, the rajsdis, and 
the principal officers, ' were Summoned to attend him \ 
and m this manner he proceeded through all the provinces 
fucceffively in military parade, which, however, did not 
preclude political artifice. One great man was often em- 
ployed to opprefs another. The moil odious reilnement 
S>i defpotifm is that of dividing its flaves. Thefe divi* 
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fions were fomented by informers, publicly kept by the 
priBce, who were continually fprcading alarm and terror. 

' Thcfe fpie» were always chofen among perfons of the firft 
rank. Corruption is at its height when power can en- 
noble what Û mean. 

Every year the great mogul fct out on his travels, more 
as a conqueror than as a fovereign. He went to admini- 

1 ftcr jufticc in the provinces as if he were going to plunder 
them ; and maintamed his authority by a parade of mili- 
tary force, which makesT arbitrary government a continual 
ftate of war. This manner of governing, though with le- 
gal forms, 18 very dangerous for the monarch. So long 
as the people feel their wrongs merely through the chan- 

I ncl of thofe who are invefted with this authority, thc^ only 

j murmur, upon the fuppofitton that the forerei^n is igi^or- 

L ant of them, and would n<^t futfer any injuftice if he knew 
it : but when the fovereign gives it a fanâion by hfs pre« 

I. fence and by his own decifions^ then all confidence is at an 
end ; the ideception vaniftics : he was a god ; now he is an 
idiot, or a wicked man. 

The mogul emperors, however, have long enjoyed the 
fuperftitious idea the nation had conceived of their facred 
charaéker. That outward pomp which captivates the peo- 

I pie more than juftice, becaufe men arc more affe^led with 
what dazzles their eyes, than with what is beneficial to 
them ; the richnefs and fplendour of the princes' court ; the 
grandeur that furroundcd him in l)is travels ; all this kept 
up in the minds of the people thofe prejudices of fervile ig« 

■ norancc which trembles before the idol it has raifed. The 
various accounts that have been tranfmitted to us of the 
luxury of xkit moft. brlUant courts in the world are not to 
he compared to the mod oftentatious parade of the great 
"^ogul when he appears in public. The elephants, for* 
nerly fo dreadful in war, but which are become ufelefs in 
an army, fince the ufe of cannon ; thcfe immenfe animals, 
that are unknown in our climates, gvft an Afiatic monarch 
an air of grandeur, of which we have no' conception. The 
people fall proftrate before tKeir majcftic fovcregn, who 
uts çxalttd upon a throne of gold, glittering with precious 
ftones, mounted on the haughty animal, who proceeds (low- 
ly, proud to prefent the mailer of à great empire to the 
rcfped of fo many Ikvest Thus, by dazzling the eyci of 



66 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Booh ir 

incji, or infpiring them with terror, the moguls prefervcd» 
and even enlarged their conqefts. Aurengzebc completed 
them, by making hfmfelf mafter of the whole penmfula. All 
Indoftan, except a fmall portion of it along the coaft of Mala- 
bar, fubmittcd to that fuperflitious and barbarous tyrant, 
who had imbrued his hands in the blood of his father, hii 
brothers, and his nephews. 

This infamous defpot made the rtogul power an objeâ 
of deteftalion ; but he fupported it as long as he lived. At 
liis death it was irrecoverably reduced. The uncertainty, , 
as to the right of fucceffion, was the firft caufe of the dif- 
turbances that arofc after his demife, at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century. Only one law was generally ac- 
knowledged ; that which enabled, that the fceptre fhould 
never go out of the family of Tamerlane ; but every em- 
peror was at liberty to choofe his fucceflbr, without being 
obliged to regard the degree of confanguinuity. This in- 
definite right proved a fource of difcord. Young princes, 
whbfe birth entitled them to expeA the crown, and who 
frequently were at the head of a province and an army, 
fupported their claim fword in-hand, and paid little regard 
to the will of a monarch who was no more. This hap- 
pened at the death of Aurengzebe. His rich fpoils were 
Itained with blood. In thefe convulfions of the date, the 
fprings that reftrai'ned an army of twelve hundred tbonfand 
men were relaxed. Every imbob aimed at bein^ independ- 
ent, increafing the contributions raifed upon the people, 
and leffening the tributes fent into the emperor's trea- 
fury- No longer was any thing regulated by law ; all wa» 
carried on by caprice, or thrown into confulion by violent 
mcafurcs. 

The education of the young princes promifcd no remedy 
for all thefe evils. Left to the care of women till the agîT 
'of fcvcn years, tutored afterwards in fome religious princi- 
ples, they wafted in the foft indulgencies of a feragUo thofe 
years of youth and a^ivity which ought to be employed 
m forniîng the man, and inftrufting him in the knowledge 
of life. Cafe was taken to enervate them, that they mieht 
not become dangerous. Coiifpiracies of children agamft 
their fathers were frequent» A fufpicious fyftcm of policy 
tended to weaken the charadler of thefe young men, in or- 
4er that they (hould not be capable of committing a 
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crimt. Hence that (hocking thought of an oneatal porc« 
that <i fathers, while their Tons are livîne^, are fondeft of 
<* their grandfoasy becaufe they love îa tacm the eaeouet 
*• of their enemies." 

The moguls retained nothing of thofe hard/ manneri 
tkey had brought with them from tlieir mountains. ThoCc' 
among them who were advanced to high offit^es» or had wc^ 
quired large fortunes, changed their habitations aocordin|^ 
to the fcalons. In thefo retirements, ^hich were fomc of 
them more delightful than others, they lived in Jioufes built 
only of cjay or earth, but the infide of which prefented 
every Afiatic hixury, together with all the pomp of the 
mod corrupted courts. Wherever ihen cannot nufe a lafU 
ing fortune, nor tranfmit it to their pofterity, the7 are 
deûrous of crowding all their enjoyments in the only mo» 
ment they can caU their own. Every plcafulrr, and 
even life itfelf, i$ exhaulted in the midft of perfumes and 
women* 

The mogul empire was in this date of weakaefs whcv 
it was attacked, in 173S, by the famous Nadercha, betteir. 
known among us by the name of Th<una$ Kouli-Kan. The 
iniiumerable armies of India were difpetfed Mrithout reâft* 
ance, by a hundred thoufand Perfians ; as thofe very Per- 
fians had formerly fled before thirty thoufand Greeks train* 
cd by Alexander. Thamas entered vi^orious into Delhi, 
received the Jbomage of Muhammet, fuffered that weak mo» 
narch to live, and to reig;n, united to Perda all the pro« 
vxnces that fuited him, and returned loaded with . an im- 
menfe booty, the fpoils of IndoHan. 

Muhammet^ defpifed by his conqueror, was ftill more fa 
by^ his fubjeéil. The great men would not ferve under a 
vafial of the king of Perfia*. The nabobfhips became indew 
pendent, paying only a fmall tribute. In vain did the em- . 
peror declare that the nabobs ihould ilill be removable ; 
each of them ftrove with all his power to m^e his dignity 
hereditary, and. the fword decided every, conteft. The 
fubje^s were conftantly at war . with their matter, and 
were not conildered as rebels. Whoever could afford to pay 
a body >of troops, pretended to a fovereignty. The only 
formality obferved was, to counterfeit the emperor^l figii 
manual in sl Jirman, or warrant of inveftiture. It was 
brought 19 t^ nfixpcty yvkiottcwti it ooj^id-knees. This 
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larce was neccffajy to fiApofe upon the people, who had 
iini refpeû enough remaining for the family of 1 amerlane, 
to choofe that au authority (hofild, at leail, appear to pro* 
ceed from that fource. 

Thus did dtfcord, amhition, and anarchy, oppreis this 
beautiful region ;of IndoiUn. Crimed could the more 
cafily be concealed, as it 'was the cuâom of the great never 
to- write but in ambiguous terms, and to employ none 
but obfcure agents, whom they difown'ed when they found 
it necefiary. AiTaffination and poifoning became com- 
mon crimes» which were hurried in the dark recefles of 
thofe impenetrable palaces^ full of attendants, ever ready 
to perpetrate the blackeft aé^s on the-leall fignal from their 
mafter. 

The foreign troops that were called in by the contend* 
ag parties completed themiferies of this unhappy country* 
Ttiey carried off all the riches of the land, or obHged the 
owners to bury them under ground ; and thus it was that 
the treafures amafTed for fo many ages gradually difappeared. 
A general dejedion enfued. The grounds lay fallow, and the 
manufactures ilocd' ftill* The people would no longer 
work for foreign plunderers, or doraefttc opprefTors. Want 
and famine were fo3n felt. Thefe calamities, which for 
ten years had inftftt:d the provinceR of the empire, began 
to viiî£ the coaft of Coromandel. The wife Niauim-el Mii- 
luck, fubah of the Decan, was now no more. His pru- 
dence and talents Jiad kept that part of India which he 
commanded in a flourifhing llate. The European merchants 
were apprelicnfive that their trade might fail when it had 
loft that fupport. 'Diey faw no rcfource agafnft the dan- 
ger, but^ to have a territory of their own, large enough to 
conuin a number of manufacturers fufficient to make up 
their lading. 

Means employed Dvtleit was the firft who confidered 

hy the French to this as a praticable fcheme. The war 

acauWetargepùf" had brought many troops to Pondicherry, 

fejjions in India* with which he hoped, by rapid conquetls, 

to procure greattr advantages than the 
rival nations had obtained by' a (leady. conduS and mature 
deliberation* 
lie had loti^ fttt ied the charaâer of the mîoguls, thefr 
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intrigues and their potîtîcal interefts. He had acquired 
fuch knowledge of thefe matters as might have becnfurprifc 
ing even in a maa. brought up at the court of Delhi. 
This knowledge, deeply combiiud, had convinced him that 
it would be in his po«^cr to attain a principal indueoce in 
the affairs of Indoflan ; poiiibly» to manage • them at his 
pleafure;. His fpirit, which prompted» him to attempt more 
than he was able to perform», gave additionid flreogth to 
kis reEeâiotts. Nothing terrified him in the g^eat part he 
propofed to aé^ at the dillaRce of fix thoufand leagues from 
his native country. In vain did lus friends reprefent to 
him the dai^gers attending fuch an undertaking ; he con- 
fidered nothing but the glorious advantage of fecuring to 
France a new dominion in the heart of Afla ; of enabling 
her» by the. revenues annexed ta it, to defray the charges 
of trsîde and the ex pences of fovereignty; and even of 
freeing her from the tribute wliich oar luxury pays to the 
induftry of the Indians, by procuring rich ana numerous 
cargoes, which fhould not be bought with any exports of 
money» but with the overflowings of the new revenues. 
Full of this great projeô, Dupleix eagerly feized the firft 
.opportuuity that onered to put it in execution» and foon 
took upon him to difpofe of the fubahfhip of the Decan» 
and the nabobihip of the Carnatic» in favour of two men 
who were ready to ?ive up a^y thing he ihould require. 

The fubahfhip o? the Decan is a viceroy alty» made up 
of feveral provinces which were formerly fo many independ* 
cut dates. It extends from Cape Comorin to the Ganges. 
The fubah has the fuperintendacc of all the Indian prin'cea, 
and all the mogul governors within his jurifdi^ion ; and in 
his hands are depoûted the contributions that are deilined to 
till the public treafure. He can compel his inferior officer» 
to attend him in all military expeditions he may think pro- 
per CO noake into the countries under lus dominion-; but he 
is not al1<»wed to march them into a Torttgn. terri toiy» with- 
out an exprefs orckr from the emperor. 

The fubahfliip of the I>ecan< becoming vacant m 1 748^ 
Dupleix» after a feries of events and révolutions», in whicli 
the corruption of the moguls» the weaknels of the Indians» 
and the boldnefs of the French, were eq^us^ly coofpicuons» 
difpofed of it towards the beginning of the year, 175 1» in 
favour of S»lahat-jtng» a fon of the late viceroy.' 
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This fucccfs fecured great advantages to the French fet« 
^mcnts along the coaft of Coromandel ^ but Pondicberry 
was a place of fuch importance tbat it was thought to de* 
ferve a particular attention. This town, which is fituated 
10 the Carnaticy has fuch confiant and immediate connec- 
tions with the nabob of that rich didriâ, that it was 
. thought advifable to procure the government of tlie pro- 
vince for a man whofe affeûion and fubmifiion mlfi^t be 
depended upon. The choice fell upon Chunda-ebeb, a 
relation of the late nabob, well known for his intrigues, 
his misfortupnesy his warlike .exploits, and his iieadinefs of 
temper. 

In return for their fervices, the French made him f^-^t, 
up an immenfe territory. The principal of their acquifi.- 
tions was the iiland of Seringham, formed by the two 
branches of the Caveri. This long and fertile ifland de- 
xives its name and its confequence mm a pagoda» which ii 
fortified» as are moft great buildings that are devoted to 
public worihip. The temple is lurrounded wi^h ferea 
iquare endofures, at the diilance of three hundred and fifty- 
feet from each other, and formed by walls of a moderate 
height, which are proportionably thick. The altar fiando 
in the centre. ■ A ungle monument of this kind» with its 
.fortifications, and the myfteries and riches it contains, is 
more likely to enforce and peruetuate a religion, than a 
multiplicity of temples and pnefts difperfed in different 
towns, with their facrificcs, ceremonies, prayers, and dif* 
.courfes, which, by their number, their frequent repetition, 
.and their being performed in public, are apt to tire the peo« 
pie : tbefe are alfo expofcd to the contempt of enlightentd 
reafon» to dangerous profanations, or to the flight and ne- 
gleâ of the people ; a circumilance which the prieils dread 
more than facrilcge itfclf. The priefts of India, as wife as 
thofc of Egypt, fuffer no fl ranger to penetrate into the pa- 
goda of Seringham. Amidft the fables in which the hif- 
tory of this temple is involved, probably fomc acute philo- 
fopher might, if he were admitted into it, trace from tiie 
emblems, the form and conftruélion of the edifice, and the 
fuperftitipu. praé^ices and traditions peculiar to that facred 
inclofure, many fources of înilruÀion, and acquire an in- 
fight into the hjftory of the moft remote ages. Pilgrims 
rcfort thither from all parts of Indoftan, to obtain abfolu- 
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tion of thcîr fins, and always bring an offering proportion- 
able to their circumftances. Tlieu gifts were ftlll lo confi- 
drrable at-thc beginning of the prefent century, as to main- 
tain forty thoufand men in a life of Hoth and idlenefs. The 
bramius of this temple, though under ^he reftraints of fub- 
ordination, were feldonv known to quit tl^eir retiremcai for 
the more bufy fcenes of intrigue and politics. 

Independent of other advantages which the French en» 
joyed by the acquifition of Serlngham, the fituation gave 
them great influence over the neighbouring countries, and 
an abiolute commasd over the kingdom of Tanjour, as they 
could at^ny time flop the waters that were wanted for thé 
culture of the, rke. 

The territories of Karical and Pondicherry obtained an 
acceffioiv of ten leagues each» with fourfcore villages* If 
thefie acquifitions were^not fo conflderable as that of Seringa 
(laqi in point of pbUtkal influence, they were much mord 
(0 with regard to trudc. . 

^ But this was a trifling acquifitioo, compared to the tcxs 
ritory that was gained to the north, vhich comprehç^dc(d[ 
the Condavir, Mafulrpatnamy the iflaad of DIvi, and the 
fQur proviiiçes of ^uftafanagur, Elur, Rajamandry, and* 
Clucakol. Such important çonceilions made the French 
ouilerB pf the coaft lor the fpacç of fix hundred miles^ aad[ 
procured them the bed linen in Indoflan* It is true they 
^cre to enjoy the four provinces no longer tlian the^ (h'oula 
furnifh the Tubah with a ftipulated number of troops, and 
maintain thein at their own expence } but this agreei^ant, 
which was only binding to their honcfty, gave chen\ little 
concern. Their ambitioa made theni already think them- 
fclves in pofTcfïïon of the treafures that had been heaped up 
w thofe vaft regions for fo many ages. . 

The ambitious views of the French, and their projçfts 
of conquefl, were carried much beyond this. They pro* 
pofed lo obtain a cefliou of the capital of the Portuguefe 
colonies, and Lo feize iipon thediflridl of a triangular lorm^ 
which lies between Mafulipatnam, Goa, and Cape Cot 
'Dorin. 

In the meantime, till they could realize thefe brilliant 
chimeras, they cpnfiderçd the perfonal honours that were 
lavifhed upon X)upleix as a prefage of the greatell profpe'^ 
tuy. It is well koown^ that every foreign colony is m fonfp 
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degree odious to the natives ; it is therefore good policy to 
endeavour to leffen this averlion, and the fureil way to 2lU- 
tain that end is^ to conform as nviich as pollible to the cuf- 
toms and manners of the country. This maxim, vi^hich h 
in general true, is more particularly fo in countries where 
the people reâe^. but little; and is confequently fo in 
India. 

The inclination which the French commander had for 
Aliatic pomp, was ftill a further inducement with him, to 
conform to the cuflomsof the countr}'. Accordingly, he 
Was exceedingly rejoiced when he fasv himfelf inveftcd with 
Ac dignity of a nabob. That title put him upon a level 
with thofc whofe protedion he folicited before, and afTord- 
€fd him confiderable opportunities to pave the way for thofc 
great revolutions he meditated,' in order to promote the im- 
portant interefts he "was " intrufted with. He entertained 
ftill greater hopeé on bein? appoitited governor of all the 
mogul pofTtffîons, througnout an extent little inferior to 
die whole kingdom of France. AU the revenues of thofc 
neh^pi'ovinces were to be depofited in his handSi and he waf 
accbxm table to none but the fubah him felR' 
"^Though thefe ac^reemtnts entered into by ix^rchants 

Îoutd not be yjery picafing to t^c court of Delhi, tfiey were 
Ot rtïuch afield 6f its reSnt menti' The emperor, being in 
^ant of men ^and money, which the fubahs, the nabobs» 
ftle "rajahs, his meaneft delegates, took upon themfelvcs to 
éèfàfè hjfh,' found himfelf attacked on all fides. 

Tfrè rajâputés, defcended from thofe Indians with whom 
Aiexa'ndèr had 'been engaged in battle, being driven out of 
their lands by the moguls, took flielter in fomc mbuntaint 
fiiat are àlittoft inaccemble. Continual difturbances put ic 
out of their power to think of conqnefts ; but in the in- 
Icr'^âîs^of theit^ diflenfiOns, they make inroads ihat cannot 
fail k>f ^Karaffing an empire already exhaufttd. ^ 

"The Patans arc ftill more foi'midâble enerhiea. Driven 
by ïlic 'moguls from moft of the thrones of Indoflan, they 
have taken refuge ât the' foot of Mount Imaus, which is a 
continuation of the Caucafus. That fituation has ftraiigcly 
aiteréà^théîr manners, and given them a fiercenefs of tem- 
per which they had not in a milder climate. ; 'Wîir is their 
chief employment. They fervc aljke' under the banners of 
Jhdian or mohammcdan princes ; but their obcdienct is aol 
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equal to their valour. Whatever crime they mxj have been 
guilty of, it is dangerous to punifh them ; for they are fo 
vindiâive, that they will munler when they are weak» and 
revok when they are ftrone enough to attempt any bold en* 
terprSfe. .Since the reignmg^ povRcr has loft its ftrepgth* 
the oatiofî has ihaken ofTthe yoke.- Not many years ago» 
their gcoerab carried on thoir ravages as far as I^elhi» and 
did not KçÂt that capieal till tfac]^ had plundered it. 

To the north of Iiidoftan^ is a nation, which, thoujgh 
lately known^ is the more formidable for being a new enemy. 
This people, difHnguifhed by the nama of Sheil^ havs 
found means to free themfelvcs from the chains of defpoHIiDi 
and fu peril îtion, though furrounded by nations of flaves* 
They are faid to be followers of a philofopher of Thibetf 
who infptred them with fome notions of liberty, and taught 
them thcifm without any mixture of fuperftition. They 
firft appeared in the beginning of the prêtent century % but 
were then confidercd rather as a fe€t than as a nation. Dup- 
ing the calamities of the mogul emjMre, their number in* 
creafed conilderably by apoftates of all religions, who join- 
ed with them, and fought (helter among them from the op- 
preflions and fury of their tyrants. To be admitted of 
that fociety, nothing more is- required than tofwear implac* 
able hatred againft monarchy. It is afferted, that they 
have a temple, with an altar, on which ftands their code of 
laws,, and uext to it a fceptre and a dagger. Four old men 
are elcâed, who-occaflonally confult the law, which is the 
only fupreme powex this republic obeys. The Sheiks aâu* 
ally poflibis the whole pravince of Punjal, the greateft part 
of the MouItaO) and the Sindi, both banks of the Indus», 
from Caifimere to Tatta, and all the country towarda Del- 
hi, from Labor to Serbirnd : they can raife an army. oF 
ûxty thoufand good cavalry. 

Biit of all the enemies of the mopuls, none are, perhaps^ 
£» dangerous as the Marattas. This nation»^ of late fo fa- 
mous, jis fàr/aâ the obfcurity of their origin and hiftory will, 
allow us to conjeékure, poifeiTed feveral provinces of In* 
dodan, from whence they were driven by the fear or the 
arms of the moguls. They fted into the mountains which 
extend from Surat to Goa, and there formed feveral tribes^ 
irtttch in procefs of time united into one ftate^ of whicfan 

£-5 
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Satarah was for a long tf me, and PonaK now Is, the ca«* 
» pitaL. 

Moft of them carried vice and llceotioufnefs to all thé ex- 
cefles which might be expeâed from an ignorant people, 
who have caft off the yoke of prejudices, without fubftitut- 
in g wholefome laws and knowledge in their ftead« Tired 
of laudable and peaceful laboius, they thought of nothing 
hut rapine. Yet this was confined to the plundering of a 
few villages, and the robbing of fome caravans ; tSl the 
coaft of Coromandel, being threateiied by Aurengztbe, 
made them .fenfiblc of their ftrength, fcy imploring their 
alfiftance. 

At this period, they were feen coming out of their 
rocks, mounted on fmall and ilLfhapcd horfes, but (lout, 
and accuftomed to indifferent feeding, to difHcult roads, 
and to exccffive fatigue. The whole accoutrement of a Ma- 
r^tta horfeman confided of a turban, a girdle, and a cloak. 
1^1^ provifions were a little bag of rice, and a leather bottle 
full of water. His only weapon was an excellent fabre. 

Not with ft and ing the afliilance of thefe barbarians, the 
Indian princes were forced to bend to the yoke of Aureng- 
zebe ; but the conqueror, weary of contending with irre- 
gular troops, which were. 4:ontinually ravaging the newly- 
reduced provinces, determined to conclude a treaty that 
would have been difhonourable, had it not been diâated 
by neceffity, which is ftronger than prejudice», oaths, and 
laws. He ceded for ever to the Marattas the fourth part 
of. the revenues of the Decan, a fubahfhip formed out of 
uU his ufurpations in the peninfula. 

This kind of tribute was reguJaHy paid as long as Aû- 
rcngzebc lived. After his death,' it was granted or refufed» 
according to ciro^imftances. Thç levying of it brought the 
Marattas m arms to the remoteft parts of their mountains. 
Their boldnefs increafed during the anarchy of Indoflan. 
They have made the empire tremble ; they have depofed 
^nonarchs ; they have extended their fronliers ; they have 
granted their prote£tion to rajas and nabobs who iirove to 
be indépendant, and their influence has been unbounded. 

While the court of Delhi was with difficulty contending 

with fo many enemies, all coafpicing to eSeâ its ruin, M. 

de Sufiy, who, with a fmaU corps of French troqpsi and 

- an army of Indians, had condufted Salabat-jing to Aurcn* 



\ 
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gabad his capital» endeavoured to eftabliih htm on th^ 
throne where Tie had placed him. The weaknefs of thip 
prince, the confplracies which it had occafîoned» the firm- 
ans or privileges which had bee» granted to nrab, and Oth«r 
impedimenta, jobftrufted, but could not fubvert hi» projedi. 
By his means the prince reigned more peaceably under the 
prote6lion of the French than could have been cxpcded, 
coaiidering the circumftances of his fituation ; and he pre* 
fervcd hin^ abfolutely independent of the head of the cmr 
plre. 

Chunda-Saeb, appointed nabob of the Camatic, wa3 
not in fo happy a fituation. The Englifh» ever in opposi- 
tion to the French, had lllrred jip a rival againft him, named 
Mohammed- All- Khan. The names of thofe two princes 
ferved as a pretence for carrying on a vigorous war bctwce^i 
the two nations : they fought for glory, for wealth, and to 
fervt-the paffîons of their refpeftive commanders, Dupleî:c 
and Saunders. Vidlory declared alternately for each army. 
Succefs would not have been fo fludluating, had the go- 
vernor of Madras haa more troops, or the governor of Po^- 
dicheny better officers. Jt was difficult to conjeélure whkK 
of tliofe two men, who were both of the fame inflexible 
temper, would in the end obtain the fupcriority ; but (r 
was very certain that neither would fubmit, while be had 
cither troops or money left. Nor was it likely that either 
of them would foon be reduced to this extremity, notwith- 
{landing their ama:(,ing efforts, becaufe they both found 
fuch refources in their hatred and their genius, as even tKc 
mod able men could not have any conception of. It was 
evident that the dilturbances in the Carnatic would not bue 
at an end, unlefs the peace was fird fettled in Europe \ and 
it was to be feared that the flame, which liad been confined 
to India for fix years, might fpread further. The minif- 
tefs of France and England obviated this danger^ by en- 
joining the twocoippanies to fix certain terms of agreemcAt, 
They made a conditional treaty, which began by fufpend- 
ing all hoililities at the commencement of tlie year 1755 ; 
and was to end by cftablilhing betweeri-them a perfe£l equ;^" 
lity of territory, of ftrcngth, and of trade, on, the coafts <jf 
Coromandef jind Orixa» This flipulation b^d not yet rç- 
cdred the lanâion of the courts !bf London and Verfa^Ues, 

£6 ' '' 
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iirhen greater intereds kindled a freifa war betv^ecn the tw» 
nations. 

y 

War èâiwren the £ng^ Th E report of this great conteft, 
Rfit and Fferiçh. The which btgan in North- America, 
JtVencb lofe all their and fpread itfelf throoghout the 
fettîemejntt. univerfe, reached the £aft*lndie« 

. at a time when the £ngh'(h'were 
engaged in a very intricate war with the fubah of Bengal. 
Had the French been tl\en in the fame ftatcTthey were fonte 
years before, they would have joined with the natives* 
From narrow views and iD-judged intertfts, they were de- 
vrons of entering into a formal convention, to fccurc the 
neutrality which had fubfiftcd on the banks of the Ganges 
during the laft dillurbances. Their nVals amufed them with 
the hopes of fettling this convention, fo long as they 
wanted to keep them in a ftate of iha£^ion. £ut as foon as 
their fucceifes had enabled them to make their own terms^ 
they attacked Chandernagore. The reduôion of this place 
was followed by the ruin of all the faâories dependent upon 
'it, andjput the Englifh in a condition to fend men, money, 
proyifions, and fhips, to the coaft of Coromahdel, where 
the French were jutl arrived with confîderable land and fea 
'forces. 

' ' Thefc forces, deftined to proteft the fettlements of their 
own nation, and deilroy thole of the enemy, were more than 
fufficient to aufwef both thofe purpofes. The only point 
wSis to make a proper ufe of them ; but there was a mif- 
'take in this from the beginning, iis will plainly appear from 
the following obfervations. 

Before the commencement of the war, the company pof- 
féffcd, on the coafts of Coromandel and Orixa Mafulipat- 
nam, with five provinces; a large circuit of land abont 
Pbnidicherry, which Tor a long time before had been no- 
thing but a fandbank \ and an extent nearly of the fame 
fize in the neighbotirhood of Karicd ; and, lafUy, the 
i&and of Seringham; Thefe poffeffions made four traôs of 
.'country, too far diilant to fupport each other. They bore 
the marks of the wild fancy and extravagant imaginatkm 
cf IDupleix, who had made thcfe acquifltions, . ^ 

Thefc political errors mîght^have been amended. Dn* 
fîcix, who compenfated for his dcfeôa by his great qu^ 
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tks» bad acquired fo great an inâiKnce« ttiat he wis offer- 
ed the perpetual gOTerament of the Camatic. Ic was the 
moft flouriihmg proYince in all the mogpil empîn:. By fin» 
gttlar and fortunate ctrcumibincest it had been governed 
(occeffively by three nabobs of the fame fa nfly, who had 
been equally attentive to agriculture and induftry. General 
feltdty ha'd been the refuit of this mild government and 
public-fpirited conduâ^ and the public reveauet had in* 
creafed to twelve millions [50,0001.] A Hxth pirt of this 
fum would have been given to Salabat-jing, and the reft 
would have been for the company. 

If the mioiftry and the dîroâion, who alternately fup- 
ported and negleâed their power in India, had but been 
capable of a firm and fettled refolution, they might have 
fent orders to their agent to give up all the remote con^ 
quefts, and to be content with that important fettlement. 
It was alone fuificient to give the French a firm eftablifh- 
ment, a compaâ territory in which the fettlements would 
be contiguous, a very large quantity of merchandise, pro* 
vifions for their fortined towns, and revenues fuificient to 
maintain a body of tiocms ; which would have enabled 
them to fct the jealoufy 01 their neighbours, an J the hat- 
red of their enemies, at defiance. Unfortunately for 
them, the court of VerfaiUes ordered that Dnpleix (hould 
not accept of the Camatic ) and affairs remained as they 
were before that propofal. 

The fituation was critical. . Duplets was, perhaps» the 
only man who could fupport hlmfelf in It, or in his fteaQ 
the celebrated officer who had the greateil (hare in his con» 
fldence, and was befb acquainted with his fcbemet. The 
Contrary opinion prevailed. Duplelx had been recalled. 
The general who was appointed to conduct the Indian war, 
imagined be-muft demoiilh a ilniâure which ought only to 
have been fup'ported in thofe tronblefome tiints, and difco« 
ver«:d his deâgns in fo public a manner, as coiitrlbuted 
greatly td heighten the imprudence of his refolutlons. 

Tkis 'Kian, wbofe ungovefnable temper could never 
adapt itfelf to cirttimûances, had received from nature 
sone of thofe qualities that render a manUit for command. 
*He was governed by a gloomy» impetuous, and irregular 
imagination ; fo that there was a perpetual'coatraft between 
Klè «onverfacjén dnd Us projeélsi and bttvten his projets 



1 10 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS iWNPT^IiiDE Seok ^f^' 

dtfk^ hî# anions. PaflUiiQace». fufpicious» jç^ous, aad po* 
iitive to excefs,. he created an u^iverfal diffidi^nce aod 
jieje^on, and excited animpfities qevçr to b« fupprelTed. 
His military operations» his civiji gOTemment, his political 
combioationsy^l bçre evident marks of the confufion of his 
ideas» 

The evacuation of the iflaod of Seringham was the prin- 
cipal caiife of the difaderç that f^ttended the war with 
Tanjour. Mafulipacnam, and .the northern provinces, 
. wore loHy from having givei» up the alliance of Salabat- 
jing. The inferior powers of the Car^naticy who no longer 
r«rpeéled the French for the (jjike of their old friend the fu- 
•bah of the Decan, completed the general ruin by efponf- 
ing other iuterefls. 

On the other hand, the French fquadron, though fupc- 
rior to the £nghih, with which it had engaged three fe- 
veral times without gaining any advantage over it, was at 
laft obl^ed toieave it maftcr of the feas, by which, the fate 
of India wasdecided. i'ondicherry, after ftruggling with 
all the horrors of famine, was forced to furrender on the 
15th of January 1761. Lally had, the day before, cor- 
re(5^ed a plan of capitidation drawn, up by the council ; he 
had >named deputies to carry it to the enemy ^s camp ; and, 
by a çpntradidiion that was charadierifiic of the man, be 
gave the deputies a letter, for .the Englifh general, in which 
he told him, ** he would have no capit^ilation, becaufc 
*' the £ngli(h were fuch people that they would not adhere 
•*^toit." 

In taking poflcfGon of the place, the conqueror caufed 
^pX ofily the troops that had defended jt, but all the French 
in the company ^s feryice, to be fhipped ofiF for £urope ; 
,and, not fatisfied even with that revenge, they deftroycd 
«Pondichcrry, and made that noble city a heap of ruins. 

Th'ofe 0/ the inhabitants who were fent over to France, 
.arrived" i * dcfpair» at having Ipft their fortuiie», and feen 
their houfes dempli(hed as they qpkted the ihore. They 
filled Paris w4th their clamours ; they excited the iodigaa« 
tion of the public agatnft their gbvenapr ; they impeached 
iiim as the author of all their naileries, and the ible caulc ^ 
the lob of a âourifhing colony. . LaUy was taken up and 
tried by thep^rhament. He had been accufed of hiffh trea- 
foo aiod es^tQrtioik i of the firft he ws» acquitted» and of tl^ 
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fiscond no proof cosld'be brought ; yet X*ally waft coo.^ 
deixioed to lofe his head. 

Let U8 afk, I'a the name of humanity» what hia crime 
was, that it (hould be puni(haUe by law ? The awful 
fvrord of juftice was. not put into the hand» of the magi- 
ftrate to gratify private refentment> or even to follow the - 
emotions of pubh'c indignation. U'he law alone muft point 
out its own vidiims ; and» if the clamours of a blind and 
incenfed multitude could fway with the judges to pronounce 
a capital fentence, the innocent might fuifer for the guilt y^ 
and there would be no fafety for the citizen. In thi? point 
of view let us examine the fentenecv 

It declares, that Lally Hands coi^vided of << liaving be* 
** traycd the intercits of the king, of the ilatc, and of the 
•• India company/' . Whfat is meant by betraying of in* 
terefts ? What law is there that makes it deatji to he 
guilty of this vAgue atid indefinite crim« ? No fuch law 
cither does or can ex ift. TDifgrace from the prince, con- 
tempt from the nation, and public infamy ; thefe are the 
proper punifh men ts for the man, who, i from incapacity or 
folly, has not ferved his country as he ou?lit ; but death, 
and that too upon a fcaffold, is deiiiued for crines of a dif- 
ferent nature. 

The fentence further declares, that Lally (lands convicted 
*^ of vexations, exaélions» and abufe of authority**' No 
doubt he was guilty of thefe in numberlefs indaficee. He. 
made ufe of violent means to procure pecuniary aids ; but 
this money was put into the public trcafure. He iniared * 
and oppreiFed the citizens ; but he* never attemptea any 
thing againft their lives or againil their honour* H« created 
gibbets in the market-place, but caufed no 4>ne Ui k^ exe- 
cuted upon them. 

In fad» he was a madman of a dark and dangerous. caft$ 
an odious and defpicable man ; a nuin- totally incapable of 
command. But he was neither guilty of public extortionsi 
nor treafon ; ai»d, to ufe the expreifion of a phtlofc^hert 
whofe virtues dO honour to humanity» ^^ every one ÙA a 
•' right to kill Lally, except the executioner." 

The xsisfortunes that befel the French Caufy of ij^ 
in Afia ïatà been forefeen by ull conâderate '^ miifrrttmes of 
men» whp refle^ed on the conrupfcio):); pf tbtFffnch . 
the nation. Their morals efpecially had 
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degeoerated in the tc^uptuoue climate of India. The wan 
which Duplcix had carried on in the inland parts had laid 
the foundation of many fortunes. They were increafed 
and multiplied by the gifts which Salabat-jing laviihed .on 
thofe who cooduéied him in triumph to his capital, and 
fixed him on the throne. The officers who had not fhared 
the dangers, the glory, and the benefits of thofe brilliant 
expeditions, found out an expedient to comfort themielycs 
tllKler their misfortune ; which wa% to reduce the fipahit 
to half the number they were ordered to maintain, and to 
apply their pay- to their own benefit ; which' they could 
cafily do, as the money pafied through their hands. ^ The 
agents for trade» who had not thefe tefources, accounted 
to the company but for a very fmall part of the profits made 
upon the European goods they fold, though they ought to 
have been all their own ; and fold them thofe in India at a 
very high price, which they ought to have had at prime 
coK. Thofe who were intr ailed withcoUeéiing the reve- 
nue of any particular fpot» farmed it themfelves Under In- 
dian names, or let it for a trifle, upon receiving a hand- 
fome gratuity ; they even frequently kept back the whole 
income of foch eftates, under pretence of fome imaginary 
robbery or devaftation, which had made it impoffîble to 
colledl it. All undertakings, of what nature foever, were 
clandettintly agreed upon, and became the prey of the per- 
fons employed tn them, who had found means to make 
themfelves formidable, or of fuch as were moft in favour, 
or richeft. The authorifed abufe that prevails in India^ of 
giving and receiving prefents on the conclufion of every 
treaty, had multiplied thefe tranfaâions without neceility. 
The n»vigators who landed' in thofe parts, dazzled with the. 
fortunes which they faw incrcafcd fourfold from one voyage» 
to andtlier^ no longer regarded their (hips, but as the means 
of' carrying on trade and acquiring wealth. Corruptioa 
v»tis brouglkt to its greated height by people of rank, who 
had been difgraced and ruined at home ; but who, being- 
encouraged by what they law, and impelled by the reports 
that were brought to them, refolved to go themfelves inco 
A fia, in hopes of retrievinç their (battered fortunes, or of 
being^abie to- continue tkeir* irregularities with impunity. 
Tjid petlonal conduâ of the directors made it necenary fop 
thcnai to coimîve àt all thpfe diforders» They were «aproach-^ 
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cd with attending to nothing" in their office but the credit» 
the money, and the power it gave thc'm ; wkh giring the 
oipft important poils to their own relaiîont, men of no mo- 
rals, application, or capacity ; with multiplying the num- 
ber of factors without necrffity and without bounds» to fe- 
curc friends in the city and at court ; and, Iftftly» they were' 
accufed of obtruding upon the public commoidities wbith 
might have been bought cheaper and better in other places. 
Whether the gpvemment did not know of thefe exceffes, 
or had not refomtion enough tb put a ftop to them, it was,' 
by its bllndnefs or its weaknefs, m fome mèafure acceflary 
to the ruin of the affairs of the nation in India. It might 
cfen without injaftice be charged with being the principSiV 
caufe of them,' by fending fuch improper perlons to manage 
and defend an important fettlement, which had no lefs to 
fear from ita owD corruption, than from the £nglifh fleets 
aod armiet • 

The difafters of the company abroad Mcafuret taken hy 
vere aggravated by their fîtuation equal- the French to re» 
h diftrdSifui at home. It was necef« eftablijb affahri til 
" iary to reprefent thcfc twofold misfor- InSa* 
tunc» to the proprietors. This difco- 
▼ny occafioned a general defpondency, which gave rife to 
a tanny of different fchemes, all equally abfurd. Thcftf 
federal fchemes were haflily difcufled ; nor was it poiHble 
that any of them could be fixed upon by men in fuch % 
ftatc of uncertainty and diffidence. The deliberations were 
«arriedon wkh too much afperfty ; and time, which was ot 
|b moch confequence, was loft in qpbraidings and inveft- 
ives. No one could forefee where thtfe commotions would 
ttïd. The ilorro at length fubfided, and frefh hopes began 
to dawn. The company, which the enemies to all extlulivé 
frifilegfs wifhed to fee aboliflied, and which fo many prii 
vatc intcrefts had confpircd to deftroy, ftill maintained \tA 
ground ; but it wa9 put upon a better footing ; a circum- 
fence which was abfalutcly neceifary. 

Among the caufes that had occafioned the diftreffes of 
tbc company^ there waà one which had long been looked 
Upon as the fourcc of all the tett ; this was the dependence; 
or rathef tlic flavery^ in which the govcrhnicnt had kept 
^t great body for near half a century. * 
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Ever fince the ytar 1723» ths dîrc^rs had been chofcn 
by ttie court. In 1730» a commilTary appointed by the 
king was introduced into the adminiliration of tbe companj% 
From this period there was an end to all freedom of de- 
bate ; there was no longer any connexion between thofe 
who had the management of affaiis, srnd the proprietors ; 
no immediate intercourfe between the manàjg^ers and the go« 
yernment* All was direâed by the. influence» and accord* 
in? to the views, of the court. Myilery, that daogmus 
veil of arbitrary adnnniilratioQ, concealed aU the operations; 
and it was not till 1744» that the proprietors were called 
together. They were empowered to name fyndics, and to 
caJi a eeneral meeting once a-year \ but they were not bet- 
ter informed of the date of their al^rs, nor more at liberty 
to direâ them. The power of chooiing the direéiors was 
ft ill veiled in the crown, ai^d inftead of 09e cpmmiiTaryi 
the king chofe to have two. 

From this time two parties were formed.. Each cominif> 
f(^ry had his own fehefne;i his own f^^^rites» and ea^- 
Tpured to get his own presets adopted* Hence arofe^ ^ 
vtfioosy intrigucsi informations, and animofit-ies, w^fai 
though they originai:ed In Paris, extended as far ^s Indifb 
and there broke out in a vuiiiner fp fatal to the nation» 

The mioi&ej, (hocked at. («eh a number of abofes» «inI 
weary of tkofe endlefs contfcfts,' attempted to renikçdy lJ»ÀP» 
it was imagined he; luid fucqeeded, by q>pointi9g a tlu(4 
^çsmîfrfiry* This cxpedieiijt, however, ferved only to in* 
çreaie the evil. Defpotlfm had prevailed while there was 
^Ut one ; divition enfued oa the nomins^tion of two ; and 
from the moment three were appointed, all was anarchy 
luad confufiou. They were reduced to two, and pains "Vftrt 
taken to pxeferve harmony as much as poiTible' between 
them ; and in I7<i4, there was biit one, when the.propne* 
tprs defired that the oompfiny might be brought back toitt 
priginal form by reîVoring its freedom. ^ 

They ventured to r^prcfent to the government, that they 
might impute the difï^ilers and errors of the C^mpsoy ^^ 
themfclves, as the proprietors had not been concerned ^^ 
the management of their affairs.; that they cpnld never be 
carried on moil advantàgeouây both for them and for the 
ilate, till this could he done with freedom, ai^d till »n ii»' 
«inediate intercourfe was eft^blilhed between the propricM^ 
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and the dtre^^ors» and' between the direé^ors and the mini* 
ilry; that ^vhene ver titer e was an internvediatc perfoSy the 
orders gi?en on one part» and the reports made on the 
other, would neceilarilyy in pafUng through his hands» takç 
a tinôure of hi8 own private views and Inciinationsy fo that 
he would always be» in faâ, £he real and fole dlreâor of 
the company ; that fuch a dîreâor» not being bimfelf per- 
foiuiily concerned in the affairs of the company, or not be- 
iog a competent judge of them» would always façiiûce the. 
wel^e and true iatercft of trade» to zàà to the traniicnt 
pomp of his appointment» and to fecure the favour of 
placemen ; that» on the contnuryt every thing might be ex- 
pend frpm a free dkeéUon» chofen by the proprietors, 
«ding under their infpeâion» and in concert with thena, 
fUui mbjed to no kind of rcftraint. 

The gpvempocnt was fenfible of the truth of tl)cfe rea^ 
(oDs. It fecured the freedoin of the coropa^iy by a (ejemii 
ediâ ; çmd fqme reguIaitioRs were made» to put tUe direo* 
tion of it.uB^çr a nçwj^çm* ' 

Themtention of thefe.ftatutes was»>that Ûa^ eoqipaQJ 
&ûrght no lc»oger bç n»Ie.d \yf men» who often were not t^^or^ 
tb; to be it^ faâon : ^hat Uie goyenun^t ni^hjt no furiMt 
utetfere than to protied^ it ; t^ it ml|i\\ be a^ke pi^ 
Arvedfrom that flavcry undier which h n^d fb l^g bee» 
ppprefitid» ^d froqa th^kt fpyrit of myfter^ «hi<ii bftd. p<nh 
JKti\ated it&.CQiTuption \ that there ftiQi^ld be a confiant iq- 
tercourfe between the di^eâors • and the proprietors ; tbstt 
Paris, deprived of the advantage enjoyed by the capitals cif 
other comi^ercial nations» of being a fea^porti might ap- 
qoire a Jnoowledge of trade in free and peaceable afièm- 
biles; that the citizen might form juil notions of thalt 
powerful tie that coniieâi aliénations together» ^nd» bT-itl^ 
iormiug himfelf of the fources of public profperity» leani 
torefped the i^ercbant whofe operations contribute to it» 
and to defpife the pioftifHons that are deftruéiive of it. 

I'hefe wife regulations were attended with happier con^ 
^neoces than could poi&bly be expeâed» A' great adli- 
vity was ohferved on all fides. During the Sve years thait 
the new diredlion lafted, the Tales produced, annually 
18,000,000 livres [750,ocx:>l.] They \aA ifot b«^n fo con- 
ivdeiahle» even in thofe times which had been looked ypoo 
»8 the^off profperous ; for, from- 1726 to 1756 incluûvclyt 
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they had amoiintcd to no more tlian 437,376,284 livres 
f 18,224,0111. i6«« 8d.3 which makes upon an average, in 
peace and war, 14,108,912 livres [587,871!, 6s. 8d,] 
a-year. 

Imminent dîflrefs was, however, concealed under this 
appearance of profperity. When this was.fufpeéled, and 
endeavours were made to afcertain the matter, it was found 
that the company, on renewing its trade,' was more indebted 
than it had been fuppofed. This is a circumftance comnioii 
to all mercantile bodies, whofe tranfaélionsare conàpHcated, 
extenfivc, and carried on in diftant countries. * They bate 
fcarce ever a juft idea of their Htuation. Whether this 
miftake be to be attiibuted to the fraudi - negle^, or tçca^ 
pacity of their agents» certain it is» that it takes place al» 
mod unjverfally. The confufioh is ftill inereafed by|the cav 
lamity of war. That which the French had been fuftaia- 
ing in India, had been tedious and unfuccefsful. The es» 
-pences and depredations of it were but iiÀperfeôly known ; 
and the company began their operations» reckoning upon a 
lar^ capital than they pofl^ed* 

T^s Buftake, rmnoua in-itielf, was followed by other 
^talerriMrs, which arofe» perhaps» from not having 'fa£Ei- 
xieotly rèâeâed on the tevolutions that had happened re- 
ttttdf m India. The company flattered themfelves that 
thdr fales would amount te twemy-fîvt mStions oriiTrei 
1^1, 041,66a. 15s. 4d.3 and they were below eighteen mil- 
Eons [750,0001.] They fkittered themfelves that the Eu- 
ropean commodities would be fold for fifty per cent, more 
than they had coft, while they fcarce fetched their original 
price. They flattered themfelves with a profit of cent, per 
'cent. «upon the produétions that ihould be brought into our 
dimates» «nd it amounted to no more than feventy-two per 
'cent. 

' All thefe mifcalculations, arofe from the ruin of the 
French credit in India, ami from the t:xorbitant power of 
the viétorioiis nation that had lately fnbdued thofe diftant 
regions t from the* neceflity there frequently was of taking 
^pAu credit bad merchandize from the Etigh'fh merchants, 
l^ho were endcavdunng to convey to Europe . the immeofe 
-fbrtunes th^y tiad amaflcd in Afia : from the impoifibtlity of 
•procuring fends neceflary for carrying on the trade» withooi 
«giving an elorbitent imereil i from the obligation the com- 
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pany were under of f applying provifiona for the iiles of 
France «nd Bourbon» which advances were flowly afid fll 
paid by the government, as well as the gratifications grant* 
ed to them for their exports and imports. 

Ladiy, according to the plan of the direétors, the ex- 
pCBces necefiary for the carrying on of trade, and for the 
maiotaining of foverejgnty, were not to exceed four miUioiia 
[i8o,GOol.3 whereas, they amounted to more than twice 
that fum. The expences for maintaining the right of fo* 
vereiguty might even be carried much beyond this in fa* 
tore, fince, in ^eir nature, they were capable of being ex* 
teoded and increafed in conformity with the political views 
of the aM>narch» the fole judge of their importance and ne« 
ceffity. 

In fttch a fkuation, it was impolSUe that the diforderly 
ftate of the affairs of the company (hould not be more and 
inore increafed* Their ruin, as well as that of their credi* 
ton, was upon the - point of being completed, when go* 
Kmment, warned by the trpeatcd-Mans they were continu* 
ally renewing, determined to inquire into the ftate of their 
finances. As foon as it became acquainted with th^m, it 
was thought proper to fufpend their exclufive privilege of 
trade with India. Let us now examine what was the con* 
dition of the company at that period. 

BsToxE 17649 the number of (hares The charter of the 
amounted to 50,268. At that- period company it fufpend* 
tbe miniAry, who, in 1746, 1747» and ed. Their Jiate ai 
1748, had given up to the proprietors that period. 
tbe produce, of the fliares and bonds 
^hich were their property, relinquiftied in their favour the 
Q^ares and bonds themfelves, to the number of 119835 to- 
gtthor, to indemnify them for the expences they had in- 
Gwred during the laft war. Thefe (hares having been can* 
c^ed, there remained but 3S>432. 

The wants of* the company obliged them to make a 
call of 400 livres [16L 15s. 4d.] per (hare* Upwards of 
34«ooo (hares anfwered the calL l*he 4000 that did not^ 
«rere reduced, by the terms of the ediô, which empowered 
the company to make the caU, to five eighths of the valne 
of tnole which had paid ; fo that, by this operation, the 
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number was reduced to 369920 whole (hares and fix 
<ighths« 

The dividends on the ihares of the French company, as 
of all other compantest haye varied according to ctrcum« 
ftances. In 1722 it was 100 livres [4]. i3s.4d*^ From 1723 
to 1745 it was C50 [61. 5s.] From 1746 to 1749 it was 
70 f il. i8s.^4d.] From 17^0 to 1758 it was 80 [3I. ^* 
8d.] Frofm 1759 to 1763 it was 40 [iL 38. ^d.^ ; and 
in 1764» it was but 2« livres [i6s. 8d.] This account 
fhews, that the dividend and the value of the dock, which 
always kept pace with it, was neceffarily affeéled by the 
hazards of trade» and the fluétuation 01 popular opmion. 
Hence that prodigious rife and fall in the price of the 
(hares, which fell in one year from two hundred [167L i8s. 
reckoning each piftole at 16s. 9d.3 to one hundred pif- 
toles ^83!. I ÇS.] then rofe to 1800 livres [75I. 8s.3 and 
foon after fell to 700 [29I. 38. 4d.] Yet, in the midft of 
thefe revolutions, the Itock of thé company was much the 
fame. But this is a calculation which the public never . 
makes* It fs determined by the circumftancc of the pre* 
fent moment,' and its confidence, as well as it fears, are al« 
ways exaggerated. 

• The proprietors, who wefe under apprehenfions of haT- 
ing their fortunes reduced to half in one day, would no 
longer run the rifk of fuch a-fituation» ^In laying, in a 
frefh Hock to trade with, they defired to fecUre the remato» 
der of their fortune in fuch a manner, as that the (hares 
fhotild at all times bear a fettled price, and an interell that 
could be depended upon. The government fettled thia 
matter by an edi6l iffued out in Auguft 1764* The 13th 
article exprefsly fays, that, to fecure to the proprietors a 
fettled income, independent of all future events of trade, 
a fufficient fund (hould be detached from that portion of. 
the contrat which was then free, to fecure to every (hare- 
a capital of 1600 livres [66L 13s. 4d.3 and an intereft of 
80 livres [3U 68. Sd.] ; and that *^ neither thatintereii 
<< nor that capital, fhould, in any cafe, or for any caufc 
<< whatfoever, be anfwerabk for luch engagements as the 
« company might enter into after the date of this edi^.*' 

The company, therefore, owed for 36,920 ihares and ' 
fix eighths, at the rate of 80 livres [3I. 68. Sd.] per (har^ . 
an intereft amoupting to 2,953,660 livres [123,069!. 3«. 
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4d.] They paid for their feveral contraéis 2fj2Ji$c6 livret 
]ii$t6^6\, IS. 8d.] which made in all 5,681,166 livret 
1236,7151.58.3 of perpetual atinuiues. » The life annuitiet 
amouDted to 3,074,809 livres [i28|i2ol. 15t. icd.] The 
fum total of all the(e life annuities and annual payments 
was then 8,756,065 livres [364,836!. lod.] In* what 
manaer the company raifed money to anfwer their feveral 
demands, IhaU be the fubjeâ of our next inquiry. 

That great body» which had been much too deeply con- 
cerned in Law's fcheme, had advanced him 90^000,000 of 
livres [3,750,000.] When that fyftem failed, the go- 
vernrsent made over to them in payment the exclufive faleof 
tobacco, which then brought in three millions [125,000!.] 
B-year ; bat they were len without a capital to trade with. 
This kept them in a ftate of inadion till 1726, when the 
government lent them its affiftançe. The rapid progrefs 
they made aftonifhed all nations, and feemed to promif^ 
them a fuperiority ' over the moft âouriihing companies. 
This opinion, which was the general one, emboldened the 
proprietors to complain that their dividends were not 
doubled and trebled. They thought, as well as thé public» 
that the king's treafury was enriched with their fpoils. 
The profound fecrecy with which every thing was carried 
on, greatly ftrengthened thefe furmifes. 

The breaking out of the war between France and £ng« 
land in 1 744, diiTolved the charm. The miniilry, too much 
cmbarrafTed in their own afiairs to think of doing any thing 
for the company, left it to extricate itfclf. Then, indeedi 
f^ery one was lurprifcd to fee that coloflus ready to fall, 
which had never yet met with any (hock, and whofe grcateft 
misfortune had been the lofs of two (hips of a moderate 
^ne. The company would have' been ruined, had not 
the government in 1 747, declared itfclf their debtor in the 
fum of 180,000,000 of livres [7,500,000!.] atid engaged 
to pay them the mtereft of that fum for ever at five per 
cent. This engagement^ which was in lieu of the excluuve 
faleof tobacco, is fo important anoint in the hiftory of the 
company, tiiat it would not be (ufficiently illuftratéd if we 
<lid not trace the matter further back. 

The ufe of tobaccpi which was Introduced into Europe 
«fter the difcovery of America, made no very rapid pro- 
gi^h in France. The confumption Mras fo fmall, that the 



t20 HISTOHY OF SET TLE^MENTS AKD TRAD£ So^ l'^- 

Arft contraâi which began the firft of December 1674, and 
ended the firft of October, 1 68ot brought In but 500,000 
Ji?ret ([20^33L 6s. 8d } to the goveniment the two firft 
years» and 6oo»ocp [^59090!.] thç four laft ; thou^rh the 
right of ftampiog pew&r had been joined to this privilege, 
'lïiis farm of the revenue was confpunded with the general 
firms till 1691 9 when it Hill reinajned united to them, and 
was rated at i^joo^ooo. livres [62,5001.3 a-year. Id 
1697» it became once morç a feparate £arm on the fame 
•terms, till 1709» when it was increafed to 100,000 livres 
.[4166L 138. 4d. 3 more, till 17 15* It was then renewed 
ior thre.e years only* The two ârd years ought to have 
produced 2,000,000 of. livres [83,3331. 68. 8d.] and the 
laft 2co,ooo [8333L .6s. 8d.} more. At that, period it 
was increafed to 4,020,000 livres [167,5001.] a^ycar ; but 
this lafted only from the &rll of Oâober 1718 to the firft 
of June 1720. Tobacco then became a mercantile com- 
modity aU over the kingdom, and continued fo till the firft 
of September 1721» During this ihdrt interval, private 
perfons laid ia.fuch a ftock, that, when It came to be farm- 
ed out again, it could be. done but at a moderate price» 
This coutradt, which was the eleventh, was for nine years, 
to commence on the firft September 172 1, and continue 
to the firft Oâober 1730. The farmers were, to give 
1,300,000 livres [154,1661. 133. 4d.3 for the firft thirteen 
months; i, 800,000 [75»09ol.] for the fécond year; 
2,560,000 [io6,666L 138. .4d.] for the third j and 
3,000,000 [123,000^3 for each of the laft fix years. 
This agreement did not take place, becaufe the India com» 
panyi to whom the çoveroment owed 90,000,000 livres 
[3,750,0 odI.] which had been depofitcd in the royal irea- 
fîiry in 1717, demanded the farm of tobacco, whîch had 
then been made over to them for ever, and which, fi-om 
particular events, they had never yet enjoyed. Their pe- 
tition was found to be juft, and they obtained what they 
fo wannly folicited. 

They managed this farm themfclves, from the firft of 
Qâpber 1723, to the laft day of September 1730. The 
produce during that fpace was 50,083,967 livres 11 fous 
9 deniers [about 2^086,83 il. i8â. iod.3 which made 
7,154,852 livres 10 fols 3 deniers [about. 298,1201. 178- 
id.3 a-year; eut of this muft be deduéied yearly 
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a{^ared to be etroneous ; and it was agreed, that all the 
merchants in the kingdom (hould be at liberty to carry on the 
Have trade, upon condition of adding a pîitole [lôs. çd^J 
per head to the thirteen livres [los. iod.3 g^raated out of 
the royal trei^ury* Suppofing that 15,000 ncçroes were 
diCpofed of' every year in the French iflaodSf this anade a 
clear income of 54^,000 livres [149375IO for the com- 
pany, l^his bounty, which waa sdlowed them for a trade 
they were not concerned in, was taken off in 1767, and 
was made up to them by a more reafonable équivalent. 

At the firft formation of the company, they had obtain- 
ed a gratuîtT of 30 livres [ah is. 8d*] upon every ton of 
goods they mould export, and of 75 livret [3L as. 6d.l 
npoo^ every ton they (hould import from abroad* The mi« 
niftry, upon the fuppreffion «t the bounty upon negroes» 
increafed the gratuity upon every ton exported to 75 livret 
[jl. 2S. 6d. J and upon every ton imported to So [3!. 6t« 
8d.3 If we rate both at 6000 tons a-year, we fhall find a 
produce of above a million [411666L 13s. 4d.] for the cost* 
pany, including the 50,000 livres [2083!. 6s. 8d«] they 
received upon ukc coffee. 

Wliile the income of the company remained entire, their 
expences vrere kffened. By the edid*of 1764^ the iilauda 
of France and Bourbon were become the property of thio 
government, which engaged to fortify an^ defend them* 
By this arrangement the company was exonerated of twtt 
noflUons [83,3331. 6s. 8d.] a-year, without the leaft detri* 
ment to the exdufive trade they enjoyed in thofe two 
iflaods. 

With all thefe feemingly-profperous circumilances, the 
debts of the company were daily increaiing, and it could 
not poffîbly have fupported itfelf without the alfiiiance 
c^ government. But for fometime pail the council of 
Lewis XV had appeared to be very indifferent about the 
exifbence of that great body. At laft a decree of council 
was iffded, bearing date the 13th of Augufi 1769, by 
which the king fufpended the exclufive privilege of the 
India company, and granted to all his fubjeâs we liberty 
of nav^ting and trading beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 
However, in granting this unexpeâed freedom, the govern* 
ment thought proper to lay it under fome reilraint. The 
decree which opens this new traél to private navigators, re« 

F2 



IÎ4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMBNTS AND .TRADE Bû9k IK. 

quires them to provid» themfelvea with pa0port89 whfch 
are to be given them gratis by the dîreÀorsr of tlie 
India company. It obliges them to make their f etarns to 
Port l'Orient, and nowhere elfe. It cilabKfhes-^a duty by 
way of indulto on all goods imported from India ; which» 
by a fécond decree of council, iflaed on the fixth oF Sep- 
tember following, was fixed at five pQ- cent, on qU goods 
coming from India and China, and ^t three percent. 4ipoft. 
all commodities of the growth of the iflands of' France and 
Bourbon. 

The company The decree of the 13th of Auenf^» by 

lofe all hopes of only fufpending the privilege of the cOm« 
reviving their pany, feeit^ed to leave to the proprietors 
irade^ and cede the power of refuming it : but as they 
all their effeds faw no probability of ever being able to 
to governments do this, they wifely determined to liqm* 

date their concerns in fuch a manner, as to 
fecure their creditors, and the remains of their own for- 
tunes. . 

For this purpofe they offered to give up to the king all 
the company's fhips, tlkirtv in number ; all the warehoufes 
and other buildings belongmg to them at Port l'Orient and 
in India ; the property of their fa^ones, with the raanu- 
faâures dependent on them ; all naval and military ftores ; 
and, laftly, two thoufand four hundred and fifty flaves 
which they had in the iilands. AU thefe articles were va- 
lued at thirty millions ^i,250,ocoL] by the proprietors, 
who at the fame time demanded the payment of 16,500,000 
livres [687,50010 which were due to them by the govern- 
ment. 

The king agreed to the propofal, but chofe to lelfen the 
purchafe-money ; not that the effcâs were not of Ûill great* 
cr value while they remained in the hands of the company ; 
but being made over to the government, they brought an 
additional encumbrance upon it. So that, inftead of 
46,500,000 livres, [19937*5001.] which the proprietors 
demanded, the prince, to clear all accounts with them» 
created a perpetualannuityfortlieir benefit, of 1,200,000 livres 
[50,0001.] upon a capital of thirty millions [1,250,0001.] 
The edi6l for that purpofe was iifued in January 1770. 

This new contraâ: the company mortgaged for twelve 
minions [458,5331. 68. 8d.] which they borrowed upon life 
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3,04.2,963K X98.. 6cl. [about i26>79ol. 4B. 2d.] for the 
charges of preparing the land* 

Thcfc charges were fo^ enormous, that it was thought the 
bttiinefs» whidi grew every day more confiderable» would 
be better in the hands of the farmers-general, who would 
manage it at lefs expence by means of , the clerks they em- 
ployed for other purpofea. The company accordingly 
fJEumed it for eight years, at the rate of 7,500,000 livres 
[31 2,500!.] for each of the firfk four jears, and 8,000,000 
1533,3331. 68. 8d.] for each of the tour laft. This con- 
traéi wks continued upon the fame terms till the month of' 
Jnne 1 747 ; and the king promifed to account with the 
company for the increafe of the produce, as foon as it 
(houid be known and afcertained. 

At this period, the king united the tobacco farm to his 
other duties, creating and alienating, for the ufe of the 
company» an annuity of nine millions [375>oool.] for 
ever, upon a capital of an hundred and eighty millions 
[7»5CO,ocol.] This large compeniktion was thought to 
be due to them for the old debt of ninety millions 
[3,750,000!.] for the overplus of the profit upon the to- 
bacco farm, from 1738 to 1747 ; and to indemnify them 
for the cxpences of the negro trade, for the loffes they had 
fuftaiited during the war, for their giving up the exclufive 
privilege of the trade to St. Domingo, and for the lofs of 
the ton duty, which had been fufpended ever fince the year 
1 73 1 . Yet this compenfation has been thought inadequate 
by fome of the proprietors, who have difcovercd, that ever 
fince the year 1758, npwardsof 11,700,000 pounds weight 
of tobacco have been annually fold in the kingdom at three 
livres [28. 6d.2 a-pound, though it had been bought for 
twenty-fcven livre» [il. 28. ôd.] a-hundred. 

The nation was of a very different opinion. The direc- 
torsy who prevailed upon government to acknowledge fo 
large a debt, have been accufed of facrificing the interefb 
of the public to that of a private fociety. A writer, who 
in our days ihould examine whether this accufation were well 
or ill grounded, would pafs for an idle man. Such a dif- 
cuffion would-be altogether needlefs, fince every circum* 
ftance of this tranfaélion has been made public. It, will be 
fufficient to obfcrve, that it wa^ with the nine millions 
t375»oool.] a-ycar, improperly facrificed by the ftatc, 
FoL IL ^ F 
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that the company was enabled to anfwer the demand of 
8,736,065 Uvrcs [364,8361. ted*] with which It was charge 
ed, fo that the overplus remaitimg to them amotmted to 
about 244,000 Hvre« [io»i 66Î. 15». 4d*3 of net revefiue* 

It 16 true, they had private [rmp!e>contTaâ debts to 
the amount of 74,505,000 Kvtes f 3>i04,575l.3 btttfhey 
had m trade. In ftock, or In debts to call \% 70*733^000 
livres [^,947,308]. 68. Sd.] It will be acknowledged, that 
befide the difference In the value, there was alfo fome in the 
nature of the fecurlties. AccMtimgly, the govemmeat 
Huifl have expeéiiied, that It «^uld be obliged to ftiHil die 
engagements of the company. It has, hovrevcr, Ikvod ten 
muHons of livres [4161666L 138. 4d.]| the claims of whidi 
have been loft, or the claimants themfelves have unfoitfii- 
nately pertihed In the revolutions that happen fo frequettdy 
In Afia. The loflts that have been fuftalned, re^âîng 
what vras due to the company In £urope, in Ameiica, and 
In the Indies, have not been much more confiderabk ; and if 
the Ides of France and Bourbon were ever able to pay the 
7,ic6,ooo livres [296,089]. 6s. 8d.] they owe, the Injury 
upon this point would not have been of mncli confeqttence. 

The only wealth of the company eonfifted^ therefore» in 
moveable and unmoTcable efFe6b, to the amount of- about 
twenty millions [833,3331. 6^. 8d.] and in the pfroTpeâof 
the extin6lion of the life annuities, which in time muft)ning 
in three millions [125,0001.3 a«>year. The aétaal radot 3i 
this artiole might be reckoned equal to a dear capital of 
thirty millions [1,250,0001.] 

Independent of thefe properties, |he company e nj oye d 
fome very beneficial rights. The exclnfive fale of coOee 
had been panted them ; but as public utUity^ required t^t 
an exception ihould be made m 1736, with regard ''to 
cofiee imported from the American âflands, they obtamw» 
by way of coffipenfation, a yearly fum of 50,000 Hvres 
[20831* 6s. 8d.] which was always duly paid. £ven the 
privilege for Mocha coffee was cancelled in X767» the go» 
vemment having allowed the Importation of that of the He* 
vant. The company obtained no indemnification on this 
account. 

They had experienced a greater lofs the year before. la 
x;ao they had been Invefted iivith the fole right of tianf- 
porting (laves to the American ookmes. This Tyffem foon 
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Tb's want of forcfight mud ïm one of the principal 
canfés wluck have retarded the progrefs of the fkte tnde» ' 
and which perhaps have prcTentcd it from being lucrative 
when it beoaoie more cxtenfive i its tranfaéiîoQa nave been 
carried on in itiofe fa£k>riea which were previoofly occupied 
hjtht mooopolîziog company. LiCt us take a curibrj view 
of th(^ £ett£emeat8, beginning with Malabar* 

Bit ws EM the provinces of Canara and l^rejetd Jtati of 
■Calicat> lies a diftriék which extends the Freneb nfop 
eighteen leagues along . the coaft, and the coffi of Mi» 
ktok or eight leagues at mod in the in* Jahar. 
Isfldparts. The counuy» which is very 
uaequal, abounds with pepper and cocoa trees* It is divid« 
ed into feveral leis diftriâs» fuhjed to as many Indian lords» 
who are all vafials to the houfe of Colaftry* The head of 
this bramin family is always to confine his whole attention 
to what coQccms the worihip of the gods. It would be 
hcacatb hta dignity to ftoop to profane matters | and the 
to^na o£ government are given to his neareft relation. The 
cmiDtry ia divided into two provinces. In the largeft, 
eittod the Ironvenate, is the faâory of Tellieherry, where 
•the EngUfli purchafe anaually fifteen hundred weisht of 
pepper; .and the feélcry of Caaanor» which the Dutch 
haiclat^ bid £or about zjo^ooo livres [101416L X3». 44.3 
hDcauie it was as encumbrance to them. 

The fécond province, called Catenate, extends but five 
' kagues along the coaft. Here the French were called in 
■ by the natives in 172 J» with a view to engage them to a£t 
againft the £i^ih ; but an accommodation having taken 
place, and nrade their affiftance unneceiary, they were 
A)rced to relinquiih a poft where they promiied themfelves 
fome advantages. Fired with refentment and ambitioUf 
they returned in greater numbers in 1795, and eftabhihed. 
themOdves» fword in hand, on the mouth of the river Mahé. 
Hotwithftanding this aâ of violence, they obtained of the 
priace, who governed that diftriét, an exclufive right to the 
pepper trade. This fiivour was fo great an advantage to 
theaa, that it gave rife to a colony of 6000 Indians, who 
cultivated 63^0 cocoa trees, 5967 areka, and 776a pepper 
trees. Such was the ftate m this fettlement, when th|i 
Saglifb maile themfelves mafters of it in 1 760. 
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The fame fpîrît of dcftrudion tkat they had (hewn In all 
theii* conquefts, influenced them at Mahé. Their intention 
was to pull down the houfcs and difperfe the inhabitants. 
The ibvereign of that country difluaded them fTX)m their 
pnrpofe» AH was fpared, except the fortifications. When 
tlic French returned to their factory, they found every 
thing much in the fame condition as they h&d left it. 

Mahé is furroiindtd with hills, on which were crc6ted 
five forts, that no longer exift. Thefe works were too 
numerous, thougii fomc precautions arc abfolutely neceffary. 
It is not proper to be perpetually expofed to the depreda- 
tions of the Nayers, who have fonnerly attempted to plun* 
der and deftroy the colony, and who might polfibly have 
fiill the fame intentions, in order to put themfelves under 
the protedion of the Englrfti at TeHicherry, which is but 
three miles diftant from Mahé. 

Bc-fide the pofts rcquifite to fecifre the place itfelf, it is 
very neceffary to fortify the entrance of the river. Since 
' the Marattas have got ports of their own, they infeft the 
kCca about Malabar with their piracies. Thofe banditti 
e^n attempt to iand wherever they think there is foode 
; bodty to be got. Mahe would not be fecnre from thcit at- 
tacks, If it contained money or commodities to teiÂpt tbeiii* 

• » The French might make themfelves ample amends fbr 

• any- expeaces they (hould incur, if they did but carry on 
their trade withf Ipirit and fkill. Their fadory is the bAt 
fîtuàted fbr the pepper trade ; and the country would aSbjd 

• 3,506,000 pounds weiebt of that commodity. • What 

• could ntit be^icotifUmèd m Europe might be fold fix China, 
on the Red fea, and at Bengal. A pound of peppir 

"woulid call thcni twelve fous [od.] aùd they would fell jt 
! foM#entyi»five or thirty [[about IS. id.'on an average.] * 

This advantage, confiderable as it is, would be increafed 

by the profits upon European goods which would be ctfr- 

' Hricd over to Mahé. Thofe who are bell acquainted with 

-Ifhat'fûétery arc of opinion ^ that it will be an eafy matter 

"to «-'ifpofe of 4oo,oco weight of iron, 200,000 of lead, 

'2 j,oo'' of copper, 2000 firelocks, 20,000 weight of gun- 

'pcmét\ , 50 anchors or grapplings, 50 bales of CK>tfa^ 50*000 

Wis of fa it-cloth, a good quantity of quickfil ver, and about 

^00 cafks of wine or brandy, for the French fettled in the 

colony, or for the EngUih in the neighbourhpod. Thefe 
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annuities at ten per cent., and by a lottery in February fol- 
lowing. This money was borrowed to enable them to fuU 
fiUbe engagements they had entered into when they under- 
took the lall expeditions : but it was infufiicieni : fo that, 
finding themfelves utterly unable to raifc more, the proprie- 
tors, at their meeting on, the yth April 1770, made over 
their )vholc property to the king, except the capital that 
had been mortgaged to the proprietors of the (liarcs. 

The principal articles comprifed in this ceiïîon, confifled 
in the abolition of 4,200)Coo livres C'75>09^^'3 ^'^ ^^^^ <^"~ 
nuities ; in that part of the contra^ of nine millions 
[]375,oooL3 which exceeded the capital of the fharea; in 
the hotel of Paris ; in the India goods expedled home in 
1770 and 1 77 1, fuppofed to be worth 26,oco,oco of 
livres Ci»S33,333l. ôs. 8d.] and, laftly, in three or four 
millions [about 150,000!» upon an avera^ej of debts, to be 
called in ïxovx debtors either fol vent or mfolvent, in India, 
in the^ifles of France and Bourbon, and at San- Domingo. 
The : proprietors engaged at the fame time to furniih the 
ii^ff.with a fum of 14,768,000 livres C6i5,333h 6s. Sd.^ 
tp be, raifed by way of a call, which was fixed ^t 400 livres 
r^6U 1 3s* 4d«j[ per {hare. The governmenti in accepting 
^ëfe ievçral oners, engaged, on their part, to pay aU the 
]|erpetual and life annuities which the company was bound 
to pay ; all their other engagements, amountmg to about 
lailty-five millions [i 9875,0001. 3 all the penfions and half 

Îays granted by the company, amoupti&g to 80,000 livres 
^2333!. 6^ 8d.] a-year ; and laiUy, to (land all the charges' 
^d riiVs attending a li^uidatiou that muA. neceflarily coo- 
tînijé. fome years. 

Trtvc capital of each (hare, which, by ^t edi6i of Auguft 
^7^4, had been fixed at 1500 livres [661. 13s. 4d..J bearing 
r^interell of 80 livres [3I, 63. Sd.^ the king nowraifed to 
";^500 livres [ 1 04Î. 13s. 4d.] bearing an Interell of 125 livres 
r^l. 4s.y 2d.3 a-year. The new intcreft was made fubjeét 
|ç^"/a dé^udtîon of à tenth^ and it was agreed that, this djC- 
duiflipn {hould.be annually appropriated^ to the paying off 
the fhares by lot, on the footing of their capital of 2500 
tivres IJ94l« 13 s* 4<ïO fo that tneintercft on the (hares yius 
pajj^off, wptuld iocreafe the finking fund till thç whol^.çf 
the. (hares was fiaally liquidated, . . , , _ 

'], Thefc rçfpedive conditions are rccprdcd in a decçcç of 
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council of the 8th of April, mclnding a T<|K)it of the de- 
li'bei^tions hc^dep the day before in a general 'meetoig^ of 
the proprietors, and cotiânned by letters patent»; lieartng 
date the 22d of the fame ni^ath. In coftfeqoeocffof diefe 
agrieemcntt, the caQ has been paid, a fuffiiiiency for^llEe re- 
imburfenoent of the fhares, tx> the ntimber ai two Jxtivdred 
and twenty, has been taken ont every year, and^be^ihple* 
contraét debts of the company have been^ pànébiafiy paid 
when they became due* ;' ' 

From all thefe particularit, it is' no eafy matter to form 
ah idea of the aâual mode of exigence of t^e. India eoiki- 
panj, and of the legal ftatc of the trade they carded oci* 
This company, whi<m at prefcnt ha$ no property, no bitli- 
nefs, no obje^, cannot however be eonfidered as beinj^ eli« 
tirely deftroyed» fmce the proprietors have r«ferved thé^jornt 
ftock that was mortgaged for their ânrres } and that: they 
have a common cheft, anddeputies to fnjxHotendthcîi^m- 
terefts. On the other band, their charter haa btea {ù£» 
pended; but it is only fufpended» and is not included aaaoog 
the article* which the^ confpany has <:tded to the king* T^e 
law by which it was granted is ftill in force ; alid Sit fbifê 
that are fitted out for the Indian fea^ cannot hSt ^nùtotit a 
permiffion in the name of the company. Sb that the Hecdom 
whft:h has b^en rrânted ir but^a precarious one ^ and if the 
proprietor* flioufd offer to refnwie tlleir trade, whK a êM.- 
cfent lloek to carry it on,» they would hâve an undoubted 
right to do it without any new law to empower thew^'* But 
except this nominal right, which in fa6i' is tnuch the^fame 
as il it did not ejcift, as the proprietors arc not itt. a condi- 
tion tç exercife it,, all their other rights; propertiCB» and 
iaaorics, are now in tne hands of govemment^ 

Ncverthelcfs, the voyages to India have been ftill iconti- 
nned, although the fyltem of policy had not previously 
paved the way for the free trade that was to fuceeed th^ mo» 
^ïopoly. If fgund principles had been followed^ before the 
.new mode of trading had been attempted, it. would hate 
been neceflary to fnbftitute, infeiilibly, and by d^^grees, the 
private mercnants to tke company» They fhould have heefi 
enabled to acquire knowledge upon the diÀerei|t branches 
of a trJE^de with, which tfiey were yet unacquainted» They 
ihould have been allowed time to form conaeâiona in the 
laAories. They j[houId have been «ncoaragedt andaik 
were, conduced if the firll expeditions. 



^èofàXr. X» TIW Bâsr jind vriWT rsfXAts*. ' w^v 

Thdv^ thr knoitkdgc the ZnçKfh had of thefe ad- 

▼aiitage9rhari d^unnhved' them to feize apoa Chatigai^ wc 

<«reîifeUDeé.ti^ thflik'ihcy wo^d'have given it up at the 

laft ptaeef" to get rid of the French and remover them from 

m filacs tKrhkH'Uiis loo nearthetrbwa fettlcnienUt and-whîch 

mg'htahk hod endeived to tfaemv: We evten prefame» that 

•( Charte* the £ngHfh wovld have dcfiftcd from thofc 

meffièMiaoê they^ ne^nsl at Chandernagorty vrhick ftamp a 

ëîfgrace upon the pofleilsrs, more detriment»! to the fchemea 

'^'cottomerce than it -^a poffible to conceive. Trade is a 

iree proifeffion. The feà, the veytiges, the nik» and the 

indfididet c^ fortune^ i^ in^ire a love of independence* 

TlSid gives life and fpirit to trade, vhich, when confined, 

kH^tfiie% andis k>ft. 

nihèe j)eé&nt opportmiity* is» perhaps, a favourable one,. 
ftaihkik of the esDfhange we propose. The fortifications 
wkieh^the Bnglfih had begun to ered at Cfaatigan having 
bee* thrown down by Irequent earthquakes, they feem to 
have taken a diâike to a place for which they had ihewn 
'fetane predile^ioB. As to the French, this inconvenience, 
^vèat as k ts^ would be preferable to that of living in a 
dsfenceleft town. It is better to flrive againft nature than 
T^àM mim, and to be estpofed to the fhocks of the earth, 
thaa to the infuhs of natrons The French, though re-^, 
iMined • at Bengal, fertimately meet with fome compen- 
Êttion, tn having » better iituation on the coaft of Coro» 
'adandel*. 

T^ fche north of that vety extenfive Trefeniftuatkn'of 
toaftr they poffefs Yanam, m the pro- the French upon the 
WHce 6f Rajakmandry. This faébiy, coaâ of Coroman- 
%Hiich lias no land belonging to ft, dtu 
«nd 10 fitua^ nine mUes from the 
mouth* of the river Ingerom, was formerly a very flourifh- 
îhg one. Front miftaken motives it was ncgledcd about 
the year 174^. It would, however, afford goods to the 
value of 4 or 500,000 livres [from 16,6661. 13s. 4d. to 
i&,853l* 6ê* Sé.3 as the cotton mahnfaftures are very con— 
iklerabie in that neighbourfaoodi and the cottons remark- 
ably fine and jgood. It has l>eett found by experience to^ 
be a good nsàrket for difpofirig of European cloth. The 
trade of thia place would he more lucrative, if they were 
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not obliged to 4iare the profit with the Engllfli» who have 
)k fmftll tettlement within t«ro miles of tl^e French. 

The competition w much more detrimental to their in- 
*tèreft at Maftkl^atnam. The French, who formerly were 
:"iî»ftc*'s'of- the whole town, t)ut have nothing left now 
'«xtept the fâélory they had before 1749/ cannot poffibly 
contend with the Englifh, who make thern pay duty for all 
-^eir iittports and exports» and enjoy befides all the favour 
' ill Ûuttt own trade which fpvereignty can command. Things 
%éing'thus circumftanced» the French conHne\their dealings 
tD the pUt'chafe of fome ilne handkerchiefs and other calli- 
'coes, to the amount of 150,000 livrer [(Sijd.] It is for 
'ôthefwifc at Karical. . 

' ' Thîè town, fituated in the kingdom of Tanjour, on ooe 

<?f the btanfches of the Coleroony which '^jSJL bear {hips of 

■'J50'tbhs burden, was ceded to the company in 1738, by 

^dethroned king, who was in want of proteÔion. Having 

^en reftolred before he had fulfilled his engagements, be 

*f€iriiùxà the gift he had made. A nabob attacked the 

place with his army, and in 1739 gave It up to the French, 

who were in friendfhip with him. Soon after this, the 

vngrWbfnl and perfidious prince was ftranglcd by the' ia- 

*tri|ufes of bis uncles ;' and his fucceflbr, who had inherited 

his enemks with his thitsne, being defirous of obtaining the 

friendfhip of a powerful nation, confirmed them in their 

pôifeflipn. Thé Engliih took the place in 1760, and blew 

Op the fortifications. It was afterwards reftored. to the 

'French, who returned thither in 1765. 

In* Its prefent ftate, Karical is an open place, which may 
éontaîn 1-5,000 inhabitants, mod of them employed in 
weaving ordinary handkerchiefs and cottons, for the wear 
of the natives. The territory belonging to it, which has 
been confiderably increafed by the cpnceffions which the 
king of Tanjour madcin 1749, is now once more what it 
' was at firfl, two leagues in length, and one league in the 
broadeft part. It is compofed of fifteen hamlets, of which 
brie only deferves our notice ; this is called Tirumale-Ray- 
enpatnafn, and contains no lefs than 25,000 fouls. T^e 
inhabitants weave and paint perfians that are tolefably fine» 
fit for Batavia and the Philippine iflaods. The coolies and 
mohammedans have fmaU vefTels^ with which they trade 
to Ceylony and along the coaft« 



feyçraA îirtifilç», <«îgctl)er y^ovM, produce at leaft s84>ooo 
livres [i4çoolJ^ wblch i53»6oq [640QL] .would be 
clear gajos allowing the protic to be 40 per cent* Another 
aA^i^ag^ra^endûpg.this circulation, is, that there ««014 
aJlwa}^ J>e<a iV>c]i^ ^9 the fkâory, which would enable th«a 
t^'p^r^^ie t)lie prp<k\dioi^ of the country v^ the feafootvof 
theyesM^j^fhea they are cheapefL. . . 

TJ^^eatefi obftacle to trade ia the.cviftoxa*hau£e efi||« 
UiHie^ ^11 the. colony. This troublefoqie duty belonga to 
the ioyercign of the country, and has alwaya been a fubjeft 
of cpotentipur^ The Eaglilh of TeUicherry, who laboured 
^ under, ^he fame grievancet have found means to prevent aU 
difputCB about thefe duties, by paying acer^n yearly fuQi 
^ .2^ equivalent. The French might do the fame ; but 
their, cannot ex pea thut the prince would agree to it» un» 
lefs they preyioufly pay him the 46,353 rupees» or 1 1 11247 
li^/es;4folft [j^is^' 6s*3. which he has lent; and unleU 
they. no longer refufe him the tribute ilipubted for tlit 
ba)^&^ of living peaceably upon his tcrritçries. Matter» 
.csaa^o^be foealily adjufted at Beuga].- 

. FotANC^ has engaged» by the treaty of BrBftniJlate of 
■ > 765». to ereâ no fortiâeations» and keep ibe Frctuh aà 
mi troopB» in that rich and extenfive coun^ Befigal* 
try«. The Englifli». who are fofcreigna . 
there» will. not. fufier the French to deviate- from what ^ey ' 
have required. Confequently Chandernagore» which be^ • 
fore the lail war reckoned 6o»ooo foub» and has now bat 
.a4iOOO» 19» and always will be» entirely an open place • 

To this misfortune of. a precarious fitu^tion» may be 
added injunes and hard(hips of every- kii)d» Not fatisEcd 
with the pofieffion of unlimited authority» thç £ngli(h have 
been guilty o£ the mod Cbandalous enormities. They have 
inftilted . the French in their work-(hop8 ; feduced their 
•workmen; cut the linens off of the loom^; indited that 
the inanufaéiurers (liould dp no wotk but for t,hem in the 
tbl^e bed months oi the year ; and that thçir own ladipga 
'l)içuid be> picked x>Ht and completed before any thipg v^aa 
remoted out of the work- (hops., The fchetçe. >vhîch the 
French and Dutch had contrived together, of naaking an 
exaél eftimate of the number of weavers» taking only half 
between them» and leaying the reft to the EngUfh, has been ^ 
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Mmfidcrcdms an iofak» Tliat ruling na^n h»?« proc«edi 
0i Utivt as to declare^ that they would havcfheir faâ»D» 
b»y the geoéa even in Chandemag^ire \ and-th« Frinidi 
lKvvcb««nlbre<4 to fubmk to tfak mrd(b^« 6r tbef w0«M 
have been excluded from every market in Bengal. !• •. 
woffdf they ttat« to mwAt abufed the ufi)iift righe of vtâôiy» 
t}iat a pbllofopher m%ht be tempted to m^ for the rmn of 
tbcsr libevty» yftw not the people inÂkiitdy more opp«<rflive 
and cmel under the government of oite man, thanuÂder % 
gotframeiit tempered by the influence of- many» 

Aa long flb things remain upon the prtfent footing û 
diat opuknt part of Afia, the- French wiU meet with per» 
]Mtuâ} hardlhiM and mortification»» and therefore no iblid 
iad hiliiig advantage can accrue to trade. They would 
bt reTcoted from this difgrace, if tbev could erehang^Cban* 
detrnagore for Cbatigan. ^ 

Chatigan is fituatcd on the coofinet of Arracan» Tho 
Port«|t\]e(e) who in the days of their pro^rity^ ende^ 
toored to,get all the important poils in India into^tbcir 
own hands» made a conûderable eftablifhment at that place* 
Thofe who were fettled there threw off the yoke of their 
native country, when it became a part of the Spatiiihdomw 
nionty ^cboofing rather to turn pirates than to be flavesw 
They long infeAed the neigbbouring coafts and feas with 
their depredations* At laS they were attacked by the 
myult» who raifed a colony upoa their ruins, powerful 
enough to prevent any mroada which the people of Am* 
caa and Pegu «night be tempted to make into Bengal. 
This place tSen. funk into obfcurity» till 1758, whea the 
Sng^ arrived and fettled there. 

The climate k healthy, the waters excellent, and provi« 
fions Hre iil gKbt plenty 1 the landing is caly^ and the 
tnchorag^ fafe^ The continent, and the ifland of âondîaa* 
nabe a tolerable harbour. The rivers Bavrumautrt and 
Sitki, wbich %ft branches of the Ganges» or at leaft con> 
aaunieata with it, greatly facilitate commercial cjpemtîons* 
I£ Chaugan be further diftant from Patna» Caftmbnaar» 
mad fome othair nMrkets^ than the European cotoaiea on 
the |iv^ {iughlyy it is nearev to Jogdia» iDacca, and all tba 
iUfinufaâia^s ofthe lower river. It is a matter of no coni» 
le^ençe» whether (hips of burden can Or caano^ eater, the 
Gi^^gas om that fide, at tbe i^n^ navigation i» sever cas- 
on but with boats! 



dticeé by tbe iwmitig off of tlit faiidl' whkh «itgkft haft 
«feaped from mider tliefe foonjUatiofi^f' an adfAifiagft 
iMétk tite mcw mode of oenfbmâiGffi' wa» far liwioi hft¥ÎQg« 
Upcn tins haà plan a tkoiilkad lolfet of mf^Sumêni -mtrt 
rmifed. . • 

No fooner were the mîiriftiy îo Eura^c IrtftftXkcâ of the 
defeat o^ tkéfe works^ than thtj fent M. Defi^bifeM» a 
OHM diftingoiflRd «i the covpt ei etf^iMitn by hi» |m>biff 
«ad odentK Thk fkitful engineer did not adopt either tht 
fortifications Jkr pmiti -or thofe on fotf«lifid» tvkh nfio^fé^ 
mens ûofkûg to two fifths of then- height. He began his 
work in 1 770» s(nd completed in fevcn months an extent 
of fix fatin^ked ma thirtyfix toife« % with ten feet of tttft 
mafonry above the foundation, which was Uid at the loweft 
point where it was poffible to dvatn off the watcmb Hk 
mafonry was foh'd^ and his revêtemenê eonftruéied acconUag 
te the ndes of the grvateft maimer». 

The fpirît of intngue, whidithen carried every thing at 
VerfaiUes, occafioned M. I>efcbifoos to be racaRed, and 
he was fuceeded by the faime engineer whofe works had lb 
juftly been eenforcd. This man had reiooarfe 10 hliT former 
method, altfaoiig;)! eveff thing he had done before Wat Û* 
ready cracked ; «ad iie eiKciit«d a new eartencof lortifica*^ 
tk>n of eight hon^ked toifes, which fell to pieees \ti the 
fitmeimmier as^ the former* 

The voice of reafon, which will fometimes make itielf 
bç heardy prenriled upon the government to apply again to 
M« Dcfehilfons in 1775. He was deftred to oadiertake the 
compktioo of the works of Pondicherry, but at the fame 
time to keep the fortifications that ware already etieékd» 
This mode of proceeding was too repugnant to found aWni» 
ciptc» for bkii to accede to it ; and he jndged it iadli^D^ 
iably «eeeflhry to facrifice every thing that had baeii eif^ 
eetited conttary to the rales of the art. * He demonftratedi 
that the worki ereded vpon forelands were imprepct botH 
for éela90t and daratloii \ that the incHoed ivt^lAHMr oould 
not 4êSL of breaking either horlaontally or vertieally % that 
a wadl ^aeed before the forafeindS' muft oeceffiirdy miJtè' 
them decay, and might occafion the finking and defhnrétiott 
of tbe rtoèkmem themfelves. His opinion was^ that it #aa' 
proper to defend Fondicherry aeeordinff to the mefhodt 
pmcUfed itt JEmope; and that an inclofont with fianple 
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hafttons aod a few oqt-worka was fufficient» The ex- 
penccs of this fortificatiQn were to amount to &7C millioaa 
of IiTr^ [^o8t333U 6s. 8d.] Thia reafoaing, tboi|gh not 
controverted^ was not acceded to ; and the place remaliied 
defencelefs» or in a ftate. of weaifn^fs and ruin, whiqh is 
every day increajQag* . , . 

• The French faélorles in India, in their prrfei^t fts^te, 4q 
not produce more than 3oo,poo livres C^'BlSl* ^^' ^d.] 
while they coll more than i^qoo^ooo of H vrea. {[^3,3331. 
6s. 8d.3 everv vear. This is a very coniiderable faanfice» 
and yet it is leU than what is required for the prefervatiga 
of the ides of France and Bottrbooy which. ar& no( in fo 
âourifhing a ftate as they were expeôed to have been» . 

I/lc ofBourhon. Bourbon is 60 mflea in length» an4,45 ilk 

breadth ; but nature has nendened u£elefs thç 
greateft part of this ex tenu ve fpace. Three iaacceffible peaks» 
whichare 1600 toiCes high; a dreadful volcano, the environs 
of which are always burnt up ; numberlefs ravinesy of £» 
deep a defcent that it is impoiiible to clear the foil ; moua» 
tains, the fumnut of which is conftantly arid ; coafta ia-ge-^ 
neral covered with ftones : thefe are (o many natural and' 
unfurmountable obftades to a cultivation of any extent. 
Moft.of the lands, even which can be cultivated^ are flop* 
ing ; and it is not uncommon to fee the beft*founded ex* 
peÔations fruftrated by torrents* . 

A beautiful (ky, a pure air, a delicious climate» and 
wholefome waters, have, however, colleéied in the ifland a 
population of fix thoufand three hundred and forty white 
men, well-made, ilrong, courageous, and diftributed in nine 
parifhes, of which that of St. I>enBis is'the principal* > 
Thefe men, a few years ago, were celebrated for a Ipirit of 
candour, equity, and mfidcratipn» worthy of the prvnitive 
a^es. The war of 1.756 produced |bme little alteration in 
their charaâer, without aneâing materially their morals. 
. Thefe virtues were the more remarkable, as they ipraag 
up and were maintained ia. the- midli of iU-and-.tweDt^ 
thoufand one hundred and ieventy-five. flaves, according to 
the calculation, made in 1771s*. 

At the fame period, the colony, reckoned {evconj^d^^f^ 
thoufand, eight hundred and fifty*eight .^imals» not one of 
which was demoted toagriculturev £xceptioj;.two thoaftii4 
eight hundred and ninety-one horfesi which were employed^ 
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France may draw annually from this fettlementy two 
liundred baks of cottons or handkerchiefs fit for EuropCy 
and alatge' quantity df rice for the fubfiftence of her other 

colonies. 

' AR goods bought at Karical» Yanam, and MafuUpatnam, 
arc carried to Pondichcrry, the chief fettlement of the 
French in India. 

This town, which rofe from fuch fmall beginnings, m 
time became a great, jjowerful, and famoos city. The 
ftreetSî which are all ftraight, and mod of them broad, are 
Kned with two rows of trees, which keep them cool even in 
the heat of day. The moft remarkable public edifices are 
a mofque, two pagodas, two churches, and the governor's 
houfe, which is reckoned the moft magnificient building in 
the caft. A fmidl eicadei had been conilniâed in the year 
1704 ; but it is of no ufe, fince houfes have been allowed 
to be bttSt all round it. To fupply the lofs of this de- 
fence, three fides of the town had been fortified with a 
rampart, « dttch, baftions« and a glacis,^ which was unfiniih* 
ed in fome places. The road was defended by fome bat* 
teries judkioufiy placed. 

The town, which was full a league in circumference, 
contained 70,000 inhabitants, of which 4000 were Euro- 
peans, Meftees, orTopafles. There were at moft i9,oco 
mohammedans; the reft were Indians, 15,000 of whom 
were chriftians, and the others of fcventcen or eighteen dif- 
ferent cafts or tribes. Three villages, dependent on the 
town, might contain io,coo fools. 
" Stich was the ftatc of the colony, when the Englifli made 
themfelves matters of it in thcbeginning of the year 1761, 
utterly deftroyed it, and turned out the inhabitants. Others, 
may, perhaps, examine whether the barbarous right of vric 
could juftify fuch enormities. Let us turn away our eyes 
from io many cruelties committed by a free, magnanimous, 
and enlightened nation ; aUd confider only the refolution 
France has taken to reftore Pondicherry to its former 
f^lendouf . Every thing concurs to juftify the wxfdom of 
this choice. 

This town, like all others on the coaft of Goromandel, 
has no harbour, but it has a much more commodious road. 
The Ihips can anchor clofe to the fhore, under the cannon 
of the tortifications* Its territory, which is three leagues 
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long and otic Idagae broad, h nothings mart tlttti r-tarnstr 
£ind»bank on thefct etiftft i bttt the gfreaté(b|Mft it>ât ^Iîm' 
the culture of rice» vegetables, and a root c^lcêr^ïm^mtPi 
which is ufed m dying*. Two (ball riv^f ft: that aeoSé the 
country» but arenot navigable» afford ««e^^ Wtér ft 
the fame purpofe, paHicularly for thfliiiie df»»?^:Tbre»' 
miles from the town is a hill, ^tch rifés « faad ne d totf«a 
«bovt the leTert)f the lea, and is a )^kk ter'lbqpp at the 
dtftance of fevett or er^hH leagana; tnMi is » «dryicoif^ 
iiderible advantage, upon fa flat a^ coaft. At the tcf* «f 
this hill is a rtrj lar^ body of water, that baa lapeeni ^so)-^ 
leÔîog for ages, and, aRer refrefhing and^flartili^figai fpa- 
cioua territory, flows down to wacef the groonda-^bôiart. 
Pondichefty. LaRly, the colony h fatounibljp fituried 
for the' reception of. provisions and merehandae 4kM*^tm^ 
Camatic* the kingdoms of Myfore and Tânjdnr* -'-^ ' '^'/i\'*' 

Such ^ei^ the important reafons j#hich ^ k a e ri ai H it* 
France to rebuâd Pondkhernr. As fooA as iKr agtfiiffe 
a|kp^ared on tbe nth of April 1765, the ultfoituiiaae fii^ 
dians, who had been difperfed by the calamities of v^ftfV.. 
and by political intrigues, flocked thither in gMaa oMl. 
bers. By the beginning of the year 1770, therr Werfe 
^7,000 vmo had râniilt their ruined houfcc They «ro all 
brought up in the idea, that no man can be happy? vaiaa. 
does not die in the very pbice whene he ârft («r ^ light» 
This prejudice, fo pleafing tot^em, alid which it neiay be 
fo ufefol to keep up, virill undoubtedly make them an n» 
turn, as foon as the town iv roclofed* ^ 

Thib deû^n was fet on foot fome years after the Flinch' 
had regained pofTeflion of the place. Mb other ide» waa> 
then entertained vrith regard to btnlding upon a ûmdy (btl>. 
where the foundations muft necefiarfly be. bid in. the water, 
than that of a fortification njÇeàJiirfaifif a very el!petii?e 
kind of work, and to which there is, as it vrere, no end^ 
M- Bourcet preferred the ereéting of it upon fotelarfds,. 
with a revêtement (or outward coating)^ of no thicknefs,. 
floping to two fifths of its height, and lupported by a raia* 
part of wet earth, weH beat and compared. Thefe fore- 
hiiide had been formerly employed in- the oonftruâion of 
the walls furroonding the place : but the foundation of the 
walls whidi ftipportedtbem had not been kid fuffidcntly 
deep to prevent the finkmg that woidd bave bcea |>n)»^ 
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étfmtr in: their omi hànétt broke tlidr qigagemepU 

tli^ M catered int^ wkh their £ahjeâ»> or rather with 

thcMrflufCfli , 

-Uider fnch f» admmiftratio?» no ImproyetneatB could be 
oqieâcd*' 'DMBOBfagenieot threw moft of the colonifts in- 
t&#Ukte of iD«éio9» Thofe who had fome fhare of uh 
^ihy ttttimvàttg^ were cither in want of the meant that 
Ini to pffofperitff «r were pot fiqppoited by that ftrength 
of. «lad whsch gmUcs men to fwmount the difficulties al* 
wayt attei^ing^ upott new. fettleasentt. Thofe who had an 
o|^itUB)ty'«f feeing and obfcrving the agriculture of the 
m of IttdCQk found it little better than what they hail 
im-^mùog the fiiiragea. 

J» t^6i^ the government took the colony under ita own 
âncdiale ooMPQol« From that period» to 1776» a popu« 
btios has been fueeeffirely fprmed there of fix thoufaod 
dvee hundred and cighty^fix white men» including two 
tliott6nd flSnehimdired and fifty-five foldiera ; of deven hun* 
^osdaad atnety*mne free neffroe»i and of twenty-five thou- 
fttdmie hsMidrcd and fifry-iour flavea» The cattle on the 
i&»d has alfo been iaoreafed to twenty>five th^itfifnd three 
hittdreé add fijrty^feven» ^ 

' The eoffte tree ha» employed a eoafiderable number of 
I^Mtcrs ; b«t the hurricanes that have fucceeded çach other 
^K extreme rapidity^ have prevented any advantage being 
^erwed firoflv the& ^ntatîons» The foil ttfelfy vrhich is ia 
general ferruginous and of little depth, feems impit^per for 
tait culture* It might therefbte» with reaibn be doubted, 
whstker ft would fueceed here, if even tlte gotvcmarteot had 
not endeavoured to check it, by the duties that have been 
Ud on the coffee at its going out of the ifland» and at its 
entrance ifi Fxwice. ■ 

Three-iugar plantations have been eftablifhed» and thefe 
we fufficieat lor the want» of the colony. 

No more than forty thoufand weight of cotton has yet 
beea g^hered. This kiî commodity is of a good kind» 
•ç<l every thing promifes an incrrafe of it. 

The qimphoTy ti\e aloes, the cocoa tree, the agaBqchutn, 
^ &gO| the caVdamom^ the cinnamon tree, and to&ny other 
^getabks, proper to Afia, which have been naturalized u\ 
tb( iiland, will probably always repoaia objeâa of mere cy^ 
^'^kr* . • . . ., * ' \ ' u 
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Some iron mines had been difcovered a long time ; bat 
it has been found neceflar^ to abandon thefe, becaufe they 
could not fapport the competition of thofe in Europe. 

It is wrll known^ that for thefe two hundred years, the 
Dutch have been enriching themfelves by the falé of cloves 
aisd nutmegs* * To fccure to themfelres the exclufive trade 
of thefe articles, they have dcftroyed or enflaved the nation 
that was in pofToifîan of thofe fpices ; and, left the price of 
them fhould fall, even in their own hands, they have rooted 
up moft of the trees, and have frequently burnt the fruit of 
thofe they had preferved. 

This barbarous avidity, which has fo often excited the 
indignation of other nations, fo ilrongly exafperated Mr. 
Poivre (who had travelled all over Afia as a naturalid: and 
a philofopher), that he availed himfelf of the authority he 
was intruft-ed with in the ifle of France, and fent men into 
the leaft-frequented parts of the Moluccas, to fearch for 
what avarice had for fo long a time withholden from the 
reft of the world» The labours of thofe intrepid and faga* 
cioua navigators, in whom he had confided» were crowned 
with fuccefs. 

On the 27th of June 1 7)[0, they brought to the ifle cif 
France 450 nutmeg, and 70 clove trees ; i o»ooo outmege, 
«ither growing, or ready to grow ; and a chcft of cloven 
fcveral of which were fpning, up. Two years after this, 
itnother importation was made» much mor^ conûderalde than 
the former. 

Some of thefe precious plants were carried to the' îflandà 
of Seychelles, of Bourbon, and of Cayenne ; but the greater 
part of them remained in the ifie of France. AH thof« 
which were diftributed among private perfons periftied; 
The care ef the moft fkilful botanifts, the moft conftaiit at* 
tention, and the moft confiderable expences, could not pre* 
ferve, even in the king^s garden, more than fifty-eight nut» 
meg, and thirty-eight clove trees. In the month of Oâo- 
ber I 775* two of thefe laft bore Bo]fvers, which were chang* 
ta into fruit the next year. That which we have fecn ià 
ftnall, dry, and meagre. If they are not improved by a 
long *naturah*zat ion, the Dutch will only have had a falf^; 
Alarm, and they wiU remain immutably the mafters of the 
fpice trade. ^ ^ . ^ 

Sound policy has given another deftination to the iflc of 



foot IK IN THE EAST AN0 WEST INPIU, I37 

for different parpofe«t the reft were entirely dcftîacd for 
fubfiftence. 

la this year, the produce of the harveft role to five mil- 
lions four hundred and forty-one thoufand twienty^five quin- 
tals of corn ; to thr^c millions one hundred and nîndty«one 
thoufand four hundred and forty tons of nee ; tp twenty- 
two miUions four hundred and fixty-one thonfand eight 
hundred ton^ of maize ; and to two miUions five .hundred 
a&d fifteen thoufand one hundred and ninety tons of pulfe. 
Mod of thefe prpduâions were confvmed in Bourbon itfelf ; 
the reft fupplied fubfiftence to the ifle of France. 

The colony cultivated for the mother-country eight mil- 
lipnafovir hundred and ninety-three thoufand co£Fee plants, 
the fruit of which is of the beft kind next to that of Ara- 
bia. Each of thefe trees yielded originally near two pounds 
of coffee. . This produce U diminifhed by three-fourths, 
^.Dce the cultivation has been carried on in an open country, 
fince the planters have been under a neceSity of growing 
^elr trees in an exhaufted foil, and fince the infers have 
attacked them. , 

The court of Verfailles will never attend to the improve^ 
^oit of a colony» where fteep fiiores, and a fea violently 
agitated, rendçr the navigation always dangerous, and often 
inpradticable. It were rather to be wiOied that it might 
pe abandoned, becaufe it is a powerful attradlion to fomç 
P^t and to fonie exertions, which fhould rather be all con» 
ccntrated in the ifle of France, which is only five-a^d- thirty 
Ingnes diftant from it. 

- AccpRDi Np, to th^ obfcrvationsof the Abbé TrefentfiaU 
<lc la Caijlc, this other poffeffiou meafures (iftheÇk^ 
t)ijrtyone .thoufand eight hundred and ninety France. 
wea in ita greateft diaincttr ; twenty-two 
iioufand. one hundred and twenty- four in its greateft 
breadth ; and four hundred and' thirty-two thoufand ^ 
huudred. and eighty cwres of fuperficies. Numbers of 
mountains are to be feen in it ; not one of which is more 
than four hundred and twenty-four toifcs high. Although 
W foil be in all parts covered with ftones of a greater or 
kfofize, fo that it cannot be tilled with the plough, but 
nJuft be worked with the fpade, it is neverthelcfi». fit for 
inaqy things. Though more fuperficial and lefs fertile 
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than thst of Bourbon» U is mov€ fgmttjky fufeeptible of 
cultivation. 

This ifland for a loog time enga^d the fpecubtioiH ra- 
ther than the indiidry of its pofiefibrs ; they waifted their 
time in conjeâares concerfting the ^ufe it might be pat to. 

Some were inclined to make a mart of ife^ where all Iiw 
dia goods (hould centre. They were to be brought thither 
on India bottoms, and then fhipped on board French vef- 
fels, which were never to go any ^ther. A double ad- 
vantage evidently arofb from this fcheme \ firft, the expences 
were leiTened, as both the pay and mainteaanee of Inéût 
faQors is very trifling ; and, feooadly, the Aiips crawa were 
better prcferved, for thcfe were fometime* deftroyed by the 
length of the voyage akme^ and ftiU mote frequently by the 
dimate, efpecially in Arabia and at BengaL This plÉm 
met with no fupport. It was feared that theoempamr 
would fall iato contempt, unlefs they difpkyed, in thefe dii^ 
tant latitudes, a naval force fuffietent to iniure refpeâ. 

Others, agreeably to a new fyftem which enç^d their 
attention, were of opinion that the inhabitants <$ toe i0e of 
France ihould be allowed to trade to- India, which they had 
«ever yet been fuffered to do. T*he fupporters of thia ^jU 
tçm maintained, that the propofed freedom wobM prove mt 
abundant founce of wealth to the colony, and confequeut^ 
to the mother-country. But the ifland was then m want 
of both veiTels and fpecie : it had no artidea lor déporta- 
tion, nortneans of confnmption. Forafttheic rea(bnsi the 
experiment proved unfuccefsful, and rt was refohred that 
the ifland (hould be entirely confined to agriculture. 

This new regulation gave rife to fre(h mrftakes* Mea 
were fent from the mother-country tb the colony, who nei- 
ther underftood hufhandry, nor were accuftomed to labour. 
The lands were dillribntcd at a venture, and without diftiit- 
guifhing what was to be cleared from what did not want it« 
Money was advanced to the phinters, not in proportion to 
their induftry, but to the iotereft they could make wkh the 
government. The comtmny, who got cent, per cent, upon 
the commodities the colony drew from Hut ope, and nfly 
per cent, upon thofe that were fent in from India, required 
that the produce of the country ihould be delivered into 
their warehoitfes at a very low price. To complete the 
inisfbrtunes of the colony, the company^ who ha^ kejit lA 
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be «Aâed by foftt -Queer the pr ot cdifat i of liie men of 
war, this plan has been relinquifhed. It has been under-, 
ftood, that tfciere would be an infiake number of pofts to 
fotfiify^ lâuit the «xpences woold be cndiefs ; that too numf 
trMpa wotdd be waftted; land that the diftribation of them 
«ould leave evâfy. point eicpofed to the confcqoence of % 
kodlng eKeooted (nâéeidy, or hy fuiptxfe. 

The xàKSk o£ a war of pofts has not been thonght a mare 
kfttxaaOit i^vt. Hie ifle of France, noti^hftanding the 
adfâtftage of pofts» wil never eoUeéfc a fufficient body of 
trM>ps ' to 1M&Û thofe whkh the enemy may briitg there. 
The pevfims tirho have propèfed this Idea, have laid a ftreft 
upon the «fliAaisce to be obtained Brom the colonifts and 
tie fkirf^^i but they httve been oUîj^ed at length to acknotr- 
higtf that this;multitude, which might poffibly bë of fome 
uie bclttttd good ramparts, cetild be of mile or no itrvice in 
the opeft 6M, 

The pro^â of bvtildîng and fcntifying a city in the in- 
htttd pans» has for a long time had its partifiutt. Such an 
eft^dbltfiinaent appeared to them proper to keep the befieg- 
tfsat a diftamce from the centre of the colony, and to force 
thetn^ In time, to ndinquifh any advantages they might have 
gained at 'firft. They would not be convinced thirt with* 
oot âay iMyvement on the part of an etiemy, who was be<* 
éOme mafter of the ports and of the coafts, the firarrifon, ûe» 
pfivttd of e^ry external communication, would foon be re- 
diiead to the necelity of furrendering at difcretion, or of 
pcrilhlfig with fan^ne. And even if the enemy were to do 
nothing more than fill up the roads, aad deftroy the arfenals» 
magazines^ and all thé public edifices, would not their prin« 
eipalobjcÀ be folfiOed? Of what concern wonld it be then 
to 'them, diat there fhouM be a fortrefs and a garriion in 
tke tkitdll of an ifhind, incapable of giving them any vat» 
cjl&ifcfs, CT of exciting their jeailoury in ifuture ? 

After fo many variations and fuch uncertainties <i( opi« 
niiK^ the govemment has begun to- be convinced, that the 
only nûthod of defending the colony is to provide for the 
fecarity of its two ports ; to eilablifh a communicauoh that 
fiiall ^^'.tffe €0 internal conneôions between them ; that 
fltall i^ciUtate a ready difbfibixtioil of the forces accordfti^ 
to ihe'deôgiis of the enemy, and that Ihsdi make the fuc& 
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cours which might aitive from ix^dioat, by one or other of 
its roadSf common to both particB. 

Port Bourbon, where the' Dutch had formed their fcttle- 
mentf and Port Louis, the only one to which the French 
refort, had not hitherto appeared capable of being fortified : 
the firft» on account of its vail extent, the latter, on account 
of the irregular heights which furround it. But the Che* 
▼alter d'Arçon has propofed a plan which has removed 2SI 
thefe difficulties, and which, after the fulled difcufiion, has 
obtained the approbation of thofe who are the beft acquaint- 
ed with this importait art. The expences attending the 
execution of this great projeâ have been rigidly calculated^ 
and it is affirmed that they wiH not be confiderable. 

But what number of troops will be wanted to defend 
thefe fortifications ? The fkilful engineer ufually requirea 
but few. He is well nware, that if many were to be fent* 
they would foon grow effeminate by the heat of the dim- 
ate, become corrupt by the ^efire and expeélation of gain, 
ruined by debauchery, and enervated by idlenefs. Accord- 
ingly, he has reduced them in time of peace to two thou- 
ûmd men» who will be eafily reilrained, exercifed, and dif- 
ciplined. This number appears to him fufficient to refift 
any fudden or unexpe^ed attack that might fall on the co* 
lony. If it were threatened with extraordinary dauiger 
from great preparations, a miniiler, attentive to the ilorms . 
that are gathering, would have time enough to fead over 
the forces neceOary to defend it, or to aél in Indodan ac- 
cording to-pircumilances. 

Some perfons will difapprove of thefe .views. The ifle 
of France cods the date annually eight milh'ons of livres 
[333,3331. OS. 8d.] This expence, which will fcarce ad- 
mittof any reduâion, excites the indignation of many good 
citizens. l*heir wiih is, that this fettlement -^ould be 
abandoned as well as Bourbon, which is only a burdenfome 
appendage to it. 

This indeed would be the fchcmc mod expedient to be 
adopted", if we coofidered only the languidiing trade now 
-carried on by the French in India. But political fpecula* 
tions reach beyond this objeét. It is foreleen, that if this 
refolution were adhered to, the Englifh would drive all fo- 
reign nations from the Afiatic feas ; that they would ap* 
propriate to thetnfelves all the riches of thefe extenfive re- 
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France. The quantity «f corn there mtift be iacreafed j 
Md the crcy» of rice extended by a mote judicioui diftri- 
butwn of the waien : it ■« equsdly important to Mtend to 
tk blS *^ *** and to the improvement of 

ttefe objeâs of fir ft neceffity were for a long time in- 
coDfideraWe, although it was an eafy matter to fora paftur. 
ap», and although the fod yielded twenty for one. Only 
a tew year» ago it wa. fuggefted to the government, to buy 
"P. at a good pnce, all the grain which the phntera mirtt 
aye to feU ; and at this perSd the harveft. 4e inc,3! 
L„ ;* ^-^ ^ umnt«Tuj.tedly followed, the colony will 
foon furmfh provifion» for lU inhabitants, for the navi/ator» 

«hL""-' T"* '*' Tr*'*' *"** ^°' *^* •"«'«• and fleets 
Which cireumftances will fooner or later bring there. Then 

h» rfland wm be what it fhould, the bulwarf of aU the fe" 
Jments whwh France poflerfes, or may one day acquire, ^i 
ÎdS?' ^'^K-Tr -^ all miUta.7 operations, iffenfire 

-I T£-' ^^t Y\T''^ ^•'" °"'S« ^*' »° undertake, 
or to luttaui, in thefe diftant regions. 

rf L"t^"*"'* '" *'"^.^'="." ^^** i"ft « the «trance 
tf the Indian ocean. Though raifed as high as arid or 

bmnmg coatts, .t is temperate and wholefome. As \t 
t^^'^ **• 1°^ the common track, its exneditL, caû ^ 
^ed on with greater fecrecy. Thofe wL wi(h it was 
warer to our continent, do not confider that, if it werf fo 
t would be impoffible to pafs in a ftiort time from ftfroWJ 
the grffe in the moft diftant of thefe regi^,r^.vhlL,i haî 
Jl^^able advantage to a nation that L ni fca^^ i" 

of?fctVl ®"'!^ ["*"'' T'''' ».J*«l°!"«y«^. h« rivals poffeffed 
M a fettlement where the rum of her property in Afia m,^ 

llPrcpared. At the breaking out of Twar her m^^J 

tfort, will certainly be exerted^ainft a corny t W thr« 

T ^^""^^^ ir^iy^rt^ What% misfortune for See 
fliouW (he fuffer herfelf to be deprived of it 1 ' 

Yet what have we not to fear, when we fee that to this 
^ no care has been taken for the defence of this Mand t 
Jat the n^eans for this purpofe have dway. been wanring 
or m&pphed , t^t the court of VerfaiUes, from year fo 
t?a'A wa«^d for the difpatche. of the direfton, to come 
to a determination on this point, juft a» one would wait for 
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the rctwra of a coiincr from the frootiers } and that even at 
the time we are writing, there is ftiU perhaps a difpute, re* 
fpeâinff the kind of proteâion which it is moil expedient to 
adopt tor a (ettlement of this importance. 

It is the general opinion of feamen, that the fecurity of 
the iile of Fmnoe muft depend entirely on the naval forces : 
but they acknowledge, that thefe forces cannot fulfil this 
intention, tiU they have been iheltered from thofe hurricanes, 
Uk freoueat and £> terrible, which prevail in the(e latitudes 
from the aioach of December to that of April. A great 
number of merchantmen have indeed been loll, and whole 
fquadrons have received fo much injury, even in Port JLouis, 
the only one to which feamen at prefent refort, that too 
much labour cannot be beftowed m guarding againft thefe 
dreadful events. For a long time, the governmenf paid little 
attention to this important objeâ. It has at length deter* 
mined to dig a large harbour in this road, in the comfort- 
able hope that ^ips of all dimeniions may one day find a 
fafe afylum here. 

This bufinefs cannot be puifhed on with too much expe^ 

dition ; but fuppi^ng it executed with every poiSble toe- 

cefs, the maritime forces would (till be infufficient for the 

defence of the colony. The ftate will i|ever fubjeâ itfelf 

to the expence of maintaining conftantly a ftationary fqua- 

dron in thefe latitudes ; and it is poi&ble that the iflànd may 

be attacked in the abfence of the fleet, which- may alfo be 

be deftroyed by iicknefs, or by a ftorm. Let it be a ftrong 

or a weak one, it (till runs the riik of being beaten ; and 

even if.it were viélorious, an opportunity may have been 

feized of landing troops during the a6Uon. Thefe troops 

would immediately march on to the port, and would make 

themfelves mafters of k, as well as of the viâorîous (hips, 

which might have taken (belter there in order to refk. By 

this manoeuvre, which is a very ilmple one, a valuable fet« 

tlement would fall, without ftriking a blow, into the hands 

of an epterpriiing and (kilful enemy. Thefe apprehenfions, 

which are well founded, argue the neceffity of fortifications. 

Some engineers have imagined, that batteries judidoufly 

difpofed along the coaft, would be fufficient to prevent the 

beuegers from landing. But fince it has been afcertained 

that the ifland is acce(fible to boats in the gneated^part of 

its circumference, that eve^in lèverai places, a defcent could 
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gîoDs; and that fo many powerful refources united in their 
bands would give them a dangerous influence in EoiPOpe* 
Thefe confidcrations ought ftill more fully to conTioce the 
coart of Verfailles of the neceffity of fortifyiog the ifle of 
France ; at the fame time taking the moft eneéiual precau- 
tioos not to be impofed upon by the agents chofcn to cany 
this point into execution. 

However, there is fo neceflary a conneftion between the 
file of France and Pondicherry, that thofe two poileffioos 
are entirely dependent on each other ; for, without the ifle 
of France, there would be no prote^ion for the fettlcments 
in India ; and, without Pondickerry, the ifle of Fiaoce 
would be expofed to the invafion of the £nglifh from Afia* 
as well as from Europe. 

The ille of France and Pondicherry, when coofidered as 
baring a neceflary and mutual coaoeâion, will be a fecuritj 
to one another. JPondicherry will proteâ the ifle of France» 
9S being the rival of Madras, which the EngliQi muft al- 
ways cover with their land and fea forces ; and, on the 
other hand, the ifle of France will always be ready to fuc* 
cour Pondicherry, or to ad offeniively, as circumftaocet 
fiiall require. 

From thefe principles it appears how requifite it is, after 
baviog forti£ed the ifle of France, to put Pondicherry im« 
mediately in a itate of defence. This place will become 
the oeceflary flaple of all the trade carried on with Iadia« 
as well as a depoût of all the troops and proviflons that wiU 
be fent there. It will alfo ferve to proccâ a fmall forct^ 
when offenflve meafures are purûied. 

Wlien the ifle of France and Pondicherry are ojnce put 
in a proper pofture of defence, the court ot Ver(ailles will 
no longer fcruple to afford the merchants that proteé^ion 
which the fovereign owes to his fubje£b« throughout the 
whole of his dominions. The Britiih mioiftry, on their 
parts, will be more fully convinced, than they liave hitherto 
appeared to be, of the necefiity of retraining the Englifli 
traders within the bounds of moderation and judice. But 
will the Engliih company be made to give Up the abufe of 
power, and to renounce thofe loofe principles which theh-v 
aftonifhing fuccefs has infpired them with î This cannot be 
expelled. Their re&ftance would produce acrimony : tlie 

^0/. //. G 



146 BISTORT OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Booi ^' 

ihterefts of the two nations would clafh» and war would 
enfue* 

Far be ît from us to fudged any idea that would tend to 
rekindle the flames of dlfcord. Rather let the toicc of 
reafon and philofophy be heard by the rulers of the world. 
May all forereigns» after fo many ages of error, learn to 
prefer the virtuous glory of making a few men happy, to 
the mad ambition of retgnfng over wafted regions, and peo^ 
pic groaning ander the weight of oppreffion ! May all men 
become brethrca, accuftom themfelves to confider the uni- 
verfe as one family under the eye of one cmnmon &ther ! 
But thefe wi(hes, which are thofe of every enlightened and 
humane man, will appear as idle dreams to ambitibas mi- 
nifters, who hold the reins of empire. Their bufy and rcft- 
lefs^difpoiltion will flill fhed torrents of blood. 

Some pitiful commerciad intereft will again arm the 
Prench and the £nglifh. Though Great Britian, in moft 
of her wars, has aimed chiefly at deflroyinfi^ the induftry of 
her neighbours ; and though the fuperionty of her naval 
forces may ftOl keep up the hope, lo often difappoiuted, 
of efieéling this ; yet we mayfafely foretel that me would 
choofe to reipove the fcene of a£Hon from the feas of Afia^ 
where fhe would have fo little to gain, and fo much to lole. 
That power is not ignorant of the fecret wiflies formed on 
all fides for the overthrow of an edifice whick edipfea all 
the reft. The fubah of Bengal is fecretly exafperated that 
he has not even the appearance of authority left. The 
fubah of the Decan is inconfolable to fee his commerce 
under the controul of a foreign power. The nabob of 
Arcot endeavours to difpel the jealoufies of his tyrants. 
The Marattas are exafperated to find perpetual obftiacles to 
their depredations. AU the powers of thefe countried are 
either adually en Saved, or think themfelves on the eve of 
being «fo. England, we may pre fume, would not wifli to 
fee the Trench at the head of fuch a confederacy. On the 
contrar)*, we may venture to foretel, that a ftri£fc neutrality 
for India would be the wifeft plan they could pnrfue, and 
the one they would moft Aradily adopt. 

£ut would this fyftem 'be as eligible for their rivals ? 
Certainly not. The French are aware, that warlike pre- 
parations made at the ifte of France might be employed 
«vjth advantage ; that the conquefts of the Englifti are too 
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exteiiiive not to be open to attacks ; and that, fince tbeiV 
experienced officers are returned home, the Britifh pofibf- 
fions in Indodan are only defended by young men, more 
intent upon making their fortunes than upon military ex- 
crcifcs. It 18 therefore to be prefumed, that a warlike na« 
tion would eagerly feize an opportunity* of repairing their 
former difafters. At the fight of their ftandards, all thcfe. 
oppreffed fovereigns would take the field ; and the rulem 
of India, furrounded with enemies, and attacked at once 
on the north and on the fouth; by fea and by land, would 
infallibly be overpowered. 

Them the French, confidered as the FrirHtiples which 
deliverers of Indoftan, would emerge the French ought 
from that date of humiliation into which to purfuè inîndia* 
their own mifconduél hath plunged them. 
They would become the idols of the princes and people of 
AGa, provided the revolution brought about by them mould 
prove a leiTon of moderation. 1 heir trade would be ex- 
tenfive and flouriihing, fo long^ as they knew how to be 
juft. But this profperity would end in fome fatal cataf« 
trophe, fhould an inordinate ambition prompt them to 
plunder, ravage, and opprefs. They would then, in their 
turn, fhare the fame fate as their extravagant and crael 
rivals whom they had reduced* 

To conquer, or to plunder with violence, is the fame 
thing. The plunderer and the violent man are always bb- 
jeôs of deteftation. ^ 

Perhaps it may l)e true, that great riches are not to be 
rapidly acquired without ^reat injuftice ; but it is notlefs 
true, that an unjuii man is univerfally hated ; and it is a 
matter of uncertainty, whether the wealth he hath gained 
wpl indemnify him for the odium he hath incurred. 

There is not any one nation that is not jealous of the 
profperity of another. Why muft this jealoufy be per- 
petuated notwithftaoding the experience of its fatal com-* 
fequcnccs ? 

There is but one lawful mode of obtainitig a fuperiority 
over our competitors : this is, mildnefs ill adminiftraitioli; 
faithful obfervance of engagements ; the having goods of a 
better quality, and the being fatisfied with a moderate pro- 
fit. Why ihould we have recourfe to other meafures» 
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which become more hurtful in proceCs of time than they 
are ufeful at the moment ? 

Let the merchant be humane and juft ; and If he -ihould 
enjoy pofleilions, let them not be ufurpcd. XJfurpation is 
inconfiftent with quiet enjoyment. 

To aél with policy, or to cheat with dexterity, is the 
fame thine ; and the only refult of it is miftrull» which 
anTes as foon as the duplicity is difcovered, and is never 
removed. 

If it be a matter of importance to a citizen» to eftablilh 
m charaôer in fociety, it is of much higher confequence to 
a nation to acquire one among other nations, in the inidft 
of which its intention is to fettle and profper. 

A wife people will never fufFer that any encroachment 
Ihould be made upon liberty or property. They will re- 
fpedl the conjugal tie ; they will conform to the cufioms 
of the country ; and wait for a chancre of manners fron 
time. If they do not bend the knee before the gods of 
the country, they will at leaft carefully abÛaîn from break* 
ing their altars ; let them rather fall by their sattiifnkj* 
Thefc people^ will thus become naturalized. 

What leflbn (hall we have learnt from the maflkcre of fo 
many Portuguefe, Dutch, Englifh, and French, unlets it 
have taught to keep upon good terms with the natives ? If 
we a6l whh them as our predeceffors have done, we (hall 
certainly be maffacrcd as they have been. 

Let us, therefore, no longer be impoftors on our firft 
appearance; fervlle when we are received; infolent when 
we think ourfelves ftrong ; and cruel when we are become 
all-powerful. 

To infure the affedion of the inhabitants of any diftriô, 
IS the only circumilance that can render your fettlements 
firm. Aft in fuch a manner that thefe inhabitants fhall 
defend you when you are attacked. If they do not de- 
fend, they will betray you. 

Nations that are fubdued, long for a deliverer ; nations 
that ar^ oppreffed, for an avenger) and they will foon find 
one. 

Will ye be always extravagant enough to prefer flavesto 
men that are free; difcontented to aÏFeÛionate fubjeâs; 
enemies to friends ; foes to brethren ? 

If you ihould happen to take a part in the difputes be- 
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twcen two pnnces, be not lightly iDfluenced by the call of 
iiicere(t agamft the claims of juftice. What compcDfation 
can ye have for loGng the title of juft \ Be rather mediators 
than auxiliaries* The part of a mediator is always refpecl* 
ed ; that of an auxiliary always hazardous.. - Will ye ftill 
continue to mafiàcre, imprifon, and plunder thofe who have ' 
put themfelves under your protection I Proud Europeans, 
ye have not always conquered by the force of arms. Will 
ye not at length be afhamed of having fo frequently 
degraded your (elves to a^ the part of corrupters of the 
brave commanders of your enemies ? 

What do thofe forts announce with' which you have 
Uned all the coafts ; unlefs it be your terror and the odium 
of thofe that fun-ound you ? Ye will no lon|;er be under 
apprehenûonst when ye are no longer detefted. Ye will 
ao longer be detefled when ye are benevolent. The favage^^ 
as well as the civilised man, afpires after happinefs. 
. The advantages of population, and the means of increafing 
xty are the fame in both hemlfphcres. 

tJ[pon whatever fpot ye may fettle» if ye refpeét your- 
fehes, amd if ye aâ as the founders of cities, ye will foon 
acquire a power not to be fubverted. Encourage, there* 
fere, every kind of increafe in every rank and pn>feffiofi» 
except that of priefthood. LfCt there be no reigning rcli<* 
gion* Let every num praife God in the manner moft agree* 
able to him. Let morality be eftabliftied on the globe \ it 
is the bufînefs of toleration. 

The (hip that ihould tranfport into yonr colonies healthy 
and vigorous young men, with induftrious and prudent 
youog women, would be the bed laden of all your ve(re1s. 
It would prove the ioorce of eternal peace between you 
asd the natives. 

Do not multiply produâioos alone, but multiply farmers^ 
confumers, and with them every fpecies of indudry, every^ 
branch of commerce. Much will Hill remain to be done, 
while you do not meet with your colonics on the feas ; 
while they, are not as frequently feen upon your (hores, as 
your traders are upon theirs. 

Puntfh the crimes of your own people (till more feverely 
than thofe of the natives,. Thus it is that you will infpire 
the latter with refpeâ for the anthority of the laws. 

Let every agcnt^ not only conviéled, but everf fuf- 
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peeled of the flighted extortion^ be inllantly recalled. 
When vcnahty is proved» punifh it upon the fpot, that 
there may be no temptation on one pai-t^ to olTer what it 
would be infamous on the other to receive. . 

£vei-y thing is loft, while your agents ar^ only proteâed 
perfons, or nfen of bad fame \ the former, who are intent 
only upon repairing their fortunes,"" by plundering at a 
diilance ; the Ltter who come to hide their ignominy in 
your counting-houfcs and fadlorics. There is no integrity 
lb confirmed, as to be expofed to crofs the line without 
riik of being tainted. 

If ye are juit and humane, people will remain with you ; 
they will do more ; they wiU even quit diilant countries to 
come and refide among you. 

Appoint fome days of reft ; and inditute fome feftivals, 
but let them be merely of a civil nature. You will be ever 
bleft indeed, if the moft cheerful of thefe feflivals (ball be 
celebrated in commemoration of your firil arrival io the 
country. 

Be faithful to the treaties you have concluded. Lei 
your ally find an advantage in them, which is th<f only 
legitimate guarantee of their duration. If I be injure^ 
either by my own ignorance, or by your cunning, vain is 
the oath I have taken ; heaven and earth will releafc me 
from it. 

As long as ye ihall feparate the good of the nation tka* 
has received you, from your own advantage, ye will be op» 
prefTorS and tyrants ; and it is by the tide of beoefaâors 
alooe that we can conciliate affediion. 

if the man who dwells near you fliould bury his gold, 
you may be afTured that he curfes you. 

To what purpofe is it that ye oppofe a revolutign, which, 
though diftant, will certainly be accomplifhed, notwith- 
ftanding all your efforts to prevent it ? The world that you 
))ave invaded muft free jtfeif from that which you inhabit. 
Then the feas will only feparate friends and brothers. 
What great calamity do you fee in this, ye unjuft, cruel, 
end inflexible tyrants ? 

The edifice f .vtifdgm is not eternal : but that of folly 
}s continually tottering, and foon falls to pieces. Wifdoro 
imprints its lafling charaé^ers upon the rocks ; folly traces 
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hers on the (and. Settlements have been formed and fub- 
verted ; ruins have been heaped on ruins ; countries that 
were well peopled have become defert ; Dort» that were 
full of buHdlngs have been abandoned ; vaft traâs that had 
been 111 cemented with blood have feparated, and have 
brought to view the bone^ of murderers and of tyrants con- 
founded with each other. It feems as If from one regioa 
to another profperlty had heen purfued by an evil genius 
which fpeaks our feveral languages, and which dififules the 
(ame calamities in all parts. 

Let our firft vlâims no longer feel themfelves avenged» 
and rejoice at fight of the rage we are continually exetting 
againft each other. May thefe ideas, thr<)wn out without 
art, and as they prefented themfelves to my mind, make a 
deep and lading impreffion ! May It pleaie heaven» that 
henceforth I (hould have nothing but your moderation and 
wifdom to celebrate : for it is agreeable to me to pralfe» 
aiid painful to cenfure» Léet us now exanuae what haa 
been the conduct of the northern powers» in endeavouring 
toihare in the commerce of Aûa: for the fpint of luxury, 
l^netratlng alfo into- thefe regions of iron and ice» has 
made the mhabttanti covet the riches and the enjoyments 
tf other nations» ' 



BOOK V. 

TRADE OF DENMARK» OSTEND» SWEDEMj PRUSSIA» SPAIN* 
AKD RUSSIA, TO THE EAST INDIES. SOME IMPORTANT 
INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CONNECTIONS OF EUROPE 
WITH INDIA. 



THE moft powerful nations, as well as the largeff rivers, 
have been Infignificant In their origin. It would be 
difficult to produce one fingle inftance of a nation, fincc 
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the creation of the world, that has cither extended * or en- 
riched îtfelf, during a long interval of tranquillity,^ by tlic 
progréfs of induftry alone, or by the mere rtfourcc's oÇtt^ 
popnlation. Nature, which makes vultures ^and doves,' 
creates alfo that ferocious band, that is one day ta^.ruîji 
upon the peaceful fociety which has been formed.- in Its 
neighbourhood, or which it may meet with in its wanqer- 
iog incurfions. The punty of blood among nationss if we 
may be allowed the expreilion, as well as the purity of 
blood among families., cannot be more than temporary f-oa- 
kfs kept up by whimfîcal or religious inditutions. A 
mixture is the ncceflary refult of an infinite number of 
caufes ; and from this mixture a race univerfally fprfngs 
Bp, which is eitheir improved or degenerated, according as 
the character and manners of the conqueror have adapted 
themfelves to the charadler and manners of the conquered ; 
or as the charaâer and manners of the conquered people 
llave given way to thafe of the conqueror. Amon^ the 
various caufes which foonetl bring about this intermixture» 
that which prefents itfelf as the primary and principal one» 
is emigration ; ttiore or lefs excited by the barrennefs of 
the foil,.. and the dtfagrecablenefs of the refidence. If the 
eagle were to find an eafy fubfiilence 'among the defert 
locks that have been witnefs to his birth, his rapid flight 
would never have carried him, with his bHi half open» and 
his claws extended, againft the innocent cattle that feed at 
the foot of his craggy afyluro. But what does this raven- 
ous and warlike bird do, after he has feized his prey ? He 
xepairs anew to the fummit of his rock, from whence he 
only defcends when he is again folicited by want. It Is m 
the fame manner that the favage treats his civilized neigh» 
bour ; and bis plunder would be perpetual. If nature had 
not placed between the inhabitant of one region and that 
of another, between the man of the mountain» and the miui 
who dwells in the valley or among the fens, the fame bar- 
rier that feparates the different fpecies of animals. 

jdnclent re'Doiu,- It is the general opinion, that, In the 
ttons in Den* earlieft times, a people called the Cimbri 
marL poiTefTcd, at the extremity of Germania, 

the CImbrian Cherfonefus, now known 
by the name of HoUlein» SlefwIc and Jutland ; and that 
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the Teatones liTed in the adjacent îflands.^ Whether thefe 
people had, or had not, a common origin, it 18 certain» 
that they came out of their forefts, or oat of their marfhes 
n a colleAtve bodp and as one nation, and penetrated 
«noag the Gauls, in queft of plunder, glory> and a mildet' 
dunatc. They were even preparing to croft the, Alps, 
when Rome judged it necefiary to ftcm a torrent which car« 
ned all hefore it. Thofe barbarians triumphed over all the 
generals that proud republic fent to oppofe them, tin the 
memorable era when they were totally defeated by Marius. 

Their country, which became almoft a defert after that 
terrible catailrophe,' was peopled again by the Scythians, 
who, being driven hj Pompey out of that vaft (jpace be- 
tween the Euxinc and the Cafpian iea^ marehed towards, 
the north and weft oT Enrope, fubduing all the nations 
they fomid in their way. They conquered Ruffia, Saxony, 
Weftphalia, the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and the countries 
as far as Finland, Norway, and Sweden. It is pretended 
thai Wodin, their leader, traverfed fo many countries, and 
endeavoured to fubdue them, only with a view to ftimulate 
the people againfl the formidable, - odious, and tyrannical 
fower of the Romans. That fpirit of animofity, which 
he had excited in the north, operated fecretly withrfo much 
force after his death, that in a few centuries all nations 
agreed to turn their arms againft that empire, the declared 
enemy of all liberty ; and, after having . (haken it by re- 
peated attacks, were at length fuccefsful enough totally to 
fobvert it. 

Denmark and Norway remained without inhabitants af- 
ter thcfc gldrious expeditions. By infenfible degrees they 
recovered their former ftate, and began to be of fome con- 
fequence again towards the beginning of the eighth ccn- 
tnry. Their valour now exerted itfelf, not on land, but oii 
the ocean. Surrounded as they were by two feas, they 
commenced pirates, which is always the lirft ftep towards 
navigation in uncivHifed nations. 

They iirft made trial of their ftrength againft the neigh- 
bouring ftates, and feized the few merchant (hips they found 
ûdlirig up and down the Baltic. Em(>oldened by thefe fuc- 
ccffcs, they were enabled to plan more confiderable under- 
takings. They infefted the feas and coafts of Scotland, 
Irelaod, England, Anders, France, and even of Spain» 
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Italy, and Greece. They frequently ^netrated into the 
inland parts of thofe extenfive countries, and even ventured 
upon the conque ft of Narmandy and England. Notwith- 
ftandmg the confiiiion that reigns in the annals of thoie 
barbarous tioies» we may Hill trace fome of the craufes of 
fo many extraordinary events. 

The inhatbitahts of Denmaiit and Norway had originally 
m ftrong propensity to piracy, which has always been ob« 
ferved m people bordering upon the fea, when they are not 
reftratncd by civilization and good laws. Cuftom rouft ne- 
eeflarily have made the ocean familiar to them, and inured 
ifhem to its ftorms. Having no agriculture, breeding but 
few cattle, and finding but a fcanty refource from the 
chafe, in a country' covered with ice and fnow, they could 
bave Ào (trong attachment to their ;|ative land. The faci- 
lity with which they built their fliips, which were nothing 
more than rafts coarfely put together for the purpofe of 
(ailing along the coafts, enabled them to go to all parts, to 
land their forces, to plunder, and to reimbark. Piracy 
was to them, what it had been to the iirft heroes o£ 
' Greece thé foad to glory and fortune ; an honourable pro- 
fefiion, which confided in a contempt of all danger. This 
idea infpired them with invincible courage in their expedi- 
tions, fometimes carried on under the joint command of dif- 
ferent diiefs, and fomttimes divided into as many armaments 
as nations. Thefe fudden attacks, made in a variety of 
places at the fame time, left only to the inhabitants of the 
coafts, which were but ill defended, in confequence of their 
being under a bad government, the dreadful alternative 
either of being maiTacred, or gifing up all their property 
•to redeem their lives. 

• This propenfity to plunder was a natural confequence of 
the (avage life of the Danes and Norwegians, and of the 
rough and military education they received ; but it was 
-more particularly the effect of the re^gion of Wodin. 
That victorious impoilor improved, if we may be allowed 
to fay ioj the natural fiercenefs of thofe nations by his fan* 
gumary tenets. He Ordered that all the implements of 
• ^vw, fuch 9S fwrcN'ds, axes, and lances, ihould be deified. 
The^moft facred' engagements were confirmed by thefe in- 
tf uments which they To highly valued. A lance fet up in 
the siiddk of a plain, «as^ the fignal for prayer and facfir 
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fice*' Wodin bimfelf at his death was ranked amon^ the 
kxrmortal.gods, and was the firfl deity of thofe homd re^ 
gioQSs where the rocks and w^ods were ftained and confe» 
crated witli human hlood. His followers thought they ho- 
noured hini by calling him the god of arnùeB, the father of 
ilaughtery the deftroyer of mankind» the promoter of dif- 
oerd. The warriors, when they went to battle» made a ^ 
yow to feadhim a certain number of fouls, which they de<- 
voted to hinu Thefe fouls were the right of Wodio* It 
was the general belief, that he. appeared in every battle» 
inther to protêt thofe who fought valiantly» or to mark- 
out the happy vidlims he referved for himfelf ; that thefe 
followed him to the regions of blifs» which were open to 
none but warriors* The people ran to death» and to oiar* 
tyrdom» to obtain this reward. This belief increafed their 
natural propeniky to war» till it grew to enthufiafm» and to 
a religious third for blood* 

Chriliianity overthrew all the ideas refulting from fudi a 
fyftem^ Its miflionaries endeavoured to bring their profe* 
lytes to a fedentary life» that they might be fit to receive 
Ûicix ia&rué^Lons. • They gave them a difguft for their rov- 
iag life» by fuggeding to them -other means of fubliftence. 
They were fa fortunate as to infpirc them with- a love of 
agriculture» and more efpeciaUy. of fifhing. < The great 
plenty of' herrings, which, then came in (holes to their* 
6oafts»i afiforded : them an, eafy means of procuring food» 
When they had fet apart a TufiEcient quantity of theCe ilfh 
for their owu u£B»,ia order to preferve it» they bartered the 
remainder for faltw This intercourfe was encour^aged at its 
rife by one common faith» new profpe6ls» mutual wants» 
and great fecurity. . Such a total revolution enfued» that» 
fincethe converûon of the Danes and Norwegians» not a 
angle inilance is to be found in hidory of their expeditions 
and depredations. . 

The new fpirit» .which feemed to animate Norway and 
Denmark» could not fail ol extending their communication 
. with the, other nations of £uropo« Unfortunately it was 
intercepted by the afcendant which the Hanfe towns had< 
acquired* Even when that g^^^t and fiagular confederacy 
fell into decay» Hamburgh ftill maintaiited the fnperiprity 
ithad obtained over all the fubjeéis of the Danifh .doQu^-« 
j|ioas«< They were beginning to break the battds that bad : 

G6 



Xj6 HISTOtT OF SETTLBïfi&MTâ 4N0 TRADE Book r. 

îv^eAcà them to this kind of monopoly» what they wefie 
indaced to undertake the navîg'aitîon to the Sad It^àm hf 
an inctd^tit that déferres to he notsced* 

Bemark begins A I>tttdi faîflor, named Sofehower* 
tù carry on a being feni by his oatîon tpcoochide a 
ircaienvith India* treaty of commerce with tfa^ kuig^ dF 

Ceylon, fo ingratiated himfelf «rith that 
monarch, that he became ehîef of his council^ his- admo^, 
attd w^3 created prince of Mingone. Bofcbowcr, intoxt- 
catcd with thefe honours, haftened to Europe, to make a 
parade of them before his countrymen. He took great of* 
Fence at the cold nefs with which thofe republicans received 
the titkd flave of an Aiiatic coiut ; and was fo highly pro* 
yoked at it, that he went over to Chrifiiern IV, king of 
Denmarky and offered him his fervices, and the i&tereft he 
had at Ceylon. His propofals were accepted. He failed 
in x6i8, with î^n Aiips, three of which belonged to the 
government, and three to the company that had aflbciated 
themfelyes to carry on a trade to India. His death, which 
happened in their paffage, put an end to the hopes they 
had conceived. The Dajies met with a very bad reception 
attHeylon; and their chief, Ove Gledde de Toffimerap^ 
£m no other refource than to cany them to Tanjour, a part 
Qf the continent neared to that iflanq. 

Tanjour is a fmall ftate, which is but a hundred, nules i« 
its greatell length, and eighty in its g^eateft breadth. It 
i^ of all that coaft the province that bears the greateft quan- 
tity of rice. This natural wealth, added to a variety of 
WÛfful manufaôures, and a great plenty of roots for dying, 
makes the public revenue amount to near five millioas of 
Kvfes [208,5(331. 6s. 8d.] Its fertility is owing to its be- 
ir<g Watered by the Cavcri, a river which comes down from 
the mountains of Gate. At upwards of four hundred 
miks from the bead, it divides into two ftreams. At ^e 
catrance of Tanjour, the eaftern branch takes the name of 
Coleroon* The other retains the name of Cavcri, and fub- 
divîdës agmh into four branche», which all flow whhin the 
kingdom, aud preferve it frotâ that terrible drought which 
'bums up the reft* of Coromandel for the greateft part of 
the year. . 

This happy; ûtuaiioa made the DaiKs wifli to form a fet- 
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tlement in Tanjour. Theff ptopofafs met with a laTOurstble 
reception. They obtûned a fruitful and populous terri- 
tory ; on which they buHt Tranquébar, and afterwards the 
fbitreb of Dannebourg, fufficient for the defence both of 
the road and the town. On their part, they engaged to 
p9y an «inusd hotnagre of two thoufand paeodas, or uxteea 
thottfand dght hundred livres [700I.] which is continued 
to this time» 

Circumftances were favourable for eftablifhlng a large 
commerce. The Portuguefe, who groaned under the op< 
preffion of a foreign yoke, made Only feeble efforts to pre- 
ferve their poi&ffions ; the Spaniards fent no fliips but to 
the Molucca and Philippine illands ; and the Dutch were 
folely intent upon engromirg the fpîcç trade. • The Englifii 
fdt the cffeéls of the difturbances their country labqured 
under, even in India. All thefe powers could not fee this 
new rival without regret, but none oppofed it. 

In confcsquence of this, the Danes, who began with % 
capital of lio more than 853,263 livres C35»532^* i^^* ^«l 
canried on rather a confiderable trade in all parts of India. 
Unfortunately the Dutch company acquired fuch a fuperir 
ority, as to exclude them from the markets where they had 
traded rood advantageoufly ; and, by a flill ereater misfor- 
tnne, the dtlfeniions that rent the north of Europe, would 
not permit the mother-country to attend to fuch remote 
concerns as thofe of this fettlement. The Danes at Tran* 
qnebar infenfibly fell into contempt, both with the natives, 
who value men only in proportion to their riches, and with 
the rival nations, whofe competition they could not fuftain* 
They were difcouraged by this inferiority ; and the com- 
pany gave up its charter, and made over its fettlements to 
the government, as an indemnificanoH for the fums it had 
advanced. 

A new company was formed in 1670 Changes the 
upon the ruins of the old one. Chrif- Dani/b trade 
ticm V gavfe them, in fliips jmd other has undergone 
cffeds, to the value of three hundred and in India, 
ten thoufand eight hundred and twenty-, 
right KvreB ten fous [[ 12,5)51!. 3S.'pd.J and the adventur-| 
era advanced fevea hun4red and thirty-two thoufand £x 
hundred livres [30,525!; J This fetotid undertaking, which 
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V9^% entered upon without a {iifficient fand, proved 631 
more unfuccefsful than the Brft. After a few voyages» the 
faélory of Tranquebar was left to k&lf» Their fmaU ter- 
rltoiy, and two veflels that they freighted for the merch- 
ants of that country» were the - only means they had to 
fupply the inhabitants and their garrifon^ . Thefe refources 
fomctlmes failed tUem ; and» to fave ihemfelyes from tho 
effeds of famine» they were reduced to mortgage three of 
the four baftions that conÛituted their fortrefs. They were 
fcarce able to fit out a (hip for Europe oace in three years 
with a very moderate cargo. 

Pity feemed to be the only fentiment that fo defpérate a 
fituation could infpire. But the ever-watchful jealoufy and 
fufpicîous avarice of other nations, (lirred up an odious war 
againft the l3anes. The raja of Tanjour» who had fre- 
quently intercepted their communication with his territory, 
attacked them in 16&Q» in the vjery town of Tranquebar* at 
the in (ligation of the Dutch. Tliat prince had nearly taken 
the places aftev a fix month fieee» when it waa fuccoured- 
and faved by the £nelifh< This event seithor was» . nor 
could be» attended with any important confequences« The 
Danifh company deelihed daily» and was at length anni- 
hilated in 1730» but not tUl after ic had become bankrupt. 

Two years after this» a new company was formed. The 
favours that were heaped upon it» to eltiable it to carry on 
a Jree and advantageous trade» • plainly (hew of what im- 
por tance thi$ commerce appeared to the government. The 
charter of the company was fettled for forty years. Whati 
ever bdonged to the fitting out of their (hips was exempted 
from ail duties. The workmen they employed» whether 
natives or foreigners» were not tied.dowo to. the. regulations 
of particular companies^ which were a reâraint upon In— 
duflry in Denmark» as well as in other countries of Europe. 
They were not obliged to ufe ftamped paper in their tranf- 
adions. They had an abiblute jvurifdiaion over the perfons 
tliey employed ; and the fentences pafled by the dire^ors. 
were not liable to. be reverfed» unkfs the punlihment were, 
capital. To remove even the appearance q{ conftraiott the 
fovereiffn renounced jtheruj^t he had of interfering in the 
adminiftration of their afi^irs» . as being chief proprietor. . 
He retained no influence in the choice of officers» whether. 
civil «or military, and onlyceferTed to himfelf a power of<v 
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coB&nnÎDg tbe ofBce of governor of Tratiqucbàf. He even 
bound himfelf to ratify all political con >^ent ions they might 
think {>roper to make with the Aiiatic powers. 

Id return for fo many indulgencies» government only re- 
quired one per cent* upon all merchandize bf India and 
China which fhould be fent abroad, and two and à half per 
cent, upon all that ihould be confumed at home. 

The grant containing the above conditions was no fooner 
confirmed, than it became neceflary to find adventurers. 
This was a difiBcult point ; for the trade to India had hi* 
thcrto proved fo unluccefsful, that men of property mud 
ha^e been totally averfe from engaging their fortunes in it. 
A new idea was fuggefted to alter this difpofition. The 
ftock was diftinguiihed into two different kinds. The firft, 
cdSleàJîffedi was tliat in which all the effeds the old com- 
pany had in Europe and Afia were deftined to be vefted, 
the other flock wa« called varMUt becaufe every year ic 
was regulated by the number and the cargoes of the (hips 
that (hould be fitted out« Every proprietor might choofe 
whether he would be concerned in thefe expeditions, the 
profits of which were fettled at the clofe of every voyage. 
By this arrangement, the company became permanent by 
the fixed, and annual by the variable, ilock. 

It feemed a difficult matter to ftàte the (hare of ezpence 
that each of thefe funds was to bear. Every thing was 
fettled with more ede than had been expedled. It was 
agreed that the variable ftock fliould only pay the neceffary 
expences for the purchafe, the fitting out, and the cargoes 
of the (hips. All other charges were to be defrayed m>m 
the fixed ftock, which, by way of compenfation, was to 
take up' ten per cent* upon all India goods which (hould be 
fold in Europe, and five per cent, upon all that (hould be 
fent out from Tranquebar. 

The capital of the new company amounted to 3,240,000 
livres [135,000!.] divided into fixteen hundred (hares, of 
2025 livres [84I. 78. 6d.] each. 

With tliele funds, which wei-e always in circulation, the 
proprietors, during the forty years of their charter, fitted 
out eight hunclred (hips. The expence of thefe telfels in 
money rofe to 87,333,637 livres ten fols [3,638,9011. lis. 
3d.3 and in merchandize, to 10,580)094 livres [440,837!. 
js.J which in the whole made 979913)731 livrer 10 fols 
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[4i079iB5ol«] The retortis were fold for i)^,939i$7j 
nvres [7,8729486!. 7». 6d*] Of this Denmark onlj con- 
fumed 35^.501264 lirrtfl [1,477,094!. ya.] therefore the vâ- 
hie Qf 153^4891411 liTres [6,3i3«592L 2$. 6d.3 of k was 
exported. ILiet us make a freih divifion, and we fhall 
fiod» that the aonoal fales have amounted to the fam of 
4,723*491 livres 16 fols [196,812!. 3s. 2d«] that of thts^ 
liie couQtrf has only confumed annuaBy to the value of^ 
886,250 livres io fois [36,927!. 28. î^.^ and that foreign, 
nations have carried off to the amount of 3>837t235 Hvrt» 
10 ibis [159,884!. i68« 3d.] 

The dividends were very irregular, during all the time 
that the charter lafted. They would have been more con- 
fiderable^ if part of the profits had not been conflantly ap- 
propriated to the extenfion of the trade. By this prudent 
and coniiderate conduâ, the forttmate proprietors trebled 
their capitals. Their ftock would have l>een increafed with 
the additional fum of 2,000,000 of livres ][83,333l* 68. Bd.}. 
if ia I754f the Daniflt minillry had not prevailed upo» the 
direflors to ercft a (lacue to king Fredenck V. 

When I reâeél upon thefe public monuments coaiecrated 
to a fovereign in lus life time, his want of modefly always 
occurs to my mind. When a prince orders them himfelf,. 
it feems as if he faid to his people, ^ I am a great man ^ I 
*« am a great king. It is impofilble for me to prefent mjr- 
^* felf every ,day to your view, and to receive the fplendid 
** teitimony of your admiration and afEeââon. But here is 
•* roy image. Get round it, and fatisfy yourfelves. When 
** . I (hall be no more, you wOl . conduâ your child to the 
" foot of my ftatue, and . you will fay to him,— Behold, 
** piy {on, and confider him attentively. This la'the man 
^* who repulfed the enemies of the flate, who commanded 
** its armies in perfon ; who paid the debts of bis ancef- 
** tors ; who f^rtilieed our fields ; who proteéled our farm- 
^ era ; . who laid . no reflraint upon our confcience ; who 
** permitted us to live in happinefs, freedom, and opulence ; 
** let his name for ever be bleft Î" . 

What iDfi>lent vanity is this, even if h be true! What 
inxpudence i£ it be not ! But how few would there, be of 
thefe monuments^ bad they only been ère^ed to princes 
whodeierved then» ? If all the others were taken down, how 
fç,w woqld ren^in Î If tratbi had diâated the infcriptions 
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that a!* I^ace^ afbUndthem, T9!iat fhould wc read ^« To Ntf- 
'* rû, after he had afiTaifinated his mother» kiHedKtflwffe, flain 
'* hfs preceptor, arid irobrtiefi bis hands In the blodd of the 
** moft worthy 'citizens/* Yoti fhuddefwhh horror. Afais! 
fflc ptoptè, *why am 1 not allowed to fuhftitntc troc in» 
fcriptïons în the place of thofc whh whfch yon have deco^ 
rated the monuments of yonr fovereJgns. You wotdd^fiot 
read of the fUaie crmles ; but you would read of others^ 
andyou would fhudder again. 

Here I would write, as formerly, upon Pbrapey's co- 
lamn : *• To Pompcy, after he had maffacred three millfons 
•♦ of men;" There I would write— Bafe mortals, are you 
then afraid chat your marfters (honld bluih for their wicked* 
ncft ? When you pay them fuchr homage, how is k pofll- 
hie they (hould thinit that you are «nhapny ? How (hoidd 
they not imagine that they are the idms of your hearts, 
^n, by your acclamations, you gtre yotnr approbation to 
tk fenrility of the courtiers > 

**. But the people will anfwer, «* Thcfc monuments are 
•* not ereéted by us. We ihould nercr have thought of 
" coàferrfng the honour of a ftatue on a tyrant ^ho kept 
'* us planned in milery, and to whom ourprofound filence, 
** when he pafled through our city in peHon, fo frequently 
•* announéed the indignation we fck. It cannot be rma- 
**" ^aed that we (hould have been fo mad, after he had ex» 
** naufted us nearly of all our means of ftibfiflence, to throw 
•• away tht few we had ftiB remaining upon a caft.** 

Monarchéi if jr« are gockl, ye may oe aflhred of the fta- 
ttfe which ye rtpfe to yourfelvcs. The nation, whofe liap» 
pteefs you have treated, will grant it to you a century after 
JWkt death, when your a'âfons ihall have been tried at the 
triBuo'al of Mtfory. Ifye at^ bad and vicious, ymi only per- 
petuate thé memory of your wickednefs and yptrr vicet. 
The fovcrefgn, who is poffeffed of any degree of dignity, 
^ wait. Tie who is pbfleffed 6f true grcatnefs of foul, 
would j^rhaps difdàin a (pecies of incenfe indifcriminately be- 
ftowe4 in all ages upon vice and virtue. While the inicrip- 
tion Was éit^ravting rouni his ftatue, to the mc^st hic», 

llOSTWOrarHV, If!OS^Tl/MÎ>Al»T,>IOSTC5C0RI0uV, koï^ 

macnificent prince, &c.iie would recoUeft, that the 
fame titles were engraved uridef the ftatue of à^ Tiberius, 
a Domitian, or a Caligula ; and he would exclaim with a 
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worthy Romany ** Spare me a homage that Is too fafpi- 
.<* CÎCH18. IsCt me have no tainted honours. My temple is 
** m your hearts. There it is that my image is beautiful» 
« and that it will M.'' 

. Andy indeed» .with whatever C^lidity monuments may he 
conftruâedy fooner or later the hand of time flrikes and 
overturns them* On the cpotraiy» the edge of his fey the 
is blunted againft the page of hiilory. It can bare no 
efFeâ upon the heart, or upon the' memory of man. Hit 
veneration is tcanfmitted from age to age ; and fucceeding 
centuries are perpetually repeating it. Proud waters d[ 
the Seine» fwell yourfelves if you dare : ye may fwecp 
fiway our bridges» and even the ftatute of Henry ; but htf 
name wi|[ remain. It is before the image of this great 
king that the people» impreifed with^ tender fentlnaents» and 
the ftranger» ftop* If the other monuments» forereigns ! 
that areconfecrated to you» are alfo viûted» do not mifkAt 
the intention. Men do not come to honour your perfpns-j 
they come to admire the workmanfhip of the art ; temp- 
ting» at the fame time» that fo fublime a talent, «maft 
ihould devote itfelf to virtue» ihould be fo noeasly pral^ 
tuted to «ice* At the foot of your ftatue» what can .the 
citizen or the ftranger think» when he fees hiinfelf iurtoaiid- 
ed by a fet of wn^tches whofe afpedi difcoveils their mifery» 
and whofe plaintive accents folicit a triâing affiftaace I & 
it not» as if they faid to him : behold and .aKi.iÀT£ ths 

DISTRBS8 WHICH THIS MAN OP BRONZB HAS BROVOHT 

UPON vs I £reâ ftatues to the great men of your nation» 
and yours will be looked for aoKMig them. But in' coun* 
tries fuboxitted. to tyranny there is but one man and one 
itatue. There» the bronze ' fpeaks» and the marble ex* 
cIaims»-i*F«OPL£» lbarn that i am all» and that you 
AR£ hothikg* Let me be excufed for this dtgrefSon. 
'f he fate of a writer would be too hard» if he were not 
femetimes allowed to give way to the fentiment that op- 
|zreflc6 him.. 

Preftnt fiatc of When the diarter of the company 
the Danes itt l9^- expired on the 12th of April 177a» \ 
£aà new one was given them» but ouly for 

twenty years. Some reftralnts were alft 
laid upon the favours they had before enjoyed* 
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£zceptmg the trade to Chlai» which ftill cootîaoes es* 
cIufiTCy the Indian Teas are open to all the citizens» and to 
others who wiûi to (hare in their undertakings. But in 
order to he entitled to this liberty» it ia neceifary to employ 
00 ihips but what are buik in one of the porta of i)ic lung* 
dom ; to embark upon each veflel to the value of thirteen 
thoufand five hundred livres [562I. los.] at leaft» in mer- 
chandize of the national manufaâure ; to pay to the con> 
pany ilxty-feven Hvreg ten fola [il. ids. 3d.] per laû» or 
two per cent, of the value of the cargo upon its goine out» 
aod eight per cent, at its return. Individuals are aub al* 
lowed to trade from one part of India to another» by pay» 
iDg a duty of entnance of four per cent, on the production» 
of Afia» and two per cent, on thofe of Europe» in all the 
Panifti fettlementa* If the court of Copenhagen» as there 
cao be no doubt» have xnade thefe arrangements only with 
a.vicw of encouraging their faâories» es^perience muft have 
coaviBced them of their miftake. 

T*he company was formerhr exempt from the daties 
f^cd upon au articles employed in the building and 
vîâualUng of fliips* They have been deprived of an ex- 
emption whick was attended «ith too many inconveniences. 
Iliey receive as an indemnity» fixty-feven livres ten fob 
[2I I OS. 3d.3 per laft» and thirteen livres ten fols ^iis. 
3d.] for each of the perfons compofing the crews of their 
Âips. On the other hand» they are obliged to export 
upon each of their veflels difpatched to India to the value 
of thirteen thoufand five hundred livres [562L xos«} of 
mercantile articles fabricated in the kingdom ; and to the 
amount of eighteen thoufand livres [750!*] upon each of 
the (hips deflincd for China. 

. The cuiloms fixed for the produâions of Afia which 
were confumed in Denmark» or fent to other parts» and 
which were formerly different» are at prefent equal. They 
all of them pay .two per cent, without any regard to the 
place of their deftination. The government has alfo re- 
fcrved to itfelf the privilege of being the ' arbiter of the 
cuftonis» which the filks and coffees» deflined for the ffate». 
fliould be obliged to pay. This reftriéiion is intended to 
^^ur the intereft of the American iflands» and of the na« 
tional mafiufa^ures. 

The king has given up the praâîce he bad of placing 
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asmiailf 9 îif the cotnpanfy's trade, the fum of about one 
hundred thoufand livres [^41661. i js. 4d.J from which be 
ufudiy^denVed a bencfît of twenty per cent. To Indemiufy 
him for this facrifice, when the company fit out but one 
flap, they wHl add to his private cheft twenty- twd thou&nd 
(he hmidred litres C937I. ïos.] when they lend two» thiey 
wâl pay him thirty- fix thoufand livres C1500I.] and Ibrty- 
five thoufand livres [1875I.] when they difpatch three, or 
a ereater number. 

under the former adminiftration, a proprietor of one 
fharc was imitkd to vote at the general meetings. Three 
ibares carried two votes^ five fhares three, and fo on in the 
£nne proportion to twelve votes, which number no pro- 
prietor could ever go beyond, whatever intereft h^ might 
have in the ftocks of the company. But the votes of ab- 
fentees or foreigners were admitted upon producing a 
power of attorney from them. The confecpence of this 
praâice was, that a few merchants refiding at Copenbageo 
were the rulers of all their deliberations. This evil baa 
been remedied, by reducing the number of votes any one 
proprietor may have, either for himfelf or by proxy, to 
three. 

Such are the new views which diftinguifh the late charter 
from thofe tlrat have j)receded it. I'he example of the 
miniitry has influenced the conduct of the proprietors, 
who have alfo made fome remarkable alterations in their 
adminiftration. 

The diftinélion eftablilhed between the fixed and the 
variable dock reduced the company to a precarious ilate^ 
fince the proprietors were at liberty, after every voyage, to 
withdraw the latter, which fervcd as the bafis of the opera- 
tions. To give this body a more folid conllitution, thcfc 
two ftocks have been confounded. Hereafter, the pro- 
prietors will not have it in their power to claim any part of 
their capital, till the expiration of their charter. Thofe 
among them, who, for any poffible reafon, may wifli to 
lefien the ri(k, will be obliged to fell their (hares, as it is 
the conftant praélice everywhere clfé. 

At the exph-ation of the laft charter, the company had a 
capital of 11,906,05g livres [496,085!. 15s. lod.] divided 
into fixteen hundred (hares, each of the value of abou^ 7435 
livres [309I. 7s. 6d.] The price of the (hare was evident* 
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If too Mgli in a country ^herc the foi^oe» pf indrridttalt 
are mconfiderajsle. T.bis îacQn?enieoçq bai b««a/aBcdkdf 
by dividing each fliare into thcee. parts ; lb . that there arc 
atprefent tour thoufand eight hunidred ilutfes» the prict of 
vhich, for greater fiçcurity, has been oçly rated in <|be 
books at 22^0 livrée r93L 158.3 This aberatioA miift 
kve &cilitated the purcHafe and the dak gf tfacBa» by in* 
creafing the circiilation and the value. l> ., .. /^ 

The projeét of railing the Danifh (iettlqiieQta in .Iitdia 
to a greater 'degree of pnxlpenty than tbay bad .bkhfiito 
attained, has next been taken into coi^û4etatioB^ in oitAck 
to ékdi this, it has been regulated, that 3 1250^900 iiwet 
[93,7501.3 including their eftimated value qI 9GCt€X)0 
[37)50ol.3 ihould conftantly be left thercu The jirofits 
accruing from this ftock are to remain during ten years» 
and to be applied to the increafe of the capital, aod no 
dividends are to be made of them. 

TiU thefe latter times, the (hip fitted out in Europe for 
China, ufed always to carry with them the faâors who 
were to make up the. cargoes. It . has judicioufly been 
^sigined, ' that agents reuding among thefe cekbrated 
people, woulâ enter more into t£e fpirit of the nation, and 
would make their fales.aod pucchafes .with greater facility 
a^ advantage. In this view, four faékors have been fixed 
sit Canton, to manage there the inteieHs of the company 
that Has chofen them. 

Thé Danes had formerly a fmall fettlement 00 the 
lilAn^s of Nicobar. The e:ipençe of it was trifling, but it 
yidded nothing ; and therefore i^s very prudently beea 
given up." » 

The company had contra£ied the habit of gcauting, 
upon mortgage» * credit of fcvcral years to the purchafert. 
TUé indulgence frequently obliged them to borrow con* 
fiâeîal}lé fums at Axhilerdam, or at Copenhagen. A prao» 
tlce ^hknpwn to the rival nations has been violentiy op^ 
pofed. It would havcrbeen dangerous, perhaps, to gpivc it 
tip entirely ; but it has been retrained within iuch narrow 
hounds, that it can no longer create miftiuft. 

To thefe principles ofxommer^re, rauchiMperiortothofe 
that were followed before, the company have - adtku the 
advantages of a dite^lion better r^gru^ited, OM)i*e enlighten* 
cd, an^ i^ore çlofdy fupenotend^. 
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Univerfal confidence has been the refult of thefe prudent 
combinations. Although the dividend has rifen no higher 
than eight percent, in 1775, and ten per cent, in 1774, 
and 1775, yet there has been a profit of twenty-five and 
thirty per cent, upon the (hares. Their price would in 
all probability have been ftill higher, if the internal peace 
of the Society had not of late been'fo fcandaloufly dif- 
turbed. 

The old company confined their operations to the trade 
of China. Among all thofe they had to choofe» this was 
the one in which they had the leaft rifk to run, and tbe 
greateft profit to expeéfc. Without giving up this fource 
of riches, other means of acquiring them, which had been 
too long negleéled, have been purfued. 

The coaft of Malabar, it is true, has not taken up mucb 
of the attention of the company. Formerly, no more than 
fixty thoufand height of pepper were annually drawn 
from Colefchey and Caficut. Thefe purchafes have not 
had any confiderable increafe, but there was reafoa to 
hope that affairs would wear a more proniifing afpeô in 
Benfi;al. ' 

Tne Danes had but jaft made their appearance in the 
Indies, when they fixed themfelves at Cninchurat, upon 
the borders of the Ganges. Their misfortunes drove them 
from this opulent region during more than a century. 
They came there again in 1755, with a defire of fixing 
themfelves at Bankibafar, which had belonged to the 
Oftend company. Commercial jealoufy, which is become 
the ruling paffion of our times, fraft rated their defîgns, 
and they were reduced to the neceffiiy of founding Fre- 
dericNagor in the neighbourhood. This fadory coft an- 
nually 22,500 livres [95 7I» los.] more than was coUcÔcd 
from its territory and thecuftoms ; and thisexpence, though 
ioconfiderable, was ftill greater than the tranfaâions would 
bear. ' The care that was taken, after the renewal of tbe 
charter, to fend fome money to tliis too rauch-negleftcd 
fettlement, began to give it fome (hare of animation ; but 
it foon fell again to nothing. Its deftru£lion is owing to 
its having been placed in a ftate of abfolute dependence 
upon Tranquebar. 

This firft of the Danifii colonies has an excellent terri- 
tory» which, though only two leagues in circumferencCi 
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had formeHy a «population of thirty thoufii&d perfons. 
There were even ten thoufand of thefe in the city itfdf* 
Rather a greater number were found in a large vilhigc, filled 
wkh coarfe manufaâares. The remainder were ufefiitty 
empbyed In fome places of lefs confequence. Thefe» with 
three hundred workmen, faâorSf merchants, or iioldiers» 
were all the Europeans fixed in the fettlement. Its re* 
venue amounted to 100,000 livres [4166L 13s. 4d. J and 
was fufficient for its expences* 

In procefs of time, confufion took place in the colony» 
which yielded lefs, and coft twice as much. The adven* 
turers weat away ; the manufaâurers langui(hed» the pur* 
chafers were dinumfliedt and a very fcanty profit oiây was 
obtained upon thofe that were ordered at diftant periods. 
Impoflible as it was to make any advances to the work- 
men, it was necefiary to pay for the merchandise fire^and* 
twenty or thirty per cent, dearer than if the cuftoms of 
the country had been complied with. 

Since the year 1772, the afjpeâ of Tranquebar has been 
changed. A fmall degree of liberty, fome ftock, a better 
adminiftration, and an increafe of territory, combined with 
other caufes, have improved its condition. But its defiinyV 
any mofe than that of the fociety which regulates it, will 
Berer be brilliant. 

The local pofition of Denmark, the difpofition of its in- 
habitants,- the degree of its power relatively confidered \ 
every circumftance, in a word, is unfavourable to its carrying 
on a great trade with India. Are its provinces fufficiently 
rich to fumiih the fums necefiary for large undertakings ; 
or will foreigners truft their property with a fociety, tub- 
je£l to the caprice, and expofed to the vexations, of unlimit* 
ed authority \ It is in the nature-of a defpotic government 
to diflblve the ties which ought to unite nations ; and when 
once this fpring is deftroyed, it can never be reftorcd. It 
il mutual confidence which draws men together, and com- 
bines their interells ; and arbitrary power is incompatible 
with this confidence, becaufe it puts an end to all fecurky. 
The projeâ. formed in 1728, of transferring from Copen* 
haffcn to Altona the feat of the Afiatic trade, might pof- 
fibly be attended with fome advantages \ but could not re- 
move any of the obftacles we have been mentioning. We 
may therefore venture to aifirm» that England and fiolland 
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were guilty of a needleftf a6t of tyranny^ wbeii they op- 
pofcd tbÎ8 domellic plan of a free aod lodepeodent power. 
Can the man who has any concern for mankiod» aod 
who is not pofTefTed of the narrow foul of a monk, to whom 
the circuit of his cloiftered prifon is all, and the reft of the 
univerfe is nothing ; can fuch a one conceive any thing 
more abfurd aod more cruel than this inBunous jealoufy of 
the great powers ; this horrible abufe of their iurength, im 

Çreveiiting feeble ftates from improving their condition ? 
/he individual who (hould think of a<Eling the (kme part in 
the midft of his country, which they do among other na- 
tions, would be looked upon as the moil execrable of malc- 
faâors. £ngli(h, French, Putch, Spaniards, and Ger- 
mans, this is the honeft motive for which you take up arms, 
and maflacre each other ! It is to determine which of 70a 
(ball retain the cxclufive privilege of tyranny, and the mo- 
nopoly of profpenty» I am aware that you colour this 
atrocious projeéi with the pretence of providing for your 
own fecuTity •: but how can you be credited, when it is evi- 
dent that you fet no bounds to your ambition ; and that 
the more powerful you are, the more imperious you be- 
come ? You are not facisfied with requirias; every thing 
that it is in your own private intereft to obtain,, jour pride 
fometimes prompts you to afk what it would be fhamefbi 
to grant. You do not confider that a people cannot be 
degraded without fatal confequences. Their honour may 
lie dormant for a time ; but fooner or later it will be ronfed, 
and they will avenge themfelves : and as humiliation ia the 
molt oneniive of all injuries» fo it is that which is moft 
feverely felt and moft cruelly revenged. 



E/iabli/hmenf of That knowledge of trade and govenw 
an India com- ment, and that found philofophy, which 
pany at Ojlend* infeniibly fpread over all Europe, met 

with invincible obftacles in fome mo- 
narchies. Thefe improvements could not reach the court 
of Vienna, which was wholly intent upon projcéU of war 
and aggrandifement, by conqueils. The £nglj{h and 
Dutch^ whofe attention was engaged in preventing France 
from increaHng her commerce, her fettlements, and her 
navy, excited enemies againd her on the continent, and 
laviihed immenfe fums upon the houfe of Auftria, which 
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were employed agalnfl f ranee: but, at the peace» the 
luxury of.ooe crown reftored more riches to the other than 
it bad taken from it by the war. 

The power of the houfe of Auftna, whkh ought to be 
formidable frpcn the extent of its dominions, is confined by 
reafon of its latuation ; for moft .of its provinces are diflant 
from the fca. The foil of the country yields but a fma]! 
quantity of wine» .and few of the produdiions that are fo 
niiicb valued by other nations. It affords neither oi)» 
iîlk» nor âne wool, which are fo . much in repute. This 
Aate bad no. prétendons to opulfnoc».and knew not how tp 
be frugal* With theufual luxury «nd.ppmp pf great 
cQttrtB». it .gave no encourageipentt'Ojndûftry dnd.m^u* 
faâsisetjr. which might. have Uppltetl the means. of indyl^ing 
Uiat -expenfive tafte» The contempt wj^oh it bad ^^^ys 
&ewn for the fcteâces, prevented its progreiii iif eiiery thkg* 
Artifta will. never, be eminent in any country where they^ 
are not afiifted. by men 0f learning. Sc^^cev and .4urts muft 
both laaguiiht wherever a freedom of tUnking.i^.npt allow- 
ed* The pride and intolerant fpii k of the howfe of AMftria 
kept her vaft donmtn^ in a date of poveHy» fuperftitioo» 
and a rude kind of luxuty. 

Even the Low Countries» formerly* ip celebrated for Their 

aâivity and indufiry» -retained nothing of their ancient 

Cplendour. > The traveller» who went to Antwerpt beheld 

with aftoniihment the ruins of a city formerly fo flourifliingpr 

He comparedats exchange with the fuperb edifices of pa- 

gaaifna» after the abolition . of idolatry. It prefented the 

Sune folitudcy the fame majefty. The indigent and rnekm^ 

choly citizens were obferved walking about it», as under 

Conuantine ; the tattered priefts were feen roaming around 

their deferted temples» or fitting at the foot of Uie altM 

wh«re the hecatombs had been facrificed» and telling the 

people their fortunes for a fmall piece of copper. Antp 

werp» which had been, for two centuries» the ftorehoufe of 

the north» had not now a fingk fhip in its harbbur. BruC- 

fds and Louvain» far from fupplying other nations with 

thejr elothing, bought their own ofthe Englifh. That 

valuable articki the herring^fiihery, had paffed from Bruge$ 

to H^knd^ Ghent» Courtray, and fome other towns» 

found their linen and iace manufaâures decriafe daily • 

Thofe provinces» placed between the. three moft ehlîffhtwi* 

V9LIL H 
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cd and moft trading nations in Europe, had not been able» 
with all their natural advantages» to fupport fo powerful a 
competition. After driving Tome time againft oppreihon» 
tgaihft impediments multipUed by ignorance, ^d againft 
the privileges which a rapacious neighbour extorted from 
the continual wants of government^ they, were totally fallen 
to decay. 

Prince Eugene, as great in a political, as he was in a 

foiUtary capacity, with a mind fupcrior to every prejudice, 

had been long in fearch of the means of enriching a power» 

the boundaries of which he had fo greatly enlarged ; when 

à propofal was made to him of eftabliihing an India com* 

-pznj 9k Oftend. Thé firft contrivers of this fckeme had 

^ery extenfive views* They pretended that, if this luider- 

taking could be accomplifiied, it would excite a fpirit of 

induftry in all the ftates under the dominion of tlie hoofe of 

Auftria ; would fupply that power with a navy, one part 

•of which would be m the Netherlands, suid the other at 

'Fiume and Trieft } would refcue it from the kind of de» 

•pendence it was ftiU under for the fubûdies from En^laod 

«nd Holland ;. and reader it formidable to the coa^s of 

Turkey, and even to the city of Conftantinople. 

The able minlfter, to whom this was addrefied, was very 
fenfible oîf the value of fuch overtures ; he would not, how- 
'ever, be too precipitate. To accuftom his own court and 
all Europe to this new eûàbliihitient, he ordered that two 
ihips fhould be fent out to India in 171 7» with only his 
own paiFports. Their voyage was fo fuccelsfid, that more 
iirere fent out the following years* E^ery expedition prov« 
ed fortunate ; and in 1722 the council of Vienna thoBght 
it was neceffary to fecure the property of .the adventurers,- 
^ho wçre moiUy Flemings, by the mod ample charter that 
Yver had been granted. The only ftipulation made, was» 
•that the coinpany fhould pay to government, till the end of 
the year 1724, three per cent» upon every thing exported 
:or impocted, and after that .period fix per cent. 
' ^ I'herapacityofallgovernmentsis inconceivable. Through* 
out -the -whole courfe of this hiflory^ we ihall not find per- 
llaps one fingle indance, in which the tax has not accompa- 
lued the undertaking ; not one fovereicrn, who has not been 
defirous of fecuring to himfelf part of the harveft before it 
^as gathered in, without perceiving that thefe premtturc 
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cxaôîons were the furefl way of deftroyîn^ xC» From 
whence does this kind of deHnam arife ^ Is it from igno<- 
raoccy or from poverty ? Or, is there a fecret reparation of 
the iotercft pectdiar to government, from the general inte« 
rcftoftheftate? 

Howerer this may be, the new company, wluch had a 
capital of fix millions of florins, or io«8oo>ooo livres 
[45C,oooL] appeared with advantage in all the markets of 
India. They made two fettlemeqts« that of Coblom be* 
tween Madras and Sadrafpatnam, on the coafl of Coroman- 
dd; and that of Bankibafar, on the Ganges. They were 
even in fearch of a place where their fhips might touch for 
fcfreihments, and had turned their views upon Madagafcar 
for that purpofe. The company were fo fortunate as to ht 
able to repofe an entire confidence in their agents, who had 
ihewQ a degree of rciblution fufficient to lurmount every 
ohibcle that jealoufy had thrown in their way ;^ and a (hare 
of underftanding, which had extricated them from all the 
inares that had b^en laid for them. Thi's confidence was 
ftiHincreafed by the richnefs of their returns, and the value 
of .their ihares, which brought in fifteen per cent. It is not 
tobe fuppofed they would have been difappointed, had not 
thdr projeéls been oppofed by political interefls. To give 
a clear idea of the reafons of this policy, we muft trace the 
fubjeft from the beginning. 

When Ifabella h^d fent out fhips to faci- Caufes of tht 
iitate the difcovery of America, and which drJiruSton of 
proceeded as far as the PhiUppine iflands, the company 
Europewas funk in fuch a ftate of ignorance, at OJUtid. 
that it was thought proper to prohibit all 
fubjeâs of Spain, who were not natives of Caflile, from na- 
vigating to the Eafl and Wcfl Indies. That part of the 
Low Countries which had not recovered its liberty, having 
been ceded, in 1598, to the infanta tfabeUa, on her mar» 
nage with the archduke Albert, the new fovereigns wibre 
required to enter into a folemn engagement not to have any 
ooQcern in this trade. When thefe provinces were again 
united to the monarchy in 1638, no alteration was made in 
this odious ftipulation.^ The Flemings, juilly offended at 
.being abridged of the right, which all people are by nature 
Atitledto^ of trading wherever other nations are not Icgal- 



s 7) Hisro&T OW SSTTLEUKNTS AUD TtlAOE Boot V* 

1t poflcfied of an exclufire pr^rilege» çompUned lotidiy of 
tm&impofition. They were feconded hj their governor, the 
cardinal Infiintt who procured the permiffion to trade to 
the Eaft Indies. The aft to ratify this grant was not yet 
iifued» when Portugal (hook off the yoke under which it 
had fo kmg been opprefTed. The . fear of' increafing the 
diiicontent of the Portuguefe» whom the Spaniards wifiied 
Yather to footh» prevented the introduâioi^ of a new rival 
to the Fortuguefe in Afia, and protraéled the conclufion of 
this important affiiir. It was not yet fettled» when ft was 
refolved at Munfter, In 1646» that the fubjeâs of the king 
of Spain fhould never extend their trade in. India beyond 
what it was at that period* This aét ought not to hare 
been lefs binding to the emperor than it was^lo the court of 
Madrid ; fince he pofTciTes the Low Countries on the fame 
terms, and with the fame reftridlions, they were fubjeâ. to 
when under the dominion of Spain* 

jSuch were the arguments made ufe of by the EnglTfli 
and the Dutch, in order to effeéi the fuppreluon of the new 
company, the fuccefs of which gave them great uneaiineis. 
Thofe two allies, who by their maritime forces could have 
entirely deilroyed Oftend and its trade, were defirous of 
avoiding adifpute with a power, which they themfelveshad 
raifed, and Inrhich they thought they ftood in need of againft 
the houfe of Bourbon. ISo that, though they were deter- 
mined not to fuffer the houfe of Auftria to go to the fource 
of.their riches, they contented themfelyes with making re- 
mouftrances on the violation of the mod folemn engage- 
ments. They were feconded by^France, which was equal- 
ly .interefted in this matter, and was alfo guarapteé of the 
violated treaty. 

• The emperor paid no regard to th^fe reprefentatibns. 
He was induced to perfift in his undertaking by the obfli* 
|kacy of his own difpofition^ by the ambitious profpeâs that 
•had: been. fuggefted to him, and by the great privfleges and 
indulgences granted by* Spain to the merchants rèfîding in 
his dominions» That crown then entertained the hopes of 
obtaining the.heirefs of the houfe of Auflria for Don Car- 
los, and thought no conceffions too great for fuch an alli- 
ance. The union of thofe two courts, which had always 
been confidered as irreconcilable, alarmed all Europe. 
£very nation thought itfelf in danger., Numberlefs leagues 
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«rere^forroed, and many treaties concluded, to cndeaTOor to 
diflblTc that connexion, which was thought to be more 
dangerous than it really was. All thcfc attempts were in« 
leffeâualy tiU the council of Madrid, having no more trea- 
fures to lavifh upon Germany, were convinced that they 
were purfuior a vifionary intereft. Auftria was not furpriu 
cd at the defeâion of her ally, and feemed determined to 
aflçrt her claims, and efpecially her commercial intereftsk 
Whether the maritnne powers were intimidated by tWa 
fteadinefa, or whether, as was more probably the cafe» tl^ 
only confuked the dii^ates of found policy, they determin- 
ed to guarantee the pragmatic fanétion in 1727. The court 
of ViSenna acknowledged this important fervice> by facrifi* 
dng the Oil end company. 

Thooeh the public ads take notice only of a fufpenfion 
£)r feven years, the proprietors plainly faw that their ruin 
!«ra& determined upon, and ^at tnis ilipulation was only in-» 
îwted from refped to tJie itftperial di|;miy. They had too 
high an opinion of the court of London and the ftates çr* 
ami, to luppofe they would have Secured the in^infibihtj 
of the Aufuian dominions fora mere temporary advantage. 
This perfuafion determined them to think no more of Of**^ 
ieod, and t» diipofe of their ftock fortie other wâjjr* Theyt 
made feveral fucceffive attempts to form an eftablifhment at 
Hamhargh, at Trieft, and in Tufcany ; but aH their endea» 
*Qurs proved abortive, either from the badnefs of the iitua- 
tion, the efforts of powerful nations, or the intrigues of po» 
litics. Thofe were the moft fuccefsful who turned their 
ticws towards Sweden* 

m 

The ftudy of nations is of all others the S^iJt/b Eqfi'Iih' 
ffloft intcrcfting. The obferver delights ^a company* Ri» 
to be acquainted with the particular voftttioru in tbegO" 
ftroke of charader that diftinguifhes vernment of âat 
each people» and to feparate it froni the natton» 
Aûnacrous general charaderiftics that ac- 
company it* în vain has this diâîngulfhing mark taken a 
tinâure from events : in vain have natural or' moral canfes 
ahered the (hades of it. A pçnetratîngcyc traces it through 
aM thcfe dlfgmfes, and perceives it notwrthftanding thcfe 
variations. The more exténfive the field of obfervation is,, 
the greater ngmbcr of ages it prefcnts to be eflimated, andi 

"3 
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of periods to inreftigatCy fo mueh the more eafier » it to 
determine the problem. Every age, and every period, gives, 
if we may be allowed the exprefllon, its own eqtxation ; and 
ail thefcr cannot be folved vi'ithout difcovering the truth» 
which was, as it were, wrapped up in them. 

But the deiire of. being acquainted with a nation, muft 
increafe in proportion to the part it has borne upon the 
tlieatre of the univerfe, and to the influence it hsâ had io 
thofe majeilic or terrible (cencs that have agitated the globe. 
The cauie and e£Fe6ks of this great tumult atttaét equally 
the attention of the learned and of the multitude j and \t vb 
ieldom that we are tired of refleéiing upon them. Are the 
Swedes to be ranked among the people who have acquired 
a celebrated name ? This is a ppint which my readers will 
decide. 

Sweden waé litHe known before its ferocious inhabitauti 
had concurred with the other barbarians of the North in 
the fubverfion of the Roman empire. After they had 
fpread deftruéiion with the violence and rapidity* of a tol^ 
reHit, they returned to their forkner obfcurity. An uncuh^ 
yated and defert region, without mttmners, -isrithout pc^icy, 
and without form of government, could fcarce fix the at* 
tention of Europe, which was then but littfe enlighteaed^ 
and which made no efforts to emerge from its ignbrance. If 
, we may believe fome old chronicles, of dQubtfiil authofity, 
plunder and affafllnations were very frequent. Sometimei 
one fingie chief ruled over the whole country, which at 
other times was divided among feveral mafters. Thçfe ri- 
vals, greedy of power, had recourfe to the mod fhameful or 
moft violent methods to fupplant each other ; and retrolu^ 
iionswcre perpetually taking pjace- It was between fa- 
thers and children that thefe wars were more particularly 
inveterate. Chriflianity, which was adopted in this .coun- 
try at the end of the eighth, or the beginning of the aintfa 
çeiituYy, did not produce the lead alteration in the condi- 
tion of thtfe people. The fame animofity, the fame con- 
teds^ and the fame calamities, were Ûill experienced. This 
dreadful date had been but very little improved, when fome 
unfortunate events placed Sweden under the dominion of 
the Danes, or in a kind of- alliance which partook of flave- 
ry. This fhameful bondage was diiFolved by Gudavus Va- 
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&, who» ÎB 15^ If was cbofcii admîniftratpr of the ftate, and 
tHKo year» after,. iumonavck** - '- ' . * 

The emiwft was then in a ftata. df anarchy. The prieAs 
eiercifed tbepnncipal authority ; and the treafury receiy*. 
edamnaally no more than twenty-four thoufand . marks of. 
Shety although the puhltq expences amounted to fixty thou», 
fand. The iiew king (hewed himfclf worthy of the (itua- 
tioQ to whîçjU he was raifed, by concentrating in his hands» . 
powers th^t were difFufely fqattcrcdy by rendering. the crow» 
hereditary ia hils family, by depriving the clergy of part of 
thdr ufurpations, by tub(Ututing. lutheranifm to theefta-' 
hliflied form of worHiip, and by prudently fettling^thc na^i 
tore aad appropriation of the taxes: but this loverggUt ' 
having cSarried his fyftem of reformation too far, précipitât* 
ed his fubje^s into misfoituacs, which might» and ought to . 
h9yebeep,.for€fc$n^, : 

S\7c4e9, which from. thjB nature of its produâions» its 
vaatst and the extent of its çoaâs, feeooed dcftined.foi' »•: 
i%ation, had neverthelefs negleâcdît» finçe its inhabitants 
hsd been difgufted of piracy* The people of Lubecji trad^. 
ed with them for their provifioBS 4 andbropght t^em fait» 
iiiSg, and all the foreign merchandize they confumed* ^o^ 
ihips were feen in their roads ^ nor were there any magra» 
zioes in their, towns, which did not belong to that repubUc- 

The haughty foul of Guftavus could not brook this de- 
pendence. He was- determined to break the bands that- 
cramped the induilry oF his fubjeds ; but he. was too preci* 
pitate in his meafures. He (hut his harbours again ft the 
people of Lubeck, before he had built any fhips, and be- 
fore he had got any merchants. From this period there 
Was fcarce any further intercourfe between his fubjcAs and 
other nations, The whole kingdom fell into a ilate of lan« 
^uor, ai which it ,would be difficult to form any adequate 
âea. Some Englim and Dutch (hips, which appeared there;. 
St diftant intervals, had but imperte£^ly remedied this evil» 
when Guilavus Adolphus afcended the throne. 

He ûgnalized the firll years of his reign by feveral ufeful 
alterations* Agriculture was encouraged ; the mines were 
worked with greater (kill ; compam'es were formed to trade 
^0 Perfia and the Weft Indies ; the foundations of a new^ 
<;olony were laid on the coaft of North Amcri^ca... Thc- 
^wedifli Hag was difplayed in all the European latitudes. 
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Thk new fpin't was of fliort duntioh. The fiiccefs of 
the great Guftavus in' war, tuit^ed entirely the genitts of 
the nation to anns. All men were ftnnulated with the de- 
fire of rendering th^îr names illuftrious» hy- following tbe 
traces of this hero and of bis difciples. The hope of plun- 
der was united to the love of glory. Every man was eager 
to conquer the enemy» and to e'nrich hii^felf with their 
fpoils. The' national education was entirely mSitary, and 
the houfes feemed to he converted into camps. The tern- 
plesy the caftles, and even thcfimpleft dwelling-placesy weie 
adorned with numbericfs trophies. One veneration of fol- 
diers was fucceedcd by ariother of a fimilar or' ftill more 
daring nature. This enthufiafm had fpread itfelfatbong 
the lower tanks of people, as among the hieheft. Laboure 
ùf a fuperior^ or of a meaner kind^' were ml 'equally defptf* 
^d^ and a Swede thought himfelf bonf^iily to conqacr, 
and to regnkle the deft itiies of empires. This martial fury 
liad been carried heyènd all bonnds under <%arles XII, but 
îtwte cKtinguiflied after the tragiesd death of that extraor- 
4)nary man. 

' The Swedes then became quite another people. The 
-âhauàed ftate of the kingdom; the lois of former coa- 
iqiiefts ; the elevation of- Ruffia ; c^very circumftance, in a 
word, tended to difguft the nloft confident of a fyftem, 
which it was no longer poffible to follow with any hopes of 
fUccefti or even without the rifle of completing the niin of 
an e<£fice already fhtiken by repeated ^nd violent (hocks* 
l?eace was the wi(h both of thofe who had grown old in the 
iervice of the field, and of thofe whofe age had not yet call- 
ed them to bear arms. The' c^ of thé whole nation was 
for its liberty, which had been fucceffively attacked with 
precaution, deftroyed by Charles XI, and even the (hadow 
of which had been taken away by the unfortunate monarch 
who had juft defcended into die grave without ifiue. All 
the orders of the ftate were aflembled ; and without aboliih- 
ing the regal title, they reftored the republican form of go* 
vemment, and even gave it a greater degree of extenuos 
than it had had before. 

Thit great revolution was not preceded by any commo- 
tion, nor followed by any difturbance. AU the chaoses 
were piiade upon mature deliberation. The firft attentioa 
was paid to the mqft neceftary profefiions, which till tbea 
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had beed unnoticed or defpifed. The* arts of convenience,, 
or elegance, were foon introduced. The youne nobility 
travelled into every part of Europe where they might gain 
juiy kind of knowledge. Thofe citizens, who had been for 
a long time abfent from their country while tt remained in- 
a date of ruin and devaftation, returned and brought back 
with them the various talents they had acquired. Order, 
political economy, and the feveral branches of government, 
became fubjeé^s of iftquiry. Whatever concerned the re- 
public was maturely dilcufled in the general aflfemblies, an^ 
•^eely approved or cenfured in the public writings*. Some 
ufeful publications, upon, the abflrufe fciences appeared,, 
which were worthy of the notice of the mod enlightened 
nations. A language» hitherto barbarous, was at length 
fixed to ibme grammatical rules, and acquired^ in procefs of 
time, a degree of precifion and elegance. ' The manners 
and morals of the people underwent ttill more neceffary and. 
more fortunate alterations.. Folitenefs, affability,, and a. 
fpirit of coniniunication, fucceeded to that ftemnefs of tem* 
per, and that roughnefs of chara£tçr, which a continual 
Hate of warfare had left behind it.. Improvements of every 
kind were adopted,, from whatever part of the globe ^hey 
came*. Foreigners,, who introduced, any new difcoveries, or 
any branch of ufe&l knowledge, met with encouragement ;, 
and it was àt this favourable junélure that the agen^ oj^ the. 
OfteAd. companymade their appearance. 

A iti€ n merchant of Stockholm, nam# 72^ Svstdès bam^' 
td Henry Konmg, approved of their ajbarè in the Jn* 
Ichemes,. and procured the approbation fia trade* Man^ 
of the- diet in 173 1. An India company nrr in whicb tb^ 
was eftablilhed, with an exclulîve prîvi'- amJuS^t^: 
lege of trading beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope.. The charter was only for fifteen years; It wa^j^. 
%hoQght ^at this would be the beft expedient,, either tq af* 
ford an early opportunity of reâifyîng any impcrfeClipns in- 
cident to new undertakings, or to relieve the anxiety oi 
many citizens who warmly oppofed an enterprife, which, 
they thought repliant to the nature of the çlîn^até aiid. 
the conftxtution. unorder, as much as pofiible,.to .unite; 
the advant^ges'.of a free trside with thoiffe of a pri^il<|ge'4 af- 
fioc^iauoni it was agreed that the (lock (hould iA>t be fitèd», 

Hi 
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and that each proprtetor (hould be at liberty to withdraw 
lifs own at the end of everv voyage. As mod of the adven- 
turers were foreigners, chiefly Flemings, it was thought 
equitable to fecure a profit to the nation, by oblieiflg ihcm 
to pay the government fifteen hundred filver dollars, or 
three thoufand three hundred and ninety livres [141L 5»»] 
»pon the carço of every (hip. 

This taaj did not prevent the company from fitting out 
five-and-twcnty fhrps during the time that their charter laft* 
ed. Three of thefe were fcnt to Bengal, and two-and- 
twenty to China. One of thefe (hips was wrecked with its 
whole cargo, and three of them peri(hed without any lad- 
ing. Notwithftunding thefe misfortunes, the proprietor», 
'befide their capital, received eight hundred feventeen and a 
half per cent, which, one year with another, amounted to 
fifty-four and a half per cent, a profit infinitely great, 
though each of the proprietors was obliged to make and to 
pay his own infurances out of it. ; 

la 1746 the. company obtained a new charter for twenty 

years. They difpatched fucceffively three veffels to Surat, 

and thirty*three to Canton, one of which was wrecked with 

all its lading, near the place of its deliination. The profits 

of the proprietors aroie to eight hundred feventy-one and 

cne quarter per cent, or forty-three per cent, every year. 

A remarkable event difliuguimed this charter from the firft* 

From the year 1753, the proprietors eave up the liberty 

they had sdways enjoyed, of withdrawmg their capital at 

pleafure, and refolved to form themfelves Into a permanent 

body. The. date induced them to confent to this new ar* 

rangement, by taking no more than a duty of twenty per 

cent, upon all the mercantile articles that fhould be comum* 

'Cd in the kingdom, inftead of feventy*five thoufand livret 

Î3125I.] which ft had received for (even years paft upon 

every ^voyage. This facrifice had been made with a defigo 

. i|^ enable' the Swedifh company to fuftain the competition 

"it ihÂ, wliich had jud. been eftabliihed at Embdcn : but the 

public neceflities occ^pned this indulgence to be retradled 

là 1765. iPerfi^y was carried fo far^ that even all the ar« 

rêa^rs were required to be paid. 

In 1766, the monopoly was renewed for twenty yeais 
more* The conipany lent thegoyerninent 1^1250,000 livret 
{ji^pSjl, fis. Wi] without ijitcrc^i ^d. twice that ûuaup- 
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on an intereil o£ fix per cent. The firft of thefie loans wa»"^ 
to be fuci;€ifi?ely paid off by retaining the 93f 750 livres. 
|^39o61« 15s.]] which the company had engaged to give for ' 
every (hip they fitted oat ; and the fécond was to be return- 
ed at four flipulated periods. Before the firil of January/ 
1778» one-and-twenty veCTels had beenfent off» all for Chi* 
na ; four of which were dill expeâed. The fcventecn that* 
had returned^ had brought back with thenv twenty-two* 
millions fix hundred thoufand pounds weighs of tea» and 
ibme other articles ofmuch lefs importance. • It cannot be 
prccifcly afcertained what profits have accrued from thefe* 
expeditions ) but it may be prefumed that they- were con^ 
fiderable» fkce the ihares have gained as far as two*and*forty 
per cent* It is however. generally k^iown, that the divid-^ 
end was twelve pier cent.in 177O9 and that it has been fix - 
per cent, afi^tbe other years» and that .the comp^iny it char* 

ged with the infuraiices fince 175^.1 

The-company. have fixed the feat of their affairs at Got* - 
tenburg» the pofition of which afforded conveniences for^thc 
fitting out of (hips» and for the fale of goods» which were- 
not to bt met with in the other ports of the kingdom. A 
preference fo ufeful has Confiderably increafed activity in its ' 
load» and the cultivation of its territory.. 

At the origi» of the company» their (lock varied from one ' 
voyage to another. • It was faid to be rated at. fix millions 
[250,000!.] in i753i and at five [20813331. 68. 8d.] only at 
the laft convention. * The beft-infonned perfons know no* - 
thlngnpon this important point exeept from mere conjeeiUref > 
for the matter was never laid before the public. As the Swedes ^ 
had at firft much lefs concern in this dock than they have 
had fince» the government have thought proper to envelop 
it in myftery. In order to effeél thi8^ it 'was enaéted, that 
any direâpr who fhould divulge the namear of • the proprie<- 
tors, or the Turns they had fubfcribed» (houldbe fufpended, • 
or even depofed» and fhould forfeit for ever all the money, 
he had ventured in this undertaking. This fpirit 'of myU - 
tery, inconceivable in. a free, country» continued five-and» 
thirty years. • Twelve- of the proprietors were indeed to ex« - 
amine the accounts of the diredlors every four years : but 
thefe examiners were appointed by the direélion* Since ' 
Ae year 17(7» the / proprietors themfelves are the perfonf <^ 
who cboofe thefe conunifikriesi and who receive tneir f^- 
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ports at a geAcral meeting'. Thia new arrangement wiK 
Certainlj have dlminiflied corruption. Secrecy in politics 
is like lying ; it may jprefenre a ftate for the montent, but 
muft certainly rain it in the end. Both are only fenrioe- 
able to evil-minded perfotis. 

The produce of tne Tales has not always hceo equal. It 
has been more or lefs confiderable, according to the num- 
ber and fize of the (hips employed in the trade ; and ac- 
" cordiag to the deamefs of the articles at the place of their 
Aifanufaélure^ or their fcareity in Europe. We may how- 
ever affirm, that it has fcarce ever been lower than two mil- 
lions of livres [83,333!. 68. 8d.] and has never rifen higher 
tlian five millions [208,333!. 68. 8d.] Tea has always 
yielded four fifths of this produce. 

It is with piaftres, bought at Caldiz,* that thcffe affairs 
hare been ttanfaded. The. little that has been brought 
from other parts does not defervc to be mentioaed. 
• The confumption in Sweden was at firfl rather more 
cbnftderable than it has been fince, becaufe originally there 
was no duty upon the Aiiatic productions. Moft of them 
teye been fmcc fubjeé^ed to a tax of twenty, or five-and- 
tWeiity per cent. $ fome of them even, fuch as the filks^ 
have been prohibited at times*^ Thefe taxes have reduced 
Ihe annual confumption of the kingdom to the Talue of 
three hundred thouland livres [11,5001.3 AU the reft ia 
cxpbrted» on paying to the ftate one eighth per cent, on the 
produce of tlie We. Sweden, confidenng the h'ttic fpecic 
it has, and the mediocrity of its intriniic refources, cannot 
admit of a higher degree of lutury i of which we fhsdl fooa 
be coavtnced* 

PrtftnStflàtt Sweden, including that part of Finland 
if Sweden* and Lapland under its dominion, fs of prodi- 
gious extent. Its coalls, which are in gene* 
ral difficult of accefs, are embarraffed with an infinité num- 
ber of rocks, and many fmall iflands^ where ibme men, a^ 
moft favages, live by fiftiing. The interior part of the 
c^tHtj SB very mountainous. Some plains, however, are 
^ be' found» the foil of which» though fandy, maHby, and 
Ml of ferruginous matter, is not barren» e^^edaHy in the 
«dft foutivern prcmnces. To the nortbef the empire, want 
>4ni Wtt|^ the people^ thift they could live upon b«%ad made 
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of the bark of die birch tree» with a fbw roots and a little 
rye. In order to procure a nounfhment more wholefome 
and more agrceable, they have endeavoured to. fow fome of 
the high grounds» after hairing felled and burnt the trees 
that were upon them. The moil prudent among' them 
have griven up this praâlce^ after having obferved that trees 
and grafs no longer grew upon a don y and meagre foil, ex- 
haufted by two or three plentiful harVefts. very large 
fpaces of territory afe covered with lakes of greater or lefs 
extent : thefe ufelefs coUe^ilons of water have been ikilful* 
hr turned to advantage, In eftablllhing, with the help of 
lèverai rivers, canals, and (luIceSi an uninterrupted navlga« 
tion from Stockholm to Gottenburg. 

This iketch of the natural ftate of Sweden, il^ould in« 
duce us to fuppofe that this country was never much 
peopled,^ though It has fometlmes been called th« manufae» 
tory of human kinJJ Probably the numerous bands that 
came from thence, and which, under the fo-much*dreaded 
name of Goths and Vandals, ravaged and fubdued fo many 
regions of Europe, were only fwarms of Scythians and Sar- 
matlans, who came thither m a confiant lucceflioB bv the- 
noTth of Ada. Yet It would be, perhaps, a rolftake to. 
fuppofe, that this vaft country was always as thinly peopled 
as it is now. According to all probability, three hundred 
years ago, this country had more inhabitants than It has at 
prcfcnt, though at that time they profeflcd the catholic re- 
uglon, which enjoins the monadic life and the ceUbacy of 
the clergy'. The account taken In 175Ï did not compute 
the number of fouls at more than two millions two bun* 
dned and twenty-nine thoufand fix hundred and lîxty-one* 
In 1 769 this number was increafed by three hundred and 
forty«-three thoufand. It is generiAly fuppofed, that fince 
this period, the population, only the thirteenth part of 
which dwells in the towns, has not Increafed, bufhas nther 
diminiihed ; and this calamity is to be attributed to nmbyt 
and to the prevalence of epidemic difeafes* 

The ttuniber of inhabiunts would be greater In Sweden^ 
if It were not continually defertcd by the natives, who fre* 
^aently never return. There are men in all nations, who^ 
cither froiii motives of curlofity, or from a natural reftlefll.^ 
fl^i and without aay determinate pbjeft, are fond of golpg ] 
£rom «œ coontfy to another ; bat this is only the\Biàliid]r^ 
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of a few individuals» and cannot be confidcred as the .gene- 
ral caufe of à confiant emigration» There is a natural pro» 
penfity in all men to love uieir own coudtry» which is rather 
to be accounted for from moral, than from natural prin- 
ciples. An inherent fondnefs for fociety, the ties of mood 
and of fricndfhip, an acquaintance with the climate and 
language, that partiality we are fo apt to contraâ for the 
place, the manners, and the way of life we are accuftomed 
to ; all thefe are, to a rational being, fo many motives of 
attachment to the land in which he was born and educated* 
They muft be powerful inducements that can determine 
him to break all thefe ties at once, and to prefer another 
country, where all will appear extraordinary and new to 
him* In Sweden, where the' whole power reûdes in the 
ftates compofed of the feveral t>rders of the kingdom, even 
that of the peafants, every one (hould naturally be morejat- 
tached to hts country ^ yet emigrations are very frequent, 
and there is no reafon to be furprifed at it. 

The lands in cultivation were formerly divided Into four- 
fcore thoufand and fifty-two hemmans, or farms,, which it 
wab not permitted to parcel out* By an error ft ill more 
palpable, the laws had determined the number of perfoos 
that might live upon each of thefe farms. When this 
number was completed, the father of a family was oUiged* 
himfelf to expel from his houfe his children bom after that 
period, however he might be in want of them to increafe 
the mafs of his produaions. It had been expeâed that^ 
this regulation would pccafion the clearing of the tincultV 
vated lands, and produce new hemmans. But it (hould 
have been forfeen, that men, kept in fuch a date of op»- 
preffion, would neither have the will nor the means of at« 
tending to pew eflabUfhments ; and that moft^ of thenv 
would go into foreign xountries, in fearch of that tranquil-, 
lity of • which their own fo unjuftly deprived them. The 
eveé of the government. were not Oj^ned till the year 1748- 
At this period ic was at length underftood, that the public, 
required, thatthe labourers fhould have no greater extent 
of foil than they could conveniently work ; and the diet- 
allowed them to divide their inheritance. into aa many por-* 
tions as thçy ihbuld think proper.- This new arrange- 
ment of things has already leflened the emigrations, asd.- 
muft, in procefs of ximcp bring on the .improTcment «L 
a^colture. • 
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This was, it it (aid« in a tolerably-flouHflitn^ date wbea 
Guftavua Vaia afcended the throne. This opinion is eri- 
dentlj an improbable one, Tincc before that period the em* 
pire had only emerged from tbe horrors of anarchy, to pa& 
uader the yoke of &reîgn tyranny. It is at lirall a faét, that 
iiDce that time, this firft of the arts has been always in a lan- 
guid ftate* The nation has continually been reduced to the 
oecclfity of drawing a great part of its fubfiftence frZStn iti 
neighbours, and fometimes to the amount of fix or feven 
millions of livres [from 250>cooL to 29i>6661. 15s. 4d«] 
Many caufes have contributed to this misfortunc. Among 
the moil confiderable may be reckoned the diHribution of a 
fmall number of men over too great a fpace. The diilance 
àt which they were from one another, obliged each of then» 
fcparately to provide for almoil . all his own vrants, and 
has prevented them all from ferioufly devoting themfelves 
to any profeffion, and even to the cultivation of the lands* 

The infuffîciency of the harveils threw the ftate into con* 
tinual embarraiTments. The . meafures adopted . at diftant 
iiUervab to remove this evil, have not produced tbe defired 
effed. At length) in 1772, the government had the 
firainefs to ftrike^t the principal cank of it, by prohibit- 
ing the diitilling of the corn* Unfortunately, the laws were 
not of fufficient force to counteraâ the pamonthefe people 
had for this kind of fyirit ; and the ftate was obh'ged to re- 
lax the feverity of them. Its condefcenfion was not indeed 
carried £0 far, as to authorife the citizens to prepare this 
liquor themfelves, as they were ufed to do ; but it engaged 
to furnifh tbem with about three hundred thoufand tons of 
grain for this purpofe, inftead of a million of tons that were 
before employed in it. ^ 

Since this epocha» Sweden has drawn much lefs corn from 
foreign markets. Some of her writers on agriculture have 
even pretended, that (he miçht do witho^it this affiftancc» if 
the nation were to forfake its erroneous mçthods of. pro» 
ceeding in thefe matters. This opinion will not meet with 
many partifans. Whether it be from the defed of the (bil, 
aF climate, or of induftry, it is certain, that the fan^e pum- 
per of men working the fame number of days, and with 
the fame means, . do not bring forth in this region more 
than a third ^art of the produâions obuined ia more iqr^ 
tuaatc countries. 
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« Thefe d&dvaiits^es of agriculture «raft be compen fated 
hy the- mines «loft of which belonged formeily to the 
prieftt. From the hand» of the clergy they ^(Ted» in. 
1480» into thofe of the govermneot. By a (till more for- 
tunate revolution they have fidce liecome the property of 
individuals. 

There is only thje gold minei difcovercd in i758>. that 
has remained with the ftate- As it yields only feven or 
eight hundred ducats ^between 300L and 4€oI« on an. 
average} per annum ; and that thfs fum ia iiifuflicient to. 
defray the expences of working it, no native or &reigDe£ 
lias yet offeree to taki! it ujpon htméelf» 

The âlver mine of Safa has been known fince the- 
eleventh century. During, the courfe of the fourteenth, it 
yielded twenty-four thoufand marks y and in the fifteenth^, 
no more than twenty*one ^oufuPnd two hundred and. eighty- 
It f^l more and more, till the beginning of the century in 
^h»ch we- now live. At prefent it produces from fcventcea- 
to eighteen hundred marks every year. This is^ fifteen. 
4>r fiitteea times mose than all the other mines taken to^ 
gether. 

Alum, fulphur, cobalt, and vitriol, are more abundant». 
Thefe are nothing, however, or fcarcely any thir\g, in com» 
^irifon of the mines of copper, and efpecially. of iron.. 
•If rom the year 1754 to 1768, there were exported annually , 
fiine hundred arid ninety-five thoufand fix hundred and feveni 
quintsds of this lafl metaK It then became to be lefs ia 
vogue, because Ruffia brought to market iroa of the fame 
quality izoper cent, cheaper» The Swedes were obliçed tO; 
lower their price, and they muft lower it fhll more, in or* 
der not to lofe entirely thennofl important braqch o£ theic 
t^adc The moft intelligent among them have taken the 
refblution of working their iron themfelves*, and of convert- 
ing it into fteel, wire, nailfr, cannon, anchors, and other 
imaterials of primary neceifity to. other nations ; and the go- 
verftment has prudently encouraged this indnftry by gratis 
fications. Thefe favours have met with genend approba- 
tion ; vi^e opinions have been divided with, reipeét to 
thofe -granted to other manufafiures. 
• There wfts not, properly fpeakingi any manufa6hzre m« 
the kifigdofm at the memorable era.which reftored it to its 
liberty» It was fbon dif ided by two parties i one wb|[ di& 
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played an inordmatc paffioii for all fottt of manulilâûiest 
and lavîQied tbe t^oit exce(five c^cotirageiiKoU upon them 
ally witliout dîflmguiihîng thofc which might be ufcful 
from thpfe which might Ik prejudicial to .the ftate. 
Great cpnfuÊQn arofe, from which the nation emerged 
mlf to fall into an e^çefs equally fatal» The oppofite 
party haying prevailedt (howed M much a'vei^on for 
the manufaai^es of nccelfity» ' as for thefe that were 
nerdy works of Inxury» and deprived them both indifcri* 
minately of all the privileges and favovrs that had been 
heaped upon them» Notwithftandiog. the prodigalities of 
tl^ treafury, they had as yet acquired no confiftcnce ; and 
the fuppreSion of theft enormous grant» occafioned tlHpr 
total decay ^ The foreign artlfts» and even thofe of tbe 
country, difiipp^ared* The flattering profpeâ of. ]^to* 
aK>tiflg gi^ai induibry ranifted at once ; and the nation 
fçiund itÇelf n^rly in the bmt ftate as it wts in before the 
year 1720. r 

. The SAj^ea have not (bared the Amie fate at the arts. 
The only one that defervel o^r notice» in in politieal poiol 
of view»' if the herring fiflieiy. It cannot be traced iisrtbcr 
h9ck tlûin 1740. Bi^ore ilvit period» thç hcrrin|^ 414 Pot 
freqoent the <:9fts of Swed(n> .. They theii came in frole* 
to the cpaft of Ootttnburg, which they- have never &nce 
fbrlaken. The' najtioo eonuimes annually forty tboufand 
barrels of this ith ; and there are one Imndred and fisty 
thoufand barrels exported ; whicb« at the rate of thirteen 
livres ' fifteen fols [about iis* Sld*] each» brings in a re- 
venue of 2y200>ooo livres [911666L 13s. 44*} to the ftate* 

llie Swedifh nation Was not vet poffeilèd of this advan- 
tage, when the government refolved that foreign navigators 
(hottld not be alK>wed to introduce into the pdrtsof Sweden 
any other than the co^imoditîes of their own country ; and 
that. they (hould not even be permitted to convey thefe 
from one harbour of the kingdom to another* That fa-^* 
mous ediét» known by thé name of flacard des produSionSt 
reftored navigation, which had. long fince been annihilated 
by the calamitiea of war. À flag, which had been hitherto 
unknown, was now difplayed on all the feas. llie feamca 
foon acquired flcill and experience. Some able politician! 
were even of opinion that th^r pragrefs was growing too 
Goniiderablc fora depopulated country. They thought it 
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would be more advîfàbk to confine thcfnfelve» to the ex- 
portation of thdf own |)roduce, and the înripoi^atioQ of fuch 
foreign commodfttes as they wanted^ and totally to lay 
afide the mere freighting trade. This fyftem was warmly 
eppofed* Some able men were of opinion- that, far from 
reftraining this branch, of indndry» it ought to be en- 
couraged» by abolifhihg every regulation that might tend 
to obftrud it. The estclufive right of paffing the Sound 
was formerly appropriated to a few towns, diftinguiihcd by 
the name of Stifle. All the parts fituated to the north of 
Stockholm and Abo» were obliged to fend their comniodi- 
ties to one of thefe ftaples» and there to take in thofe of 
tiK Baltic, which they could ha^è procured dieaper at firft 
hand. TheTe odious diftindions, contrived in .bsCrbarout 
times, and^ tending to favour the monopoly 0^ merchants, 
ftill ftibfift to this day. TKe wifeft fpecuUtors iti political 
matters, wf(h -ta fee them aboli^ed^ thajt a more geneifai 
competition naay produce greater indufliry. ...... 

1/ we were to judge of the ti^de of Sweden hf the num- 
ber of fhips i|t employs, we ihoiild think it ^ry innportant. 
But when we contideri that this country feUs nothing but- 
tar, pitch, potafli, planks, HQif and coarfe elfieti^d^ we ûa& 
not be furj^fed to find, that its annual exports do not n* 
ceed 15,000^000 livres (^625,0601.] The'^ returns would 
ftill be lefs. by one-fourth ^ if we were . to- I5é regulated by 
the accounts of the cuftoms. But it is a known faél, that 
although they are only defrauded of fire per cent, upon 
the exports, yet they are cheated of five-and*twenty per 
cent, .on the imports. Admitting this, there would bé an 
almoft complete balance between what was fold and what 
was bought ; and the kingdom would neither gain nor lofe 
by its outward connexions. Perfons extremely' well vcrfed 
in thefe matters, pretend even that the balance Is to the 
difadvantage of the ftate, and that it has on]y filled up the 
deficiency which this circumftance muft have occafioned iff 
its fpecie^ by the help of the fubfidics that have been grant- 
ed by foreign powers. It .behoves the naiion to redouble 
all its efforts to extricate itfelf from fo difagreeable a fitua- 
tion. Let us examine whether the ^troops arc upon 'a 
better footing. 

Before the reign of Guilavus Vafe, every Swede was a 
foldieir. Upon an emergency of the Â^ite, the hufbandmaa. 
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left his plough, and ^ook up hû bow. Tht whole nation 
was mured to war by cinl commotions, whkh-were unfof^* 
tonatdy cootlnuaL Government had then but five hun« 
dred men in pay; but in 1542, this fm^ corps was in— 
creafed to ûx'. thooËMid* In order to be difencumbered' 
from the maintenance of thefe forces, it was fuggefted, that* 
a portion of the domains of the crown fliould be aifi^ned- 
to them. This plan, oppo&d for a long time by private 
interefts, was at length carried into execution. Charles XI 
refumed the royal lands, which his predeceiTors, and cfpe« 
cially queen Chriftina, had lavifhed upon their favourites, 
SDd fettled the moft valuable part of his army upon them. 

This army confifts at prefent of a body of twelve thou* 
fand and twenty-eight men, always alTembled, formed in« 
diicriminately of natives and forcicpers, having a r^ular* 

Say» and ferving to garrifon all the fortrefles of the £ing* 
om. There is another, corps fttU more diainguifhed, and 
confidered by the people as the bulw^k of the empire ; ft 
is that, which is known by the title of national troops. It 
confifts of thirty-four thou&od two hundred and fixty»fi» 
xncDi who are aflembled only one*aod-twenty days in every 
year. . They have no pay rbut they have received ftom go- 
ven»ment, y^ider. the name of ^<g^^A pofleffions iufficieat 
for their fubfiftençe. From the common . folàier to the 
geaeral, every man has a dwelling of his owpr and lands 
wHA he muft .cul^vate» The couvenieoces of the lodgings 
and the extent and value of the territory, are proportioned 
to the rank every man hplds i^ this corps. 
. This inftit uti^i has rcjcpyed :tj»e encomiums of alt Europe. 
Thofc who ^vc ftcn the «ffcàsof it upon the fpot, have 
heen Icfs warjn in thdr approbjation. pf it. They have ob« 
ferved, that thefe lands, which were pafîînf with rapiditf 
^m one poflcifor tp^ anQther, were always m the .greatext 
diforder : .that the^ character of the hufbandman was diame^ 
tncally oppofite to tbajL of the military man ; that the ma» 
who' cult -vated the land attached himfelf ,to' it, from the 
fare he bellowed u{K>n it, and never quitted it without re- 
gret ; while the foldier, led. by his profeiHon from one pro<i 
yince of the kingdom to another, of from one country to >a 
diftant region, ought always tp hold hitiofflf in readiness to 
Jûarch cheerfully at the firft ftroke of. the drum, or the firfl 
fo\ind of the trumpet ; that the laljioura oC the field grow 
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limgttidy wbea they are not feconded by a numerous family; 
that it was consequently the duty of the farmer to marry ; 
while the dwelling under tents» and in camps, and the ha- 
zards of waff required kn uninarried man, whofe courage 
Urai not to be encnrated i>y any tender connexion ; who 
might live every where without any local predile^on, and 
ihight expofe his life eveir inftant without regret : that the 
perfcâion of military ditcipline was loft witnout confiant 
cxercife» while the cultivation of the bnd, admitting of no 
refty and (uffering no intermifiiony except in- that ngorous 
£nibn which- feparated the armies, and hardened the (oil, 
the fame hands would be unfit to wield che fword and to 
direâ the plough : that the two profeffions required each 
, of them a great degree of expérience, and that the uniting 
of them in the^fame perfon, was a Aire niethûid of haTing 
only indifferent farmers aitd bad fillers : that thefe lan^Sk 
thus 4jâributedy muft either become hereditary^ or return 
to :thè ftate; if they w«iie made hc;reditary, there wov^ 
iiaon be none left for other proifrletors^ and )F they return^ 
odto the ftate, this was the means of redticing to beggary^ 
froia one Qxoment to another, a multiplicity of chSd'ren of 
both (exes, and of peopl^ig the kijigd^» at th^ end of five 
or . ût campaigns, with- iinfertunate orphans : iii a word^ 
that the cuftom of the èqfiii appeared to them fo pernil 
clous, that they aid not hefitate to rank tt dmong the num« 
ber of caules that rendered afcarcity of com fo frequent xa 
Sweden. 

The iliuation of this eoUntry has determined it to create 
two very different naval corp^'^^e confifting of a great num* 
ber of galleys, and a few flat^bottemed boats^ for tne defence 
of its coafts, full of fhoals ; the other com|K)fed of four* 
and-twenty ihips of the line, and three-and-twenty fngates» 
for more diffant latitudes.. In 1772, they were iwth of 
tiiem in a moft ruinous condition. Since that perkni, thefè 
vcffels, moff of which are made of deal, becaufe there is 
▼ery little dak in the country, and which were almoft fall- 
ing to pieces^ with age> have been repaired. Sweden may 
pofiibly be in abfolute ^ant of all her galleys j but fhe muft 
infollibly determine to leffen the number of her flfips. Her 
powers will never allow her to arm even half 6f them. 

The public revenue of this kingdom does not exceed û%^ 
teen' or fev^nteen millions of livres [from 6^,6661» x jr. 4<k 
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to 708^5331. 68. 8d.]. It is coUeâcd by a laiul*tax, tht 
returos of the cuftoms» by dutki upon capper» iron, an4 
ftamped paper» by a poll-tax» and a free' gift ; and by fom^ 
other articles lefs confidend>le. This is very little for the 
waots of government ; and yet its debts mud be paid from 
this triâing fuoa* 

Thefe debts amounted to feven millions five hondreé 
tbouiand livres [31295001.] vi^ea Charles XI came to the 
crowné That pnnce» who was an cconomift in a mannei'^ 
becoming a fover^ign» paid. them off. He did more than 
this, for he recovered feveral of the donuins conquered it 
ûérmany» and which had been mortgaged to powerful 
Qei|[hbour8. Hé Hkewife redeemed the crown jewels» upon 
vhich confiderablc fums had been borrowed m Holmnd. 
He fortified the frontier towns» fuccoured his ^ies» and 
often fitted outfquadrons to maintain his fupcriority on the 
Baltic. The events fubfequent to his death once more 
planged the nation into its former confufion. This has 
&tux been always increafing» notwithftanding ihe fubfidies 
beftowed by France» and other lefs confiderable fuccours. 
In n72» the ftateowed 90»4.50»ooo livres [35768,7501.] 
which» at an intereil of four and a half per cent, brought 
to the natives» or foreigners» i|.,070»350 livres [i6o»593K 
158*] At this period there were not above two millions of 
livres [83,3331. 68. 8d.] circulating in the kingdom. Both 
public and private affairs were tranU^ed with the bills of a 
bank belonging to the ftate» and fecured by the three firft 
orders of the republic. This eilabUAment has had its cen« 
fors and its panegyrifts ; and it is a problem not yet re- 
folved» whether it has been iifefui or detrimental to- the 
nation. 

Poverty is not, however» the greateft evil under which 
Sweden laboured ; (he was threatened with calamities of à 
Âore dangerous nature. The fpirit of difcord excited a gé- 
rerai fermetit. Hatred and ' revenge were the principal 
caufes of events. Every man confidered the ftate as the 
f^y of his ambition or his avarice. It was no longer for 
the public (iefvice that places had been created : it ^as for 
the private emolument of thofe who filled them. Vnrttfc 
^id talents were rather an obftacle to fortane» than a meai^s 
of elevation. The national aflcmblies difplayeci nothing 
bat aâ$of difgrace Qt violence. Crimes were unpunifiied» 
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«ad were openly cônùnîtted. The court» the fenate, and 
all the order» of the republic, were filled with general dif- 
troft. AU men were bent upon each others deftrudion, 
with inveterate furjw When quick and ready means were 
wanting, they were fought for at a diftance ; and men were 
not afhamed to confpire with foreign powers againft^ their 
own country. 

• Thefe evuB bad their fource in the nature of the confti- 
tution fettled in 1720. To a difguftful defpotifm, had 
been fubftituted a fyilem of liberty ill arranged* The 
powers deftined to baJari2:e and reftrain each other, were 
neither clearly explained, not prudently diftributed. Âc^ 
cordingly, they began to daih with each other ûx years a& 
^r' they had fa«en eftabli(hed. Nothing could porably pre* 
vent this. It was a continual ftruggle between the head of 
the .ftate, who was inceflantly endeavouring to acquire in- 
£ueoce by the making of laws, and the jesdoufy of the oa- 
tian to preferve the executive power of them. The differ- 
ent orders of the republic difputed with the fame inveteracy, 
concerning the extent of their refpe^ive privileges. 

Thefe conteds, in which one party or the other alter- 
nately triumphed or were defeated, occafioned great infta* 
bility in the public i^efolutions. What had been decreed in 
one diet, was cancelled in another, to be re-edabliihed 
anew, and to be again abolifhed. In this, tumult of the 
paiHotiB, tlie general good was either^ forgotten, mifunder- 
ftood, or betrayed* The happinefs of the citizens was 
more and more difturbed ; and all the branches of admini- 
ftration bore the ilamp of ignorance, felf-intereft, or anar- 
chy. Thefe numerous evils were wrought up to their 
highefl; pitch, by a fyfiem of corruption, the moft ignomi- 
nious, perhaps, that any fet of men was ever inieded 
^th. 

Two fadions, into which all the others were refolved,^ 
divided the ftate. That of the haU feemed intent upon re- 
iloringto Swedert its former ftrength, by recovering thofc 
rich pofieffions which had been fevered from it by the mis- 
fortunes of war. This faâion had devoted itfelf to France, 
which might have fome intereft in encouraging its ambitious 
views. The faéUon of the capt was a declared advocate for 
tranquQlky. Its moderation had rendered it agreeaUe to 
Ruiua» which was dcfirous o£ meeting with no obftades to 
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her cnterprjfes. Thcfe two courts» efpeciaily that of Vcr- 
biUes^ had opened their treafures to thefe bafe fadioni. 
The leaders of them appropriated to themfelTes the grreateft 
part of thefe idle profuuons ; and porchafed votes with the 
reft. ' Thefe were always at a low price ; but at the iame 
time they were fcarce ever to be relied upon. Nothing was 
more common than for a member of the diet to fell his vote 
a lecond titne. It was not even an uncommon cicçum- 
ftsDce» that he (hould make himfelf be paid by both par» 
ties at the ûune time. 

The unhappy fituation of a ftate, apparently free» kept 
up that flavim dlfpoûtion, which degrades moft of the £u* 
ropean nations ; they gloried in their chains, when they be- 
had the fufferiogs of. a people who had (haken off theirs. 
No one would be convinced that the Swedes had gone from 
one extreme to another ; that, to avoid the mifchief of ar* 
bitrary power, they had fallen into the confiifions of anar- 
jchy. The laws had not provided means to reconcile the 
private rights of individuals with thofe of fodety, and the 
prerogatives it ought to enjoy for the common fafety of its 
members. 

In this fatal criiis, it was expedient for the Swedes to ii^ 
tru& the phantom of a king, of their own creation, with a 
power fumcient- to inquire into the abufes of the Aate, 
sod find out proper remedies for it. This is the greatciî 
lâ of fovereignty a people can exercife ; and it is not lof* 
iog their liberty to commit it to the cuilody of a guardian 
io whom they can confide, while they watch over the. ufc 
iie makes of the power delegated to him. 

Such a refolutiqn would have raifed the Swedes to the 
freateft glory and happinçfs» and have excited a general 
opinion of their underiûnding and wifdonA \ whereas, by 
declining fo neceilkry a meafure, they have compelled the 
fovercigu to feize upon the fupreme authority* He now 
rei?Q8 upon his pwn terms ; and his fubjeds have no ether 
right left, but fuch as his moderation would not fuffer him 
to deprive them of* 

This event is too recent to allow us to entertain our readr 
^ with an account of iu Time alone can reveal what an 
hiftorian ought to know, in order^ to fpeak of it with ac* 
I: curacy. How (hall we difcriminate thofe who have fecond- 
r cd the views of the fovereign from generous motives, from 
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thofe wkohaTfc acocdcdt&tlieai.fr»ni abjcft prmqpks ? He 
hîmfdf ttodoubtedly kaewt them s bat. the heart 0!" iung« 
h ma impenetrable (kftâHacy, out of. which the laarka of 
efteem or contempt feldom fiieir themfdves 4urîng their life- 
•iirae; and the kcj of whtdi ■ it but too frequently loft- at 
their death. Befidcs^ are not king» fttbpïA, :aa we are» to 
Che iUuiIon»drthe pftf&ons» and do thej know better how 
to diftribote cenfune or pndie i The opinions, of their lub- 
jeâs are eqwdly fufpiôious; Among the confufed and con- 
. tradidory voices that are heard at the fazife tiaie, who ihaU 
diftinguiài the cry of truth from the deep and fccret mur- 
mur of calumny, or the myfterious referve of the former 
from the clamour of the latter ? We mud: wut till iotcreft 
and .flattery have ceafed to explain themfelves^ and till 
iilence is no longer impofed upon us from terror. ;Then 
•we toay be allowed. to take up the pen, without incurring 
the fufptcion of meanly paying ont court to the man in 
power, or of infolently bidding defiance to his authonty. 
Though we (hould be filent, pofterity will f{>eak. The mo- 
narch, is fenfible of this truth, flappy» if he can enjoy 
"beforehand its approbation ! But woe to him, and woe to 
his people, if he ihould difdain this tribunal ! 
. Let us now inquire into the connexions, formed m India 
by the Idng of iVùflîa. 

Tie ting 0/ This prince, in his younger years, 

Frufia form* wifely preferred the advantage of treaf* 
«n Eqft'India uting up knowledge, to the ufiiad plea- 
eompany at fares of his age, and the luxurious idle- 

Êmhdenm nefs of courts. .'An' intercourfe with the 

greateft men of his time, joined to the ipi- 
rit of obiervation, infenfiblj ripened his genius, which was 
naturally aôive and eager for improvement. Neither flat* 
tery nor oppofition coiud ever divert, him from the deep re^ 
6eàlons he Was engaged in. He forihed the plan of his 
'future conduX and. reign In the early part of bis life* It 
was foretold, on his acceffiou to the crown, that his minify 
ters would be no more than hts fecretaries ; the managers 
of his finances no more than his clerks \ and his generals no 
more than his aids, de camp. Some fortunate circumftan- 
ces afforded him- an opportunity of difplajing to the .whole 
world the ^sdents he had acquired in retirement. With a 
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^licknefs peculiar to himfelf, Frederick, mftaatly dtfcover- 
ing the fdan k was his iatereft to purfue* attacked a power 
bf which his anceftons had been kept in flavery. He olv 
taiflcd the viâory in five engagements againft that power» 
deprived it of its beft provinces, and concluded a peace 
with the fame wifdom that he had begun the war» 

Though his wars were at an end, yet he did not remain 
inaélive* He afpired to gain the admiration of thofe verr 
people whom he had flruck with terror. He coUeded au 
the arts about him, to give an additional luilre to his name. 
He reformed the abuics in the courts of judicature, and 
diébited himfclf the wlfed laws. A plain and invariable or- 
der was eftabhihed in every part of government. As be 
was convinced that the aothority of a favereiga is a coou- 
moa benefit to all his fubjedls, a proteâion which all (hould 
equally partake of» he gave to every man the liberty of ap* 
proaching his perfon, and of writing to him. Every in- 
liant of his life was devoted to the welfare of his people $ 
his very amufemeats were made ufeful to them. liis writ- 
ings on hiilory» - morality, and politics, abounded with 
praâical truths. Even his poetry was full of profound and 
inftruâive ideas. He was conlidering of the means of en- 
riching his dominions, wlien fome fortunate event put him 
io po&fiion of Eail FrieiÛand, in the year 1 744. 

Embden, the capital of this little province, was reck- 
oned, two centuries ago, one of the bell ports in Europe. 
The Englifh, compelled to abandon Antwerp, had made 
it the centre of their conncflions with the continent. The 
Dutch }iad long attempud, though in vain, to appropriate 
it to themfelves, till it fo iirongly excited their jealoufy,- 
tbat they even endeavoured to fill up the port, it was m 
every refpe^ fit to become the llaple of a great trade. 
The didance of this little country from the bulk of the 
PrufHan forces might be attended with fame Inconveniences \ 
but Frederick expe£led that the terror of hj^ name would 
keep the maritime powers in awe. Ici his perfuafion, he 
ellabliflied an Eaft India company at Embden in I75l« 

The capital of tbi* new fociety, divided into two thou- 
fand fliares, was 3,956^0 livres £154,833!. 6s, 8d.] chief- 
ly fubfcribed by the EngUfli and Dutch, notwîthftandîng 
the fevere prohibitions of their governments. They were 
allured by the unhmit#d freedom tliey were to enjoy, oa 
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paying three per cent, to the fovcrcign upon every falc they 
fhould make. The event did not anlwer their expedlalion ; 
fix (hips, fent fucceflively to China, brought to tlie owners 
no more than their bare capital^ and a profit of half per 
cent, for each year. Another company> formed foon after 
in the fame place for Bengal, was ftiU more unfuccefsfuL 
They never attempted more than two expeditions ; and thfe 
only rçturn they had was a Jaw- fuit, which pt-obably wfll 
never be determined. The tranfaâions of both thcfe focic- 
ties were fufpendcd upon the commencement of hoftilities 
in 1756, but their final diffolution was not fettled till 

1763. 

This has been the only check the king of Pruffia*s great- 
ticfs has ever received. We know how difficult it is to judge 
of the merit of contemporaries ; becaufe they arc not at a 
Tufficient diftance. Pnnccs are of all men thofe we can leaft 
hope to be acquainted with. Fame feWoni fpeaks of them 
without prejudice. We commonly judge of them upon the 
reports of fcrvile flattery, or unjuft envy. The clanoours 
of the various interefts and opinions, that» ai*c in perpetual 
agitation around them, confound or fufpend the judgment 
b? the wifeft men. 

Yet, if we might be aBowed to pronounce from a mul- 
tîtiide of fads conncfted together, we (hould fay oï Fre- 
derick, that he had been able to extricate himfelf from the 
fchemes of all Europe combined againft him ; that to the 
greatnefs and boldnefs of his enterprifes, he joined the moft 
unpenetrable fecrecy in the execution of them ; that he in- 
troduced a tot^ change in the art of war, which, before 
his time^ was thought to have attained its higheft degree 
of pcrfedion ; that he (hewed a fortitude fcarcdy to be 
paralleled in hiftory j that he turned his very miftakcs to 
better advantage than others do tl^eir fuccefs ; that all man- 
kind were cither loft in filent admiration of his aéUpns, or 
could not fufficiently extol them ; and that he refleâed as 
much luftre upon his nation as otter nations refled upon 

their fovereign. r - ui r a ti, 

• This prince always prefents a formidable alpett., Ihc 
opinion he has given of his abUities ; the indehble remcm- 
l^nce of his aaions ; an annual revenue of feventy mil- 
lions [2,916,666!. 138. 4d.] a treafure of more than two 
hundred [8,333,3331- ^^s. 8d.] an «army of a hundred and 
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fourfcorc thbufand men : all thefc. drcumftances mail fc-* 
cure his tranquillity. Unfortunately it is not fo beneficial to 
his fubjeds as it was formerly. He ftill leaves the mana^fç- 
mcnt of the coin to the Jews, who have introduced the 
greateft corifufion. He has done nothing for the relief of 
the richeft merchants in his dominions, who have been 
ruined by his fchemes. He has taken the moft confider- 
ablc manufaéiures into his own hands. His dominions ai^e 
M of monopolies, which are the banc of all induftry. His 
people, who idolized him, have been given up to a fet of 
foreign plunderers. This conduft hath occafioned fu<^ 
diftruft, both at home and abroad, that we may venture to 
affirm, that all endeavours to reftore the Embden companjr 
will prove ineffeâual. 

Frederick ! thou didft receive from nature a bold and 
lively imagination, and unbounded defire of knowledge, a 
propenfity to an adlive life, and a ftrength of conftitutron 
to fupport the fatigues of it. Thine earlier years were de- 
voted to thie lludy of government, policy, and legiflaitôn. 
At the view of thy firft exploits, mankind', groaning un- 
der general oppreJGion and flavcry, feemed to find ioAic 
comfort in their nxisfortunes, from the êxpedatîon that 
thou wouldft be their avenger. They foretold thy fuccef- 
fes, and implored a previous blcffing upon them ; and Eu- 
rope* diftinguiflied thee by the title of king and philofd- 
pher. . ' *•'... 

Wîièn thou didft firft 'appear in the field, all nations were 
aftonilhed at the rapidity of thy marches, at the flcill dif* 
played in thy encampments, and at the excellent di^olition 
thou didft make of thine army in battle. The ftHé^ dffcip- 
linc in which thy troops were trained excited univerfal* ad- 
miration, and infured them viâory : all extolled that 'ii!re^ 
chanicai fubordinatioM which of feveral armies makes J}ut one 
body, whofe motions, being all governed by one fingle ira- ^ 
pulie, e^ert their power at once towards the fame objcft, 
Philôfophers themfeKes, prejudiced by the h'op^ thoir hadft 
raifed in them, and proud to fee a friend of the arts and of 
mankind invefted. with regal dignity^ rejoiced perhaps «t thy 
viftorics, though obtained at the expence of \o fnucb 
blood ; and they confidered thée as a model for mi^ry 
kings. 

But there is ftOl a more glorious title ; that of a patriot 

I z 
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King. This Î8 a tlt]ç never gtvea to thoie princest vdio^ 
n^aki'ng no <iîftîn<^on between truth arid erroi*, jufticc and 

f>artialityy good and pvO» coofider the principles o£ mom- 
liy merely as metaphyfical fpeculaCions, and iniagine that 
hufn^n reason is fwayed entirely by intereft* "If the love of 
glory were extindl in thy br^aft ; if the powers of thy fotJ, 
e:rha\ifted by thy great exploits» had loft their force and 
energy ; if the child iih pafiioos of old age had reduced thee 
to a level with the generality of kings ; what would then 
become of thy glory ? What would become of thoie 
jpraîfès which rame, and the Imniortal tellimony of literatutc 
and the arts» have bellowed upon thee ? Bi^ let us hope 
that thy reign and thy life will not appear problematical in 
hlftory. Let thine heart again ^e opened to thofe noUe 
and virtpoiu fentiments that were the delight of thy 
younger days. JLct the latter years of thy life be employed 
in promoting the felicity of thy people. Let fucceediog 
g;ene/-at.ions experience the effeds of that happinefs tfaîou 
luah béllo.w,.upon the prefent. The power 91 Pruffia is 

. tisc work of thy genius 1 it has been fbrinedy and. it mnft 

^.b? fuipported by thee. It mull be adapted to thè^ate, the 
glory of whichthou haft raifed. ' 

(«fit thofe pumt)erle£i| treafures that are boned in thy cof- 
fers ,be again brought into circulation, and give new life to 
th£ ft^te : let thy private pofleflions, which a fudden change 
of fortune may deprive thee of, be hereafter only fapported 

. Upo^ the bafis of the national riches, which never c?.n feil : 
lei; thy (ubje<fls, l^ending under the intolerable yoke of a 
ievçiie and atÛtiary government, find in thee the afFe^oas 

. ii^f. a paiiei^t, îqftead of the vexations of an opprefibr : let 
ej^orbita^i;.t^xfi;Si^pOD individuals, and i^pon sgrticles of con- 

^i'u^fttit^i:^, fiOîJttngçr.ofeftrud the adyan;çemènt of agricnl- 
t|gf« ^^ iiiduflry. : }6^ the inhabitants of the CQuntry, re- 
covered: from ^ ftate of flavery, and thofe of the towns,^ be- 
coming: peifeâljy firçe» p?fs their lives agreeably to their în- 
çLin^Lt^k^tK^ ^ refpi^iye powers^ Thus ihalt thou gt^e fta- 
l^iji^y. \ç ^he en[\pirç whi^h thy brilliant taknts hav^ extend- 
ed . 9iè4 wieied iÛnl^riwj^ ; thus <hall ihy naçic be bfeiV 
c4 m the r^fpea^k, bj0. fm^lfe^ IJft of patrbt kinga. 
. ,jiiet,thy viir^cs c%rry thee ftill -furtfeêr, and in^i^c thct 
to procure the bieffing of tranquillity to the earths ' l.«t 
the «nflu^ce of. thy mcifiatibn, aB4 thç power of tbipe 
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arms, compel all turbulent and redlefs nations to accept of 
peace. Tnc umverfe is the country of a great man j it is 
the ftage îuited to the diTplay of thy abilities : mayeft thou 
become the benefaâçr of all mankind ! 

Such was the difcourfe I addreffed to thee in the mldft of 
that tranquillity in which thou didft. flatter thyfelf that thou 
fhouldft end thine honourable career: like the Eternal 
Being, if we may be allowed to fay fo, to whom fongs of 
pnufe are addrcITed from all regions of the earth, when a 
great event made thee refume thy thunder. A power,^ 
"which never confulted any thing but its own aggrandize- 
ment in its motives jfor marine peace or war ; without anj 
regard to the conftitutibn of the Germanic body, or to 
tl^e treaties that guarantee it; without refpedt totne rights 
o£ nations and otfamilies ; and In contempt of the cuftom- 
ary and general laws of inheritance ;, this power, I fay» 
formed i>retcnfions, afTembled troops, appropriated to itfelf, 
in imagination, the spoils of prince^ too feeble to tefift, and 
threateaed tbe liberties of the empire. Thoti haft prevented 
thefe evils* The old lion hath (haken hitf mane ; he hath* 
iOued roaring from the pbce of his retreat, and his young 
mal hath Ihuddered. Till this itiftanj;, Frederick had 
(hewn himfelf j>pwerful. The opportunity has offered of 
/hewing hiinfelf jufl, and he hath feized it. Enrope has 
rcfounded with prayers for the fucCefs of hfe exert iont ; for 
he was then neither an ambitious conqueror, nor a rdpa<» 
eioua merchant, nor a political ufurper. Hé had befcn ad- 
mired ; he now fhaU be bleOed. I had Written at the foot 
of his ftatue : the most formidabli towxhs of Eu- 
rope WERE COMBINED AGAINST HIM'; AND TREY DISAP- 
PEARED BEFORE HIM. I fhaU Uow engrave an infcriptioii. 
lefs pompous, but more indrudlive and more noble. Na- 
tions, HE BROKE THE CHAINS THAT WER.È FRBTARINC 

FOR YOU. Princes of the german empire, KB will 

NOT ALWAYS EXIST LOOK TO YOURSELVES. 

No greatnefs, no profperity can exift Seftlemetif of the 
In a monarchy without the influence of Spaniards in the 
the fovereign ; but it docs not folely de- Philippines*, 
pend upon the monarch to do every thing 
that is calculated to procure the happinefs of his people. 
He fometimes meets with powerful obliacles in the prejudi^^ 
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cc«, Ihc cbara<fler, and the difpofitlons of his fubjcds. 
Thcfe indeed may undoubtedly be correded ; but this js a 
revohition we often expeâ for a long time, and which ha» 
not yet taken place m the Phflîppîneô.* 

The Phih'pplnes, Formerly knowit by the name of the 
Manillas, form an imreenfe archipelago to the eaft of Afia. 
Tliey extend from the fixth to the twenty-fifth degree 
noril), and nave an unequal breadth, fpread from forty to 
two hundred leagues. Among the number of them, which 
is prodigious, thirteen or fourteen are dîftiiiguîfhed more 
confiderable than the reft, ' 

, TTicfe iflands prefent to the obferving* eye, a terrible and 
m^j{:i^!c profpedl. They are covered with bafaîtes, with 
iava, wi^i fcoriae, with black glafs, with melted iron, with 
gray and friable flones filled with the wrecks of the animal 
and vegetable l&ingdoms, with fulphur kept in a Hate of fit« 
iion by the continual adiipn of fubterranepus fires, and with 
burning waters which' communicate with hidden flames. 
All thefe . great accidents of nature are the effe(l of extin» 
guifhcd volcanps,. of fome that are ftill burning, and of 
others that are Terming in thefe deep cavities, where com- 
buflible materials are always in agitation. We may con* 
jcdlure without tJVefurapticn, that thcfe countries, which 
may be reckoned among the moft ancient of the globe, 
are approaching nearer to their deftru6Kon than any 
ctherF. ' 

The afbés, with which thefe immenfe furnaces cover the 
furjace of a deep foil for ages paft ; the ftirring up of the 
ground inceffantly renewed by earthquakes ; the heats that 
are common to all the countries fituated under the torrid 
zone ; the moifture^ which is "habitually kept up in thefe 
regions by the proximity of the ocean, by the height of the 
mountains, and by forcfts as old as the world : fuch are 
probably the caufes of the almoft ipcredible fertility of the 
Philippines, Moft of the birds, quadrupeds, plants, fruits, 
and trees that are found in the reft of Afia, are alfo feenin 
this archipelago, and almoii every thing here is of a better 
quality. Some vegetable^ even are difcovered here, which 
do not appear anywhere elfe. If an intelh'gent naturalift 
were to go, oyer thefe iflands with the freedom and the af- 
fiftance neceflaryji he would certainly enrich the fciencei 
\vith a variety of cujious, ufeful, and interefting know» 
ledge. ■ , . 
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^ Uafortuoatelj, the climate of the Philippines is not S» 
agreeable as the foil Is fertile. Although the fea and land 
.breezes may keep up, during Hx months, a greater degree 
of temperature than might be expeéled from their fitiiation». 
jtt throughout the ré(E. of the year, the iky is all on .fijre 
with lightningy and the fields are/ deluged with continual 
rains. Neverthelefs^ the air is not unwholefome. The 
coiiftitution . Indeed of foreigners Js rather weakened by a 
fuperabundant perfplration : but the natives of the country 
live to an advanced-age, without being expofed to any in^ 
firmities except fuçh as man is liable to everywhere elie* f 

The centre of thefe mountainous jilands is occupied by 
(i&vagesy who feem to be the oldeft inhabitants. Whatever 
may be their ocgluj^ they are negroes, and have inoft of 
them wQoUyluiir. .They lurenot tail,, but are ftropg and 
nervous* Sometimes a whole family forms itfelf into a Utr 
tie community ^ but mod frequefitly*each individual Uvea 
with his female cpmoanioa alone* , They never quit their 
bows and arrows. Accuftomed to the filence of the forefts» 
they feem alarmed at the lead noife. Their life is entirelr 
the iame as that of beailts. The fruits and roots they fin4 
in the woods are there' only food j and^, whea they have 
exhaufted one (pot, they go and inhabit another. All en- 
deavours to reduce them to fulyeâion have proved ineffec* 
tualy becaufe nothing Is more £f&cult than to fubdue a na*. 
tlon wandering among places that are inacceiOble. 

The pWns from which they have been driven, have been 
fucceffively inhabited by colonies from Malâca, Slam, Svb- 
matra, Borneo, Macaflar, the Moluccas, and Arabia. The 
jnanners, idipm, religion, and government^ of thefe ftraor 
gers, evidently diflinguifh their feyeral origins. \ 

> 

Ma<3Bllân was the firft European who The Spaniards 
difcovered thefe iflands. Upon fomc dif- and Partuguefe 
content, he left Portugal, his native coun- difpuH the pof^ 
try, and entered into the fervice of the /(ffion of tb^ 
emperor Charles V, and palling the ftralts FhiUppittes^ 
that now bear his name, he arrived at the 
Manillas in 1 521 ; from whence, after his death, his lieute- 
nants repaired to the Moluccas, difcovered ten or eleven 
'years before by the Portuguefe. This voyage would pro- 
bably have been attended with rematkable confequence^ 
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had they not been prcTcnted by the combination we are 

going to mention. 

' In the fifteenth century, whifle the Portttgiiefc were be- 
ginning to make voyi^ges to the Bad Indîe9i and endeavoctr»- 
iflig to monopolize the trade of fpicesy and of maRufaâurei 
which ha4 heen in coudant requeil.ao)0ng. civilized nations; 
the Spaniards, by the difcoverT of Âmericay were fecurtng 
greater treafures than imagination could form any concep- 
tion of. Though both nation^ were purfuing their refpec- 
tite views of aggrandizement in far diftant regions, they 
might probably mterfere with each other ; and their mu- 
tual antipathy would have made fuch an event dangerous. 
To prevent this, the pope fixed their refpeâive claims ia 
14939 in confequence of that univerfal and rtdicolonft power 
which the Roman pontiffs had aflîimed for fevera! centuries» 
aAd which the idolatrous ignorance of the two nations, 
cqa)slly fupérfticîôus, *AiU kept up, that they might pkad 
the excuie of reKgion fpr their avarice. He gave, to Sptni 
ail the countries that fhouM be difcovrred to the we(b of ti 
meridian "taken a hundred leagues fronii the Azores, and to 
^rtugal whatever land they mi^ht conquer to the eafi of 
tHat meridian. The year following, the powers concerned 
agreed among themlelves, at Tordeiillas, to remove th^ . 
line of feparation to the diftance of three hundird and fi> 
vénty leag;nes from the Capç de Verd iÛands. This, in the. 
eyes of the molt intelligent people was a fuperfiuous pre^ 
caution. But, at that period, men were not fufficicnt^ 
-acquaioted with the theory of the earth, tp know, that, as 
the navigators of one crown advanced to the weft, and 
thofe of the other to the eaft, they muft, fooner or latere 
meet in the fame point. MageBan^s expedition evinced 
this truth* . . 

The court of Li(bon did not conceal the un«;afinefs they 
fdt at this event. Tliey were determined to run any rifle, 
rather than fuffer a rival, already too much favoured by 
.fortune, to come and difpute with thcn;i the empire of 
the Afiatic féàs. However, before they ventured to con- 
tend with the only power whofe naval ftrcngth was then 
formidable, they thought it advifable to uy the method of 
negociatioTi ; and fucceeded better in It than they expeâed. 
Charles V, who was frequently in vvant of money to carry 
on his too immenfe and too frequent undertakings, gave up 
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Irrevocably, in 1539, for the' ftim of 350,000 ducats, or 
a,598j|750 livres [108,181). 158.3 all the prctenCons he' 
inignt have upoo the countries recognifed under his name 
In the Indian ocean : he even extended the Portuguefe line 
of reparation to the Ladrone lilands. This Is at leafl the 
account given fcy the Portuguefe hlftorlans; for the daftl- 
lian writers fay, that their monarch refcrvcd to hlmfclf tHc 
power of renewing the dlfcuHion of his rights, and of re*, 
faming them if the deciilon fliould be in hia favour : bu( 
only after he had refunded the money he had received. 

The treaty of Saragoffa met with the fame fate as other 
political conventions. 

ÎM F564, PliiUp II Ttfumed the pro- The Spaniards 
jeft of conquering the Manillas. Spain form JtuLmcnU 
was then too mucli weakened by her con- af the PhiKf' 
quefts In America, to think of founding, fines. 
by force, a new empire at the extremity 
otthéEatfl Indies. The mild methods of perfuaflon were 
for the ftrft time* adopted in her plan of aggrandizement. 
She charged feveralmiftionarlcswith the office of acquIring^ 
new fubjeéis for her, and they did not entirely fruftrate her 
expeftations. 

The men *upon the coafts, who vrere formerly idolator» 
•r mohammcdans, and who were made fubjeél to Spain by 
the chriftian religion, were not entirely favages, as thofe of 
the inland parts. I'hey had chiefs, laws, houfes, and fomc 
imperfeét arts.- Several of them had fomc knowledge of 
agriculture. The property of the fields they had (own wa» . 
confirmed to them ; and the happinefs they enjoyed made 
other» defirous of acquiring poffeffions. The monks, com- 
niiflioned to diftribute them, rcferved for themfelves the 
nioft exteniive, beil fltuated, and mod fertile portions of 
this immetife territoty ; and the government made a formaF 
^^cfiion of thefe lands to them. 

Great things were expefted from thefe arrangements,, 
împerfeél eve» as they were. Many ckufes have combined' » 
to prevent the fuccefs of them. 

la the firft plaee, moft of the miflioriaries, Brought up in , 
Ac Ignorance and indolence of a clolftered life, have ndt-^ 
^rred on the Indians under theîr dire^ion to labour a^». 
^nch v they ought to have done, tt may evea be fald,» 
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that thcy have cKvertcd them fmm -ît-hy êtftpTc^inj^ tiiem 
niëef&intW in religious cet^emotiles,' mel^tin^^^ and fiotoiîtii- 
tfes. A lyftemy as repugnant to every kind of t^ttondl' «rok^- 
fhip, as to found policy, has left ^he lands diftributMt^'^ie 
AiDJe£^d people in a ftate of annihilation. Even tUe latida 
of their blind guides have been little or ill cnlttvatedt imd 
this, perhaps, becaufe the government difhibutes 525,000 
Wvrti [2î,8';5l.] annually to theft tnonks* 

The conduct àf the Spaniards has always encouraged 
this fatal inaétîvîty. The propenfity to idlenefs which thdê 
'jroo'd men had brought with them from their countiy, was 
ftiH mbre confirmed by the permiiiion vrhich the eourt 
granted them, of fending every yiear to America a (hip la- 
den with the productions and manufErâures of Afia* The 
•treafurfes which were brought back by this îmmenfe veffid^ 
made them consider the moft creditable and lead laborious 
occupations as difgraceful and infupportablc. TTieir indo- 
lence fuggefted no other refouree to keep up a voluptuous 
life. Accordingly, when the misfortunes of war fufpcaded 
for a year or<wo the fitting out of this galleon, m<^ of 
thefe conquerors were plunged in the moft dreadful mifery. 
■ They became beggars, thieves, or afiaffîns. The troops 
were participators m thefe enormities, and the tribunak of 
Jtiftice were incffeâuaî again ft fo many crimes» 

, The Chinefe naturally prefented themfelves to give to 
the arts, and to agriculture^ that aftivity which thelazineû 
and the pride of the Spaniards denied them. The naviga- 
tors of this celebrated nation frequented from time imme- 
rhoriàl the Manillas,* to obtain the produé^ions natural to 
thefe Mlands. ^hey continued to refort to them after they 
had fubmitted to a foreign yoke. Their numbers tncreafed 
' ftill tnbre, when the riches of Mexico and Peru, which cir- 
culated there, gave' room for more extenfiive fpectilations. 
A great number of artifts, and a ftill greater number of 
ciiltivattMrs, who were too nûthcrous in this flourifhing em- 
pire, were f<K>n brought there by their fhips. Thefe labo- 
rious, economical, and intelligent men, offered to clear the 
lands, to eftablifh manufadures, and to fét on foot every 
fpecies of induftry, . upon condition that the property of 
(oiAe parts of an immenfe territory, which had no owner, 
Should be given to them, and that the tributes exaéteâ 
from them fhotuld be moderate. This was an infaHS>le mt^ 
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tbod of eftablidiîng» at the e&tremîty of Ada» a flourinûog 
coiooy, without lofs of meo» and witliout anj pecuniary 
^n'ûce. Unfortooatcly for the PhiliDj^ioes, the Dpaniardt. 
bave not been fufficîently feniibk of this truth ; ncvertbe» 
kùi9 the h'tûe good that has becQ done in thcfe iilands has. 
been-the work of thcfe Chinefe* 

I 

Spain has fubmitted to its dominion iu Prtfcnt AaU e/) 
this archipelago forae parts of nine large tht Phiappines* 
ifl%nds« That of Luconia» which is the 
mod conlideiable» is fivc«and-*twcnty leagues in length, a/id 
thirty or forty in breadth. The Spaniards land there at a 
great circular bay» fornaed by two capes, at the diftancc 
of two leagues from each çther. In this fliort fpace, wc 
meet with the fmaU ifland of Marivelles, which leaves 
two paffages open ; the caAcrn one is t^e nanroweit and. 
thcfafeft. 

To the foutb-eaft of the bay ftands the harbour of Ca<- 
vite, which is in form of a horfe^ihoe» and is defended by a- 
fmaU fort, and a garrifon of three hundred men* Twelve 
Hiips may rîde here in fafety upon a Huny bottom* Here 
it is that tlie vcffels nccefiary for the fervice of the colony 
' arc conftrucled. 

In the fame bav, at three leatgues diOance from Cavité». 
near the mouth ot a navigable river, rifes the famçuscity of 
Manilla. L^Egafie, who took it from the Indians in I57i»« 
judged it a proper place, to become the centre of the ilate 
that was to be founded, and 6xed the feat of government 
and commerce there. ' Gomes Peres de la^ Mangnas en- 
clofed it with walls in 1590, and built the dtadel of St.- 
Jtipries. The city has been ûnce enlarged and embelliihed. 
The river, which traver&s it, defcends from a lake that is. 
twenty leagues in circumference. . It is formed by forty 
rivulets, upon each of which is fettled a colony of Indian, 
cultivators. It is from hence that the. capital of theeia-' 
pire received its fubfiftence. Unfortunately it. is, fituat^d 
between two volcanos which cpramunicate with, one an» 
other, and the cavities of. which» always in /eri^entation, . 
fcem to pave the way for. its ruin.. 

According to the calculation of 1752^ tlirougho^jt Ûkt. 
whole archipelago, there are no more than one. milUon 
t^rec hundred and fifty thoufaxtd Indiana, who have fub*-- 

* 16 • - 
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mîttcd to the Spanifli yoke. Moft of them are chrîftîatis f 
aod from tlie age of fixtecii to fifty, they all pay a jwU-tax, 
di four reak, or two livres fourteen fols [2a. 3d.] They^ 
hate been diftrîbuted in twenty«»two provinces, of which- 
the iiland of Luconia alone, though not entirely fubdued^ 
concaîns twelve. 

The fettlement is fubjeâ.to a governor, whofe of&De^ 
continues eight y.ears, but who is fubordinate to the viceroy, 
of Mexico. He commands the army, difpofes of all cIvU. 
and military employments, and may grant lands to the 
ibidiers, and even ereâ them into fiefs* This pow«r, 
thottgli only balanced by the influence of the clergy, has 
been found fo dangerous, that many expedient^ have been 
detifed to check its exorbitancy-. The moft effe£^u4 of 
thefe expedients, is that, by which it is decreed, that the 
cônduâ of a governor ïhall be arraigned even after hfs 
death ; and that, when a goverpor. Jives ^beyond th^ time of 
the expiration of hfs office, he fhall not quit the place till 
hfs adminiftration lias been inquired into. Every individual 
is at liberty to complain ; and, \l has fuffered any wrong, 
he it to be indemnified at the coft ef the delinquent, who 
is. likewife eondenSncd to pay a fine to the fovereigit, for 
having brought an odium upon him. At the time tbir 
wife inftitution was made, it was obferved with fuch rigour, 
that, when accnfations were of importance againft the go- 
vernor, he was imprifoned. Several died in confinement ; 
and others were taken out, only with a defign to inâiét 
fiievere punifhmcnts upon them. By degreeç this formidable 
inode of proceeding has come to nothing. The chief of 
the colony gives his fucceffor enough to pay for bis poft \ 
he having already received the. fame fum from his pre* 
deceilbr. 

This coHufion has brought on a fettled fyftem of op« 
pfefiion. Arbrtrary taxes nave been levied ; the public re* 
Téhae has been lefiened in paf&ng thiopgh the hands that 
nvere -appointed to colTcA it ; a doty of feven per cent, 
which has been laid on all merchandize on its coming in^ 
ha» made trade degenerate into fmuggling ; the farmer has 
been compelled to lay up his crops in the magazines of the 
government ; and feme governors have carried their tyrano]^. 
to fuch atrocious IcQgtha, as to determine the quantity of 
corn that the fields were to produce, and to oblige the' 
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nrmert to bnng it m ; and not Qplv to wait for the pay- 
ment ad long a time as their oppremve mailers fhouTd toink. 
pi'opery but alfo to receive It in whatever manner it could^ 
be given to them. For thefe two centuries pad, fomc up^ 
"Ç^t governors have attempted to put an end to thefe enor- 
mities ; but their endeavours have proved ineffeflualy be- 
caofe the'abufes were too* inveterate to yield to a tranfient, 
aBd Tubordinate authority, (fothin^ Icfs than the fupreme 
power of the court of Madrid comd have reftrained thU. 
fpirit of uniVerfal rapacfoufnefs ; but this power, has never 
exerted kfelf for fuch a purpofe; This (hameful negled it' 
the true caiifé why the Philippine Iflands have never beea. 
io the leaft improved. Their name would fcarcely be 
known, were It not for their connedlions with Mexico. 

Thofe cdnneâions, which have fubfi fled ever fince the. 
firft fettlement of the Spaniards In the Eaft and Weft In- 
dies, confift only iti conveying the merchandize of India t(» 
America by the South fea. r^one of thearticles that com- 
pose thefe rich cargoes are the produce either of the foil or 
of the înduûry of Uiofe iflands. Their cinnamon is brought 
from Batavia. The Chinefe bring them filkss and the. 
ËDglîlh or the French fupply them with white ilneDs and 
printed calicoes from Bengal and Coromandcl. Fron^.' 
whatcter port the goods have been brought, they mufl 
come in before the departure of the galleons. If they 
fliould arrive later, they could not be difpofed of, or muit . 
be fold at a lofs to merchants, who are obliged to (hut them 
up in warehoofes, till they are forgotten. The payments 
are made in cochineal and Mexican piaftres, and partly in- , 
. cowries, which are not current in Africa, but will pafs . 
every where on the banks of the Ganges. 

I 

AsETTtEMENT whIch has not a more Dangers to V)BUb 
folid foundation may perhaps be eafily the Phtli^tnes art 
overthrowhï. We dp not therefore hell- esepojed.^ 
tate to fpretel, that the Philippines wHl 
one day, fooner of later, be taken fron^ Its prefei^t pofTtfll 
ors. • A few cefledtiohs will be fufficlent to ff:^t thefe con- 
jeâure» the cooTÎ^'on of evidence» ' 

Some enfightened navigators have informed us^ that the 
&>anifli poQefiions, which in thefe diftant regions had 
uways been* in a languid ftate, are become ' perceptibly 
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more fo fiace the year 1768, when the jefuîts were baQÎfhc4 
from them. Befides that the immenle domains of thcfe 
miffionaries are entirely fallen off from the fcrtiUty to which 
they had brought them ; the landa of the Indians likewifc 
whom they governedi which were the only ones tolerably 
cultivated, and where fome ufefnl arts were to be found, ' 
have filbk again into that (late of annihilation from whence 
they had been raifed. It has even happened that thcfe 
iilanders, the lead indolent perfons of the colony» have been 
expofed to the fame odiumf well or ill founded, which pur« 
fued their guide». 

A. greater calamity affeâed this archipelago the next 
year. All the Chinefe, without exception, were baniihed' 
from it ; and this profcriptîon occadoned a breach» which, 
in all probability, will be clofed. Thcfe people, whofe 
ruling paÇion is» avarice, came every year to the rbilippioes . 
with âve-and-twcnty or thirty fmall vcffeLs, and gave en« 
. ct>uragement to fome labours to which they alone could fix 
a price. Thefe were not the only advantages* A number 
of their countrymen, fettled in thcfe iflands^ gave an habi- 
tual example of a life conilantly fpent in^mploy ment. Several 
of them even vifited the Indian colonies, and^, by making: 
them timely and cautious advances, infpired them with the 
defire, at therfametime that they furniflved them with the 
means, of ixtiproving their fituation. It is to be regretted, 
that thefe means of profperity have been annihilated, by the 
- impoilibility which the Spaniards perhaps experienced, of 
retaining a people fo prone to infurreâions. 

Before thefe deftrudive events, the people manifefted a 
determined averûon for their tyrants. Opprefliop had oftea 
made them break through the bounds of obedience ; and 
without the intervention of their paftors, the uhavaiKog 
efforts of degenerate troops would. never have brought thi^ 
again into fubje^oq. Since the expulfion of thefe mii!loa-<> 
aries, who had mod influence over then), hd)s deprived the 
Spaniih government of its greateff i^rèngth, the Indians, à 
who. are lefs reflraincd, mud be defirouk X)f reoovepng their / 
' independence, and may liave, perhaps, ujfficient energy to 
re-affume their primitive rights. ' / • 

To thefe dangers, which may^ be called domcfUc, .fore%n 
périls are added, which are full more alarming. Some, 
lavage S| iffuing from the Malay iflands; makç habitjual ip* 
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corfioBft on the eoaift of the PhiltppineSy currying deftroaioii 
aloAg with tliemy^ and ttlung off thoufands of the chriftkns^ 
i^hM tiief veduce to flavery. This piracy is feldom pum(h« 
ed I becaoitt the ^pttniardS) dîviètd kito four faâiont, knowrf 
Vy the name of Caftliîans» Galicîans, -Mountaineers» and 
Bffcayans, are entirely taken up with the hatred that tor* 
mentd theni) and behold, with an indifferent eye. Whatever 
h foreign to their difputes. The Malays have always been 
more ^ more emboldened by thefe divifions. Already 
have they driven the common enemy from feveral iflands. 
They are every day encroaching upon them,- and will foon 
become mafters of the polTeflion, unlcfs they be prevented 
by fame Enropcan nation» more powerful or more adUve 
than the one tney now have to contend with. 

101762, the Engliih got poflcffion of the 'Philippines 
with more facility than they had expefted. Although 
they were deprived of them by treaty, they may perhaps 
be liill ambitious of feizing upon them again, when an op- 
portunity ihaH offer. Other nations may equally afpire to 
this conqued, in order to make it the centre of their em- 
pire in the feas and upon the continent of India. It is 
therefore probable that the Spaniards will be driven from 
the Philippines. 

Some politicians think that this would not be an evil ^ an 
opinion that has long been entertained. The PhOlppines 
had but jail opened a communication with America, when 
the Spaniards thought of giving them up, as being preju- 
dicial to the intcreft of the mother-country. Philip. II 
and his fucceffors çonftantly rejeded that propofal, which 
was often renewed. The city of Seville in 1731, and^thst 
, of Cadiz in 1733, entertained more rational notions. Both 
thefe cities imagined, and it is rather furpriCng that the 
idea did not occur fooner, that it would be advantageous to 
the Spaniards to have a diredl concern with the trade of 
Afia, and that the pofTeflions they had in thofe parts (hould- 
be made the centre of their traffic'. In. vain was it urged, 
that as India affords iilks and cottons fuperior ^o thofe of 
Eutope, both in workmanfhip and colouring, and at a much 
cheaper price, the national manufaâures could not fupport 
the competition, but would infallibly be ruined. Tlas oh» 
jcdipn nyght ba\c its weight with regard to fome nations ; 
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but appeared altogether frîvolou«, confiderîng; tKe ûtuation 
of Spain. 



1 x" 



jÊhantages that The Spaniards, indeed, ufc none bnt 
fiught he made of foreign ftu& and linen, either for ^car- 
the PhÏÏippmei* ing apparel or furniture, Thofe contî^ 

nual demands mult ncceflarily increafe 
the mduflry, tte wealth, the population, and iirengjth of 
their nefghhours, who avail themfelves. of thefc advantages 
to keep ttmt nation which fupplies them In a ftate of de-r- 
pendence. They would certainly a£l with, more wifdom 
and dignky, were they to ufe the: Indian manu failures. 
They would be preferable, both In point of economy and 
•elegance» and would leflen that competition which mult» In. 
the end, prove fatal to Spain.- 

The îrtconvenlences which ufually attend new Hndcv— 
takings are here prevloufly obviated. The Iflands which 
Spain poiTeffes lie between Japan, China, Cochin China». 
Siam, Borneo, Celebes, and the Moluccas, and arc favour- 
ably fituated for forming connedh'ons with thofe feveral- 
kingdoms. Their diftance, from Malabar, Coromandel,. 
and Bengal, would not prevent them from protc6ling cfEfc-- 
tuallj any faâories it might be thought advantageous to- 
eftabliflk on thefe Induflnous coalls. They would, more- 
over, be defended, by immenfe feas from the ravages which' 
fo often afFeÛ the continent, and would be eafily prefcrved 
from the temptation of interfering in. the contctts. which 
prevail there. 

This diikince, however, would not prevent the archipc-. 
lago from being fure of fubfiftence. No country in Afià 
abounds more in fruits, fagb, coeoa trees, and efculent 
plants of s^l kinds. Rice, which in the greater part of In- 
dia muft be watered by dint of labour twice a day, till its- 
gram is well formed, is more eadly cultivated in the Phi— 
Eppines. When it is fown on the borders of rivers, or in 
plains which may be covered with v^ter at pleafure, It . 
yields two plentlrul crops in a year» without requiring any 
attention,; till the tihie of gathering iti* 

All the grains of Europe, thrive In thefe IHands. They 
would furnifli a fufficiency of them for the failors, however 
Bumcrot)s they might be^ i£ the negllgçnc^ aiid tyranny of: 
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theçovemment h^ noi condemned inoft «f t)it lands to I 
^àÎDcful fterîlity.* 

The Dumfoer of cattk on thefe iihuids I'l a matter of 
tftG»ni(hmçnt to all voyagera» £?try leUgious community* 
hu infadows from five^and-tw«nty to thkvf leagues in ix- 
teotj covered with fôrty or fifty thoufand oxen: Althotigfa' 
thry are not wacçhçdy they feldom gel beyond the tî? era 
and mountams ^hich are the boundanes'of thcfe poflefikms. 
Hiofe T^hkh baj^pen to go aftray» are eaûly known agaîn^ 
y^ the mark of the different orders» which id împreffed on 
luetn with a bot irôa^ and they are always faithfully reflored 
to their proper owners. Slnct the Invadon of the Englifl), 
and the ravages that ^ere the confequence of it, the num- 
ber of horned cattle is' léiTened: but it is Ô yery coti^* 
fide^bla. 

B«^e the yeat I744t none of our tegrtaWes grew oii 
tlie fertBe Tofl bf ihk FhiSppin^s. At thnoeriod Mûi€ 
de Vaidi^jÉue fearrîed fomc feeds the*é. iV" i^^^fe uf«M 
p^ts hatfTuccéeded» wlien e^bt monthi After» the èukU 
^^tx ^^^ ^'^'^ caSed away euewhere by his commerciat 
coaibehis, left his garden to anothet Frencjiniaa fettled in 
tkéfe^ iilands. The Spaniards/ who had not without 
jeabttfy feen a forei|jntr (hew them what they ought to 
We done two centuries before, lOfc pp wrth fo.much rto^ 
lence agatnft his fucceâbr» that in order to reftore tfan* 
quOKty, the admmiftration thonght thcmfcltes obliged to 
vrder thefe whôIeforQje roots to he pulled vtp. Fortunate» 
V> the CKneîe, who' are inceffantly intent «poii every 
thing that can contribute to the improremcnt of their 
fortune, had privately taken care of them. By degrees 
the people grew reconciled to an innovation of fo ufcful a 
Jtind; and it is at brefent one of the chief rclôurcçs of thé 

ouch is then one of the eifeôs of harional^hatred, that it 
inclines the natives rather to deprive themfclves of a benefit, 
tban to owe it to ftrangers ; and particularly to "the French^ 
. who of all other nations are the moft detcfted, nôtwLthftandîng 
tW- connexion fubfifting between the two govern mcnti, 
From whence can this antiftathy àrtfe ? 




210 RISTOUT OF »TTLBMENTS AND TRADE B^i ^ 

great a fault î TKcy arc warmly aod 'qufckly Interefledy 

and fomctimcs for trifling matterar^ while .obj.eâs of more 
ktiportance cither affe^ them little» or only excite their 
ridîcule* This' is their fayoarita weapon» and the moil for« 
xnidable for others» as. well as for themfdvef. They pafa 
vapidly from pleafure to paia» *and from pain to pleanire. 
A Fienchman wotild find himfelf fatigued wkh a contlnua- 
tioo of the fame happinefs ; he fcarce ever experiences any 
deep fenfatîofis* He becomes infatuated with any thing ; 
but. he is neither whimfif»!» nor impatitsnt» nor eothufiaftiQ* 
He cares very -fictle for religion» but he r<fpeébi the priefll^ 
hood» without having either eftcem or reverence for it. 
He never troubles himfelf about affairs of ftate» unleis it be 
tp write his ballad or his epigram upon the miniftry. This 
levity is the ong^în of a fpecies of equality» of which there 
are; 00 traces anywhere elfe. It fometimes puts a' mat» of 
the loweft ranjc» who has wit» upon a level with a noble- 
man. The French are» in fome fort» a people of .women s 
for it is among the women particularly, that in the midft of 
inconfifteocy» folly» and caprice» we difcern fome ^eat 
emotion that furprifes us ; we hear fome word that delighta 
us» and we perceive fome ;^6i of ftrength and fublimityv 
The French are endowed with exquifite fenfibility» and 
with a very refined talle ; this is confident with the fenti* 
ment of honour» the gleam of which diffufes itfelf over all 
ranks» and upon every objeô. The French are braye* 
They are rather indifcreet tnan open ; more libertine tha^ 
-voluptuous. That focial difpofuion» which leads them to 
affembie in numerous companies» and to vifit feveral of thefc 
in a day» makes every thing grow old with them in an in- 
ftant ; writings» politics, famions, vices and virtues. Every 
week has itshero» in good as well asbad aélîons. Fraace is the 
country; where it ismoft eafyforaman to get himfelf talked 
of» and where it is moft difficult for him to be talked'bf for 
any time. A Frenchman loves talents of all kinds; and they 
are fupportcd in his country lefs by the rewards of govern- 
ment than by popular eilimation. He -honours genius. He 
18 too ready in growing familiar ; which is an inconvenience 
to himfelf» apd to all perfons who wlfh to conciliate refpe^. 
The Frenchman in your company is every thing you would 
wifh him to be» but you muft be upoft your guard with 
.kirn ;. for he improves upon every tiling that others invent. 
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Such .arc the features of which he carries the impreflioD ip 
a manner more or^ Icfs tnarked, into thofe coontiies which 
he vifltSy rgtb^r to gratify his curiofity^ tlian to add to his 
Iflowledge. Accordingly, he brings back with him no- 
thing more than preteolions. He is better calculated for 
converfation than for friendfhip. He has a numerous fet 
of acquaintance, and yet he often dies in folitude. He is 
the being upon the face of the earth» who has moil enjoy* 
mcnts with the feweft regrets. As he does not attach 
himfelf ftrongly to any thing» he has foon forgotten what 
))e had loft. He poifefles» in a fuperior degree, the art of 
fubllitution, and is affified in it by every thing about him* 
If we except that diTgu fling partiality he has for his own 
country» and which it is nrnX in his power to conceal» the 
young Frenchman» cheerful» light» agreeable» and trifling» 
appears to me the, mod amiable m^ of his nation \ and 
the Frenchman» matured bv age» .wclKinformed» andj>ru» 
dent» who has preferred all the agreeable manners ot his 
youth» is the moft amiable and th^ moil eftimable man of 
aH couatries. , , 

Notwithftaoding this» moft people have an avcrâon to 
the French: but they fire particularly intolerable to the 
Spaniards» to thofe among l;hem efpecially who have not 
contrailcd the vices» virtues, charafker» and manner^ pccu* 
liar to their country, with others of a totally oppoûte na« 
turc. This averfion fecms evenlto have become more con* 
firmed fince the beginning of the prefent century. We, 
fhould be tempted to fuibcft» that France Is confidercd by 
the nation to which (he has given a king» with the fame 
contempt» as a man of quality» who has married below his 
Tank, {hews for his wife's family. If this be the cafe, the 
prejudice w31 never be overcome, till the Bourbons fhall 
have been natursdized in Spain, by a long fuccefiion. of 
flourifhing reigns. 

Let us now return to the Philippines. 

Independent of what ferves for the fubfiftence of the 
Datives of the country» and of the conquerors, thefe iflands 
afford a number of objeâs, fit for the trade carried on from 
one part of India to another ; fuch as tobacco, rice» canes, 
wax, oils, cowties» ebony, dried fifh» rafms, Japan wood: 
but more efpecially thofe birds nefts, dried nags pizzles» 
and fea-dogs, which are fo eagerly fought after by all thf 
people of AÇa» and particularly by the Chifefc, 
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Hitherto, fagar has been only cultivated for the con- 
fumption of the colony. The apprehenfions of having its 
price a little raifed, has Qcçafioned. the exportation of it to 
be prohibited, with heavy penalties. This erroneous fyftem 
cannot laft. Permiifion will foon be obtained to fumifh 
the greateft part of Aixa with a produé^ion, for which the 
foil of the Philippines is esctremely ^vourable. Iron will 
be an additional objeâ of the trade of thcfe iflands. 

This metal abonnds, and is of fuperior quality, through- 
ont the whole archipelago. ■ Neverthdefs, none of the 
mincsrhad yet been opened, till about the year 176S, when 
âimoq de Àuda fortunately thought of eilabliihin^ forées. 
The fuccefs would have been more certain, if this aSive 
^vemor had not begun too many undertakings at once ; 
if his projeâs had been more maturely confideretl ; aad if 
he h^d employed, to bring them to perfeâîôn, m^• 
thods fiiore bontormable'to tlie principles of humanity and 
ipftice; ' ■' ' ■'/.'' 

-'Thc'exccHcnt copper ti^hich is difpcrfed over fevetal of 
the Philippine iflands, is not le/s worthy of.thc attention of 
government. This metal is employed in India for the 
vtffeld ufrd in ouhKc worfhm, for ordinary uten&Is, for 
coins, which muft be inccffantiy renewed, becaufe the people 
af e as eager to bury them, as rich men are to conceal more 
precious trcafures under ground. The Dutch draw from 
Japan what is ncccffary to fopply all thcfe wants. They 
will neccflarilr lofe this branch of their trade, if the Spani- 
ards, awakened from theii; lethargy, ihould venture to dit- 
pute it with them. 

The Philippines have, above the other European colo- 
niei, the advantage of polTeiling gold. 'Tht Indians find 
fome particles of it in the fand and flime of the rivers, which 
carry it along with their ftreams. The quantity they col- 
ledl may amount to five or fix hundred thoufand livret 

S from 20,833!. 6s. 8d. to 25,0001.3 per annum. They 
elîver if in private to fome foreign navigators, who in re- 
turn fupply them with merchandize. Formerly it was fent 
Tnto America, for Cavendifh found to the value of 658,800 
livres [27,450!.] of it, upon the galleon that was failing to- 
wards Mexico. If âpain, foregoing, its ancient maximi, 
fhould encourage this ipecies of induftry, by leaving to thofe 
who ihould <jevote themfelves to it the free ufe of the 
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nches it would produce, would not that kingdom fecure to 
itfelf an additional refourcc for trading to advantage in the. 
Indian feas ? 

It would not be reduced to the neceiSty of dcfiring that 
foreign navigators Ihould come in queft of the produâioni 
of thefe iflands. As the Philippines furnifli plenty of nsa- 
terials for a w^ll^eftablifhed navy, its fubjcâs might frequent . 
all the markets, and add die benefit of freightmg to their 
other advantages. 

This aâivity would pave the way for the commuMcatioa 
between this and the mother-country. In the preiient con- 
fiifed date of the Philippnes, it is not eafy to forefee what 
they may one day fumim to Spain. It now procures from 
thence alum, bufiidoes' hides, caffia, woods for dying, fait- 
petre, tortoifc*fhell, and mocher-'of-pearl, which the ChineCe 
nave bought up» in order to fell it again to the Europeans at 
Canton, for three timea the price they have gpven for it ; 
cacao, which, though brought from Mexico, has not dege- 
nerated ; and indigo, which the bounty of nature produces 
fpootaneouny. An enlightened man was defirous of at- 
tempting, in 1750, to give this rich plant every improve^ 
meot it might receive from cultivation < This novelty met 
with a general and violent oppofition. The marquis d*Oban- 
do> who was governor at that period» was obhged to take 
this citizen under hiis protedtiouy and ailigned htm an inclo^ 
ed territory, where he might cany on bis operations with 
fafety, . The experiments were all extremay* fuccefsful ; 
and finee tbi& event, the cultivation of this precnbiis dye has 
t>een attended to» though not with fufficient induftry. 

If an indolence peculiar to the Spaniards had not in^^* 
cd their progrefs in every things they would have naturalize 
fd the fpîces, two centuries ago, upon this territory, {q 
contiguoqs to the Moluccas. Perhaps thcv might' have 
Glared vrith the Dotch this fouircc of wea)tl|. It will.be 
committing a new fault» to defer any longer an oxperim^oty 
the greatett inconvenience of which is,' that of its b<ing 
ûfdefs. > • . 

This government niight alio; be prompted, by the excel- 
lent quaaty of the cotton çi4tiv4ted îo the Philippines, to 
cftabhfh there» with the afli^^nce of the inhabitants of the 
continent! beautiful 9tid minaefous m'amifii^urçjs* While 
they wer^.^rs^itipg fprt^^iuccefs, \(:hich, in new undertak- 
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ingt, hoi^ever well planned, is always flow, the Spaiuards 
woyld purchafe in foreign markets th« filks, ' callcoesi and 
other articles of the produce of Ada, fuitabte to their, 
cottntry, and would obtain them at a lower price than their 
competitors. All the nations in Europe employ the fîlver 
they get from America to trade with in India. Before this 
precious metal can reach th^ place of its deftination^ it 
muft have paid conûderable duties, taken a prodigious com- 
pafsy and have been expofed to great rifks ; whereas the 
SpaniMs, by fending it diredly wm America to the Phi- 
h'ppincs, would fave duties, time,, and infurance ; fo that 
while they fumifhed thé fame fum as the rival nations, they 
• would in reality make their purchafes at a cheaper rate. 

If the fimplc plan we have traced out Ihould ever be car- 
ried into execution, the Spaniards, who are fettled in Afia> 
woold ncceffarily, and forever emerge from that indolent 
ftate t>f diflbIution> in which they have langnifhed for two 
centuries. The fubdued people would bleis a government 
that Wtig become equitable ; and thofe who are ftill contend- 
ing for their independence, would fubmit, in multitudes, to 
the controul of wife laws. The neighbouring nations, 
whom pride or injuftice have driven from the ports frequent- 
ed by their forefathers, would again direft their fhips into 
harbours, where induftry and harmony' were united. The 
European merchants, who are opprcffed with the fetters of 
monopoly upon the Indian feas, would carry their aâivitj, 
their knowledge, and theif ftock, into an ^fylum of happi- 
nefs and liberty. The colony, the revenues of which 
amount to 2,728,000 livres (^113,666!. 15s. 4d.3 would no 
longer coft Spain annually 527,500 livres r2 1,9791 . 33. 4d.j 
tind would become one of the flneft ^ttlements in the 
world.- 

This revolution can never be effeéled by an exclufive 
company. For thefe two centuries paft, iince the Europ- 
eans have frequented the feas of Afia, they have never been 
animated by a truly laudable fpirit. In vain have fociety, 
morality, and politics, been improved amongft U6 ; thofe 
diftânt countries have only been witneifes of our rapaciouf- 
ncfs, our reflleifnefs, and bur tyfanny. The mifcliief we 
have done to other parts of the world has fometimes been 
conipen fated by the knowledge 'we have imparted, and the 
wife inftitutions we have eftablifhtd : \hx. the lodi&ns have 
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ftiU contlmxed under their former darkneft and d«fpotifin ; 
and we have taken no pains to refcue them from thofe 
dreadful calamities. Had the feveral governments direôed 
the ftcps of their free traders, it is probable that the love of 
glory would have been um'ted to a paffion for richcft, and 
that feme nations would have made attempts capable of 
rendering their names illuftrious. Socfa noble and difinter- 
efted intentions could never be porfued by any company of 
merchants ; v;ho, being confined by the narrow views of 
prefent profit, have never emploved their thoughts aboqit the 
bappinefs of the people with wnom they traded ; a ciiicttm- 
fiance which, being naturally expe6ied,.hath never been im- 
puted to them as a crime. 

How much would it redound to the honour of Spain, to 
(hew a fenfibility for the interefts of numkind, and to en- 
deavour to promote them ! That nation now begins to fhake 
off the fetters of prejudice, which have kept it m a ftate of 
inSuicy, notwithttanding its natural ftrength. Its fubjeâs 
are nbt yet degraded and corrupted by the contag^n of 
riches, from which they have been happily prcfervcd hy their 
own indolence, and by the rapacioufneis of their govern* 
ment. Thefe people nnift neceffarily be inclined to what is 
good ; they are capable of knowing it, and no doubt would 
praeUfe it, having all the means in their power from the 
pofléfliona their conquefts have ^iven them in tlie richeft 
countries of the univerfe. Their fhips, failing from their 
iéveral ports, might either meet at the Canary {(lands, or 
feparatdy proceed to their feveral deilinations, and thus be 
the means of procuring happinefs to the remoteft parts of 
Afia. They might return from India by the Cape of 
Good Hope; but would go thither by the South fea, 
where the faleof their cargroes would greatly increafe their 
capitals. This advantage would fecure to them a fuperior- 
ity over their competitors, who fail with falfe bills of lading, 
feldom carrying any thing- but fil ver. They would meet 
with a frcfh fupply of provifions up the river Plata, if they 
ihould be in want of them. Thofe who were able to wait 
longer would only put into Chili, or even proceed to the 
iiland of Joan Fernandez. 

This delightful iiland, which takes its name from a SpSL- 
aiardto whom it had. been given, and who took a^xlillike to 
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it afcer Hé bad lived thttc fomc cohfideraUc tlihe, is iîtuat- 
cd at no leaçues diftaoce from tke continent of Chili. Its 
grcittcft length is but about 6ve leagues» and its<breadtfa 
not quite two. In this fmall fpdt^ vmefe the hnd is very 
tnountatnous and irregular, there îs a clear tkff pure air, 
excellent water, and every vegetable that is deemed a fpeci- 
fic againft the fcurvy.* It has appeared from experience, 
that aU forts of European and American com, fruit, and 
quadrupeds wtâ fucceed there extremely well. The coafts 
abound with IHh ; and, befideâ all thefe advantages, there is 
alfo a good harbour, where (hips are fheltered fn>m every 
wind bat the north, and even tiiat never blows io ftrongly 
as to be produélive of any danger. 

Thefe conyeniencies have induced all the pirates who 
have infefted the coails of Peru, to put m at Juan Fernan- 
dez. Anfon, who went to the South feas with more im* 
portant projeétâ, found there a comfort abTe and fafe afy« 
lum* The Spaniards, àt length convinced that the precau* 
tion they had taken to deftroy the cattle they had placed 
there was infufiicient to keep off thett enemies, took the 
refolution, in 1750, to people it. Unfortunately, the new 
eolony was placed on too low a fpot, and of the bundled 
and feventy-oflc pcrfons of every age and fcx who corapof- 
ed It, fxve-and*thirty were fwallowed vsp^ fix years after, by 
the furges of the ocean, whid» ciccciedcd its bounds^ Thofe 
who had efcaped the vmvày were Jxod uposi an emi^ncnce 
which commands the ' lun'boor ; wkà for their fecunty, a 
fmall fortification has b^ea raifed, defended by a ganilbfi of 
fixty-fix men. It 'now bttcame neceiiiry to :thinK of fup- 
plying their wants. All the (hips emdoyed in trading' be- 
tween Per-u and Ghili were* at fir A obliged to ftop at Joan 
Femandex. > This tyttannicalf eismpiaUton' conld not be laft« 
ing ; and the government at kngth refokcd^ pnrpofely, to 
fend two fhips there every year.- 

' This poil win become a ufaftil fetckmest, i£ the court of 
Madrid will bat «Mend to hffr own intereft. • It is needled 
to purfue thift fubjeâ any further. The plan, which wc 
have 'done nothing more thaa fuggeft^ wonld evidently tend 
to promote the trade, the navigationr aad the g^eatoe^ of 
Spain» The-cooncâiona titat Ruiila keeps np with China 
1^ land, can- never acquire ^he feme degree of importance* 
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BcrwifiN thefe two empires» tbe greatocis Oeneral idta 
of which aftoniihes the knagination', there it of Tartarjm . 
an îmmeDfe fpace, known in the earliefl times 
by the name of Scythia, and fince by that of Tartary. Tbi« 
region, takea m its full extent, is bounded on the well by 
the Cafpian fea and Perfia ; on the fouth, by Perfia» Indo- 
ftan, and the kingdoms of Araean and A va» China, and 
Corea ^ on the eail, by the Eaftern ocean ; and on the 
north» by the Frozen ocean. One part of thcfe vaA de* 
ierts is fubjeél to the Chineie empire ; another is under the 
<fonHnien of Ruifia ; the third is independent» and is called 
Kharifm» and Greater and Lefs Bucharia. 

The inhabitants of thefe celebrated regions have always 
h'ved by hunting and filing» and upon the milk of their 
^ks ; and ha^ ever had an equal averfîon for living in 
cities, forti fedentary life, and for the toils of agriculture. 
Their origin and their cuftoms» fo far as we are acquainted 
wkh them» are equally ancient, for the former eould never 
be traced» on aeeount of their fequeHered and wandering 
way of lile. They have lived in the fame manner that theiv 
forefathers did ; and» if we look back to the remoted anti* 
quity, we (hall find a very ftriking rcferoblance between the 
men of the earlieft ageSj and the Tartars of the prefent time. 
Thefe people have in general been followers of the great 
Lama» who refides at Putali» a town fituated in a diflriâ» 
which ^wrtly belongs to Taftary, and partly to India. This 
cxtenfivc region» where mountains rile above one another» 
i» called Boutan by the inhabitants of Indoftan, Tangut by 
the Tartars, Tfanli by the Chincfe, Laffa by the Indians 
beyond the Ganges» and Thibet by the Europeans. 

Their religion appears» from mpmimcnts of undoubted 
authority, to be of above three thouCand years (landing, and 
is founded on the exiftence of a Supreme Being, and the 
fuWimeft principles of morality. 

It has been generally imagined^ that the followers of the 
Lama bdieve him to be immortal ; that, in order to matn« 
tain the deception, this divinity never appears but to a few 
favourites ; that, when he receives the adoration of the peo- 
ple, it is always in a kind of tabernacle, where a dim light 
ftiews rather a faint reprefentation than an exaél refemblauce 
of that Irving, god ; that, when he dies, another pried is fub- 
ftitiited ÎB his ftead, as- nearly of the fame fize and fiffure as 
VoLlL K 
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pûfîible ; and that, by means of thefe precautions, the delu-^ 
fion 18 kept up, even on the very fpot where the farce h 
afted ; and much more, without doubt, in the mind» of be- 
lievers, who are further removed from it. 

A fagacious philofopher has lately deftroyed this prejudice. 
It is true, the great Lamas feldom fhew themfclves, the 
better to maintain that veneration they have infjpired for 
their perfon and their myftcries; but they give audience 
to ambafladors, and admit princes who come to vifit them. 
But if their perfon be feldem to be feen, except on fomc 
important occafioDS, or on great feflivals, thtir pi&ure is 
always in full view, being hung up over the doors of the 
temple at Putali. 

The circumftancc that has given rife to the fable of the 
immortality of the llamas, is, that it is a tenet of their 
faiih, that the holy fpirit, which has animated one of thefe 
pontiffs, immediately upon his death paffes into the body of 
him who. is doely eleiScd to fucceed him. This tranfmi* 
gràtion of the divine fpirit is perfeélly confonant to the 
doôrine of the metempfychofis, which has always been the 
eftablifhed fyftem in thofe parts. 

The religion of Lama made considerable progrefs iq early 
times. It was adopted in a large part of the globe. It is 
profefled all over Thibet and Mongalia ; is almotl univerfal 
in Greater and Lcfs Bucharia, and feveral provinces of Tar- 
tary ; and has fome foUoweis in the kipgdom of Cailimere 
in India, and in China. 

This is the only form of worfhip that can boaft of fucb 
remote antiquity, without any mixture of other fyftems. 
The religion of the Qîinefc; ha§ 'feeen frequently adulter9tcd 
by, the introduâion of foreign .deities and fuperftitionst. 
which ;have i)eea adapted tç the. tafle of the lower clafs of 
people. .The Jews have feen an. end of their hierarchy, 
and their temple has been vdemojilhed. Alexander and 
Mohamroed ufed their utmoil endeavours to extinguifti the 
, facred fire of the Gaurs, Tamerlane and the moguls have 
in a great meafure diminilhed the worfhippers of the 
god Brama in India. But neither time, fortune, nor men, 
. have ever been able to fhake the divine power of the great 
Lama. , . 

This is an efFcft to be rcferved to the improvement of 
the human mind. If the Tartars be enlightened, they will 
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{bon examine lato the nature of their creed ; they will diT- 
pute, and take up arms againd each other : but fuperflîtîon 
will arife half extindl out of the ftrearas of blood which {he 
has fhed. In order not to lofe all his influence, the pricfl: 
will give up thofe points of his IVilem which arc evidently 
iocompatible with common fenle ; and he will defend the 
red again (t the attacks of iulidcls. This revolution will 
however be more flowly brought about, than in thofe em- 
pires which have not a well-regulated eccIefiaHical hier- 
archy, ancj where there is not a fupreme head, whofe office 
it is to fupport the doclrines in their primitive (late. The 
Lamas themfelves confefs that they are no gods ; but they 
pretend to reprefent the divinity, and to have received a 
power from heaven to decide ultimately on whatever relate» 
to public worfliip. Their theocracy extends 'as fully to 
temporal as to fpiritual mz^tter's ; but all civil matters, look- 
ed upon as profane by them, they confider as inconfiftent 
with their dijiity, and therefore commit the care of go- 
vernment to perfons whom they judge to be worthy of their 
confidence. This circumdance has fucceffively occafioned 
the lofs of feveral provinces of their vail dominions, which 
have fallen a prey to their governors. The great Lama, 
who formerly was abfolute matter of all Thibet, now pof- 
fefles but a fmali part of it. 

The tehgious opinions of the Tartars have never enerv- 
ated their valour. Hardened by the frotts of the North, 
and by the fatigues of a wandering life ; inceflantly under 
arms, and perpetually engaged in battles, thefc people have 
never ceafed being warlike. An ardent, wild, and reftleli 
diipofilion, has always difgufted them of their poor and un- 
cultivated deferts. Ambition has always attradled their 
avidity towards the countries of Afia, celebrated for their 
opulence. People whom the arts and a foft climate have 
rendered effeminate, could not fupport the attacks of thefc 
hardy and ferocious men. The habit of going to war with- 
out pay and without magazines, has carried their paffion 
for plunder to'the raoft inordinate excefs : and as they were 
incapable of fecuring their conquefts by equitable laws and 
a ftridl policy, they have founded their power in all parts on 
terror and deûruélion. 

It was to check the inroads of thefe robbers into China, 
that, three hundred- years before the chrilliaQ era, that 
4 K$ 
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famous wall was built, which extends from the river Ho-^ 
ambo to the fea of Kamtfchatka ; which has a terrace run- 
ning all along the top of it, and is flanked in different parts 
with large towers, after the ancient manner of fortifying- 
Such a monument (hews that there mud have been at that 
time a prodigious population in the empire : but at the fame 
lame it feems to indicate that there was a want of prowefs 
and military (kill. If the Chinefe had been men of courage, 
they would themfelves have attacked the roving tribes, or 
kept them in awe by well-difciplined armies ; if they had 
been {killed in the art of war, they would have known that 
lines five hundred leagues in length, could not be defended 
in «very part, and that, if they were broken but in one 
place, all the reft of the fortificaion would become ufelefs. 

Accordingly, the inroads of the Tartars continued till 
the thirteenth century. At that period, the empire was 
conquered by thofe barbarians, und^r the command of Gin- 
gis Khan. This foreign power was not deftrpyed till after 
weighty-nine years, when it fell into the hands of an indolent 
prince, who was governed by women, and was a flave to his 
xninifters. 

When the Tartars were expelled from the conquefls they 
had made, they did not adopt the laws and government of 
China. When they repafTed the great wall, they rclapfcd 
into barbarifm, and lived in their deferts in as uncivilized 
a Ûate as they had done before. They united, however, 
lyith the few who had continued in their roving way of life, 
and formed feveral hordes, which infenfîbly became popu- 
lous, and in procefs of time incorporated into that of the 
Manchews. Their union infpired them again with the pro- 
jet of invading China, which was torn with domef^ic dif- 
fenfions. 

The difcoutented parties were then fo numerous, that 
they had no lefs than eight different armies, under the com- 
mand of as many chiefs. In this confi^fion the Tartars, 
who had long ravaged the northern provinces of the em- 
pire, feized upon the capital in 1644, and foon after upon 
the whole kingdom. 

This invafion did not feem fo much to fubdue China, as 
to add to its extent, by ti^e acccflion of a great part of Tar- 
tary. Soon after this, China was further enlarged by the 
fubmiifioa of the Mogul Tartars, celebrated for haripg 
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founded moft of the thrones ia AGa» and particularly that 
of Indoflan. 

This extraordinary revolution was fcarcc completed» 
when the empire was threatened with a new enemy, tha^ 
might prove a formidable one. 

The RufGanBy who, towards the latter Contention of 
end of the fixtccnth century, had conquer- the Ruffians 
tdthe uncultivated plains of Siberia, had andChinefem 
penetrated through a number of dcferts to Tartary, 
the river Amour, which led them to the 
Eaftern £ea, and as far as Selenga, which brought them on 
the confines of China, a country highly extolled for its 
riches. 

The Chinefe were apprehcnfive that the incurfions of the 
Ruffians might in time give them fomc difturbancc ; and 
they erefted fome forts to reftrain this neighbouring power, 
whofe ambition began to excite therr jealoufy. Sharp con- 
tefts then arofe between the two nations concerning their 
boundaries. Skirmifties were frequent between the parties 
engaged in the purfuits of the chafe, and an open war wa» 
daily expeéled. Very fortunately the plenipotentiaries of 
the two courts found means to bring about a réconciliation 
in 1689 J the limits were fixed at the river Kerbechi, neat 
the place of négociation, three hundred kagues fronfi the 
great wall. This was the firft treaty the Chmcfc had ever 
peen concerned in Hnce the foundation of their empire, and 
It brought on a new arrangement. They granted the Ruf- 
fians the liberty of fending a caravan every year to Pekin^ 
an indulgence which had always been denied to foreigners 
with the utmoft precaution. It was eafily perceived that 
the Tartars, though they conformed to the manners and 
government of the Chinefe, did not adopt their political 
maxims. 

This liberty granted to the Ruffians did The Ri^fftans: 
tiot infpirc them with moderation. They obtùinleave to 
perfifted in their ufurpations, and built, thir- fend a card" 
ty leagues beyond the ftipulated limits, a ci- van to China. 
ty, which they called Albaffinfkoi or Jafca. 
The Chinefe, having in vain complained of this encroach* 
Hicnt, at laft determined to avenge themfelves in 1 7 15. A» 
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the czar was engaged In a war on the Baltic, and could not 
fpare troops to defend the extremities of Tartar}-, the place 
was taken after a ficge of three years. 

The court of Peterfbnrgh was prudent enough not to 
give way to a fruitlcfs rcfentment. They fent a mînîfter to 
Fekin în 1719, with inftruéllons to renew the trade that 
had been loft' amidft. the late dlfturbances. The négocia- 
tion focceeded ; but the caravan of 1721 not Wng con- 
dueled with more caution th^n the former, it was agreed, 
that for the future no tranfaélîons fhould be carried on be- 
tween the two nations except upon the frontiers. 

Before this new arrangement, a caravan went every year 
from Peterfburgh, traverfed immenfe deferts, and was met 
on the frontiers of China by fomc hundreds of foldiers, who 
cfcorted it to the capital of the empire. There, all who 
belonged to it were (hut up in a caravanfera, to wait till 
the merchants (hould offer them the refufe of their ware- 
houfcs. The traffic being thus completed, the caravan re- 
turned to Ruffia, and arrived at Peterfburgh three years af- 
ter it had fet out from thence. 

In the ordinary courfc of things, the indifferent merchan- 
dize brought by the caravan would have been of very little 
▼alue ; but as this trade was carried on for the court, and 
that the goods were always fold under the immediate in- 
fpedion of the fovereign, commodities of the worft kind ac- 
quired a value. The admiffion to this kind of fair wa« a 
privilege which the monarch feldom granted but to his fa- 
vourites. All were defireus of approving themfelves wor- 
thy of this diftinAion, and the way to fuccecd was by over- 
bidding each other without difcretion, as each was ambt^ 
tious that his name fliould appear upon the lift of the buy- 
ers. Notwithftanding this ihameful emulation, what was 
put up to fale was fo trifling, that the produce, dedi^âing 
the confumption of the court, never amounted to 100,000 
crowns [12,500!.] 

Since the caravans have been difcontinued, two large ma- 
gazines have been eftablifhed at Kiatcha, one Raflian, and 
the other Chinefe, where all the articles, intended for ex- 
change, are depofited. Commiffaries appointed by the two 
nations fuper intend this trade, in which fppcie is very fel- 
dom ufed. If the Ruffians, who never give any, are oblig- 
ed fometimes to receive gold, they arc compelled to cede it 
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« 

to the crown, upon terms which indemRÎfy it for the taxes 
it would have levied on the merchandize. ' 

. The moft confiderable of the articles which the Chioeic 
bring to this (laple, i« green tea, *of an infinitely fuperiof 
quality to that which Europe receives acrofs the imwienfc 
tra<5l of fea. Accordingly, the Ruffians are obliged to pay 
for it a» much as twenty livres [163. 8d.] per pound j al- 
though they feldom fell it again for more than fifteen or 
fixteen f from 12s. 6d. to 138. 4d.] To indemnify them 
ibr tlUs lofs, they never fail to raife the price of their furs : 
but this arti^ce turns out lefs to their advantage than to 
that of the government, which receives a tax of fiw-and> 
twenty per cent, upon every thing that is bought or fold* 
The cuftome at Kiatcha fometime» return to the date as far 
as two million» of livres [83,333!. 6s. 8d.]; in that cafe, 
the trade of Ruffia with China muft amount to fix millions 
-t25o,cool.] 

It was not fo confiderable when Peter I endeavoured to 
cftablifh through independent Tartary a communication be- 
tween Siberia and India. 

That great prince, whbfe mind was always engaged itt 
fome ufeful projeél, was defirous of opening that communi- 
cation by means of the Sirth, which waters the Turkeftan ; 
and, in 1719, he fent 2,^00 men, in order to make hirofelf 
mafter of that river» 

TTiere was no fuch river to be found ; its waters had been 
'turned off, and conveyed through feveral channels to the 
lake Arall. This had been done by the Uibeok Tartars, 
who had taken umbrage at the repeated obfervations they 
had (êen making. So fingular an incident, therefore, de- 
termined the Ruffians to return to Aftracan. The govern- 
ment had loft fight of this objeé^, when, towards the year 
1738, the inhabitants of the two Bucharias, known by the 
name of Bucharfis, were themfelves defirous of trading with 
.Raffia. To encourage this uaexpeâed event, the treafury 
gave up. part of the enormous duties it generally requires. 
Orenbourg became the feat of this new trade. The Tar- 
tars bring there, from their own territories, thofe beautiful 
fleeces of lambs that are cut out of their dams bellies, in or- 
der that their fkins. may be clouded, white, and fine. They 
alfo bring various kinds of merchandize which they have 
drawn from Irtdoftan, and efpc^ially a qaantity.of rough 
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diaoAopds. They Ukewife bring about four HuikIrhI ^yin*- 
tals of excellent rhubarb- E^ch quintal coilfl 500 Uvrr^ 
£201. i6a. 8dp j and the colkge of trade -feUt it for aeiuiy 
jboble that tfum. 

. We cannot form (b advantageous an idea of the connect 
lioiis of Riiffia with the Indies by the Cafpîan fea. Ttia 
wasi however, in the remoieft a^es» th^ tjack by D^iicb 
Europe and Afia conrnnunicated with each other. The re* 
ffioDB bofderin^ upon that immenfe lake» which are lit prê- 
tent very much dicpopulatedy extremely poor» and iu a la- 
vage ftate, afford to tnuUîgent minds undoubted proofe ^ 
fonner fplendonr* Coins of the ancient kaliphs are daily 
diOcovered there. Thefe monuments» witK others equrily 
autheaticf would feem to favour the account of ibme Indi- 
ans having been {hipwrecked on the coafts of the Elbe ia 
the reign of Auguftus, which has always been coofidered aa 
fabulous, notwithftanding the concurrent teftimony of co* 
temporary vriters who related the faét. It has never been 
4mderftood how any inhabitants of India could (iiil 00 dtf 
Germanie feasj but was it more wonderful to fee «n lodiaa 
âradiog m the northeni countries» than to fee a RxKnan 
make his way into India through Arabia? The Indtima 
went into PerÊa» where they embarked on the Hircaniasi 
iea» £aik4 up the Wolga» peaetrated into Pernua by the 
Kama» and from thence might embark on the Nofcfaeni fe» 
lOr on the fialttc* 

Ëoterprîfing ii>en have appeared» and will for ever appear, 
» aHagCfc Man had within himfdf a natural energy that tor- 
«ments hin^; and which \% direôed by ufte, caprice* or faâidi- 
oufqefi« to tiue moft fmgular attempts. He is curious, «ad de- 
-firotis of feeingi and of being inforoted. The tlurft of know- 
kdge is icifi uoiverfal, but it is more irrefiftible than that of 
^Id. Man travels to a great diftance in order to acquire fome- 
ïthing ito fpcak of* and to make himfelf be fpoken of in his 
lown country* What the dc£re of fame produces io one» 
.the impatience of mifcry oocaiioos in another^ It is ima* 
.giaed that fortupe is more eafily acquired in diftant regions» 
>thaa near our own home. Men go a great way to obtain» 
without fatigue, what they could not otherwise get with- 
cvt a(&duovs labour. They traivel through laaineis» or in 
fearch of fods and dupes. There are fomo wretched beings 
mri» flatter themfelves theyfhall efcape their jdeibnyby 



fijok y, IN THE EAST AKD WEST iNDlBS.. Vkf, 

nmnmg away ftom tt. There are fome Intrepid men who< 
ceart danger ; othere, without either ftrength of mind or 
TÎrtiiey cannot fupport a poyerty which lowers them in fo» 
ciety beneath their ftation or their birth. Rain fuddenly 
brodght on, either by gamtag, by diffipation, or by iU-*coii^ 
cettted fchemes» reduces others to a ilate of indigence to- 
ivbidi they are Grangers, and which they go to conceal at 
the poles, or under the equator. To thcfe caufes-may be 
added others that are produi£Uve of conftant emigrations s 
itich as, the oppreffions of bad goyeniments, want of reH-^ 
gwus tokration, and the frequency of difgraceful punifh*- 
aoents, whidi drive the guilty man ftom a country where he 
would be obliged to walk witli his eyes turned to the 
ground, to another where lie may boldly pais for a nuin of 
probity» and look his equals in the face*. 

No foooer had the £jigli(h difcovered a-rchangel't about 
the middle of the fixteenth century, and fettled a commerce 
with Ruflia, than they formed the proje£b of opening a 
way into Perûa by the Wolga and the Cafpian fea> which 
would be much eaàer and fhorter than that of the PortU- 
guefe, who were obliged to fail round iVfrica and part of 
Aâa, to get into the gulf of Perfia. A further induce»* 
ment to atxempt this, was, that the northern parts of Per^ 
6a, bordering upon the Cafpian £ea, produce much richer 
comuMidities than the fouthern. The Qlks of Chirran, 
Mazanderan, and. more efpecially Gilan, are the bed in. all 
the Kaft, aD<i might be employed With adrantage in. any 
Hianufaâures. But the trade of the £ngli{h was not yet 
ftiffictently coafirmed, to encounter the difficulties^ that muft. 
attend io "voft ^uid fo complicated aa undertaking. 

iSome years after, a duke of Holftein, who had eftabliiii«> 
cd fome filk manufaélures in his dominions, was not deter*»- 
ped by thefe difficulties. He wanted to get the raw fillc 
froa^ Perfia» and feot ambafladors. thither, of whom there. 
neFer has been any other account but that of their voyage*. 

Wheathe French were convinced of the infiuence of 
trade on the political balance of Europe, they alfo. wifhed 
to procure Perfian filks by the way of Ruffia \ but thdr fa<^ 
Sal paffipn £or oonqueli made them fomt this, peo^ift, at» 
well as many others that have been iuggeiied by mon o£ 
«nderftaadÎRg, for the profpeiiiy of that great nation. 

fctej;!^ {^ded by nis own genifUSt h& owa 'aK^rkno^ 
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«tid the informations of foreigners, could not but be feitfi. 
h\e at h (I, that his fubjeéls were the people who ongfat to 
-enrich thcmfelve» by the prodtiâions of Perfia, and iir pro- 
cWTs of lime by thofe of India. Accordingly» in i^zx^.at 
the beginning of the comnootions that have oTertamedthe 
«nrjpiTc of the fophis, that great prince fètzed , upon .the 
fertile regions bordering on the Cafpian fea. The heat of 
the ch'mate, the dampnefs of the foil, and the malignancy 
of the air, deftroyed the troops that were left to defend 
thofe conquefts. Ruffia, however, did not refolvc to re- 
linqaifh the provinces (he had uftirped, till (he fbuod, ia the 
year 17 316, that Kooli Khan, who had conquered the 
Turks, could compel her to reftore them. 

The court of Pcter(burgh laid afide all thoughts of ca^ 
rying on any commerce with that part of the world, when 
an Engliihman of the name of Elton laid a fchetoe» in 
1741, tor putting hia country in poffefiion of it. . This ca- 
terpriiing man was in the fervice of Ruffîa ; his propo&l 
was, to convey the Engliih woollen cloths, by way of the 
Wolga and the Cafpian fea, to Perfia, to the north of la* 
doftan, and to the greateft part of Tartary. In confe- 
qaence of this traffic, he was to receive in exchange, gold, 
and fuch commodities as the Armenians fold at an extrava- 
^nt price, being mafters of all the inland trade of Aiia. 
This projeét was warmly adopted by the £ngli(h cmnpany 
in Mufcovy, and favoured by the Ruffian miniftry. 

But the Engfifh adventurer had fcarce begun to put it 
in execution, when Konli Khan, who wanted bold and 
aélive men to fécond his ambition^ found means to endce 
him into his fervice, and by his affiftance to. make himfelf 
mailer of the Cafpian fea. The court of Peter&urgh, ex« 
afperated at this treachery, revoked, in 1746, all Uie pri« 
vileges they had granted ; but this was an inefiPeoual rf- 
medy for fo great an evil. The untimely death of the Per- 
fian tyrant was much more likely to bring mattera into their 
jbrmer ftate. 

That great revolution, which once move plunged the fo- 
phy's dominions into a more complete anarchy than ever, 
feilored to the Ruffians the dominion over the Cafpian fea. 
This was a neceffiiry prelude to tht opening of a trade with 
Ferfia and India, but was not alone fufficient to infure its 
{oocffr J fribicti met with almeft infaperablc ok&^clo iran 
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tke Ariaaûafis. An a^ve oition, aocuftomci) to the ecft« 
«n mannera» in pofiejSion of a large capital, extremely» 
Atigal in their ezpences, who had already formed coonec- 
ttooa ffom tioie immemorial, entered into the minuuit de* 
ladld» and frmbvâccd «he moftcomprehiefifire fpecuUttoni.: 
ûicb a natio(B; was ttoi catfy to be fupplaiOed. Nor did the 
eoort of Ruifia expeéi it| bin, on. the contrary, eDde4« 
iKiured to iocreafe.theiiQmbev'of thefe able me<chaac«, an- 
ciently fettled at Ailraean. Its views have not baen crown^ 
'led with fuccefs. It is however exerting itl^lf. to furmooiU 
the t>b&ack8 that hav« prevented it ; aad. there, ia^ much ta 
expeâi from ther^ew &iad of fpirit that • f^çems to^aoimatc- 
the whole kîngdomîof^Ruffia.- ^. .^ . 

^ o ••••"* ■ • . • 

Tms empire, which, like ail others, ExM»^, govern^ 
Fofefrom fmall beginnings, is become, in mehUpopithtiQUy 
procefs of time, the larg^eft in the world» ami rtvenui^ rf 
its extent from «aft to we^ ia two thou- Rtiffiâ^ •> 
fand two hondred leagues, and iîrom foitth' 
to north about eight hundred. 

. £acccpting the provinees conquered at the beginning -of 
this, century on the borders of the Baltic, which have pre- 
ferved all the rights they before enjoyed ; th^ Ukraine, 
w^ch has been: maintained in the polTelfion of fome of its 
righisi ; and the wandenvg tribes which it has been impoJT- 
iibleto fubmit to any regular Xyftem of policy ; alUheoither 
parts of the empire zxc fubjeâ to the fame form of govem- 
' iDent* 
. Under tjiefe arbitmry laws, a body of Ignorant olergpy 
live, who in former timet were formidable, but who are •be'* 
come tradable fince they have been ftripped of the- poifef- 
fions lavifhed upon 'them by fupcrfliuony and of tht mill^ 
of fkives who u£ed to cultifvate them. 

After this» ra body of nobility prefents themrfelTeSy who 
art in pi^effioii of;mafkiof the lands, and k«ep in their de- 
pendence all the unfortunate men who cultivate 'them - !kt 
the fweat of their broim - * . . . .» 

After thefc, comes 'tbeidafs of free men« • Thefe are^ Qo 
obfoure» that Europe hat ft» a long» time been ignorant 'of 
thctr exiftence. AtpreDent y^c know* thht they are cdm- 
pofed of fc«r foïcigners, moiUy Germans, whom a rcftlefs 
fpbât iutf.dft^^^ icfid^ or nectffi^y com]^<tied« tovfeek a new 
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cottBtry ; of (evmi bappy and intdl%ent natives» who£s 
chams We bcm gr^duaUy broken» aM whp pn^efs the 
arts and corancrçe isithe citt«o ; çf a {jftiall DUiDbfir of j;idrt 
tivatoss» who h9ve jesitirely « at .febeîr . ova difpofai the poor 
kiikeritance that has been trasfKUtted to tbcm fmin thdraa* 
ccftors. The propeity^ of ithe£e ftarmen beeottest bf de« 
gf«eâ« the prey of £oine rich man* who» by making then 
fomç interefted ad«ao6iei« lia& indulged them in their kud» 
nfib, or in ihôr proluâoo. t . 

JLaftly» the loweft olisfa of the âate« if we may- glre then 
^tnaoe» ane the ilav^s. At the beginniitg fitfthe fix» 
IfjQOlJi.ceiitiary* there wesc few of theiD# imd .thcCe ail piû 
foners of war. The lords were then in- fûSfif&on of fie&» 
and the people cultivated lands tbafc belonged to them. A 
ufnv Ai^^Q^eiD^nc took place after the conqueft of Cazan 
%94 Aftraça»* Tbe(« beaulî&il and fettSp fa-oviices vme 
fa.p^w^erifeld^.attiiaâioii to (^e RoflEbo po^Guta, tJbidt, mi 
order to put 9 Aop to thie eovgcalioiii which was faeoonÛBg 
general, the rigorou» law whidb cosâoed them aX to dieir 
own glebe was publifhed ia 1556^ At this fatal penod 
ibiey lod th^iF property • as wefi at t^eir ptH^oak Itbevty» 
Tb^ir opp^^iSoP Im fmcfi bee» injcrea&d, and ihs .hvmait 
fpeeies hps Jt>ee9 more aod xnere d^raded.» 

This is undombtedly tbc C9»k that has neUmlcd or ao^ 
nihilftt^d the popvdation throughout the whole entire. Ia 
i755j y^ dÂd Aot o^mtain nip^tban eight tqiilion sine ban- 
dr^ jod ^%f'û^ thotifaod three wadded asd ibteeii 
males. Suppofing the number of women equal to that of 
sfm^9 thjc iffh^U a^wouA^ed «o.feiwnt^cs miUiou nige huikked 
^94 thirty thouf^^d fix hundred aad thinty'^wo lb«Is. To 
ibis f^Bji^r y^cft added the twdve huodned thoolfluid in» 
bd>À<MPi^ of tbfi prio^tnces tak^^ fnctf» Sweden in die be» 
ginning of the century ; add it was then found that Ruffia 
^4^vf|çr.ks4k)fBij«j«so i^ii^ffi^en millian i>ne .huadrad and 
thirty ttKM^aoii£¥ hiAudx«d smd tbiiitf[«awo 6riB J f> ^i e»d»< 
igjre f^f the 49rgyi the jiobiUt^ woA i^ army. If the waie 
with Prulfia» Poland» and Turkey» «pidQmi<»l difea&t, aod 
s|j»flliqufty have :fi^e opc^ofid. AD 'evident, dtmkiutîoftef 
1^ foii^Q9#r pi9P»la$ifM^;*iih« gFWt 8«<}ui£uo&s ttoeaUymade 
in l^thUf^Haii pièfc.ba;»«âBâ^hfide6fieB€y caufed bytbcfe 
drWffil fsourge^ 
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jmyîe rev«iHiie cc^ftot be considerable. It was fcerce any 
thing in mon^y, ^ifb^n Peter 1 afcctided tbe throne. This 
prince ralfed it to-' tlarty-five misions C'>45^333^* 6n. 8d.3 
AanebFooght k «p ioûiAj [2»50o,oocl.] and Elizabeth 
to-one iiutldred tnd twenty millions f 5^,000,000!.] It was 
eaprricd ftlitHigher during the War with the Ttitks, btit was 
nè(Êctd,' at the pea^e, to the (landard it was at when the 
troubles ceNTftmeflced^ At this peHod, the treafury owed 
rather confiderable fums to the-Gencjefcatwi Holtaflders> 
KfiiÎG^ have 'fificîf bi^en paid off. ft owed to the mrtîon 
near two hundred niillions C8»335,333K 68. 8d.] in- bMfll 
bflls, for which it had mortgaged a (j^uantity of copper dif- 
tnbiited in the different coffers of the empire ' 

it is an opiaten gienefaHy reeefved, that the people jire 
groaning uilder the weight of their taxes. Even after the 
burden has been much alleviated, it muft ftUl be mb«e 
lighteaedy if the v^ ào not mtittfply^ and efpéciaâly if agrî^ 
câtntc be aet reaoixhMj improved. 

It wouid be in vain to eaeourage it vu the noKhetn pro» 
vinees ^ nothing ca« thrive ki thofe frozen deferts* The 
fcattered inhabitants of this inhofpitable climate will never 
be foppiied wkh any kind of food and raiment» CKtept 
i»hat they can procure from birds, fifh, and wild* beail:s $ 
nor will they ever have any thing befide thefe to pay their 
taixeswkh. 

Fuvtber fForn the north, natwre begins to wear « aiildelr 
a&eéb, and the eoontry Ss more popuk)!», and more capable 
<H vegetation. In moft of tile provinces, the labourer is ik 
Mnat of ttotking b4it more perfeâ utenfils, better method! 
and move extenfive means for cakkation. The progrcft 
of knowledge gives reafon to think that thefe defieienceft 
^11 bé remedied. Particular attention will be paid to \^ 
Ukraine, which k^ perhaps, the moft frokfoî country ia 
1^ known world. It applies RulBa w^h mot of her 
home coiiiiisiption an^' articles of trade $ «nd yet ^e doek 
9ot receive the twentieth part of what it might be m^Kle Uy 
|Hrediice. The government will fueceed 4hê morè teadily 
M encouraging n»ral labouw, as fhe Ruffian? have an avet*-. 
fioo for reading in towns, «nd that they have irbii at tkek 
diitjoûiî, which Is |}»e great and ioèftimakle prinfum mèh^<€ 
sgniadture. Nature has furniAied it in plenty to moft of 
tke ootmtttc» .({I <tiie ^na^/, a^d^ has g^eu it t»^^e)& in 
asjierfc^ a ftate as* even to Sweden. 
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Befide thefe iron miRct» dif r«. are aUb othcrK whîck coa^ 

tain thofe prcciont metali that httç eftcîted the^ anpiditf of 

sU aatiotis» and in all ages. The filver- mines near A^lfoa 

have long been known ; and*othet«9 bath of filveraqd goUt 

* have lately been difccvered- in the -countcy of the BaSurSi 

It would be prudent in fome nations to condemn theft 

fovrcea of wesâth Co oblivion } but tlm ia not- the cafe^. with 

Ruflia» where alj^ the inland provinces are fo poor,, ttuft they 

ane fcarcely acqqaanted with tkofe ftgna that- have been 

ttoiveHally agre«i updn to^repitfent- every- atfticle of com» 

mçrce* ; r f/ - . ' - '•' • i ' ^ • • ..-' • • 

, . • . . . , J . .• . .J 

General trmie f(f The. trade which the Ruffianê «ha«8 
M^ffié, ' ' ' opened with China, Perfia, Turkey» and 

Poland) confifts principally in f drs^ fiiek 
M ermine, fables, white wolves, aAd bladt fbx^ ikins, which 
all come 6rom Sibeiia. Akhough the eaf>rice of the coa* 
fumers has raifed the value of théfe preoioo^ furs beyond 
what could have been expeéied, yet their pnte is ftia in* 
creafing. Thefe commercial conaeéUotts-ikoolâ be extend- 
ed to other objeâs. 

The exchanges of the empkewith the-ftates of the 
grand ûgnior, were reckoned nothing, or very inconûder* 
able* They will foon become of oonfeqiience, if the 
Ruffians know how. to avail themfelves of the right acquired 
by the bft treaties, of paffing from the Black' fea to the 
Mediterranean, and from the Mediterranean to the filaéh 
fea» This privilège, which no other nation had yet ob« 
tained, and which none has acquired fincey muft give to 
the tradtf and navigation of the Ruffians a degree of ex- 
tenfion, the botmdaries of which it would be prefamptuoi» 
to -fix. 

But the greateft denumd for the produce of the country 
win always be on the coaits of the Baltic ; fince it ts a faâ, 
that the merch«idize vrbich oonftantlT goes hism the fin^ 
port of- Peterfburgh, exceeds by a nintb part the quantity 
that is fent from the other two-and-forty cuftothe of the 
empire. In 1775» the exporta of Ruffîa, including the 
duty of five-and^wenty per cent, claimed by the foveretgn, 
amounted to sc6,40i,735 livres [4943J,4o6L is. 6d.]the 
imports, including tlie fame duty, did not exceed 66,544,005 
L^$lf^fi6Si' 1 7s. M. } Coafequentty the apparent bdaoce 
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\ra$ 599557»830 .livres [i>648,24tL i8B.4d.3 We have 
iatd the apparent balance ; for it is well known» by all per* 
fooa who are converfant in thefe mattersi that the anklqs 
which eome into the country» being generally of a fmaller 
bulk than thofe which go out of it» muft neceil&rily futniâi 
inpre frequent oppoxtunities of fmuggling. 

No country is fo happily fituated as Ruflla is for extend* 
iog its commerce. Alnaoft all its rivers are navigable. 
Peter the Great improved this natural advantage by the 
aMance of ait» and ordered canals to be cut to join thofe 
rivers together. The. moil important of them are finiflied | 
others are not quite completed» and fome are only planned. 
Such is the grand projeél of joining the Cafpian fea 4o 
the Euxine» by digging a canal from the Tanias to the 
Wolga. 

Unfortunately» thefe means» which render the circulatioii 
of all commodities fo eàfy throughout the whole empire» and 
whidi'Open £0 ready a communication with all parts of the 
I ëa^* ^^^ rendered ufielefs by a multiphcity .of obftacles* 
The govenunent has taken off part of the reftraints whidi 
had arifen from defeâtve inilitutions. Thofe which are 
owing to the manners will not fo eafily be got the better 
' of. 

Peter I decreed that the vafials tirho were poflefled of 
2500 livre» [io4l. 38» 4d.3 (hould have the right of being 
free» upon condition that they and their defcendants ihould 
pay annually to the heirs of their former mafter» what he 
cxaâed £rom them before their freedom. Thefe new 
citizens, without either education or principles» rooftly be* 
came merchants ; they brought with them into their re* 
cent ûtuation the vices they had contra^ed in fervitude» 
and tranfmitted them to their jpofterity. The prefent 
generation ftill partakes of its origm. 

The laws do not allow the foreign merchants to buy up 
the produâkws of the empire» in any other^place except in 
the ports ; and by the nature of the government» the na- 
tives have noty or cannot appear to have^ .capitals confix 
defable enough to form large magazinesé Traders are 
therefore under a neceflity of employing fome Ruffiaut 
agent to make the purchafes. This mi^n» at the time of 
his undertaking the bufinefs» diw^s requires half of the 
ftipulited price f awl the reft i» to be p»d on ttic dcUvery 
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of the goods. Th«feare fekiom fo g^od as.tbqr fboM 
be; and yet the porchafer docs not. often «reftife theo» 
either becaufe he haa fomc 4)rdeT8 to iaïèïy cnr becanfe- far i» 
apprcheaiivey not without realba^ that he Audi lofe aft the 
money he has advanced. . . . - 

If the foreigner (hould ha^e any thiogto £ell^ iir<^mnat 
find. purehaCiers unleft he will allow them a credit of a year» 
Or a year and a half. At tlie time of paymcst, they ufuaUy 
aik for a freih indulgence* If it be réfufed them^ they are 
condemned to an iatereft of eighteen per cent. The mote 
^he debt increaOss, ohe more distant is .the wiil or thepaC» 
iibiiity of Catisfyin^ it. Even the atrooionfhefa of the re* 
eulations contrived to prevent or to puniih bankmptcîest k^ 
favourable to the infolvent or fraudulent debtor. It fddon 
happens that the mercy of the judges» or the corroption-of 
the courtiers, does not fci>een tfaem fr«m the punHhments 
decreed againft the» by law. Powerful proteâiansi if they 
ibould be aecefiary, will'gratify the vengeance of the à» 
laded creditor ; but after he has obtained thefe dececes» 
pureHafed at a very high price, he will only be more cer^ 
lainly di£ippoioted m the expeétatioa of recovcnog any 
thiiB^ that was due to hinu 

Theie di(honeft aéls and depredations have not prevented 
the trade of the empire from making a tolerable progrefs. 
This would have been move rapid, and more coofiderabkf 
if the phyiical and natnical advantages had noit been obfti«> 
nately oppo£bd by political or moral cauCes ; if a mintAryi 
(educed or corrupted, had not put a ftop to cocnpetitioa, 
by favosring England to the prejixhae of other nations. A 
better anrangement in thia interefttog part of adminiftraooa 
>70ttld contribute much to the public felicity. Let us fee 
wbat influence the army could have upon it* 

Military Jirengtlt When Peter I afctndcd the throne^. 
^f Rujjiâu '. the miiifiary in RiHfia confifted only of 

40,ooD ' ftrttits, uodifciplined and fen»> 
cious* men» «ho^ had no coupage bot againil the people 
whom they opprefied} and againA the fovereiga, who» 
tiief depofed. or murdmd at pleafure.. This great priiict 
disbanded thoiie ibditioas troops, .and eftabliâied an army» 
SiûdeUed alter-' thc^fie of the «tlier .fkates in-£ur<^e. 
fiince tbe deatfa^if this^rrfojsmcrof tiM'ei 
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iânre been Rffl mone împrovcdt «nd efp^iaUy tscrcafcd» 
Tàey have b^w-gradoaUy f sîfed to tkree hundred and fe* 
lentf-five.thoc^iid ifbiir handred and ûitj-feveii meo. 

Notwîtbftanding the bravery» aumbei^ and difcî^'tie of 
its troops, Ru£Ba is, of aU the powers» that which ought to 
be the moft caudons of espoung the lives of its fubjeâs. 
l%e defire of ÎBiHreafîng a territory already too cxtenfive, 
ftoftld never tempt the ^fiians nr froan their own iron* 
tiers, or induce then to begin hoftilities* Ruffia will never 
isrataciûfe aadcompaâ &ite» or become an enlightened 
«nd ;âoBrî(faing notioTi» unkfs ic ftiould renounce the rage of 
eooqiteft, to apply folely to the airts of peace. None of its 
neiglibofirs can ccnnpel it to depart from this falutary 

' On the w»th fide» the empire is bettor guarded by the 
Frozen fea, than it would be by fquadrons and fortrefies. 

To the eaA, a fingie battalion and two field pieces would 
^i^>crfe àû, thehotfdes of Tarters that ihovld attempt t6 

Should Ferfia ever again become powerful enough to 
make iaay? attempts againil this empire» they would be ren» 
dered ineffeâual by the Cafpian fea» and by thofe immçnfe 
defcrts which fcparate that country from Rufiia. « 

To the ibitth» feditîons» ignorance» want of difcipline» 
ssnà every kind of corruption thi^ difgraces a nation» had 
fora cetitary pall âiakca the Ottoman empine* The Ruf- 
6an« have faUen unawares upon the Turks» m this date of 
ddgradatiofiy and . have i^ontriboted to enfeeble them ftift 
«aorc. They have broken the ties whidi attached the Tar^ 
itsn to this oomimon ; and by procuring the ceffion of feme 
^rts and tiarbours in the Crknea, have feoured to them* 
ieltcs the power of regulating» as their policy requires» tiic 
movements of this indefatigable» dedruâive, and ferocious» 
hody of ^horfe« 

To the weft» the 'Ruffians have nothing to fear from the 
Poles, who never had any foitificd towHR, nor troops, nov 
•««▼enue» nor government, and who have lately been depriv- 
«d^f Iwdf their terntory. 

^ In the beginning of this century; Sweden loft thofe of 
^er-conqlièfts from which (he derived flrength and riches. 
Whatever degree of energy fbe may acquire from her new 
'cp^tntiony fhe will never becâfine a fonnidable power. Far 
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from being in a>conditioii to aggrandize herfidf at the ex- 
pence of the Ruffians^ jfhc will, on the conti^ry^ âlwa3rs 
have reafoiv to fear» that (he. (hall he deprived by /them 'o€ 
'what ft 111 remains to her in Finland. ' ' ; 

It may pofUhly happen, that the fault which the court df . 
Peterfbargh as committed, in approyi mating the Pruffian 
territory to their pofieifions^ may one day bccation hoftili- 
ties. Some favourable circumilfnces may perhaps deter- 
•mtne this new neighbour to make good the claims of » the 
Teutonic knights upon 'Livoiria ; and then the blood of the 
Ruffians and Pruffians would (kain the waters of the Bàluc, 
ar>d v(MHiId be confounded under the vtaJ&s of Riga. The 
ambition of the houfe of Brandenburg.. wiUj however, be 
too habitually oppofed on the fide of Germany, to prevent 
that power from raifing any confidenible alarms in the 
north. 

; We learn, from thefe ohfervations, that the empire might 
diminish conûderably its land forces, ii they were deftined 
only to guard its provinces from invaiion : but as their chief 
employaient is to retain under the yoke people! who are aU 
.ways diffatisfied with an oppreffîve ^vernment, it is not aa 
eafy matter to determine how far they ought to be reduced* 
The navy muft be conGdered in another point of view. 

The inconiiderable connexions of Ruffia with the reft of 
Europe were wholly carried on by land, when the Engliftrp 
in feeking a paifage to the £aA«* Indies by the norther^ 
feas, difcOvered the port of Archangel. Having failed up 
the Dwina, they came to Mofcow^ and there laid the îosmr- 
dation pf a new tntde. 

Ruffia had as yet no other communication with her netgl^ 
boors but by this port, when Peter I invited the traders whp 
frequented the White fea to come to the Baltic, and endear 
voured to procure a more extenfîiré and advantageous mart 
for the produâtons of his empire. His creative geiitu9 
foon enlarged his vi^ws ; aad he wa^ ambitious of making 
his country become a maritime p9¥ren 
. His iird attention was engaged ta the conftrué^ioa of ve& 
fels fit for the defence of his own coafts, and for attacking 
thofe of his neighbours. Thefe are galleys of different di- 
meniions, fomc of which are fitted for-cavaky, buta greater 
number for infantry* As the troops themselves, who are 
taught to manage the^oar, compofe the crews,, the gtdk.^ 
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are armed without cxpence or delay. The anchor is drop- 
pe4, every night, and the forces land where they are leaft 
cxpedked. ' 

When the landing is efFe^ed, the troops draw the gaU 
leys on (horc, and form an intrenched camp of them* Part 
pf the army are left t» guard them ; and the reft are dîf- 
perfed about the country, upon which contributions are to 
be levied. When the expedition is at an end, they re -em- 
bark, in order to renew the fame plunder and dcvaftation 
on Come other fpot. A number of experiments have fliewn 
the efficacy of thefe armaments. 

This fuccefsful beginning encouraged the reformer of 
Ruiiia jto attempt to have large (hips : and it was at 
Çronftadt, which ferves as a harbour to Pcterfburgh, that 
he ftatioued his fleets. 

The fca is not broad enough before the mouth of the 
harbour. The (hips that are coming ita arc forcibly driven, 
by the impetuoiity of the Nava» upon the dangerous coafts 
of Finland. The way to it is through a channel fo full of 
bieakers, that they cannot be avoided, unlefs the weather 
be remarkably fine. The fhlps foon rot in the harbour* 
The failing of the fquadrons is greatly retarded by the ice* 
There is no getting out but with an eafterly wind ; and 
.the wefterly winds blow in thofe latitudes the greateil part 
of the fummcr. Another inconvenience is, that the dock- 
yards are at Peterfburgh, from whence the fhips cannot 
get to Cronftadt, without paffing over a very dangerous 
Bat that lies in the middle of the river. 

If Peter I had not had that partiality which great meai 
^ veil as others, have for their own plans, be might eadly 
Ijavc been made icnfible that Cronftadt and Pcterlburgh 
were improper places for the naval forces of RuiBa, an4 
ibat it was in vain to expert that art fhould remove every 
natural difad vantage. He would have given the preference 
^o Revel, which is much better calculated for this import^ 
ant purpofe. Perhaps, more mature refleiSiions would eveo 
nave convinced him, that it was not yet the proper time for 
him to afpirc to this kind of power. 

It is demonftrated both by reafon and experience» that a 
tt^vlitary navy muft have for its bafis a trading one. Rufliî^ 
^f all the European nations^ is that, which the abundance 
^ iu naval ftores and the bulk and qyaptity of its prodiu:- 
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tioflSi invites to a more aélîve and more extenfivc commerce. 
There wa» not however a fingle trading veflel in the whole 
empire, when the plan was adopted of fupplying it with a 
fleet. The founder of an empire, who had been acquainted 
with the natural progrefs of things, would have firlt turotd 
his views towards a commercial navy. This political ar* 
rangement was fubvcrtcd ; and the fucceflbrs of Peter I 
have never deviated from this erroneous fyftera» None of 
them have thought of furmounting the obftacles whichi 
arîfîng from a number of defeftive inilitutions, have thwart- 
ed mercantile expeditions, by which good crews arc foroaed. 
They have all confined thcmfclves to the fyftena of main- 
taining and multiplying fquadrons, which cannot have 
either knowledge or experience. At prefent this^iavy, the 
expence of which is ufelefs, is compofed upon the Baltic 
of thirty fhfps of the line, and twenty-one frigates ; in the 
fea of Azoph, it confills of eleven (hips of war, which 
fcarce draw eleven feet of water : and at the mouth of the 
Danube, of feven or eight lai^e barks, armed with guns 
of no inconfiderable diameter. It would be proper to dif- 
band the greatcft part of thefc forces, till methods had 
been put in pradtce to render them ufeful. 



Ohjlaçles which The changes we have taken the liberty 
prevent the pro- to fugged are indifpenfably ncccfTary to 
fperity of Ru/" render Ruffia a ilourifhing ftate ; but this 
Jta. is not the only thing required. To infurc 

the continuance of her profperity, fomc 
ftabîîîty muft be given to the oi-der of the fucceffion. The 
crown of Ruffia was long hereditary ; Peter I made it pa- 
trimonial ; and it became, as it were, ele£live at the laft rc- 
▼oltition. But every nation wifhes to know upon what right 
its government is eftablifhed ; and the claim that has the 
greateft effeA upon the people is birth-right. When this 
trident mark of fucceffion is removed from the eye» of the 
tttultitode, univerfal revolt and diflenfion prevail. 
* But it is not enough to give the people a fovereign whom 
they cannot refufe to acknowledge : that fovereign muft 
malce them happy ; and this can never be done in Ruffia^ 
till the form of government be changed. 

Slavery» in whatever fenfc we underftand the word, i» 
the ftate into which the whele nation h fallen. Amoii|^ the 
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fubjeéls of the empirei who are confidered as free» there 19 
not one of them who is morally certain of the fafcty of his 
perfon, of the permanent property of his fortune, or of li- 
berty» which may not he taken from him, except in cafes 
prcvioufly determined hy law. 

Under fuch a govern ment, no tie can fuhfid between the 
members and their head. If he (hould be always formid- 
able to them, they are no leCs fo to him. The flrength be 
exerts to opprefs them, is no other than their own united 
ftrength turned againil themfelves. Defpair, or a nobler 
fentiment» may every infiant turn it againil him. 

The refpeâ due to the memory of fo great a man as Pe- 
ter I, ought not to prevent us from declaring that his ta« 
lents did not enable him at one view todifcover every requi- 
ilte necei&ry to form a well-K:on(lituted ftate. He was na- 
turally a man of genius, and had been infpired with a love 
of glory. This paffîon made him aélive, patient, affiduous, 
indefatigable, and capable of conquering every difficulty 
which nature, ignorance, or cuftom, could oppofe, to pre» 
vent the fuccefs of his enterprifes. With theie virtues, and 
the foreign aids he called in, he fucceeded in eftabli(hing an 
army, a fleet, and a fea-port. He made feveral regulations 
necefiary for the profecution of his great projeéls ; but 
though he has been generally extolled as a lawgiver, he 
only enaéled two or three laws, and thofe bear the flamp 
of a favage dlfpofltion. He never proceeded fo far as to 
combine the happinefs of his people with his own perfonal 
greatnefs. After his noble inilitutions, his people were a^ 
wretched as ever \ and ilill groaned under poverty, flavery» 
and oppreûîon. He never relaxed in any one inftanee lus 
arbitrary power, but rather made it more oppreffive ; and 
bequeathed to his fucceiTors that deteÛable and pernicious 
idea, that the fubjefts are nothing, and that the foveireign 
isall. 

Since his death, this mifchievons fyftem has been copy* 
ftantly purfued. It has been impoflible to inculcate the 
idea that liberty is the birth-right of all men ; that every, 
well-regulated focîety ought to be direfted to the general 
good ; and that it is power obtained by unlawful mean^ 
which has deprived the greateH part of the globe of this na- 
tural advantage. 

Such has been the opinion of Catherine II. As.foon^ 



l^i HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Boeh T. 

this celebrated princefshad aflumed the reins of government, 
a report was fpread on all fides, that her dcfign was to reign 
over free men. At the inftant when her intentions began 
to tranfpire, upwards of a hundred thoufand vafTals were 
preparing a revolt agalnft their mafters. Many of the lords, 
who refided upon their eftatcs, were maflacred. This com- 
motion, the confequences of which might have fubvefted 
the ftate, made it evident, that it was neceflary to tame 
the bears before their chains were broken ; and»that whole- 
fome laws, and a diffufion of knowledge, ought to precede 
liberty. 

Immediately, a fyftem of legiflation wafe planned ; and it 
was defired that this code fhould be approved of by the peo- 
ple themfelves, in order that they might refpeft and adhere 
to it as their own work. ' " My children,*' faid the fovc- 
reign to the deputies of her vaft dominions, *« confider well 
•* with me the intcrefts of the nation : let us unite in draw- 
" ing up a body of laws that may eftablifh public felicity 
** upon a permanent bafis.*' 

' Catherine attended afterwards to the forming of men ; 
and was directed in her plan, by a bold and ftriking truth, 
addrefled to Peter I. That prince was flattering bimfclf 
with the greateft fuccefs, from the return of the young men 
whom he had fent to acquire knowledge in the moft en- 
lightened countries of Europe ; when his buffoon, who was 
attending to him, folded a piece of paper as hard as he 
poffibly could, and prefenting it to him, challenged him to 
efface the marks of the fold. But if it were impoffibic to 
reform Ruflla in a barbarous date, what hopes can there be 
of reforming it in a corrupt one ? If it were jmpoflible to 
give good morals to a people who had none, how can we 
cxpeél to inftil them into the minds of thofe who are taint- 
ed with bad ones ? Thcfe confiderations have determined Ca- 
therine to leave the prefcnt generation to itfelf, and to give 
fitr whole attention to pofterity. 

By her care, fchools have been eftablifhed, in wliich the 
nobility of both fexes are inftruâed in the ufeful fcicnccs, 
and in the agreeable arts.* Wife men, who have feen thcfe in- 
ftitutions on the fpot, have ccnfured the frivoloufnefs and 
parade that prevails in them : ^ but refleélion will fooner or 
later correal any defeats they may have« 

Other cftablifhments, perhaps ftill more neceflary, have 



Book r. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 239 

beeo formed in favour of the people* There it is that' 
young men, and young girls, receive, in feparate dwell* 
ings» during a term of fifteen years, all the kinds of in- 
ilf uâion adapted to the employments or profeffions- they. 
are to excrcile. When the focial virtues have taken deep 
root in their hearts ; when It has been impreflcd upon them 
that honour is the moil noble recompenfe of a virtuous 
mind, and that (hame is its moil dreadful punifhment, thefe 
pupils, bora in a Hate of (laverv, will no longer have any 
■mailer, and will become citizens in the utmoft extent of the 
word. The good principles in which they have been edu- 
cated, will diS'ufe themfelveSf in procefs of time, from the 
centre of the empire to the moft remote provinces ; and 
with the morals which mull neceffarily refult from them, a 
well-regulated liberty will be extended, which muft enfurethc 
felicity of the nation, under the eafy rtftraint of the laws* 

To accelerate the progrefs, always too (low, <ff a wife le- 
giilation, and a good education, it would perhaps be pro« 
per to choofe out one of the moft fertile provinces of the 
empire, to ere(â habitations there, to fupply them with all 
the implements of hufbandry, and to allot a portion of land 
to each houfe. It would then be advifable to invite free 
men from civilized countries, to give them the entire pro- 
perty of the houfes and lands prepared for them, to fecurc 
to them a fubliftence for three years, and to have them go- 
verned by a chief who (hould have no property in the coun- 
try. A toleration (hould be granted to all rchVions, and 
confequently private and domeilic wor(hip fhould be allow- 
ed, but no public form of worihip (hould be e{labli(hed. 

From hence the feeds of liberty would fpread all over 
the empire : the adjacent countries would fee the happinefs 
of thefe colonifts, and wiih to be as happy as they. Were 
I to be caft among favages, I would not bid them build 
huts to (belter them from the inclemency of the weather ; 
they would only laugh at me ; but I would build one my- 
feE When the fevere feafon came on, I (hould enjoy the 
benefit of my fore(îght ; the favage would fee it, and next 
year he would imitate me. It is the fanpe thing with an en- 
flavcd nation j we are not to bid them be free ; but we are 
to lay before their eyes the fweets of liberty, and they will 
wiih for them. 

I would by no means impofe upon my colonifts the bur- 
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"àen of tke 6rft expeocer I had incurred on tboir aeeoont ; 

BMicKlefs would I eoUtl the pretended deht Hpoa their <tf- 

ipring» This would be falic and inbaman policy* Is «ot 

a ftate fufficiealily rewarded by a man of twenty» twenty- 

-five, or thirty yeara of age, who volutitarUy devotes his 

pvrioQf hia ftrength, his talents, and hk life, to the fervtee 

of the public ? Muft he pay a rent likewife for the prefect 

.be makes ? When he becomes opulent, he may be coafi' 

dered as a fubjeé^ but not till the third or fourth genets- 

tion, if the project be meant to fucceed, and if the people 

»caa be brought to that condition, the advantages of which 

they have had time to be acquainted withr 

In this new arrangement, where the interefts of the mo* 
aarch will be blended with thofe of the fubjeei, in order to 
.drcBgthen Ruifia, fhe mud aim lef» at glory, and iacrifice 
the influence (he has aâumed over the g^nend afi^irs of Ea- 
rc^e. Peteriburgh, which has improperly been made a ca- 
».pital« muil be reduced to a mere t:ommerdal ftaplej^tsod 
the feat of government transferred to the heart of the effi- 
f pire» It is from fuch a centre of dominion, that a wife 
. fbvereign, acquainted with the wants and refources of his 
.people, will cffeâually labour to unite the detached parts of 
^ that large empire. From the fuppreffion of every kind of ùi* 
very will fpring up a middle Hate among the people^ with- 
out which, . neither arts, manners, nor learning, ever ex- 
ited in any nation. 

Till this (hall be accomplifticd, the court of RuSa will 
. endeavour in vain to enlighten the nation, by inviting fiun- 
. pus men from all countries. Thofe exotics, will pcrifli 
, there, as foreign plants do in our green-houfes. In vain 
..will they ereS fchools and academies at Peterfburgh; in 
, vain will they, fend pupils to Paris and to Romc,,to be train- 
ed up under the b^ft matters, Thofe young men, oa their 
return from their travels, will be forced to negleéi their ta- 
, lents, and embrace an inferior llation to procure a fnbfift** 
^encê. In all undertakings, much depends upon the firft 
fteps we take; and the firft ftcp is certainly to encoivraje 
' inechanic arts, and the lower claffes of men. If welcam 
I to till the groun()^ to.drefs Kkins, to manufadure our wool» 
we fhall foon fee wealthy families fpring up. From tnefe 
y^ill arife children, .who, not choofing, to follow^ the laho». 
'rious profèflîôns'çï their fathers, wiÛ'begîn* to think, to 
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eonverfe, to write, and to imitate nature i and then we 
finll have pliQofophers, orators, poets, punters, and ftatu- 
an'es. Their prodiiélions will be fought after by neb men, 
and they will purcbafe them." As long as men are in want, 
they wiU work, and continue their labour till their wants are 
firtffified. Then they become indolent, and unable to em<. 
ploy their time ; and thus the finer arts are in all places the 
offspring of grenins and indolence, for men fly to them 
when they have no other refdurces. 

If we attend to the progrefs of fociety, we find hufband- 
inen plnndered by robber» ; thefe hufbandmen feleâ a few 
among themfelves to oppofe the* robbers, and thns they 
commence foldiers. Whàe fome are reaping, and the re& 
are apon guard, fome perfons looking ou fay to the labour- 
en and iiSdters;^ ** you fcem to be hard at work ; if you 
'* that are hn(bandmen will feed us, and you that are fol* 
'' diers w31 defend us, we will beguile your labours with 
^ ourfongs and dances/' Hence the origin of the trouba^ 
dour, or bard, and of the man of fcience. In procefs of 
time, the latter is fometimes Joined with the chief againft 
the people, and fings the praifes of tyranny ; fometimes 
with the people agamft the tyrant, and then he fings the 
praifes of liberty. Whickever part he take^, he becomes 
a citizen of confeqnence. 

Let us attend to the ufual progrefs of nature, and . in* 
deed it would be in vain to depart from it. We (hall find 
A our efforts ineffeaual, and erery thing tending to decay 
around us ; we Aall be nearly in the fame barbarous date 
from which we endeavoured to extricate ourfelves : nor fiiall 
we be able to cffedl'this, tili drcumftances (hall five rife to 
an indigenous policy on our own foil, 'the progreis of which 
can at moft only be accelerated by foreign amtlance. This . 
IS all we can reafonably expeâ, and we muft continue to 
cultivate our land. 

in this we (hall find another advantage, which is, that 
the arts and fdences of our own growth will gradually ad* 
^nce towards perfe6tion,^and we fhall be origmals ; where* 
88) if we copy foreign models, we (hall be ignorant of the 
caufe of their perfedion, and wc (halt never be any thing 
niorc than iatperfed imitators. 

The piâure we have here drawn of Rufiia may be ' 
thoi^ht to be an improper digreflion ; but, perhaps, this is 

VOL IL L 
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the tkne to form a right eftimatc of a power, wlûdi» fiar 
fome years paft, has a^ed To coofpicuous and difUogpiiiked 
a part. Let us now inquire into the conoeâions other Eu» 
ropean nations have formed with China. 

Trade ùf China Industry prevails among the Chioefe 
wth the neigh* more than among any other pécule in the 
kouring couH' world. In a country too populous, not* 
tries» withftanding the plenty of produâîoast 

the expeâation of approaching dearth 
■lakes all the citizens induftrious, aélive, andreftl^ They 
muii necefiarily be interefted, mean, falfe, and deceitfuL 

This rapacious difpofition made the Chinefe renounce the 
ufe of gold and (liver coin in their inlapd trade* They were 
forced to this by the great increafe of coiners, and are re* 
duced to the ncceffity of uûng only copper money. 

Copper becoming fcarce, though hiftory has not inform- 
ed us by what means, thofe (hells were afterwards broi^fat 
into ufe, (o well known by the name o£ cowries* The so* 
remnftcnt, having obferved that the people grew diflàtisicd 
with fb brittle a commodity ia lieu of coin, ordered that aO 
copper utenfils in the empire (houU be brought to the nnnt. 
This .ill-judged expedient, proving infufficient to aniwer 
the demands of the public, about.Toar hundred temfto of 
{he god Fo were ordered to be demolidied,, and att his idols 
melted down. After this, the court paid the magidiato 
and the army, partly in copper^ and partly ia paper caneB^ 
cy. The' people were fo exafperated at thefe dan^roasio* 
novations, that the government was oUiged to drop tbem* 
From that time, which was three hundred years ago, cop* 
per coin is the only legal money. 

Notwithilanding the felf-interefted difpofition of thcChi- 
nefe, dieir foreign- coaneélions w^ere for a long time iitcon* 
fiderable. Their diftant behaviour with other peofde pro» 
ceeded from the contempt they had for them. At length, 
however, Chey grew defirous of frequenting the ndghhoor* 
ing ports; and the Tartar goverament, lefs fciicitDQS t<y 
pre.ferve the ancient manners . thaa the former govemmeot 
had been, encouraged this mode oi tn£rea(ing the wealth of 
the nation. Voyages were openly- uiiderta^eny which b©- 
fore were only tolerated by the interefted governors of the 
Toaritime provinces. A people fo&mcd for their wifdoia 
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could not fall of meeting with a favourable reception wherew 
ever they went. They took advantage of the high opinion 
other nations entertained of their tafte, to recommend the 
comrnodities they had to difpofe of; and their aÛivity ex- 
erted itfelf on the continent as well as by fea. 

China at prefent trades with Corea, which is fuppofed to 
have been originally peopled with Tartars. It has certainly 
often been conqaered by them, and- has been fometimes 
fubjeâ to, fometimes independent of, the Chinefe ; to 
^om it now pays tribute. Here they carry' China ware^ 
tea^and filks ; and in return bring home hemp and cotton, 
and an ordinary fort of gînfertg. 

The Tartars» who may be confidered as foreigners, ptif- 
chafc'of the Chinefe woollen ftnffs, rice, tea, and tobacco, 
for which they give them fheep, oxen, fors, and efoccîally 
f infeng. This plant grows upon the confines of Tartary, 
near the ^rcat vrall. It is alfo found in Canada.. Its root 
is a turnip, fometimes fingle, fometimes divided into two. 
It has then fome rcfemblance to the inferior parts of a man, 
from whence zt has acquired the name of ginfeng in China, 
and that of garentoguen among the Iroquois.. 

Its ftem, which is renewed eveiy year, leaves, aa it falta 
off, animpreffion.upon the neck of the root, fo that the 
age of the plant is known by the number 'of thefe impref. 
fions, and its value increafea in proportion to its age. This 
ftera, which is low, fingle, and furnifhed only with two or 
three leaves, divided into' five fmaller ones, terminates in a 
fmaîl umbel of flowers. The flowers are compofed of five 
petals and as many ftamina, fupported upon â pîftîl, which 
being covered with its calix, becomes a fmall flefliy frùîç, 
filled with two or three little feeds. Some of the flowers 
produce no fruit. 

The virtues of the ginfeng root are many ; but it lé g(8- 
Bcrally allowed to be a ftrengthcncr of the ft:bmach, and a 
purifier of the blood. Its tranfparency is given to it by 
the fame procefs nearly as the orientaKfts employ, for the fa- 
lop. ^ This prepared ginfeng is in fuch high eflimation 
among the Chinefe, that t^ey never find it too dear. 

The government fends out ten thoiifand T^rtai^ foldfcfs 

every year to gather this plant ; arid evei*y one is obliged 

to bring home two ounces of the beft ginfeng gratis*, and 

for'the reft they are paid its weight in filver. Private pèN 
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foos are not allowed to gather \u This odiona prohîbîttoa 
does not prevent them. If they did not break this unjuft 
law, they would not be able to pay for the commodities 
they buy in the empire» and confequently muft fubmit to 
the want of them* 

We have already taken notice of the trade of China with 
the Ruffians. It will become confiderable,' if the two go» 
vemments (bould ever difcontinue to opprefs their mer- 
ahants* 

The trade which the empire has opened with the inhabit- 
ants of the Lefs Bucharia» confiils only in exchanging its 
tea, tobacco» and woollen cloth» for the gold dim tbe& 
people find in their torrents» o^ in their rivers. Thefe 
tranfadlions, which are at prefent inconfiderable» will not 
receive any great increafe» till thefe barbarians have been in- 
ftruâed in the art of working the mines» with which their 
mountains abound. 

China is feparated from the mogul dominions» and from 
other parts of India» by moving fands» mountains» or by 
rocks» heaped upon one another» which render every com- 
munication with thefe opulent rtgions impraticable. Ac- 
cordingly» they add nothing to the trifling commerce 
which this nation carries on annually by land. That which 
the fea opens to them is more confiderable. 

The empire fcarce trufts any thing to the ocean except 
tea» filks» and china. At Japan thefe articles are paid for 
with gold and copper ; at the Philippine iflands» with 
Diaftres ; at Batavia» with fpices ^ at Siam» with woods 
for dying» and with vamifh ; at Tonquin» with coarfc 
filks ; and at Cochin China» with gold and fugar. The 
returns do not exceed five-and-thirty or forty millions of 
livres £from i9458»333l. 6s. 8d« to ifi66fi66\. 138. 4jd.] 
although the Chinefe double their capitals in this trade. 
Their agents or partners in mofl of the markets they fre- 
quentj are the <lefcen dents of fuch of their own country- 
men as refufed to fubmit to the yoke of the Tartars. 

Thefe connexions» which on one fide terminate at Ja- 
pan» and on the other at the ftraits of Malacca and of Sun* 
da» would probably have been extended» if the Chinefe 
(hip-builders had been lefs attached to their old cufloxnib 
and had condefcended to receive inftruâion from the £uro- 
jpeans. 
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It might readily be imagined» that this contempt of one 
pfople for the knowledge of another» was one of the prin- 
dpd charaâeriftîcs of barbarifm, or even, perhaps» of the 
favage ftate. It is» however» alfo the vice of a civilized 
nation. A foolifh pride perfuades them that thev know 
every thing ; or, that what they are ignorant ot is not 
worth the trouble of learning. The nation makes no im- 
provement m the fciences» and its arts remain in that ftatr 
of mediocrity frofti whence they will never emerge» unlefs 
by fome fortuitous event; which time either may» or may 
not, bring about. The country and a doifter are then in 
a (imilar utuation ; and this is a very exaâ reprefentatîoQ 
of China» which is furrounded on all fides by lieht that 
cannot penetrate into it ; as if there were no mooe of ex* 
pelling ignorance from it, without introducing corruption. 
In what ftate would the European nations be» if» infe£ied 
with vanity» concealed under the ma(k of fome prejudice» 
they had not reeiprpcally enlightened each other? The one' 
iâ indebted ta the other for the feeds of liberty j and they 
sre both of them indebted to a third» for having taught 
them the true principles of commerce. This kind of ex-- 
chaage is of infinitely greater confequence to their happw 
Befs ûam that of their produâions. 

'tétrade of the The firft Europeatis, whom their reft* 
Europeans mti- kfs difpofitions impelled towards the' 
Chtncu. coafts or China, were admitted indifcri- 

minately into all the ports. Their cx-- 
trcme famiKarity with tne women» their haughtine^ with 
the men, and repeated' adU of infult and- indifcretion, fbon 
deprived them of that privilege ; and now they are only 
fuffercd to- put in at Canton^ the fouthemmpft harbour of' 
thefe extenUve coafts. 

Their (hips^ at firft went up as far as the walls of this ce- 
lebrated city, fituated at the diftance of fifteen leagues from 
the mouth of the Tigris, By degrees the harbour was 
choked up, fo as to give no more than twelve or thirteen 
f«€t of water. Then our (hips, which had conftantly been 
increafing in fize, were obliged to ftop at Hoang-pou» thrpc 
wiles diltant from the city. It is a tolerable harbour, 
formed by t^vo fmall iilands. The French»' from fomepat. 
ticular circumftances» obuiaed the liberty» in 174J, of^i- 
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iog thcîr magazines la the port of Wampov, which » 
healthy and populous ; but the rival Qatiçn« have always 
been forced to tranfaéi their affaîn at the other port» which 
it entirely defert* and particularly uowholefbmç after the 
rice has been cu(. 

During the £ve or (ix months that the fhips crews are 
wea^ng thenofelves or perifhing at Hoang-pou» the agents 
are «laiung their {ales anâ: purchafes at Canton. When 
thiefc. foreigners £râ frequented this great mart, they weit 
aUoweid all the liberty that was coiMiftent with the main»* 
Uifiîf^ of the bw&. They (bon grew tii'ed pf the circum» 
fpeélion .which is requiûte under a government k much ad- 
d((E((Bd to ceremonjr. To puniih them for their imprudence^ 
they were prohibited from having any immediate acceli to 
thcperXon in whom the public authority was veftedt and 
they were all obliged to live together m one qiiarterol 
the city. The magiilrate would not allow any other plsce 
of ieiSbcience to any» except fuch as could procure a credit- 
able perfon to be lecurity for their good behaviour. Thefe 
Teftnâîons were fUU iocreafed in 1760. :The court» bring 
informed by the EngU/h» oi the fhameful opprei&oas of its 
^dega^s» ient commiiTaries from Pekin, who fuffered them- 
felves to be bribed by the parties accufed. Upon the re^ 
port made by thcfe corrupt men, aU the Europeans were 
«oafined in ^ £cw, houfe^ where they could only treat with 
a. company that was in pofleffion of an exdufive chaiter. 
The power of this monopoly has been fince diminifhedi but 
tbç other reilraints ftill continue the fame*. 
, Thefe mortifications have not induced us to relinquifli 
t^e trade to China. We continue to get from thence tea» 
china, raw filk, manufa^ured iilks| vamifh, pepper, rhu- 
barb» andf^ç^me other articles of lefs conCequenoe. . 

iTea mfhicb the The tea^plant is a (hrub which has the 
Mwroptam pur» appearance of growing wild. It is îï^t or 
i^bafi i^.C&na>> £x feet high, and is common at China 

and in Japan. It delights in craggy places; 
and is moft frequently found upon tQe flop of hiQs and 
along the fide of rivers. The Chinefe fow whole fields 
with It ; the Japanefe are fatisfied with planting it round 
the borders of their grounds. It arrives at its fiiU growth 
oidy at the e»i of feven years. The flem is then cut, in 
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«tder to oblaio freii (hoots, each of which bears noAj a* 
many leaves as a whole fhrub. 

Itsleav^» which are the 01^ valuable part of the plant» 
are ahomate, oval, painted, fmooth, dentated in their cir^* 
cumference, and of a deep green colour.. The younj^eft 
are tender and this. They acouire more firmnefs and Uib* 
ftsHice with age. At Uie bans of them, diftin£t flowers 
make their appearance, which have a calls with fi?e or fix 
div^ons, as many white petals, often united at the bottom» 
and a great number of ftamina placed round a pidil» This 
is changed into a rounded ligneoas (hell, with three ridges» 
and three cells, each fiUed with one fpherical feed, or with 
ieveral angular feeds. 

Befide this tea, known by the naoic of bohea, we may 
diftinguiih two other kinds, very ftrongly charaâerifed; 
Oae IS the green tea, the flower of which is compofed oi 
Mne petals ; the other the red tea, which has a large flower 
^h fix red petals,^ aâd fumiflted in its centre with a clufler 
of ibmna, uaited at their bafe. It is aot koown-whether 
there are vctoirt fpeeies of this plant exifting. Of the three 
that have been mentioned, the flrft is the moft comnoon» 
The bi^ea tea is cultivated in moll provinces of China, but 
il not equally good everywhere ; though, care be alwaya 
Vùxa to place it in a fouthem alpe^ and in valleys. The 
tea that grows in ftony ground is far pneferable to that 
which grows in a light foil, but the worfl fort is that v^uck 
is produced in a dayiih ground. . From hcnice arife the va- 
rieties that have improperly been called^flânâ fpecles. 

The different degree of perfe^oo in tea does not arife 
inercly from the difference of foil j but chiefly from the fea^ 
fon in which it is gathered. 

The fir ft time of gathering it is about the end of February* 
The leaves then are fmall, tender, and delicate ; and this is 
the fort that is caî}\tà ficki-ujaay or imperial tea, becaufe 
it is chiefly referved for the ufe of the court and people of 
^nk. The fécond time ef gathering it is at the beginning 
^f April 5 the leaves are then larger and more fpread, but 
^ inferior quality to the firft. Thefe yield the toots-jaa, 
or Chinefe tea, which the merchants diftin^ifli into three 
forts. Laftly, the leaves gathered in the month of June» 
Kid which are then arrived at their full growth» yield thcr 
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lantt^0UÊ9 or coarfe tea, which is kept for the comnx» 
people. 

A third method of multiplying the various kinds of lea 
conûfts in the different manner of preparing it. The Ja- 
pinefe» according to the account of KoempUr» have build- 
ings on purpofe» which contain a fcries of fmall furnaces» 
tach of tliem covered with a plate of iron or copper. 
When this IS heated, it is fpread over with leaves» which 
have been prevoiuily dipped in hot water, or expofed to its 
vapour. They are ftirred about briikly, till they have ac- 
quired a fufficieat degree of heat. They are afterwards 
thrown upon mats, and rubbed between the hands. This 
procefs, when repeated two or three times, abforbs all the 
moifture.. At the expiration of two or three months, it is 
renewed «nin, efpecially for the imperial tea, which, as it 
it toi>e uled in powder, requires a more complete deficca- 
tion. This pirciotts kind of tea is kept in Chma jars ; that 
ef an inferior quality in earthen pots, and the coaneft of all 
in bafkets of draw. The préparation of this laft, does not 
Bequirc fo much care. It is dried at a lefs expcoce, in the 
open air. Befides thefe teas, there are others that are 

. brought in cakes, in balls, or in little parcels tied round 
with filk. £xtra6is are alfo made from them. . . 

' The praâice of the Chinefe in the cultivation» gathering, 
and preparation of their tea, is lefs known : but it does not 
sqppear^o be very different from that ufed by the Japanefe. 
it has been (aid that they added to their tea fome vegeubk 
dye. Its green colour has likewifc been attributed, but 
without foundation, to a mixture of copperas, or to the 
cffeô of the plate of copper upon which the leaf has beea 
dried. 
. Tea is the common drink of the Chinefe ; and was not 

^ introduced among them through vain caprice. Almoft 
throOghput the empire, the watçr is unwholefqm^c and nau- 
feous. Of all the methods that were tried to improve it,- 
none fucceeded fo well as tea. Upon trial it was thought to 
be endued with other virtues, and was extolled as an excel- 
lent diffolvent, a purifier of the blood, a itrengthener of the 
head and (lomach, and a promoter of digedion and perfpi- 
ration. 

The high opinion which the ïlurppcans, who firft went 
into China, conceived of its inhabitants, induced ^hem \0 
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â'dapt the liigl), though perhaps exaggeiâted, «pÎBMa xkê 
ChÎQefe had of tea. They communicated their enthufiafi^ 
to us ; and this enthufxafm has difiufed itfelf witk coAtinaal 
incre^fe thh>Bgh the north of Europe and of Ameiictti 
in couhtries where the air is thick and loaded wlfek Ta*» 
poors. 

Whatever' may be the influence of prejudice in gcnestali 
yet it rauft be allowed, that tea produces fome good cffèé^s 
m thofe countries where the ufe of it is umverfa% adopted : 
but thefe cffeâs cannot be fo great anywhere as in China. 
We know the Cbinefe referve the beft tea for thenafelresi^ 
and adukerate that intended for ezportacioa, by mixing 
with it odier leaves, which referable thofe of tea in fhap^- 
but may not have the fame properties t we koow too that 
fince the exportation has been fo great, they are not fb ctn 
cumfpeéi in the choice of the foil, nor fo careful hi the pre^- 
paring of the tea. Our manner of ufing it may.likevife 
contribute to leflen its virtues. 

We drink It too hot and too flrong ; we always mix it* 
with a great deal of fugar, frequently with perfumes, and. 
fometimes with pernicious liquors. Befide au this, its bc« 
in^ conveyed fo far by fea is alone fufficient to exhaoft moftt 
ef its falubrious -faits. 

We fhall never be able* to determine exaâly the virtues 
of tea, tiU it has been naturalized in our own cUmatca» 
We began to defpair of fuccefs, though the expcrimeals- 
had been only made with feeds, which being of a very oily 
nature, are apt to grow rancid. At length Mr. Linnsus» 
the moft celebrated botanift in Europe, received this fhrub 
m Its growing ftate, and contrived to prefecve it out of a^ 
green houfe even in Sweden^ Some plants have been finci^ 
brought into Great Britain, where they live^ flowert and 
thrive, in the open air. France has adfo. procured fone^^ I' 
and they will probably fucceed in the foucherû part» of tW 
kingdom.. It will be a very great advantage to us, if wf 
can cultivate a- plant, which can never fuier (b mHch by 
change of foil, as bv growing mudy in the long voyage it'- 
maft undergo in bemg brought from abroadi It. is not 
long fince we had as uttkiprofpe'â of* attaining to tbeaiSi 
of making poTceUuD. ^ , 
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ùtigittr nsHtrt^ Some years ago Uiere were m tlie col*- 
miutfroferUes^ legion of count Caylus two or three Utile 
the ffOfUtain* frag^mcnts of a Tafe* fuppofed to be £gyp^ 

tîaii> which being carefully amdyfed pror* 
ed'to be.uaglasced porcelain.. If that learned man .be not 
in an error, or have Dot been miiinformed» the making of 
pdncelam was known in the iiounfhing days of ancient 
Egypt. But, without fo«ie more authentic ipoounients 
than the allegation of a Angle ia^ we naùil not deprive 
China of this inrention, where the art hfis been koown for 
ar ioagcf tioae than we can trace. 

£gypt is fuppofed by many to have the pre-eminence ia 
pmtioili'ancsquity^ both ia regard jto its fqimdation, and to 
faiwSy (icicnocS) and arts m general» though perhaps China 
Biay halMsas good a claim to it« Nor can it be certainly 
dttegrmiaedy whether thefe two empires are not equally an- 
cient, and. have not received all their focial inftitutioiis from 
a people inhabiting the vafk region that divides them : whe- 
titer the favage inhabitants of the great moimtains in Afisi 
after wandehctg about for many ages on the continent that 
forms the centre of our hemifphere, have not inf^nfihly dtf* 
perfed themfelses towards the coafta of the feas that fia*- 
round it» and formed themfelves into feparate nations ia 
China« India, Perfia, and £gypt :r or, whether the fuccef- 
£ve âoods, which nury have happened in that part oî the 
irorM, may not have inclofed and confined them to thofe 
rrgioBS full of mountains and deferts. Thefe conjeâuret 
are not foreign to the hiilory of commerce, which in fu* 
fute times muft greatly tend to illufttate the geneml hiftory 
«f the human race, of the feveral fettlenaeats they have 
flamed, of their opinions and inventions of every kind. 

The art of .making porcelain is», if not oae of the moft 
"vroaderful, at leaft one of the moft pleafing that men hsve 
c¥er difeovened \ it is the neatndOi of luxury» which is pre». 
ferable to its magnificence. 

' Por49eiain is an earthen ware of the moft perfedl jdnd. It 
^^aries in coiomr, teatm-e, and tianfpaTency. Tfanf^arencj^ 
ifld<ed> is not eflential to k, for there is a great deal of very 
'fine porcttlam which has not this quality. 

it is ufually covered with white or coloured varnifh. Hift 
-^amîfli is merely a layer o£ melted gkils| which mi»& navcF 
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be cQRipletelf trauifparent. T^û ts ilyle^ glased porceltÎDy 
and Î8 properly what we call china ; th« onglszed it difti»* 
gutihcd by the name of porcdaki hiicuit. This it intrmfi*^ 
«pyiy as good as the other» but is neither fo neat» fo bright» 
Bor fo bcaiitifuK * 

The word earthen-ware is well adapted to porcdatn, bei^ 
«auie, as all other earthea*ware» the fubftance of k is pure 
earth» without apy alteration from art but the mere divi(îoD> 
of its parts. No metallic or faline fubHance whatever muft . 
ctiter intf> its compoûttoo» not even in the glazing, which 
mull bç made of fubftancesv nearly» if not altogether» aà 
fimplç. 

The beft porcelain» and coan&only the clofed;» is that 
which Î3 made of the (impleft materials, fuch as a vitrifiable 
.ftoae aad a pure and white day. On this laii fubilance- 
depend the clofene&and compaélneâ of porcelain» and \n^ 
deed of earthen«ware '\^ generaL 

The connoiffetirs divide the china that comes ^om A(k: 
into ÛX daifes %, the trouted china, the old white» the Ja» 

Îan» the Ghinefe», the Chinefe Japan», and the Indian» 
^hefe fevseral a|4>ellattofl« rather denote a difference that 
Arikes the eye than a real didinétion. * 

The trouted china» which no doubt is called fo from, the 
refemblaDCc it bears to the fcalesof atrout, feems to be the 
moil ancient) and favours mod of the infancy of the ait» It 
has two imperfeélions*. The pafte is always very brown» 
and the furface appears full of cracks.. Thefe cracks are 
aot only in the glasing^ but in the porcelain itfelf ; and 
therefore this ibrt has but a Cmali, degree of tpanfparencyv 
does not found fo well» is very brittle» and bears the fire 
better than aiiy other. To hide thefe crack6»s it is painted 
with a vatiety of colours i in this kind of ornament coniifts 
its only valuew The facility with which count Lauragais 
has imitated it, has convinced us that it is only an impeifeél 
fert of porcelain^ 

The old white is certainly very beautiful, whether we 
confider only the glasnng» or examine the bifcuit.^ ^- 

This is very valuable porcelain, but very fcarce, and but 
little ufed- The paftc of it feems to be extremely fhorfe, 
and fit only for fmall vafcs, figures» and other ornamental 
cUaa» ' Itisûddiatfade &! lapan» though.it iaj^egrtaiai 
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that fome very fine of the fame kind is made io ChiDa« It 
• of two different hues ; the one a perfcd cr<am-^olo«r« the 
other a bineîfli white, which makes it look more tranfparcnt. 
The glazing feems to be more Incorporated into tbi^laft. 
This lort has been attempted at St.Cload, and fomc pieces 
have been produced that looked very beautiful % but thofe 
who have narrowly examined them, ha?c (aid that they were 
no better than frit or Icad^ and would not bear a compa- 
rifon. . 

The Japan is not fo ealily diftlnguifhed a« moft people 
imagine from the fined, of the fort made in China* A con- 
noineur» whom we have confulted, pretends^ that in general 
thé glazing of the true Japan is whiter, and has Itis of the 
blueifhcaft, than the porcelain of China; that the oniaments 
are laid on with lefs profufion» that the blue is brighter, 
and the pattenis and nowers not fo whimfical, and more 
clofely copied from nature. His opinion ièems to be coo* 
firmed by the teftimony of fome writer^}, who tell us, that 
thj: Chinefe who trade to Japan bring home fome pieces of 
china that make more fhow than their owoj but are not fo 
folid ; and that they ferve to ornament their apartments, 
but that they never ufc them, becaufe they will abt bear 
the ^ fire weu. All china glazed with coloured vamifli, 
whether fea-green, blueiih, or purple, be believes to be Chi- 
nefe. AU the Japan brought into Europe comes from the 
Dutch, who are the ^nly Europeans that are fuffcred to 
come into that empire, Poffibly they may have chofen it 
out of the porcelains brought there every year by the Cln- 
ncfe, or they may have purchafed it at JCanton, In either 
cafe, the diilinâton between the porcelain of Japan and 
that of China would not be founded on £iâ, but nuerely on 
préjudice. From this opinion it is plain, that what is foU 
here for Japan is very fine china- 
There is lefs doubt about what we call porcelain of Chi* 
na. The glazing has a bluer caft than that of Japan, i« 
more highly coloured, and the patterns are more whimfical. 
The patte is in general whiter and morecompaé^ 5 the graxB 
finer and clofer, and the china thinner. Among the feveral 
forts made in China, there is one that is very ancient ; it 
is painted of a deep blue, a beautiful red, or a green like 
»erdigrife,-;and is veiy coarfe, very thick, and very heavy» 
Som^ pf this is trouted, and the grain is often dry and 
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brown. That wlikh is not trouted'has a cleiir founds but^ 
both want traafparcnc^. It is fold for old chinai and the 
fineft pieces are fappofed to cotne from Japan. It was ori- 
ginally a better fort of earthen-ware, rather than a tru» 
porcelain : time and experience' may have improved it» It 
is grown more tranfparent^ and the colours bemg more care*. 
fuuy laid on» look brighter. The efièntîal difference be- 
tween this and other china is, that this is made of a fhortet 
pafte, and is very hard and folid* The pieces of this china 
have always at the bottom the marks ot three or four fup«. 
porters^, which were put to prevent its giving way in baK-> 
ing. By this contrivance; the Chinefe have fucceeded ia- 
making very large pieces of porcelain. The china that it 
not of this fort, and which is called modern china, Is of a. 
longer |>afte and finer grain, higher glazed, whiter, and 
dearer. It feldom has the marks of the fuuporters, and it^ 
tranlparency has nothing glafly . in it* All that is made. 
with this pafte is eafily turned, fo that it is viable the work^ 
man's hand is glided over it, as over a fine fmooth clay* 
There is an infinite variety of this fort of china, both as to 
form, colouring, workmanfhip, and price. 

A fifth fort is what we call Chinefe Japan, becaufe it 
unites the ornaments of the porcelain, which is thought tor 
come from Japan, with thole that are more in the Chinefe 
tafte. Among thb kind of porcelain, there is fome that 
is ornamented with a very fine blue, with white fcroUs*, 
The glazing of this kind ir remarkable for being a true 
white enamel, whereas that of the other forts is hsuf tranf-: 
parent ; for the Chinefe blazing is never entirely fo. 

The colours in eeneral are laid on in the fame manner^ 
both on the true china and the imitattons of it. The firft 
and moft lafting of them is the blue that is extraâed from 
finalt, which is nothing more than the calx of cobalt. This 
coloar is commonly laid on before the pieces are either glaz- 
ed or baked, fo that the glazing that is put on afterwards 
ferves as a diffolvent. AU the other colours, and even the 
blue that enters into the compofition on the pallet, are laid 
on over the glazing, and muu firfl be mixed up and ground 
with a ialine fubftance or calx of lead, that favours their 
ingre& into the glazing. It is rather a common thing for 
the Chinefe to colour the whole of the glazing } the colour 
is then bud on oetther above nor below jiti but is incorpor* 
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ated into the glazing itfdf. Some very extraordinary ian» 
cifbl omaments are made m thk manner. In whatever way 
the colour* are applied, they arc commonly extraâcd from 
cobalt, gold» iron, mineral earths, and copper. That 
which U extraâed front copper ia a very delicate c(do«r« 
and requires great care in the preparation. 

All the forts of porcelain we have defcribed are made a£ 
King*to*chiny an immclifi: town in the province of Kianifi» 
This manufaiékure employs five hundred furnaces and^ mil* 
lion of men. It has been attempted to be made at Pekia 
and other |^ces of the empire ; but it har not fuccecded 
anywhere, though the fame workmen have been eaiploycd^ 
and the £uiic materials made ufe of; fo that this hrandh of 
ioduftry is entirely given op, except in the neighbourhood 
of Canton, where the fort of porcelain is nude that ia 
known amongft ns by the name of India china. ' The pafte 
of it is long and yielding ; but in general the coionrSf 
afpecially the blue, and tm red of iron, are far inferior to 
what comes from Japan and the interior parts of China. Atf 
the colours, except the blue, ftand up vx himps, and ve 
very badly laid on. This is the only china that has purple» 
whi<^ has giveft rife to that, abfurd/ notion of . its being 
painted in RoUand. MofL of the cups, phrtes, and other 
vcifels, which oar imepchauts- bring home, aie of this mano» 
fadure, Which is lefs ^fteemed in China than our delft is ia 
JSurope. 

Attemfpts have beea made to iatrodace this art into £ik 
Rkpe. It has fucoeedcd beft in Saxony. The porcelaia 
that comes from this coonVy is real porcelaia, and.proba<*> 
Uy made with very fimple materials, though prepared and 
mixed with more art than in Afia«. This curious prepaid 
ation, together with the fcarcity of .the materials, is m» 
doubt the circumilance that makes the Drefden porcelain fo 
dear. As there is but one fen of pafle that comes from 
riiat manufadure, it has beet) furmiied, and not without 
feme degree- of probability, that the Faxons were only ia 
poffisfllon of their own fecret, and by no means of the art 
ot making china. This fufpicion ieema to be conihrmed^ 
by the great affinity there is between the Saxon and other 
German porcelain, which ieems to be aiade i^n thé lama 
principle. 

However thia be^ it ia certaia ao poredano is Ugfacr 
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glazed, fovoothery betur ihaped» more jplcafing to the eye, 
or morç folîd aod durably. It will refift a £erce fire much 
longer tban many of the fdrts made îd China. The coloura 
«re fkiely difpofed» and «xecuted in a mafterly manner; 
aOQc are fo well adapted to the glazing ; they are blended 
t^ith great exaânefs ; they are bright, without beiifg (had* 
>éd and glazed» Itke tho(e of mod of the porcdain made at 
Sevre* 

The 'mention of this place reminds us that we muft 
take notice of the porcelain made in France* This» lik« 
the Englifliy is only made with frit ; that is^ with ftooet 
that are not fufible in themfelves, but receive a begianing 
of fufion from the mixture of a greater or lefs quaatity 3i 
iûl ; and accordingly it is more glafiy» of a looter texture, 
and more brittle than any other. That of Sevre, which it 
by far the worft of all, and always looks yeUowifh and dir* 
ty«' which b^rays the lead they put into the glazing, hù 
DO other merit than what it dérives from the excellence of 
the artift» that are employed for the patterns and pcnciHng^ 
Theie great mailers have difplayed fo much tafte in the e»» 
eçutîon of Tome of the pieces, that they will be the admiiv 
ation of pofterity ; but in itfelf this ware will never be more 
than an objeâ of tafte, lukury, and expence. The fup4« 
porters WiU always be a principal caufe <X its dearnefs. 

All porcelain, when it receives the laft effeâ of the &ce% 
18 a^iually in a ftate that has a tendency to fufioB, is £oft 
and phdUe, and might be worked like- red-hot icon* These 
is uone of it that will not bend and give way when it is m 
that ftate. If the pieces when they are tunted, are thicker^ 
9c projeét more on one fide than another, the ftroogeft 
will infallibly bear away the weakeft ; they will warp ta 
that iide, and the piece is fpoiled. This inconvienknce m 
fveveuted by {U-oprng. it up with bits of porcelain made 
of. the fan>e pafte, of different ihapes, which are applied 
under, or to the parts that projed, and are moft in -dangce 
of being warped* As all porcehin (brinks in baking, the 
props muft alfo be made of foch knaterials as will yield id 
the fame degree exadly as the pafte they are intended tor 
{apport. As the different paftes do not ihrink oqually^ le 
fc&ows that the props muft be made of the fame pafte ae 
die piece they fupport* i 

Tbcibftar tbe cbiae ia» nd the more. inclining to mioA» 
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ficatlony the more ît requires to be propped Up. Thw is 
the f^^àt fault of the Scvre china ; the pafte is' very coftly, 
and irequently more of it is wafted in proptf> than is em« 
ployed in making the piece itfelf. The neceffity of this 
cxpenfive method produces another inconvenience. * The 
glazing cannot be baked at the fame lime as the porct^lain, 
which therefore muft twice undergo the heat of the fur« 
nace. The porcelain made in Chma, and the beft imitS'* 
tions of it, being of a ftiffer pafte, and lefs fufceptihle of 
vitrification, feldom want any props, and are baked ready 
glazed. They therefore confume much lefs pafte, are 
feldom fpoiled, and require lefs \imei as well as lefs fire 
and trouble. • 

Some writers have urged, in favour of the fuperiority of 
Afiatic china, that it rcfifts Hre better than ours ; that all* 
European china will melt in that of Saxony, but that the 
Drtfden itfelf will melt in the foreign china. This affertioir 
it entirely erroneous, if taken in its full extent. Fevr 
porcelains of China will ftand the fire fo well as the Dref- 
flen) they fpoil and bubble in the fame degree of fire 
which ferves to bake that made by count Lauragais ; but 
this is a circumftance offo little con fequence, that it fcarce 
deferves attention. Porcelain is not intended to return' 
into the furnace when once it is taken out, nor is It defign» 
cd to bear the a£iion of an intenfe fire» 

It is in point of folidity that the foreign porcelain tralj" 
excels that of Europe ; it is by the property ir has of heat- 
iog quicker and with lefs riik, and of bearing, without 
danger of being broken, the fudden effeéi of cold or boik'ng 
hot water ; by the facility with which it is moulded and 
baked, which is an ineftimable advantage^ as pieces of all 
fizes can be made with great eafe, as it can be baked with- 
out any riik, be fold at a lower price, be of more general 
nfe» and confequently become the objeâ of a more extca-^ 
five trade. 

Another great advantage of the India porcelain is, that' 
the fame pafte is very ufeful for making crucibles, and' & 
Tariety of fuch veffels which arc conftantly ufcd- in the 
other arts* They not only bear the fire for a longer time, 
but communicate nothing of their fubftance to what is fufed 
in them. Their fubftance is fo pure, white,^compa6k, and 
hard» th^ it can fcarcc be melted^ and acquires Yioli^'dw 
tinge*. 
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France n at the eve of enjoying all thef«-advaatafi;c6. It 
is certain that count Lauragais, who has long been ill 
fearch of the fecret of the Chinefe, has at laft made feme 
china that is very like it. His maten'als. have the fame- 
properties, and if they are not exaéily the fame, at leaft* 
they are a fpecies of the fame kind. Like the Chinefe, he 
can make his pafle long or fhort» and follow either his own 
or fome other procefs. His porcelain is not inferior to 
that of the Chinefe in point of pliablenefs, and is fuperior 
to it in point of glazing ; perhaps too in the facility with 
which it takes the colours. If it can be improved to fuch 
a degree as to have as fine and as white a grain, we may' 
difpenfe with the porcelain of China. 

while the difcovery of count Lauragais, from obftacles 
with which we are unacquainted, was confined to mere ci- 
periment» the ixianûfaétory of Sevre was gradually leaving 
off its frit, and fubftituttng to it another kind of pafte, made 
frooi an extremely white earth, found in the province of 
Limoges. This new porcelain is much more folid than 
the former \ its appearance is more beautiful, its grain more 
pleaiing to the eye, and its tranfpàrency lefs vitnous. Iti^ 
|;lazing is often much finer. This manufadlure, by chang- 
iog its pafte, partakes more of the nature of real porcelain,' 
and the procefs of making it i* more fimple, * 

. Nevcrthclefs, as the earth made ufe of at Sevre is very 
fcort, and as the argillaceous part, which is the only one' 
that can impart cohefion to it, can make it eafy to work^ 
and give it folidity in baking, enfcers httlc into the compofit* 
tion of this earth, the pieces that arc produced from thig* 
ïûanufa£ture will of courfe always bear a high price. Count 
I^uî^gàis's pafte would not be fubjeél to this incon- 
venience ; for though it be not fo white, yet, ùnd^r the' 
hand of the artift, it will bend, hke^ax, at pleafure. '^ 

The brilliancy of the Limoges earth has delighted every 
^^e» Paris, and its dittrids, hjave been immediately* fiHed 
With procelain ovens. All thefe manufaftures have got* 
their materials from this province, and they have beea 
found of the fame kind j but more or Icfs white, and more 
J>r kfs fufible, according to the part of the very exténfïvé 
«yer from which they have been taken. ' 

When M. Turgot was intendant of Limoges, he cfb-« 
Uilbed a manufa^ory of porcelaia upon a. verjr weU coa* 
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eQrte4 flan* \lj^\% mamifââuiie» wbieh & upoo. tbe fpot^ 
wd which has the.advantiage ovcf til the reft of iénsBàvkÇ 
ks materials, and în chcapnefs of workmaalhîp» (houM be 
coBikiâed with aâlvity «fid &Î11, it muft put an cod to M 
QCMBpetitlon» That of Seirre alooe will ftîîl fuhfiii % whtcb, 
from the elegance of its foTms^ aod the fiupeiior tafte of its 
qroaracata, will ever be beyond any kind of comparifoa. 
But we have /aid enough, and perhaps too mucl^ upoo 
the fubjeâ in queiiioa. We muit now proceed to £peak 
of the fUks of China« 

• • . 

The, Eurepians The annak of China afcnbe the èiU 
buyjilks in China» covery of lilk to oac of the wive» of the 

emperor Hoangci* Thefe priBcdfea 
afterwards aroofed themfekes with breeding up fiik-m>zpi8y' 
drawing the £lk, aod working it. It is even faa'd, that ta 
the ioterior part of the palace there wa^ a piece of grouad* 
&t apart for the culture of mulherry-trees. The emprclsy 
attended by the chief ladies of the court/ went' in perfoa 
and gathered the leaves of Ibme of the branches tibat were 
brought dowa fo as to be within her reach. So prudent 
an inftance of policy promoted this btanch of induftry- to 
fuch a degree» that the Chiaefe, who before were oniy 
clothed in ikina» Coon appeared drefîed in filk. The fiSbs^ 
ihat/were now grown very common, • were foon brought to 
grejtt perfediou. The Chbefe were indebted for this iaft 
advantage to the writings x>f ibme ingenious men> aod eveo 
of jbme mmifterst who had not disdained to. attend to thift 
aew art. All China learned from their theory every thing 
belonging to it« 

The art of breeding up filk» worms» and of fpinning and 
weaving their filk, extended "from China to India. aad,Per« 
fia, where it made no very rapid progrefs $ if it had» Rome 
would not» at the end of the third century» have given a 
pound of gold for a pound of iilk. Greece having adopted 
this art in the eighth century» filks became a httk more 
known» but did not grow common. They were long con* 
fidered as an objedl of magnificence» and referved for per* 
fons in the moft eminent Nations» and for the ^reateft fo» 
lemnities. At length» Roger, king of Sicily» lent for ma» 
nnfaâurers from Athens ; and the culture of the mulberry- 
Srccfoon paffed from that i&9xA to the wîghboaring co*^ 
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tÎBctits, Other countriet ia STuropc wifhed to purtake ni 
an ad^antage from which Italy derived to much wealth ; 
and after fomc fruitlefs attempts they attained it. How* 
ever, from the nature of the climate, or fome other cau&r 
it has not focceeded equally in every place. 

The filks of Naples, Sicily, and Reggio, wliether in or- 
ganzia or in tram, are all ordinary filks i but they areuie» 
nil, and even neceflary for brocades, for embroidery, and 
for -all works that require ftrong iilk. 

The other Italian filks, thofe of Novi, Venice» TnCcanT, 
Milaa, Montferrat, Bei;gamo9 and Piedmont, ar« ufed m 
organxîn lor the waip, though they are not aU equally fine 
and 20od, The Bologna ûucs were for |a lotkg time pre- . 
ferred to any other. But fince thofe of Piedmont have 
been improved, they juflly claim the preference, aa being 
the fmoothcft, the fineft, and the lightcft. Tho£e of Ber- 
game come neareft to them. 

Though the Spanifh ûlks in general are very fine, thc^c . 
of Valencia are by hv the beft. They are all fit for any 
fort of manufaéiure; the only fault they have, is being ra- 
ther too oily, which is a great detriment to the dye. 

The French filks excel mod others in Europe, and ate 
inferior to noac'^but thofe of Piedmont and Bergamo in 
point of hghtnefs. Befides, they wre brightsr coloured 
than thofe of Piedmont ; and more even and ftronger ûum 
thofe of Bergramo. 

The variety of filk produced in Europe has not yet 
enabled us to difpenfe with that of the Chinefe* Though 
ia general it is uneven and heavy, it wijil always be in re- 
queft for its whitenefs. It is generally thought to derive 
this advantage from nature : but it is more probable» that, 
when the Chinefe draw the filk, they put fome ingredient 
into the bafon, that has ^the property of expelling all hc« 
terogenous fubftances, or at leaft the coarfeft parts of them. 
The Httle wade there is in this filk compared to any 
other, when it is boiled for dying, feems to give* great' 
weight to this conjedure. • - 

However this be, the Chinefe filk is fo far fuperior to 
any other in whitenefs, that it is the only one which can 
be ufed for bloAdes and gauzes : all our endeavours to fuh» 
ftitute our own in the blonde manufaâures have been fruit* 
k&^ whether wt have made sfe of prepared jor «nprep/u'eA 
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fi^. The attempts in gauze hate not been quite fo un- 
fttccefsfu]. The whiteft Frerrch and Itah'an (ilks have been^ 
tried, and' feemed to anfwer tolerably well ; but neither the 
colour nor the dreffing were fa perfcft as in the gauzci 
Made with the Chinefc filk. 

In the laft century, the Europeans- imported' very little 
filfc from China. The French ûYk fucceeded very well for 
black and Coloured gauze, and for cat^gut that was thea 
in fafhion. The tafte that has prevailed for thefe forty 
years paft, and more efpecially for the laft twentv-five, fof 
white gauzes and blondes, has gradually increaied the de- 
xnand for this production of the eaft. Of late it has 
amounted to eighty thoufand weight a-y ear, of which France 
has always taken near three-fourths. This importation has 
increafed to fuch a degree, that in 1766 the Engliih alone 
imported a hundred and four thoufand weight : as it could 
not be all confumed In gauze and blonde, the manufaélar- 
Cfs have ufed it for tabbies and hofe. The ftockings made 
of this filk are of a beautiful white that never changes, but 
afe not near fo fine as others. 

Befide this filk, fo remarkable for its whitenefs, which 
comes chiefly from the province of Tche-Kiang, and 1»^ 
known in Europe by the name of Nanking filk, which it 
the place wh<bre moft of k is prepared, China produces or- 
dinary filks, which we call Canton* As thefe are only fit 
for fome kinds of tram, and are as dear as our own, wnieh- 
anfwer the fame purpofe» very few are imported. The 
quantity brought home by the En^lifh and Dutch does not 
exceed five or fix thoufand pieces. The manufaétured filkl-' 
are a much more confiderable article. 

The Chinefe are not kfs ingenious in weaving their filks- 
than in preparing them*. This does not extend to thofc 
tkat are mixed with gold and filver. Their manufaduren 
have never known- how to- draw out thefe metals into- 
thread, and the whole of their art confifts in rolling their 
fâka upoa gih paper, ot putting the paper upon them after 
they- are woven. Both methods are equally bad. 

Though, in general, men. are more apt to- be pleafed 
with hovelty than 'with true excellence, yet the Europcap» 
have never been tempted t» bay thefe ttufR. They have 
been equally difgufted at the awkwardnefs of the patterns, 
which exhibit nothing bat diftorted figures, and unmeaa- 
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ifig groups *y they difcover no tâfte in the difpofition of the 
iîghts and ihades» nor any of that elegance and eafe that 
appear in the works of our good artifts^ There is a fliff* 
ùdi and a want of freedomt in all that the Chinefe do, that 
a dirpleafing to perfons of any taiie ; all favours of their 
particular turn of mind, which is defUtute of vivacity and 
elevation* 

The only thing that makes us overlook thefe defeâ.8 in 
thofe worka chat reprefcnt flowers» birds, or trees, is» that 
«one of thofe objcéts are raifed. The figures are painted 
«pon the filk itfelf with indelible colours ; and yet the dc« 
eeption is fo perfeâ, that all thefe objeâs appear to be 
brocaded or embroidered* 

Their plain ûlkr want no recommendation, for they are 
perfeâ in their kind 4 and fo are their colours, efpecially 
the green and the red* The white of their damaika has 
fomething extremely pleafing* The Chinefe make them 
only with the filk of Tche*iuanfir. They thoroughly boil 
the warp, as we do, but only aalf-boil the woof* This 
ncthod gives the damalk more fubftance and ftiffnefs. It 
has a reddiih cad, without being yellow, which is very 
pleafmg, and has not that glare that dazzles the fight. 
This agreeable white is likewife obCerved in the Chinefe 
vamiib. 

Th£ «arnifli is a particular kind of The Europeam 
fcfin, which diftils from a tree called at purchafe lacquer» 
]^^7ai^fi%»^Uj and at China, tfi^chu* It ed ware aind pa» 
has few branches, and is of the height of per in ChinUm 
the willow* Its bark is of a whitim co» 
lour and tough, its wood brittle and full of pith* Its 
^"itiy which ai-e alternately difpofed at the extremity of 
Rebranches, referable thofe of the a(h, and pufh.out from 
their axillse clufters of flowers, which arc male upon one 
plant, and female upon another. The firft have a calix 
^ith Eve divifions, five petals, and as many ftamina. In the 
others we find, inftead of (lamina, a piftil crowned with 
three ftyles \ this pifUl becomes a yellowiAi fruit, of the 
hi^efs of a pea, fligbtly comprefled on the fides, and filled 
^th a hard Lernel. This tree grows very well from feed» 
hut the method of propagating it by fprigs is preferred* 
^or this purpoie, the branches from which new plants are* 



a62 HisiroiLT of settlements amï) trade Sool y* 

to be raifed, are chofen in autumn. They are furrounded 
mt their bafe with a ball of moiftened earth, tied round whh 
thread» till the feafon of the frofl, and kept tnoiit by bdog 
conftantly watered. In the fpring» whoi the branch has 
Ihot foffie branches into this earch» it is &wtd off bdow thç 
4ially and tranfplanced* 

This tree grows only in fome mild provinces »of China 
•and Japan. It is alfo found in thofe regions of America 
that are fituated under the fame latitude, fnch as Louifiana 
and Carolina. It thrives in aU foils and with all expofares : 
but its produce is not the fame in every place» either, in 
quality or quantity. It require but h'ttle care in cultivat- 
ing. It is fufficient to ftir up the ground a little at the 
foot of the trees» and to put dead leaves round it, which 
fenre inftead of dung. The trunk of thofe trees tliat grow 
wild in the mountains» is fometimes twelve inches in di- 
ameter. It is much lefs in thofe trees that are cultivated, 
and which do not laH lefs than ten years* This difference 
is to be attributed to the incifions that are made in their 
bark to extraél the varni(h. This milky ji}ice» which exifts 
in all parts of the tree» diffils from the incifions, under the 
form of liquid pitch. When expofed to the air it affumes 
a reddiih colour, which is foon changed into a bright black. 
Shells are fixed at each flit, to receive the liquor ; which n 
afterwards poured into bamboos, and then carried to the 
snerchants» who put it into larger veffels. The freih vaniifli 
exhales a dangerous vapour» which produces inâammatoiy 
humours upon the (kin of thofe' who are expofed to iL 
They preferve themfelvcs from this pernicious effeâ, by 
turning the head alide when they coUeâ the liquid» or when 
tfaey pour it off. Some travellers add, t^at the workmen 
rub their hands and face with oil before and after the bufi* 
nefs, and that they carefully cover all other parts of their 
body. 

The varnlOi is gathered in the fummer, and the proceb 
ÎS repeated three times in the fame feafon, and upon the 
(ame tree % but the £rft thaji runs off is the beft. When 
the tree, appears exhaufted, it-s ftem i« cut off, and the root 
puihes forth freih fhoote» which are ready to yield vamift 
at the end of three years. ^ 

The vamifli mofl in repute is that which comes from 
Japan. It docs not require much preparatioo» .It \a fu^ 
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fident to ftram it through a clQthy in onkr to ieparate jt 
{rom any foreign particles. The fuperfluous watery parts 
«re alfo evaporated by the heat of the fun^ and hogs gall" is 
added to give it a decree of coniiftcnce. 

We muft not conioand this vamifh with a very inferior 
(bit with which it is adulterated. The latter, which is 
kaown by the name of Siam "samifli, dîftils from the tree 
that yields the anacardiai». It is only ufed in varnîflûng 
the moft ordinary utenfik. It is gathered at Skim> Cam* 
bodia, and Tonqnin, where the Chinefe purchafib it, becaufe 
that which they extraâ: from the tficho is not fufficient 
for their confumptîon. 

The true vamifli» of which they diftingoî(h three differ- 
eat' kinds in China, is ufied in two ways. The firil confifts 
in rubbing the wiood with a parti^ula^ fort of oil ufed is 
China j and as foon as it is dry, the vamifh i& laid on. It 
is fo trahfparent, that the veins of the wood appear tinged 
through it, îi it be laid on but two or three times. If it be 
repeaudly applied, it may be brought to fhine like a look- 
ing glafii. 

The other way is more complicated. A kind of pafte* 
board is' glued by the help of maftic over the wood. On 
this finooth and (olid ground are fpread fevend layers of 
vamifh* It muft be neither too thick nor too liquid ; and 
Ml this juffc medium the ikill of the artifl: principally confifts. 

Whichever way the varniih is laid on, it eiieétually pre* 
ferves the wood from decaying. The worms can fcarce 
penetrate it, neither has the damp ever the kail effe^ upon 
it f and with a little cave this varnifli leaves no fraeH behind* 

Tbia varnifh is as pleafing to the eye as it is durable. It 
laay be applied on gold and filter, and mixed with all forts 
of colours. Upon ir are painted figures, landfcapes, pa- 
laces, hunting parties and battle». In fhor^, it would not 
be deficient in anj refpeâ, if it were not generally fpoiled 
by the badnefs of the Chinefe drawing. 

Notwithftanding this de£eâ, the making of this ware re** 
quires much pains and confiant attention. 

The varniih mufl be laid on nine or ten times at leaft, 
aad cannot be fpread too thin. There muft be a ftofficient 
time aUowed between the application of each layer, that it 
may be (uffered to dry* A loagi^r time ftSl muft be allow- 
ed between the application of the laft layer and the poKfh- 
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Ingy paiDtsog» and gildiog* A whole fummer is fcarce fuf- 
fictibnt for lUl thts' procef» at Nanking, fromwhodce the 
court and the chief cities of thé empire are fupplied. It ii 
carried on with greater expedition at Canton. At there it 
a great demand for this ware m Europe, and as the Euro- 
peant will have it tnade according- to their own plan, and 
win allow but a fhort time t(» complete it» it is ufually 
finiflied in too great hafle. The artift^ not having time to 
£^ve the nece&ry degree of perfeâimto hit work, is fatisfi- 
cd if he can but make it pleafing to the eye. The Chiocfe 
manafaâure of paper is not liable to the iamefmperfeélioot. 
Originally the Chinefe wrote with a fteei bodkin upoa 
wooden tablets» which, being faftened' tdgethcr, made a 
Tolume. They afterwards traced their cbàraders upoa 
pieces of filk or linen, cut to any length or bt^eadtfa. At 
laft, about fixteen hundred years ago, they found out the 
iccret of making paper. 
. The Chinefe paper is of two kinds. That which is ufed 
' for writing and printing, is made of cotton rags, and of 
' hemp, by a procefs nearly ûmilar to that which is praôifed 
in the European manufactures. It is equal, and in fome 
refpeâ.8 fupcrior» to our paper. « Its thinnefs and tranfpa^ 
rency have fuggeded the idea of its being made of mk» 
Cut the perfons who have propagated this opinion knew 
not that filk, though it may be reduced into very minute 
particle?, will not mix with water, and can never acquire a 
confiftence by being laid upon frames. 

In making the fécond kmd of paper, the Chinefe ufe the 
internal barkè of the mulberry tree, of the elm, of the oot« 
ton tree, and mone frequently of the bamboo. Thefe fab- 
ftancesy after they are become rotten by foaking in muddy 
"Water with Hme in it, are cut in pieces, bleachecTin the dew 
or in the fun, tritutat^d in mortart, and boiled in coppen 
to a fluid pafte. This pafte being fpread upon frames that 
are made of fmall cane rods pafled through the wire-draw- 
ing iron, produces thofe fheets of paper that are fometimei 
twelve feet long, and four feet broad, and whidi are gene* 
raHy ufed for hanrâigs in the Chinefe houfes. Sometinet 
they are defigned for writing or'printiag : but tfaey mud in 
that cafe be d^ped inafolution of aktm ; and even after 
this procefsb oat can ooiy write ol* print upon oac df the 
two fides. 
Though this paper be apt to cracki to be injared bf 
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daiiipi» aod to be worm'^eateny it is becotne ati article oF 
trade. Europe has borro>¥ed from Aita the idea of furailh-i 
ing dofcts and making fcreeos with it. 

The fignrcg upon this paper are graceful in their atti- 
tudes and in their drtfs-: but tjiough we fee header, \trh)ch 
prefent fomc agreeable feature^ yet. they arc very incorrcô. 
îy drawn. The eyes in a» full face are frequently rjprefenl- 
ed as they (hquld appear in a profile ; and the hand» ar^ 
always wretchedly done* Moreover, there are no fhîtdes in 
thefe drawings, and the dbjcéts appear as if thev received 
iJight from 3X fides. They- have not evert a (hade upoii 
their g^ouiul, and are, in fome n;teafUre, trànfparent. Ac- 
cot-dingly, it may be faid that the Chinefe are not iri the 
' leafb in^ poifeflion of the aft of pstiiltitlg : fot there can be 
^ no pafntiflg where there are neither contours, nof- half-tint's, 
nor fliadcs, tidt reflefted lights. Their Works are at beft 
irothiffg n\orc than flight coloured pf (fits. 

We cannot draw any coiiclilfion from tïi^ plates that 
were engr'avedat PîU-is for the ernpcrdr of China. The 
it^Witg^ were made by miifionarieé who had learned the 
art of defign in . Eufope, by which means, they have in 
general been found conformable to the ideas of cffeél which 
»Dfre acquire from a ftudicd infpeéilion of nature. Neverthe- 
lef^ in cohforihity w'ithout doubt to the cùflom of the em- 
pi)re, otie of them has been found', in which the figpres 
xnài-ked no ihade upoi^ the ground, which made them appear 
as if they were in the air. 

Thé perfpeftivé we obfervè in thefe drawing's may alfo, 
. be attfibuted to the knowledge acquired ip Europe* 
Thougli it bé not accurate nor well chofen, fince all the 
afpedts are reprefented as in a kite's view, yet thefe prints 
are, in this refpe6t, very fuperior to real Chinefe drawings* 
lo the latter, We may indeed diftinguifh f<»ne idea of dimi- 
nution in perfpeétive, and of the lefleninff of objeéls ; but 
we difcern nothing that can induce us to Tuppofe, that they 
hav^ ai)]^ knowledge of perfpeâivé geometrically demon* 
tfrated. . ^ 

Thefe theoretical principles being lefs cecefiary \n fculp^ 
;^ure, they have made more proficiency in that art. In 
xsrany of their figures wit;h {hakiAgheadp, we obferve ac- 
curate imkkti(kis of nature, executed with great care, but 
without tafte in the Work^iàuiAiip, and fcrvdely copied, as 
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amongft us» at the revival of the arts. Thefe artiûs know 
not how to confider nature in her beauties, . This pro- 
ceedsy probably, from their not ftudyiug the naked figure^ 
and from the circum (lance of their not aiming at improve- 
ment, as foon as they find that they are advanced as far as 
their predeceffor». 

This confined method of ftudyïng may however have 
produced one good effeâ amon? them, with x;efpcâ to their 
porcelain. It may have contnbuted. to prefervc in their 
vafes the forms the moft fimple, and thole which firll prc- 
fented themfelves. Thcfe are, in fad, the moft proper for 
this fpecics of fculpture. They are the beft adapted to the 
neceffity of bearing an intenfe fire without getting out of 
fhape. Their form, which is generally upright, or nas none 
but very eafy infieôions, feems more fit to bear the effeû 
of baking. Our abundance of genius, and the conftant 
defire of producing fomething new, induces us to attempt 
all kinds of curved attitudes, and frequently to paint ob* 
jedls in the air, which fucceed with dî&culty ; and which, 
becoming irregular by the adlion of the fire, produce many 
defers, and occafion the lofs of feveral pieces. To which 
we may add, that the firft workmen who were employed in 
making figures for vafes in our manufaâures, were too 
much accuttomed to work in gold and filvcr, where every 
thing may be attempted. It is to be hoped« that time, ex- 
perience, and the failure of fuccefs in many trials, will rî« 
uore to this art the fimplicity that belongs to it. 

Since the cuilom of painting upon paper has been adopt- 
ed in France and England, the Chinefe paper is in lefs re- 
queft. We may poffibly be as fuccefsful in our endeavours 
of prodiicing rhubarb for ourfelves. 

China fufiplies the .The rhubarb is a root which has the 

Europeans tvitb property of purging ffcntly, of ftrength- 

rhubarh andother ening the ftomach, ot facilitating diget 

-articles, tion, and of dcftroying woims in chil- 

x3ren. It is a tuberofe root, rather 
fpopgy, brown in the outfide, yellow internally, and llreak- 
c'd ^ith rcddifti vein's. • Its tafte is bitter and aîlnngeat, it* 
fmell acrid and aromatic. That which is clofe, Jhas a ftrong 
frtrell, knd tinges the faliva yellow, is preferred. ,The pieces 
thicit aVe rotten, too loofe in their texture, and have but little 
fdaell, afe thrown away. 
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We have not, as yet, any certain idea of the plant tliat 
yields this remedy : it ha» not been examined- upon the fpot 
by any naturalifl. The rhubarb of Miifcovy, the leaves of 
which are undulated, has been for fome time confidered as 
the true rhubarb : but its root, ,vrhich is too compa£^, and 
lels purgative, feems to decide the matter again ft it. An- 
other fpecies, which is the rheitm palmatunt of the botanifls, 
and foaie feeds of which Mr. de Juûîeu has lately received . 
through Ruifia, (hould fecm to be the plant in quellion. 
Its .TOot has the Came texture, the &me diftlnguiihing 
charadlers^ the fame properties, as that which is ufed in our 
(hops. It is oblong, tubcrofe, and pufhes out feveral Icavcp, 
palmated, has (harp pointed pods, from the middle of which 
there rifes, at the height of fix feet, a ftalk of white flowers, 
rather fmall, each of which is compofed of a coloured calix 
with' fix divifions of nine ftamina, and one piftil, furmounted 
with three ftyles, which becomes, as it ripens, a triangular 
feed. 

We know not the precife place from whence thi» fpecies 
originally comes : but ic is well afcertained, that the true 
rhubarb grows without cultivation, between the thirtieth 
and thirty-ninth degrees of north latitude. The provinces 
of Chenfi and of Setfcheun, to the north-weft of China, the 
Licfs Bucharla,and the kingdom of Tangut, fill up a great 
part of this immenfe fpace» 

The root of the rhubarb is taken out of the earth to-- 
warda the end of winter, before the leaves are unfolded. 
It is cnt into pieces, which are placed upon long tables, and 
, ftirred about feveral tmies in a day, till the juice tliey con- 
tain is grown thick and concrete. Without this precau-* 
tion, the moft adive part of the root would be diifipated^ 
the confequences of which would be a diminution of its 
weight, and of its virtues. The roots are afterwards ftrung 
upon little ftrings to dry them, and are hung Up ia the open, 
air, in a ihady place, or tied round the necks of the cattle^ 
as feme travellers affirm. They are afterwards folded up 
ID cotton^ and fent tp their refpeàive deftinations. - 

The Calmuck Tartars, and the inhabitants of Great Bu-, 
charia^ «re the perfons.who carry the rhubarb' to, Orem-. 
burg, where the Ruffian' government has it bought up. 
The good roots are carefully fcparated from the bad ones. . 
Thbfe that arc not worth prefervW are burped ; and i\\c< 

M 2 



268 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS 4NP. TIUPE B(^ T* 

reft are dried a fécond time. Tbe rHubarb \h?kt is npt con- 
Aimed in the interior part of the empire, i$ d^iy<ered to tb^ 
Englifh merchants at a iUpuIated pi.ice, which never Vanea» 
It 18 the beft of all the rhubarbs. 

Next to this is the fprt which tlie people of Great Bu« 
charia carry into Pertiat and which, after haying traverDed 
part of Afia by land» arrives on the borders of the Méditer^ 
"vaneaiî, where it is bought by th^ Venetians.. 

Before it is fold again, this rhubarb is treated neatly with 
the fame cate as that which has palTed. thirough. the hands 
•f the RuiTian^ 

The rhubarb which comes to v^ by thefe two chaoaeli^ 
i^ot being fufficient for our eonfuipptiofu. we have bcfi» 
obliged to employ that whn^h opr navigators bjçing us &ocq, 
China. It is very inferior to the other forts { whether it 
be tttat it has only been dried in an oven, as it ha&been 
imagined from its not being bored ; or whether it may bave 
acquired fome particular tafte by being placed near other 
produôipns i or, in a word» whether a long voyage at Tea 
m^T noi; hav4 altered, its» properdes.. 

The Europeans-hyve. been defiroufc of apprq;matis|^ ta 
themfelves this falutary plants The rhubarb tree which in. 
^ fèeti in the royal garden at Paris,, baa already, fumifbed 
fgrae feeds and flioots» which have (iiçce^ded m an opeâ 
ground, in feveral provinces of the kingdom. The focttQf; 
eilahJiAÎçd a^; London for the eocouiagement of arts, and 
çominerce, diftributed^iii L779» n\edala to two Eh^iHirCid^ 
tiyatois who hsid piHDducod rhubarb of a fuperior cpalii^. 
Thefe firft e^perimcot^ muft have bcca attended with fe* 
uovrable cQnfeqmevcffs* 

Ë^fide the articles; sdready mentipoed,. the Europeans^ 
l^s l^om Chtns^ inl^ camphire,. borax, canes, gvm^lac : 
in^fprnajerly they purchai«d gold tbcrck 

In Eurqpe a m^d$i of gold, is .wocth about fourteen. niaxJES 
a;id. a: half of filver* If there weoe a» cousntry in vthich it 
wap^wprth^ twenty;» our merchaats would cany, gold ditther 
to eaujhange it for jGilver. They would bring ua. kick that 
f^v;çj;,Jto Receive gold in C3cchange„which thcyi would again 
ca^fjy .jjli^oad for the.fajnie purpofe. This; teaHcr would be 
c^n^^c^ ip ttxis. manner tiU the relative 'value of the tw» 
i^^U ^i^'^ to be much the; ikmeia both countmsv ^^ 
WM^upou this priaciple^ that /for sLhsog tiax filveo waa fent 
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to China, to be bartered for gold ; by which traffic a profit 
of forty-five p^r cent, was made. It was never carried on 
by the charter ^companies ; becaufe the profit they made 
upon it, however confiderable it may appear,' was yet much 
inferior to that obtained upon their merchandize. Their 
agents, who were not indulged in purfaing what trade they 
ehofe, attended to thefe fpeculations for their own advan* 
tage.. They followed this branch of commerce with f« 
much àffiduîty, tliat in ^ fhort time the returns were not 
fufficicnt to induce them to continue h. Gold is of greater 
or lefs value at Canton, according^ to the time of the year 
when it is purchafed ; its value is lower from the beginning 
&f February to the end of May than through the reft of 
the year, when the harbour is full of foreign (hips. Yet, 
in the mdti favourable fcafon, no more than eighteen per 
cent, ts to be made of it, which is not a fufficient induce- 
ment for any one to undertake this traffic. The only 
agents, who have not been fufFercrs by the ceflation of this 
tfade, are thofe of the French company, who were never 
allowed to be concerned in it. The direâors referved that 
profit !bf themlclves» Many attempted it ; but Caftanier 
was the otily one who carried on the trade with abilities 
and fuceefs. He fent goods to Mexico 5 thefe Wtvc foM 
Ibf piaftres> which were carried to Acapulco, then to the 
Philippines, uftd ftxim thenqè ta O^iît^a, where they were' 
bartered For gold. That able man, by this judicious cir- 
culation, had opened a tracky which it is fnrprifing that tto 
one has lincc purfiled. 



Acctmnt 9f jSé 
Europeans who 
kaveformedcofh 
neBloni with 
Chinas 



All the European nations, which fail 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, go as 
far as China. The Portuguefe were the 
firft who landed there. The Chinefe gave 
them the town of Macao, which was built 
upon a "barren and rugged fpot; on the ^ " 

point of à Jfttle ifland at the mouth of the river Canton/ 
and with it a territory of about three miles in Cn-curtifcr-^' 
ence. They obtained the freedom of the harbour^ Nvhich^ 
is tot) narrow; but fafe and côtbmôdlous, upon tht coûdP 
tîort of paying to the emperor all the duties to be levied' b^ 
the ihîps that fhould come in; and they purchafed '-thi* 
liberty of building fortifications, by engaging to pay -a yeûf^' 
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ly tribute of 37,500 litres [i 562Î, 108.3. A» long »« the 
court of Li/bon maintained the fo^ereignty of the Indian 
Teas, this pKce was a famous mart. - It decUned in the fame -. 
proportion aa the power of the Portnguefe, and gradually 
came to nothing. There would /carcp be any remembrance 
left of this fpot>, formerly fo celebrated, if^ daring one part 
of the year, it did not fcrve as an afyluni for the European 
fadors, who, after the departure of their fhips, are obliged 
to quit Canton, which they cannot re-enter till their veffel» 
return. Ncvcrth<rlcrs, the feeble remains of this ooce flou- 
rifhing colony, flill enjoyed a kind of independence tBl the 
year 1774. 

Ac tUat period, the murder of a Chinéfe determined the 
viceroy of the f)rovirjice to apply to his côiîirt for a ma^if* 
trite to inflrud and govern the barbarians of Macao ; thcfe 
were the words of his petition. The court fent a manda- 
rin, who took poffcffion of the town in the name of his 
raaitei*. He fcorned ^o live among foreigners, who arc 
ar.vays holdcn in great contempt, and fixed hi» refldence at 
the diftance of a league from the town; 

The Dutch met with worfe treattrient about a century 
a^o. Thofe republicaps, who, notwithftanding the fuperi- 
oray they had gained in the Afiatic feaSi had been exchidèd 
frorn China by the intrigues of the Portaguefe, at laft got 
acccfs-to the poru of that empire. Not Sttiffie^ mth the 
precarious footing they had acquired there, they attempted 
to ere^ a fort near Hoang-pou, under pretence of buildmg- 
a warehoufe. It is faid, that their dcfign was to -^make 
thcmiclves mailers of the navigation of the Tigris,- ani^to 
give law both to the .Chinefef and to foreigner», who were 
dfefirou^ of trading to Canton. Their views were dtfcovcr» 
çd too focn for their' intcreft. * They were all maiTâcrtd } 
fii\d it was a great while before any of their nation coulj 
venture to appear anew upon the coafts of China. They 
v.cve feen there again abc Jt the year 1730. The firft (htps 
^that arrived there came from Java. They brought various 

^ ,ço.mmoditieS(rof the growth of India iti general, and of their 

own colonies in particular, and bartered them fo*' thofe of 

. Jtb.e cppntry. The comn^an4er8 of thefe vefiel^ whdlly in- 

^et^t upon pleafinç the council of Batavia, frgm which they 

[ immediately received' their orders, and expe^ed their pro- 
motion, had nothing ia view but todlffiofe orthesMrchin- 
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dîze they were întrafted with, without attending to the 
quality of that they received in rtturn. Tlie company foou 
found, that in confequeoce of this proceeding they could 
never fupport themfelves againft their competitors. This 
eoniideration determined them to Oend fhipa direâly from 
£urope with money. They touch at Batavia, where they 
take in fuch commodities of the country as are fit for 
China, and return direâly into our latitudes, with much 
better ladings than formerly, but not fo good as thofe of 
the £nglifh. 

Of all the nations that have eftabliihed an intercourfe 
with China, the Engliih have maintained it the moH con« 
ftantly. They had a faAory in the ifland of Chufan, at the 
time when affairs were chiefly tranfailcd at Emouy. When 
thefe were centered at Canton, their aâivity was dill the 
fame. As their company were required to export woollen 
dothsy xhtj determined to keep agents condantly at this 
place to difpofe of them. Tliis cul\om of the Englifh, 
joioed to the great demand for tea in their fettlements, 
made them, at the beginning of the centur}*^ maders of al« 
niod all the trade carried on between China and Europe. 
The be^vy duties laid by the ps^rliament on that foreign 
. production, at lad made other nations, and Prance in par- 
ticukr» fenfible of the advantages of this commerce. 

France had foroied in 1660 a particular company for the 
trade of thefe latitudes. A rich' merchant of Rouen, 
named Fermanel, was at the head pf the undertaking; 
..which was begun with an infufficient capital, and proved 
unfuccefsfuh The avcrilon, naturally entertained for a 
people who believed that foreigners came among them for 
no other purpofe than to corrupt their morals, and to de- 
prive them of their liberty,, was confidcrably increafed by 
the loffes that were fudained. In vain, towards the year 
16S5, did the Chinefe alter their opinion, and cohfequently 
their behaviour. The French fcldom frequent their 
ports. The new fociety formed in 1698, was not more 
aûive.than the former ; nor did theyfuçcéed in this trade, 
till it came to be united with that or India, and rofe in the 
fame proportion, 

. . The Danes and the Swedes began to frequent the ports 
of China about the fame time, and have adtd upon the 
famç, principles as the French. The Embden company 
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xvould prpbiibly haye adopted thpm Kkèwifc, hîà it fubûft* 
<à loHg enough. 

'. The annual purchafes made by the Europeans in China, 

{f we connpute them by thofe of the year 1766, atnouBt to. 

;^.6;754,4v04 livres ^,1,14,7701. its. 8d.] this fum, above 

'fdur-IAfths of whicp i§ laid out tn the fingle article of tea, 

'wa3gaJd''Jn piallres, or jn goods carried by 'twenty- tlir€c 

iVjIp^. S^wedtTi furnifhed 1, 935,168 livres' [80,632!.] in 

mont)^, s^iid 427,500 £17,812!. 108.] in tin, lead, anâ 

oi'icr commoditH's. Denmark, 2,161,630 livres [90,067b 

iSip 4d.]'in money, and 231,000 C9^^5^*3 *•* *^°"> ^^ 

riiid guii-flint8. France, 4,000,000 [i 66,6661. 138. 4d.] 

ill mppey, a»nd 400^900 [i 6,6^.61. 1^. 4d.] in drapery. 

Holland, 2,735,400 [113,975^0 iû ftioney, and 44,600 

"{1058I. Cs. Sd.] in vvoqUcu goods, bef^e 4,000,150 

^[^1 '66,672!. 1 8s. 4d,] in thç produce of her colonics. 

'Gîcat Britaio, 5,44^,566 livres [226,8i5L 5s.] in money, 

;i,cco,475 [83,;53r." 'as. 6d.] in woollen cloths, an4 

3^375,000 [140,6251,3 in various articles from different 

parts oF India. All thefe fums together ambuot t« 

^6,754,494 livrca [i,»r4,777Î. ^ts» Sd.]. We do not 

include in this eaknlation |x>,ooo,oao [4iD,666!. 138. 4d.J 

in ipecie, which the EngliAi bate carried over ana abov^ 

what we have mentioned, bccauCie they were dedined to 

' pay off the debts that nation had eontraâed, or to lay in a 

Jluck to trade upon in the intervals betweeirthe vt>yage9. 

€ovje^utfii con^ It is not eafy to forfee what this trade 

^rn'ifig the fu^ will hereafter be. Though the ClMijcfe 

\ iiètejiàte of the are fo fond of money, they fecm more in* 

^Jriufe of Europe clined to fliut their ports againft the 

in China, Europeans, V^an to encouragé them to 

extend their trade. As the fnirit of the 

Tartars has fubfided, and the conqueror» have imbibed the 

' maxims of the vanquiflicd nation, they have adopted their 

^prejudices, ^nd in particular their averfion and contempt of 

'foreigners. They have difcovered thefe difpofitions,' by 

"the bum^iating hardfhips tlity have unpofed upon them, 

•^ aficr, Wving trcaj:ecj them with great refpeÔ. ' Thé tranô- 

r'tion IS bût ihqrtTroîptKi& precarious fituàtioii to a total 

.Vxi:i,ulfiQn, ■ It rr>ây no no't,f>e far of | and' this" k the more 

'likely," as there is an'a<f^rve nation which is, J>erhapd|; fecrft» 

ly contriving tojbfing about this event. 
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< The Dutch are not ignorant that all Europe is grown 
very fond of feveral Chînéfe produdionB.. They ra«y 
readily fuppafe, that the iotpoifibilky of procunng them 
from the tirft hand wonld not hinder the confumptioa. If 
all Europeans were excluded from China^ the natives would 
txport their o>$n commodities. As their (hipping is not 
£t for a long navigation, they Vould be under a neceffity 
of carrying them to Batavia or Malaca ; and the nation to 
whom thefe colonies belong, would immediately get all thi« 
trade io it$ hands. It^is dreadful even to fufpeS thefe re» 
publican» of any thing fo bafe, but it is well known that 
they have been guiky of more odious a£is for interefts of 
lefs confequence. 

If the ports of China were once fhut, it is probable they 
Would be fo for ever. The obftinacy of that nation would 
never fuffer them to retraét, and there is no appearance that 
they would be compelled to it. What meafures could be- 
taken againil a (late at the diftance of eight thoufand 
leaguefi ? No government can be fo abfurd a» to imagine,, 

] that men, after the. fatigues of fo long a voyage, would 
fcnture to attempt con(|uells in a country defendied by fuch 
a number of people however deftituie of courage (his na* 

' t>{ony which has never tried its ilrength again ft the Euro- 
peans, mav be fuppofcd to be. The only way in which 
we conld didrefs thefe people, would be by intercepting 
their navigation, which ia« an obje^ they pay little atten- 
tion to, as it neither afi^ds their fubdfteace nor their con* 

^ vcniencies. 

Even this fruitlcfs revenge would be pra^licable but for 
a (hort time. The fhips employed in this piratical cruile 
would be driven from thoft latitudes, one part of the year* 
by the moftfoons, and the other part by the ftorms they 
call typhons, whieh are pecuh'ar to«the feas of China. 

Having.thus^ explained the manner iii which the Euro* 
peaiis have hitherto carried on the Eaft India trade, it will' 
not be improper tp examirve three queftions, which naturaUy 
arife upon the fubjed and have not yet been decided, i. 
Whether it be advifable to continue that trade. 2. 
Whether large fetflcments be neceffarv to carry it oti with 
fuccefs. J. Whether it ought to be left in the hauda of 
txchiiive companies. We f&all difcufs thefe goings with^ 
mpartiality, as we have no other ci^Dtiern ih the càufe but 
the iutreft. of mankind. 

Mf. 
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All the accounts wc have of things» are perverted by 
ignorance or evil io tentions. The politician is guided only 
hts views ; and the merchant by hi* intereft. Tnere is none 
but the philofopber who knovfs when to doubt ; who is 
fileoty when his knowledge fails him \ and who tells the 
truth» when once he refolv^s to fpeak. For indeed, what 
rev^axd could be offered» of fufficient ipiportance to induce 
bim to deceive mankind» and to forfeit his charaâei ? If 
we fuppofe it fortunate ; he is rich enough» if he have but 
a fuiScjcncy. tofatisfy his wants» which are extremely limit* 
ed. Is it ambition I If he have the happinefg of being 
wife» he may excite the envy of others ; but there is no- 
thing under the heavens that he can pof&bly cOvet. Is he 
to be ten^ted with dignities I He knows they will not be 
offered to him ^ and if they (liould bci he knows that he 
would not accept them< without .a certainty of doing good. Is 
he to be feduced by flattery ?,He is totally unacquainted with 
this art» and difdaios the contemptible advantages of it* 
Can he be influenced by fear ? He fears nothmg ; not even 
d^^adu If he be thrown into a dungeon» he is weir aware 
this is not the fird time that tyrants» or fanatics» have 
plunged viitue into fuch a ûtuation» from whence (he ha» 
been taken out merely to be dragged upon a fcdIFold. It 
is he who efcapes out of the hands of deftiny that knows 
i^ot how to lay hold of him» becaufe he has broken ofF» as 
t.he floic fays, the handles by which the ilroog feizes upon 
the wjL^ak» and difpofes of them «t plelifure* . 

M/i z r» ^ " Whoever coniiderà Europe as forming 
mehcrEuropi ^^ ^^^ body»xthe members of which arc 
Jèùuid fotiitfme ^^^j^^^ j^ ^^^ common interefl, or at Icaft 
l^^/i'/i^tf ^tà .^ ^jj^ f^ç ^^^ ^f intereft, will not he. 
Jruiia* fitate to pronounce» whether her connec- 

tions with Afia be advantageous or not. The Jndia trade 
evidently enlarges the circle of our enjoyments. It pro** 
cures us wholcfome and agreeable liquors» conveniencies of 
a more refined nature» more fplendid furniture» fome new 
pjeafurec^ ^nd a more comfort;able e&iftence* Such power- 
1^1 .incentives have had the iame influence upon thofe na« 
tjonsi who» from their ijtuation»..a£^ivity» good fortune io 
maJking discover ies» and boldnefs in enterprilcs» can procure 
ihéS^ enjoyments for themfelves at their very fouice'; as 
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Upon thofe who «re onable to acquire them» antefs throurh 
the channel of t^e maritime ftatcs, whofe navigation enabled 
ihem to difpcrfe the fopcrflmtics of their enjoyments ovet 
the whole continent. The Europeans have been fo eager 
fn their piirfuit after thefe foreign luxuries, that neither me 
higheft duties» the ftrideft prohibitions, nor the feverertv 
penalties, have been able to reftrain it. Every govern* 
ment, after having in vain tried to fabdue this inchnation; 
which only increalcd by oppofition, has been forced ut bft 
to yield to it ; though general prejudices, which were 
ftrengthened by time and cuftom, made them conflder thiib 
compliance as detrimental to the ftabiHty of the cotnmoiâi 
good. 

But the time was come, wl*en it became ncccflary to re- 
move the rettraints.. Can it be a matter of doubt, whether 
it be beneficial to add the enjoyments of foreign climates 
to ihofc of our own ? Univerfal fociety exifts as well for 
the conunon intercft of the whole, ashy the mutual interell 
of all.th& individuals that compofe it. An increafe of fe* 
lidty nwift, therefore, refult from a general intcrconrfc. 
Commerce is the cxercife of that valuable liberty, to which 
nature has invited all men ; . which is the fource of their 
happinefs, and indeed of theiç virtues. We may even vcn^ 
ture to aflcrt, that men are never fo truly fenfible of their 
freedom as they. are in à commercial intercourfe ; nor is 
any thing fo <:ondùcive to it as commercial laws 1 and one 
particular advantage derived from this circumflance is, 
that as., trade produces liberty, fo it contributes to pre^ 
fervc it. 

We muft be but little acquainted with man, if- we ima- 
gine, that, in order to make him happy, he mud be . de- 
barred from enjoyments. We grant, that the being ao* 
cuflomed to want the conveniencies of Hfe leflens the fum 
of our misfortunes ; but by diminlfliing our pleafures in a 
greater proportion than our pains, we are rather brought 
to a date of infenGbility tlian of happinefs. . If nature have 
given roan a heart fufceptible of tender impreffions ; if his 
imagination be for ever involuntarily employed in feàrrch O^ 
ideal and ddufive objeâs of happinefs, it is fit that , Ins reli-^ 
kls mind (hould have an infinite variety of enjoyments; tti 
parAie«. But let reafoo teach him to be fâtisfied with ^cB 
thing» as he can enjoy, and' dot* to^ be arixidtis Ibr th6&: 
thai are.ottt of bis reach : this is tiue wifdom. But to re« 

M6 



^vîrei^ that reafon ^ttk) make ii« voluntarily rcjeâ what it 
M în Qttf power to aéd to our present bappinefe» xd tgiCOntr»- 
diét aaiurej and to fubvett the firft principles of feciety ; ft 
k to transform the unfverfe into one vafl: monalliery, and to 
change men into fo many idle and melancholy anchorets. 
Ixrt ttB fuppofe this project e^recuted ; and, calling our 
eyed upon the globe, let us aik ourfelve», whether we (hould 
be better plea fed with it in the ftate we (hould then fee it» 
than as it Was before ? • , 

How. (hall we perfuade rnan to be content with the few 
indulgencies that moraîifts think. proper to allow hiita ? How 
ftall we afcertain the limits of what is neceflary, which 
varies according to his fituation in life^ his attainmentSy 
vmd his dcfires ? No foonel* had' his induftry facilitated the 
>Beans of procuring a fubfiftence, than the Icifurc he gained 
by this was employed in extending the limits of his facul- 
ties atid the circle of his pleafurcs. Hence arofe aU his 
faélitious wants. The difcovery of a new fpecies of fenfa- 
tionfe esteited a dçfîre of prefcrving them, a:)d a propenfity ^ 
. to find out others. Tile perfcâion of oi)e art introdaced 
ihe knowledge of fcveral others. The fuccefs of a waf, 
occafioned by hunger or revenge, fuggefted the ideaof con« 
queft. Navigation put men under a necefiBty of deftroying 
one another, or of forming a geperal union. Commercial 
treaties between nations parted by the feas, and foetal coni- 
paâs between men dtfpcrfed upon the earth, bore an eiuiét 
tclAablanee to each other. Thefe fêterai relations began 
hf coiAeds^and ended by aflbciàtions. War and navigation 
have ocçaûoned a mutual communication between difterent 
people and diferent colonies. Hence men became conne6^d 
with each ocher by dependence or intercourfe. Thet«fufeof 
all nations, mixing together during the ravagea of war, are 
inaproved and pdiifhcd by .commence; the true fpirit of 
which îsi that dl nations feould confidcr.thcmf elves as one 
great fociety, who Je members have 'sdl an equal right to 
partake of the convenicncies of the reft. Commerce, in it's 
objeél and in tlïe means employed to carry it on, .fuppofea 
an inclinatÎQiU and a liberty between sdl nations to make 
tvery e^ehange.that can contribute to Hiéîr mtitual fatif- 
faâion* The inclination and the Kbeity of procuring en- 
j^ymentl arethe only two fprings of induftry, and the only 
two principles of focial intercourfe among then. 

Th^ who ceàfuï-e tht trade of Europe with India, have 
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onl^ the ibllowîng reafotis to allege a^înfl an unifdrU and 
free lutercourfe ; tbat h is attended with a eonffderaUe loft 
of men ; that it checks the progrefs of ouf ifiduftry 5 and 
that it leflens oar ftock of money. Thefe objeéHons are 
caiily obviated. 

As long as every man^all be at liberty to choofe a pfro- 
feffion, and to employ his abilities in any manner m^^ai^ree^ 
able to himfelF» we need not be folicitous about his delttny. 
As in a ftate of freedom every thing has its proper valnei 
no man will expofe himfclf to any danger, without expeéi- 
ing an equivalent. In a well regulated fociety, every in* 
dividual is at liberty to do what is moil conformable to his 
inclination and his intereil, provided it be not inconfifttfVt 
with tbeproperties and liberties of others. A law, thartfh6iiid 
prohibit every trade in which a man might «ndaifger hfs 
fife, would condemn a great part of mankind to ftarve, and 
would deprive fociety of namberlefs advantages. We need 
not crofs the line to carry on a dangerous trade ; fincCf 
even in Europe, we* may find many occupations far moi^ 
deftru^ive to the human race than the navigation to Inilitf. 
If the perils attending fea- voyages deftroy fomc of our meoi 
let us only give due encouragement to* the culture of oot 
lands, and, our population will be. fo mdch increafed, éhit 
we (hall be better able t6 fpare thofe felf-devoted viâims 
who are fwallowed up by the fed. To this we may add, 
that moft of thofe who perifh in long voyages are loft 
through accidental càufes, which might eafily be prevented 
by mol-é i^hbkfôme diet and a more regular life. Btit^ if 
men will add, to the vices prevalent in thenr own cltmaté» 
and to the corruption of their own manners, thofe c^ t!he. 
countries where they land, how is it pofTtbie that théy 
Ihôuld refift thefe united principles of deflruâiôti ? ' 

Even fuppofing th^t the India trade ftiould coft -Europe; 
as fmri^y men as it is faid to do, are we certain that thislofs' 
is not compenfatcd by the labours tt> which that trade gives, 
rife, ^ and which encourage and increaft our population? 
Would not thé men, difpérfed upon the' ftveral fliips cotï* 
tihually failing lA thefé latitudes, occnpy a place upon 
land which is nOw left vacant for others ? If we' ctmfïdct' 
attentively the. number of people contained ifk the fmafi^ter^^ 
fitoriA of maritime powers, we (haU be convinced, thtet it fe; 
hot the iiàvigation to Aiid, itof even navigation in gen^naf^ ^ 
that 18 detrimental to the population of Europe : but^ 4)ii 
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the contrary, navigation alone may» perhaps, balance aB 
the caufes that tend to the dellrudUon and decreafe ef 
naankind. Let Us now' endeavour to remove the fears of 
thofe who apprehend that the India trade never leflens the 
number of our manufadlorles at home, and the profits anfiag 
from them. 

Admitting it true, that it had put a ftop to (bme of our 
labours, it has given rife to many more. It hasjntroduced 
into our colonies the culture of fugar, coffee» and indigo. 
Many of our manufadurti are fupported by India, filk and 
cotton. If Saxony and other countries in Europe niak^ 
very fine china ; if Valencia^ manufadures pekins fuperior 
to thofe of China % \î Switzerland imitates the muflina and 
worked callicoes of Bengal ; if England ^nd France print 
linens with great elegance ; if fo many ftuffs, formerly un* 
known in our climates, now employ our bed artifts ; .are 
we not indebted to India for all thefe advantages ? 

Let ui^ proceed further, and fuppofe that we are not in- 
debted to Afia for any of our improvements* the confua^ 
tion we make of its commodities cannot therefore bci.deld- 
mental to our induftry ; for we pay for them with^bë pro- 
duce of onr own manufa(^ure3 exported to America*. .^I. Uà 
a hundred h'vres worth of linen to the Spaniard, and fend 
that money to the Eaft Indies. Another fenda the fanae 
quantity of the linen itfelf^ We both bring home tea. In. 
faék, we are both doing the fame thing ; we are changing 
a hundred livres wqrth of linen into tea : the only difference* 
ia» that the .one does it by two traniaâions, and the other, 
by a fingle one. Suppofe the Spaniard» inftead of ^ving 
me money, had given me goods that were (afeaUevin. Jadia» 
I ihould not have hindered our artificers hy carrying them 
thither. Is it not the very iame thing as if lihad carried 
our, own. produce there I, I (ail from Europe with the mer-^ 
chandizc and, manufa^ures of nvy own country ^ I go to 
the Sooth fea, and exçhang|£. then> for- piaftres; I carry 
thofe piadrea to India, and bring home things that are 
either ufeful or agreeable» . Jiave I .been the gieans o£ re« 
ilraiAing the induilry of my country ? Far from it ; I have - 
extended the qonfupiption of i;s prpdiiice« and naultiplted 
the enjoyment of my .countrymen* The circumfUnce that 
miHeads the oppofcrs of the India trade is» that the piaftret • 
are bfought over to Europe l;>efope they arc carried to-Aiuù^ 
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But fioaUyi whether the money be or be not employed m 
the imermediate pledge of exchange, I have either direéUy 
or mdiredUy made an etchange with Afia, and bartered 
goods for goods» my maiîufaâory for theirsi my prodaâioot 
fyr their pfoduéiions. 

But it is objcded by fome difcontented men» that India 
has at all times fwallowed up all the treafures of the uni- 
vcrfe. Ever fince chance has taught men the ufe of metals, 
fay chefe cenfurcrs» they have never ceafed to fearch for 
them* Avarice, ever reftkfs, has not forfaken thefe barren 
rocks, where nature has wifely concealed thofe infidious 
treafm^s. Since they were taken out of the bowels of the 
eaxth, they have conftantly beendiffufed upon the furfaceof 
it ; and notwithftanding the extreme opulence of the Rd- 
mans, and of fome other nations, they have difappeared 
from Burope, Africa, and fome parts of Aiia. India hath 
entirely abforbed them. Riches are all taking the fame 
courfe % pafllng on continually from weft to eaft, and never 
returning. It is therefore for India, that the mines of Peru- 
have been opened ; and for the Indians, that the European» 
have been guilty of fo many crimes in America. While 
the Spaniards are laviihing the lives of their flaves in Mexica 
to obtain ûlver out of the bowels of the earth, the banians 
take fUll more pain#to bury it again. If ever the weahh 
of Fotofi ihould be exhaufted, we mud go in fearch for it 
on the coaft of Malabar where we. have lent it. When twe 
have drained India of its pearls and fpices, we (hall, perhaps, 
by force of anna recover from them the fums thofe luxuries 
have Qoft us. Thus ihall our cruelties and caprices, remove 
the gold and filvcr into other clings, where avarice and fa* 
perftttioa will again bary them under ground. 

Thefe complaints are not altogether groundlefs. Ever 
fioce the reft of' the world have opened a communication 
with India, they have conftantly exchanged gold and filver 
for arts and commodities. Nature has fupplied the Indians 
with the few neceiFaries they want ; their climate will not 
admit of our luxuries ; and their religion gives them an ab- 
horrence for fome things that we feed upon. As their cuft« 
oms, manners, and government, have continued the fame, 
notwithftaadiag the revolutions that have overturned their 
country, we muft not expe6i they (hould ever alter. India 
ever was, and everwill be, what it now is. As long as any 
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trade is ctrrieé <m there» money will be brought in» and 
goodi fctit out* But before we exclaim againtt the>abuie 
•f thîft trade, we (hould attend to its progrefs, and coaiSder 
What M the refait dF it. 

Fkft, it is certain our gold does not go ta India. It has 
g<dd of its own, befîdes confiant fupply from Monomotapa^ 
which tromes by the eaftern coaft of Africa, and by v the Red 
iira ; from the Turks, which is broQght by the way of Ara» 
bio and Bafibra ; and from Per6a, which is con^^ed both 
by the ocean and the continent* This «aomaous mafs ia 
never increafed by the gold we procure from the Spamih 
and Porttiguefe colonics. In a word^ we are folar fiFotn -ew'^ 
rying gold to Afia, that for a long while we have carried 
filver to ChiiHi to barter it againft gold* 

Eten the filter which India %tt% from tis ia by no aaeatft 
i» eoafiderable as may be imi^ined frcta» the immenfe qnaiif 
tity of Indian* goods we bring home. The annual fale of 
(hefe goods has of kte years amounted- te an hwidrcd and. 
fifty millfoos £6,666,6661. 13s. 4d.J Suppofîog they 
have 00ft bu!t half of what they fold for, eighty nûlUaop 
C3»5^3,355h 6s. Sd.] muil have be^ fent to Xadia to.pi«t* 
ohafe them, beiides what muft have been fcnt over for oiqr 
fetttementsb We fhall not ficruple t<^ é(firffl,.t^at» foc £>me 
time pafty all Europe haa m)t carried thither more than. 
twenty-*fottr militons .[ t ,oOo,oCoL } a year. Eig^t millioai 
Eji5^3J3l. 68.' 8d.] are fent from Franeci fix ([365c,oocL]: 
from Holland, three [f25,ocx)}*] from Eiighmd, tkre« 
Cïî>5iôoôl.] from Denmark, two [SjtJ^SÎ* 6«. 8d*2 frdni 
Sw^en^ and two C^^333^* ^*« ^'3 ^^*^*** PortwgaL 

This eakvdation ^ill not appear improbable, if we <:on^ 
fider, thattiiougk in general India be in^ no want cather of 
éur produce or of our maouliéitires^ yet it receives from us,, 
in iron, lead, copper, woollens, and other kfs articles, to the 
full amount of one fifth of the commodities we buy theici 

This mode of payment is augmented by the produce of 
the £imx>pean fettlements in Anà^ The «oft eoafiderable 
are thofe of the fptce iflanda for the Dtttch^ and of Bengal 
for the EnglKh. 

The fortunes made by the free irader» and^enta in In*- 
dia eontribnte alfo to leffcn the exportation of our fsecie* 
Tlofe induftrious men depofit their flock in the co&ra of 
their own cowAryv or of ibine other nation) to be repaid. 

S 
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thétH In Ewrepe, whither they all return fooner or later- 
Therefore a part of the India trade ie carried on with mo» 
11^ got in tlie ctfUrttry. \ 

Fartkular events alio put us (bmetîmeft in pofieffion of 
the ,trèaFiire8 of the eaft. It U undeniable, that by the re* 
vojlftioiis in 'tlie decan and Bengal, and by difpofinr of 
thfik empires aè pleafure, the French and the Englifti nate 
obtainedvthl^ health accunnulated in thefe opulent region» 
for fo fttany ages. It is evident that thefe fumS) joined to 
'Others iefs coniBderablet which the Europeans have «cquirefl 
by their fupefior MU and bratcry, muft have j^tained tk 
great deal of ^cle among them, which otkerwife wotidd 
la>e gone into Afk. 

That rich part of the world has even reftored td us fome 
of the trcafore we had poured tnco it. The expedkioa of 
Kouli Khan into India is utllvevfaRy known ; but it is not 
equally fo, that ha wrefted from the eSisfninate^and eoward» 
ly people of this coiiVitry upwards of 2,€^^,ooo,ooo Kvrw 
{]^3»333'333^* ^* ^^3 '° fp«cie, or in valuable effieeb. 
Tàe emperors palace alone containfd irtedimablt and imra* 
BMRftbfe intftfures. Tht prefencekchanA^er ww .coverfd 
lÉrkh'pktel-of gold ; the ceding w«S' ht with dtamonds. 
TwtSvtf pffiars of ms^ve gM^ fld€M«e4 witb pearit and^re- 
âom ft)MM9, iMitounded the tht^Mè, tlie c»nopy of- wnkh 
wadtéBwrkably béafâtifu!, aiid repvefentee a peaeoek, with 
wings and tail extendi to overCkadow the monaneb. The 
diamonds, rubies, emeralds, ahd all the fparkling gems 
which cfumpG^À thlsctirièu* piece of workmahdi^ peffe6^* 
ly iflf^ita*£ea i^e colours df tMs bi^autiful bird. Nadonl>t 
part of^that weidth is réfutttèd into Indfa«' ^uch of the 
trc^furelinHight to Peri^ frbm the conqueft of the mogul^ 
muft have been buried ntidef gronfid during the fubfequent 
wars ; but the feveral branches of <*o«Mnercc rouft certainly 
hsive brought fonlc' to Buroj^,"thto«gk fuch channels as 
arc tof> #cll known W» mfikè it' netfeffirry td'fpecify thcsi. 

Admitting thatncJnc of" the foriehcshaîve reached us, the 
opinion of twofé^hoi cDndemif theitrade: bf < Indiaf ' beeaufe 
it^ is carried on with fpecîe, will not be beil^r fiippèi-ted, 
^Wkîch ir!a^bé»elifely pis^v^do 'Ooi^d «ifwIfikenitTe' id the 
produce ctf owleilj' kwof AMema*, a»id> ai>e fent^ u» hi 
exchange for the^rodudibns -of our-rnvn <»3untry. If Eu* 
tiopc dia net reniit the» to Afia^ Americil would foow be 



«Sx HISTORY OP SSTTLBHENTS AND TRADE Bool f. 

uoable to return any to Europe. - The too great plenty of 
, H on our continent would fo reduce its value» that the oa- 
• tioas who bring it to us could no loiter get it from their co- 
lonies. When once an eU of linen cloth, which is now 
worth twenty fola [lod.j rifes to a piilole [i6s. çd.] the 
Spaniards cannot buy i( of us» to carry it to the country 
which produces ûlver. The working of their mines is cz* 
peniive. When this expeoce (halt -have increafed to ten 
liraes that fum, and the value of filver is iHH the fame, the 
.bttÛQe& of working in the mines will be more coftly thaa 
profitable to the owners, who will confeqoently givt it up. 
No more gM and fiUer will come £rom the new world (o 
;the old} and the Americanr will bepbUg'ed to negle^ their 
richeft mines^ as they have gradually fotrfakeq tlie lefs valu- 
able ones* This event wvniU have taken place before, 
if they had not found a «wy of difpofing of ahoat 
5»aQa,ooQ,ooo [125,000,000!.] in Afia, by^th^C^pe of 
Good Hope» or by the Philippine iQands,» Therefo^re this 
circulation of money into India» which fo many.pn%judiçed 

ferfons have hitherto conpàered as a raiuoaaw^KportaUdii, 
as been beneficial both f. to Spaif^i By fupportiog theofijy 
manufa^juf^ &e hatl^ tiad to other nations», who jUlt^oiit 
itKsoidd never have dtfpofed of. their produce, .^r of thefraits 
of their induilry« Hawiiog thus jmified the Indîan tnde» 
we (hall next proceed toinqoire» whether it hath beeacoa* 
duâed on the principles of found poi^^ 

. ■ /• • • . . 

Whether iV be Ai,l the nations in £un>pe» -who han 

ffCef^ry ihtif faiWd round the Cape of-.Qood Hope» 
the Sura^pem^ liave aimed at founding great empires, ia 

Jj^ld Jfave , Afi^* Thç Pbrtoguefe, who led the way to 

iùr^e eftabli/b: . tUofe wealtby regions, ficft. fet ua thee*- 
mentis . s^ple.of a bpu^efs ambition. Not con* 

tent with hiivifig. made themfelwes maftcrs 

:, of the illands in which the choicest px^uâipns were to.be 

rfound» «and ereded fortre^es ^vrher^ever they were necefifary 

,to fecure to themCelves the .navigation of the ,eaft, they 

afpired alfo to the av^thority of giving laws to Malabar, 

- which» being divided into feveral petty fovereignties». that 
were jealous of, or at enmity wi^h each, other» was f<Hved 

to.fubmit to the yoke. 

The Spaniards did not. at firft fliew more modcratio»; 
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even before they had completed the conquefl of the Plûlîp- 
pine îflandd, which were to be the centre ef "their power, 
ihey drove to extend their dominion further. If they have 
mot fince fubdued the reft of that immenfe archipelago, or 
filled all. the adjacent countries with their cnormitios, we 
muii look for the caufe of their tranquillity in the treafures 
of America, which have confined their purfutts» though 
they did not fatîrfy thdf defires. 

The £>ittch deprived the Portugueie of their moll conii- 
derable pofts on the continent, and drove them out of the 
fpice iflands- IThey haw prcfervcd thofe poflcfliôn«i and 
tovSt hrtef aéquliittons oflty by eftabHihing a form of govern* 
tnenfi lefâr opprefQve t^han that of the nations on whoTe ruint 
they were rifingi- 

■•' The flow nef* and înwfi^otièii of the French in their jwre- 

^éeeéin^, prevented them-i<bi*^ a confiderable time from 

forfj^htg or e^ectttiifg any great projeâs» Aft foon as they 

found themfelves fu&iently powerful, they awied them- 

^iUvee of the fùbvetéon of the power qf the moguUto ufurp 

'%t» dômîAfoa of CorcHxiandel. 1 h€>f'4)trtaiaéd by conqueft» 

Xo^bf artfd ffegociafioas, a more 4xte&(ive territory than 

^ttt^-Siin^a» power bad ever pofliefied in Ind^rn* 

^ '' The BngH{h, more prudent, did not attempt to aggraiw 

'^fe' themfelves till they had deprived the French of their 

acquifitionsi and till no rival nation could- aô againft them* 

The certainty of hating none but the natives of the Country 

" to contend witli, determined them to attack Bengal. This 

'Waa the province of all India which afforded mad commddi« 

tie» Bt for the markets of Aûa and Europe, and vras likely 

to confume moil: of their- manu faâ:ure«: i^was alfothat 

which lûÈiét ôeet could moft effectually proted, as it katb 

the' advantage of a great river» They have fucceeded in their 

plan of conqueft, and oat ter thennelves they fhall long en* 

' joy the f«iit» of thifir viékory. 

Their fucceffes> and thofe of the French, have aftonifhcd 
all nations. It is eafy to conceive how foUtary and defence- 
lefs i/lands, that haVefSo conne^iion with their neighbours, 
n\ay have beten fubdtied.v But it is very aftonifhing, that 
'^^e or Û% hundred Europeans, (hould at this time have 
beatenf innumerable armies of gentiles and nrohamniedaiis, 
moft of them iicittcd in the art of wfir. Thefe ettraordL 
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nary (cenesy however» ought not to appear furprifing to any 
one who confidcri what has bappeoed before. 

The PoTtUG;uefe had no fooner appeeft^ed in the cafty than 
with a few (hips and a few foldiers they fubvertcd whole 
kkigdomt. The eilabh'ihmcnt of fome faelories» and the 
building of a fmall nnmber of fortdj was AifEcient-to enaUe 
themtO£ruih the powers of India. When' the Indians 
were no longer opprcffed by fhe firft conquerors, they were 
fo by thofe who expelled and fucceeded them. The hift» 
ery of fekefe deltghlful' regions wds no longer the hillory of 
the natives, b«t that of their tyrants. \ 

Bat what fingular men muft thefe have been, who nevïr 
could gather any improvement from experience and adver- 
fity; who fnrrendered them felves to their common enemy 
wkhoot making any refiilance) and who never acquired fkill 
enough from their continual defeats to repuHc a few adven- 
I'ltrm'S^ caft, a» it were, from the fea upoii their coatTs 1 It 
is a matter of doubt whether thefe men, alternately deceive 
«d aad fubdaedby thofe who attacked them, wene not of a 
diâierent fpeciee. To refolve this problem, We nef^d only 
trace the c^ee of this w^akrvefs m the' Indiafis 1 and otfr 
firil inquiry (hall turn upon that fyieifi of defpotifm v(riA 
whkb €hey are oppTefie4« 

There » no aation» whkh, m it becomes cîvîlîeed^ rfoe» 
not lofe féroethingof fti^rttie> eoUrage, and independences 
t«4 it is«vident/that the inhabitavtts of the fouth of AGa, 
having been ^^ coHeAed into focieties, itouft have been the 
earlieâ r^gKÂtA to deipotffm. Such has been the progrefe 
of aU ftâoctat^oRS from the begini^ing of the world. An« 
other truth, ei^ually evident from hiftory, is, that all arbi- 
trary ^owcr h&ltetis it^ own deftruftion ; and that* the re* 
Volutionft will reftore liberty,- fooner or later, as they are 
mere or left rapid; ladoilan îè perhaps' the only conntryt 
in which the inhabitants^ after having ottce loft their rights, 
. kave never been able to recover them. Tyrants have fre- 
quently been dcftroyed, but tyranny has always fupportcd 
itfelf-. . ' 

^ivil flavery has beeti added in India to political flavety. 
Ti>ç Iwîian is not mafter of his Oi)rn life; he knows of no 
law^at will' protect it from the ciaprice of the- tyrant", ^ 
the fufy of his -delegates. ' He is not inafter of bis oxvn un« 
defiS^andiag ; be is debarred from, all A indies that are bene- 
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ficxal to niankiirdt and onlx aUowed fuch as tesd to oiflave 
him. He is not mailer of bi» ,own fteU \ the land» aiMl 
dieîr produce belong to. the fovereign, aad the bbouR;er 
may bç. fatîsfied if he can earn enough to fubfift him&lf 
and family. He is not i|iafter,o£ hi» own induftry , e««ry art^ 
ifly ¥rho has had the mi^brtoae (o b€tray (ome abilitica» is ia 
danger of bdog doomed to ierve^ihc monaroh» hit deputies' 
or foniiç rich man» who has .pwrchafied a nght. to employ 
him ac pleafurc. He is not mafteir of bit owa weakh :' be 
buries his gold under grouad» to fecure «t.firMi the rapad^ 
on9 hand of power } and leares tt them al Ais deaâi» ab* 
fiordly imagining it will, he of fortice to- hiirl) in the B«xt 
world. No doubt .thiffahfoluite and t}uramûcal*^iitbo»îtJ)ry 
with i9Fhich'iJbe Indian is continually opprefle'd» miift'M)dttO^ 
bisTpint^ and sender hiro. incapable of ihofe/cfiivla'tkBt 
course requires. 

The chmate of IndofUn. is another impedttMiâ: to any^ 
generous <;xertion8. The indolence it infpires is^tn iwtiiu 
<able obftacic to great re^olatioas and vigorouaoppofitions,' 
fo conunon in the northern regions. The body and thé 
miod equally enervated» ^ave only the virtues ^pd nees-ofi 
flavery. Ta the £econdy or at fartheft in the tlord f^seifai^ 
tioa, Tartal'Sy. Turks» Perfians. and even. EiMPo^cant^* 
contraél' the âot]s£uè di^ipoihion of the Indians^ I'hefe iti* 
âûcnces of the ^climate might certainly be fubdued^by reltr 
gieu» or moral inilitotions ; but the Aiperilitîoai» of tbcf 
country' will not admit of fuch- exalted views. Thçy oewi^ 
br^rniife future rewards, to the generous pabriot who falls' in^ * 
lÂ country's caufe. While tbey. advife» and* foâMtimes' 
coa>inaBd mtcide, by^ repinçfenting in k\ fèrong light the al^ - 
luring profpeét of future happilieray thtky. at the fame tittio- 
ftnâly forbid the cfiuiiott of blood» 

This circnmôance is a necefiary conrequfnoc of the^doo^- 
tritK "of tràn^igration, whicK vbox^ inspire its fbllowers' 
whli cooftant ^nd usii verfal beneyolen ce. T hey - are in> coiir> 
tînoàl fear of itijuring their ncighjbours, thatis, allmeuiand' 
all animals. How can a man; reconcile htmfelf to the idea^«oft 
being^a foldier, when, he can fjiy^: perhaps the elephant or 
the horie 1 am going to deft roy may contain- the foul oi^tof ^ 
fat^Kiw-perhapa d^e enemy I^di^ill kill has foimerly been tho< 
chief of my family ? Thus, ïsi India, retiaidir tendes tcr^loeep' 
vm tkc^ifpirit of co«rardi<«i which tn:fu}tar>iram afefpotiân aad: 
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the nature of the climate ; the manners of the people con- 
tribute dill more to increafe it. 

In every country, love is the ruling pafiion ; but it is not 
equally ftrong in every climate. While norchem nations 
are moderate In their ddires, the foothern ones niduige in 
them with a degree of ardour fuperior to every reRraint. 
The policy of princes has fometimes turned this paffion to 
the advantage of fociety ; but the legiflators of India fecm 
to have principally intended to increafe the fatal inâuence 
of their ardent climate. The moguls, the laft conquefors 
of thofe régions, have proceeded ftiU further. Love is 
with them a fhameful and deftruâive excefs, confecrated by 
religion, by the laws, and by government. The military 
«conduébof the nations of Indoihin, whether pagran ormo' 
liammèdans, is confident with their diifolute manners. We 
fhall mention fome particulars taken from the writings of 
an Engliih officer remarkable for his military exploits in 
thofe parts. 

The foldiers make up the fmalleft part of the Indian 
camps. Every trooper is attended by his wife, his chil- 
dren and two fervants ; one to look after his horfe, and the. 
other to forage. The train of the officers and generals is 
proportionable to their vanity, their fortune, and theirrank. 
The fovereign himfelf, more intent upon making a parade 
of his magnificence than upon the neeeffities of war, when 
he takes the field, carries along with him his feraglio, bis 
elephants, his court, and almoft all the inhabitants of his 
capital. To provide for the wants, the fancieSf and the 
luxury of this ftrange multitude, a kind of towa muft of 
courfe be formed in the midft of the army, full of magazines 
and unnecefiary articles. The motions of » body fo ud- 
widdy and Co ill arranged cannot be but very flow. There 
is great confufion in their marches, and in all their opera- 
tions. However abilemious the Indians, and even the 
moguls, may- be, they often experience a want of jMrovi- 
fions ; and i^mine is ufually attended with contagious dif- 
tempers, and occafions a dreadful oriortality. 

Thefe diftempcrs, however, feldom deftroy any bot re- 
eruits* Though, in general, the inhabitants of Indoftan 
affeâ a ftrong paffion for military glory , yet they eng^age 
in war aar fddom as they csHii Thofe wht> have been To 
fuccefsful in battle :a8 to obtain fome marks of diftm^on» 
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are exciifed from fervîng for fome time ; and there are few 
that do not avail themfeWes of this privilege. The retreat 
of thefe veterans reducea the army to a contemptible body 
of foldiers, levied iu haRe in the feveral provinces of the 
empire, and who are uttedy unacquainted with difcipline. 

The nature of the provifions on which thefe troops fub- 
fifty and their manner of living» is entirely confident with 
this improper mode of raifing them. At night tliey eat a 
prodigious quantity of rice ; and after this meal they take 
ftroi^ opiates» which throw them into a deep fleep. Not* 
withftanding this pernicious cuftom» no guards are placed 
about their camp to prevent a furprife ; nor is it poffible to 
makca foldier rife early, even to execute any cnterprife that 
may require the greateft difpatcb. 

The military operations are regulated by birds of prey» 
of which there are always a great number in the army. , IÎ 
they be found heavy or languid» it is an unfavourable omen» 
and prevents the army from giving battle : if they be fierce 
and violent» the troops march out to .aâion» whatever 
reafons there may be for avoiding or deferring it. This 
fuperftition» as well as the obfervance of lucky and unlucky 
days* determines the fate of the be(k concerted defigns. 

No order is obferved in marching. Every foldier goes on 
aa he choofes» and^ocly follows the corps to which he be- 
longs. He is frequently feen carrying his provifions upon 
bis head» with the veflels for dreiSng them ; while his arms 
are can-ied by his wife» who is commonly followed by feTC* 
ral children. If a. foot foldier has any relations» or bufinefs 
to tranfaâ in the enemy's army» he is under, no apprehen- 
iion io going to it ; and retnms to join his colours without 
meeting with the lead oppofition. 

The aôion is not better conduced than the preparations 
ÎOV it. The cavalry» in which confifts the whole ftrength 
of an Indian army (for the infantry are holden in general 
cont4^mpt)» are ufeful enough in charging with the fword 
and fp^y but can never Hand the fire of cannon and muf- 
quctry. They are afraid of lofing their horfes» which are 
moftly Arabian» Perfiao» or Tartar» and in which their whole 
fortune cpnfifts. - The troops that compofe this cavalry are 
in SfCAt efteem» and well paid : they are fo fond of their 
hones» that fome^imes they will go into mouming upon 
lofing them. 



/ 
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The ladttftts 4«çad th^ enemy's attRbrv, asrmoch as they 
cooiide in their oWn ; though theiy ftetthel- kno^ how to 
tranfpon it, nor bovr to ttisHàt ufe of it. Their great guns, 
which are called by pompcmë naimes^ are generally of a very 
extraonimary fize» and ratheif prerent thaft srffift the gain- 
ing of » viâory. 

Thofe who are amhitiou» of being dtfttn^uilhed, intoxi- 
cate themfelrei ^b opioM) to which they afcribe the pro- 
perty of wamsinr the bloody and of animating them to the 
performance of heroic aâiont. In this tempotarv ftate of 
mtoxieàtiony they bear a greater nefemblance» in their drefv 
and impocedt ragit, to #omen aéluàted by a^^irit of eA- 
thnikfan» thin to ftie » of coti?age toA refbration. 

The prince who commands thefe defjpiicable troops is af- 
ways mounted on an elephant richly capaWfoned» where he 
ÎS at once the general and the ftandard of the whole artfiy» 
whofe eyes are fixed upon hinM, If he fhould iSy, or be 
ilain, the whole machine is deft^oyed ; the feveral corps 
dlfperfei or go over to the ertemy- 

This defcriptfon» ^ich we might hare enkrged ixpoa 
wit^m exaggeration» renders pf<%able the aeeount giv«Q 
of our focedies in Indoftan. Many Ein-o{5ean5y judging 
o^ what might be effeébed in the inland part^ by what has 
beeii done on the coeffts, imagrne we might faifely andertak^ 
the e6nqueft of the wtiole country. TTlis extfeihe confi* 
dence srifes from the following circumilance : that in places 
where the enemy coaid not hat^àfs their troops in^ the rear, 
lïor irttereept their faccours, they hate overcome timoroas 
weavers ajnd*metehfemtsv undifcipiined and cowâildly armiicâ, 
Weak princes jealous of each othet*, and perpetually at i^i* 
with their neighbours or their own fôbjedis; They A^ not 
confider, that, if they wanted* to penetrate into tlic interior 
parts, they would all perifti befbre' they had ptôeeeded half 
way up the country. The exccffive heat of the dimate, 
continual fatigue, numberlefs difcafett, want of pfovifion, 
and a variety of other c^vCes, would foon confidcMbly di- 
mintfh their numbers, even though they had nothing tos]^ 
prebend from thofe' troops that might moleft them^ 

We win fuppofe, however, that ten thoù&nd Europ^s 
foldiers had a<âudly'oVeT^>'nin' arid ravaged India ^fixMn one 
end to the other; what would be the confequenee? WonM 
thefe forces be fufElcient to fecure the conqueft, \a keep 
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every nation, every province, every diftriéi, in orcjcr ? And 
if this number be not fufficient, let it be calculated what 
number of troops would be necefiary for the purpofe. 

But let 08 admit that the conquerors had firmly eftahlifh* 
ed their government in India, they would ^ill reap very 
little advantage firom this circumilance. The revenues of 
Indoftan wouU be fpent in Indoftan itfelf. The European 
power, that had purfued this projedt of ufurpation, would 
have experienced nothing but a confiderable decreafe in its 
population, and the difgrace of having followed a viflonaiy 
lyÂem. 

This, indeed, is now an ufelefs queftion, fince the Euro- 
peans themfelves have made their fuccefs in Indodan more 
diffièult than ever. By engaging the natives to take a part 
in their mutual dîfTenûons, they have taught them the art 
of war, and trained them to arms and difcipline. This 
error in politics has opened the eyes of the fovereigns of 
thofe countries, whofe ambition has bee/i excited to eftabliHi 
regular troops. Their cavalry marches in bettef order ; 
and their infantry, which was always confidered in fo dcf- 
picable a light, has now acquired the firmnefs of our batta- 
lions. A numerous and well-managed artillery defends 
their camps and proteéls their attacks. The armies, com- 
pofed of better troops, and better paid, have been able to 
keep the field longer. 

This change which might have been forefeen, had the 
Europeans not been blinded by t(:mporary intereft, may in 
time become fo confiderable, as to raife unfurmountable ob» 
fliacles to the defire they have of extending their conqueft 
in Indoftan, and poffibly they may loofe thofe they have al- 
ready made. Whether this will be a misfortune or an ad- 
vantage, is what we fhall next take into confideration. 

When the Europeans 'firft began to trade in that wealthy 
region, they found it divided into a great many fmall ftates, 
fome of which were governed by princes of their own na- 
tion, and fome by Fatan kings. Their mutual hatred was 
the occafion of continual contefls. Befide the wars that 
were carried on between province and province, there was a 
perpetual one between every fovereign and his fubjeéis. It 
was fomented by the tax-gatherers, who, to ingratiate 
themfelves at court, always levied heavier taxes than had 
been laid on the people, ^hefe barbarians aggravated this 
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heavy bnrHen by the oppreifionf they ixiadc the înhabitanU 
fulFet. ' Their extortions were onty another method of fe- 
curing to themfeWes the pofts they enjoyed, in a country 
where he was always In the right who had the mofl: to give, 
[ From this anarchy, and thefê violent proceedings, it was 
imagined, that, to fettle a fate and permanent commerce, it 
was neceflary to fupport it by the Force of arms ; and t^ 
European faélories were accordingly fortified. In proceTs 
of time, jealoufy, which divides the European nations in 
India, as it does every where elfe, expofed them to more 
Gonfiderable cxpences* Each of thefe foreign nations 
thought it neceflary to augment their forces, left they 
Ihould be overpowered by their rivals. 

The dominion of the Europeans, however, extended no 
further than their own fortrefles. Goods were brought 
thither from the inland parts with little difficulty, or with 
fuch as was eafily overcome. Even after the conquefts of 
Kouli-Khan had plunged the north of Indoftan into con- 
fuiion, the coaft of Coromandel enjoy ed . its former tran- 
quillity. But the death of Nizam-al Muluc, fubah of the 
decan, kindled a flame which -is not yet extinguifhed. 

The difpofal of thefe immenfe fpoils naturally belonged 
to the court of Delhi ; but the wcaknefs of that court em- 
boldened the children of Nizam to difpute their father's 
treafure. To fupplant each other, they had recourte alter- 
nately to aVms, to treachery, to poifon, and to aflaflinations. 
Moft of the adventurers they engaged in their animofitiet 
and crimes perifhcd during thefe horrid tranfaftions. The 
Marattas alone, a nation who alternately Cded with both 
parties, and often had troops in each, leèmed as if they 
would avail thcmfelves of this anarchy, ar^d invade the fo- 
▼ereignty of tlie decan» The Europeans have pretended 
it was greatly their intereft to oppofe this deep but fccrct 
defign, and they allege the following reafons in their de- 
fence. 

The Marattas, (ay they, are thieves, both from educatiom 
and from their political principles. They have no regard 
to the law of nations, no notion of natural or civil right, 
^nd fpread defolation wherever they go. The moft popul- 
ous diftri£^s arc abandoned at the very report of their ap- 
Broach. In the countries they have fubdued, nothing is to 
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be feea but confufioni aad ail the manufaâurcs are de* 
ttroycd. 

The Europeans, who were moft powerful on the coaft of 
Coromandel» thought fuch neighbours would utterly de« 
ftroy their trade ; and they could never venture to fend 
money by their agents to buy goods in the inland countnes, 
as they would certainly be plundered by thefe bandittL^ 
The defire of preventing this evil, which mud ruin their 
fortunes, and deprive them of the benefit of their fettle- 
meats, fuggefted to their agents the idea of a new fyilem. 
It was aiïerted, that, in the prefent fituation of Indof- 
tan, it was impof&ble to keep up ufeful connedlions without 
a military eftablifhment ; that, at fo great a diilance from 
the mother-country, the ex pen ce could not poffibly be de-» 
frayed out of the mere profits of trade, \jrere'they ever fo 
great : that therefore it was abfolutely neccflary to procure 
lufficient pofFeilions to anfwer thefe great expences ; and 
confèquently, that the pofleffions muft be confiderablc. 

This argument, probably fuggefted to conceal infatiable 
avarice or boundlefs ambition, and which the pafiion for 
' conqucft may have occafioned to be confidered as a very 
I ftrong one, may perhaps be a mere illufion. A variety of 
I natural, moral, and political, reafons may be urged in oppo* 
1 fition to it. We fhall only infill upon one, which is found* 
I cd upon a faâ. From the Portuguefe, who firft attempted 
to aggrandize themfelves in .India, to the Englifh, who 
'; clofe the fatal lift of ufurpers, not one acquiiîtion, however: 
j important or trifling, except Bengal and the fpice iflands, 
bath ever paid the expence of taking and fupporting it. 
^: The more extenfive the poffeffions have been, the greater 
: has been the experice of maintaining them to the ambitious 
^ power that had, by whatever means, acqoired tjieni. 
à This is what will always happen. Every nation that ha» 
^i. obtained a large territory will be defirous of prefcrving it^ 
It wiU think there is no fafety but in fortified places, and 
^ win conftantly multiply them. This warlike appearance 
f will deter the hufbandman^and the artift; ,who will not cx- 
gi^ peft to enjoy tranquillity. The neighbouring princes will 
)f- grow jealous, and will juftly be afraid of fallifig a prey to a 
rf trading nation now become a conquering one. In confc»^ 
'^i quenct of this, they will be ddvifing^ means t6 ruin an op4 
[ prcflbr» whom they had admitted into their harbours, widb 
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SO Other view than to increafe thdr own treafures and 
power. If they find themfelves under a necefilty of enter* 
ing into a treaty» they will, at the inftant of figning, fecfet- 
ly vow the definition of their new ally. Falfehood will 
he the bafis of' all their agreements ; and the longer they 
have been forced to difiemble» the more time they will 

^have had to prepare the means deftined to deftroy their 
enemy. 

The jail apprehenfion of thefe perfidies will oblige the 
ufnrpers to be always upon their guard. If they arc to be 
defended by Europeans^ what a confumption of men for the 
mothepcountry 1 what an expence toraife them, to traaf- 
* port them into thefe countries, td maintain and recrnit 
them! If, from a principle of economy, they content them- 
felves with the Indian troops, what can be expeâed from a 
confufed and unprincipled multitude, whofe expeditions aU 
ways Regenerate mto robbery, and conftantly end in a 
ihameful and precipitate flight f Their principles, whether 
natural or moral, aré~ fo weakened, that even the defence of 
their gods and their own houfeholds could never infpire the 
boldeft among them with any thing beyond a fudden. and 
tranfient exertion of intrepidity. It is not probable that 
foreign interefts, ruinous to their country, fhould ever ani- 
mate men whofe minds are Amk in indolence and corrupt 
tion : is it not more probable that they will be ever ready 
to betray^ a caufe they abhor, and in which they £nd no 
immediate and lafting advantage ? 

To thefe inconveniencies will be added a fpirit of extor- 
tion and plunder, which even in the times of peace will 
nearly relemble the devaftations of war. The agents, in- 
truded with thofe remote concerns, will be defirous of mak- 
ing rapid fortunes. The flow and regular profits of trade 
they will not attend to, but will endeavour to promote 
{jpeedy revolutions in order to acquire great wealth. They 

♦ will ha»c occdione4 iftniimerable evils before they can be 
oofttrouled bv authority at the diflance of fix thoufand 
leagues. This authority will have no force againd: miÛions ; 
4Jr the peffons intruded with it will arrive too late to prê- 
tent the fall of aa edifice fupported on fo weak a founda- 
tion. 

• ' .This jref alt makes it neecllcfs tojnquire unto the nature of 
die poHtieal engagements the Europeans have entered iota 
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with the powers of India. If thefe great acquiiîtîons be 
prejudicial, the treaties 'made to procure them cannot be 
rational. If the merchants of Europe be wife, they will 
forego the rage of conqueft, and the flattering hopes of 
holding the balance of Alia. 

The court of Delhi will finally fink under the weight of 
inteftine divtfions, 'or fortune will raife up a prince capable 
of reftoring it. The government will remain feudal, or 
orice more become defpotic. The empire will be divided 
into many independent dates, or will be fubjeét only to one 
mafter. Either the Marattas or the moguls will become a 
ruling power ; but the Europeans (hould not be concerned 
in thefe revolutions ; whatever be the fate of Indoilan, the 
Indians will (iiU continue their manufaéiures, our merchaota 
witt purchafe them, and fell them again to us. 

It would be needlefs to allege, that the fpirit which has 
slw^ys prevailed in thofe countries has forced us to depart 
from their common rules of trade ; that we are in arms upOR 
the coafts ; thlit this pofition unavoidably obh'ges us to in- 
terfere with the affairs of our neighbours ; and that, if we 
avoid aU intercourfe with them, fuch a referve will certainly 
prove extremely detrimental to our interefts. Thefe fears 
*will appear groundlefs to feoiible men, who know that a 
-war in thofe diftant regions mufl be ftill more fatal to the 
Suropeans than to the natives ; and that the coofequcnoe. 
will be, that we mud either fubdue the whole, which is 
fcarcely pollible, or be for ever expelled from a country 
where it is our advantage to maintain our conneéiîons. 

The love of order and tranquillity would even make it 
defirable to extend thefe pacific views ; and, far from think- 
ing that grea{ pofFcfllons are necefTary, time will probably 
di fcover even the inutility of fortified pods. The Indiaos 
are naturally eentle and humane, though crufhed under the 
fcvere yoke ofdefpotifm. The nations who formerly traded 
with them, always commended them for their candour and 
Koneily. The Indians are now in a flate of confufioo» 
equally alarming to them and to us. Our ambition has 
carried difcord into all parts of their country, and our ra« 
pacioufnefs has infpired them with hatred, fear, and con- 
tempt for our continent ; they look upon us as conquerors» 
ufurperg and opprefibrs, fanguinary and avaricious neau 

N3 



294 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bool K 

This is the charaAcr we have acquired m the Eaft. Our 
examples have increafed the number of their national vices» 
at the fame time that we have taught them to be in guard 
againft ours. 

If in our tranfaéllons with the Indiains we had been guid- 
ed hy principles of probity ; if we had fhewn them, that 
mutual advantage is the baHs of commerce ; if we had en- 
couraged their cultivation and manufaélures, *by exchanges 
equally advantageous to both 5 we fhould infenfibly have 
gained their afFeélîons. If we had fortunately taken care 
to prefer ve their confidence in our dealings with them, wc 
might have removed their prejudices, and, perhaps, changed 
their form of government. We fhoold have fucceeded fo 
far as to have lived among them, and trained up civih'zed. 
nations around us, who would have protefted our fettle- 
ments for our mutual intereils* Every one of our efta» 
blifhments would have been to each nation in Europe aa 
their native country, where they would have found a furc 
protection. Our utuation in India is the confequence of 
our profligacy and of the fanguinary fyftems we have intro- 
duced there. The Indians imagine npthing is due to us, 
becaufe all our adlions have (hewn, that we did not think 
ourfelves under any tjes with refpeft to them. 

This ftate of perpetual contention is difpleafing to moft 
of the Afiatic nations, and they ardently wifh for a 
happier change. The diforder of our affairs muft have itt- 
fpircd us with the fame fentiments. If wc be all in the 
fanle difpofitions, and if one common intereft fhould really 
incline us to peace and harmony, thjc mofl effeâual way to 
attain this defirable end would perhaps be, that all the 
European nations, who trade to India, (hould agree among 
themfclves to preferve a neutraUty in thofe remote fcas, 
*which (hould never be interrupted by the difturbances that 
fo frequently happen on our own continent. If we could 
once confider ourfelves as members of one great common- 
wealth, we (hould not want thofe forces which make us 
odious abroad, and ruinous at home. But, as our prefent 
fpirit of difcord will not permit us to cxpeét that fuch a 
change can foon take place, it remains only that wc now 
confider, whether Europe ought ftill to carry on the com- 
merce of India by charter companies, or to makç it a free 
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Ip this queftîôn were to be decided Whether Europe 
upon general principles» it would be eafily ought to lay open 
anfwered. Ii we afk whether, In a date the trade to In* 
which allows any particular branch of dia. 
trade, every citizen has a right to partake 
of k ; the anfwer is fo plain as to leave no room /or dif- 
cuifion. It would be unnatural that fubjeâs^ who (hare 
alike the burden and public expence of civil fociety, fhoulj 
not be alike paitakers of the benefits arlfing from the 
compaél that unites them : they would have caufe to com* 
plain, that they fuftain all the inconveuîencles of fociety» 
and are depnved of the advantages they expe£ledio receive 
from it. 

On the other hand, political notions arc perfeftly recon- 
cilable with thefe ideas of juilice. It is well known .that 
freedom is the very foul of commerce, and that nothing elfe 
can bring it to perféélion. It is generally allowed that 
competition awakens induftry, and gives it all the vigour, 
it is capable of acquiring. Yet for upwards of a cen- 
tury^ the pradUce has conftantly been contradictory to thefe- 
principles. 

All the nations of Europe, that trade to India, carry on 
that commerce by exclufive companies ; and it muft be con- 
fefled, that this pradice is plaufible, becaufe it is hardly 
conceivable that great and enlightened nations ihould have 
been under a miftake for above an hundred years on fo im- 
portant a point, and that neither experience nor argument 
ihould have undeceived them. We muft conclude, there^ 
forcy that either the advocates for liberty have given too 
great a latitude to their principles, or that the favourers of 
excluûve privilege have too ftrenuoufly aiferted the necef- 
fity of fuch limitations ; poiliblyt both parties, from too 
great an attachment to their refpcâive opmions, have beeik 
deceived, and are equally diftant from the truth. 

Ever iince this famous queilion has been debated, it has 
always been, thought to be a very ample one ; it has always 
been^ fuppofed that an India company muft neceflàrjly be 
exclufive, and that ita^. exiftence was eilencia^lji coi^nedied 
with its privilege. Hence the advocate^ for a free tTa4c 
have aiferted that exclufive privileges were «odious ; and^ 
Iberçfore, that there 9Ught to, be no compaf^y. * Their op^ 
ponents have argued, on the contrary, that the nature of 
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thiags required a company ; and therefore that there muft 
be an exclufive charter. But if we can make it appear that 
the reafon» urged againft charters prove nothing agamft 
companies in general, and that the circumftances which 
may render it ncceflary to have an India company, do not 
fupply any argument m favour of a charter ; if we can dc- 
moftftrate that' the nature of thinga. requires, indeed, a 
powerful affociation, a company for the India trade ; but 
that the exclufive charter is conne<Eled only with parficuhu: 
caufes, infomuch that the company may exift without the 
charter ; we (hall then have traced the fource of the cona- 
mon error, and fouud out the folutidn of the (JifEiculty. 

Let us inquire what conftitiites the particular nature of 
commercial tranfadions. It is the climate, the produce, 
the diftance of places, the form of the government, the ge- 
nius' and manners of the people who are fubje£k to it, la 
the trade with India, the merchant muft undertake a voy- 
iage of iix thoufand leagues in fearch of the commodidet 
which the couatry fupplies : he muft arrive there at a cer- 
tain feafon, and wait till another for the proper winds to 
return home. Therefore every voyage takes up about two 
years, and the proprietors of the veffels muft wait this time 
for their Return». This is the firft and a very material cir- 






The nature of a government in which there is nekher 
fafety nor property will not permit the ,people to have any 
public marts, or to lay up any ftores» Liet us reprefent to 
ourfelves men who are deprefted and corrupted by defpot- 
ifm, workmen Who are unable to undertake any thing of 
themfelves ; and, on the other hand, nature more liberal in 
her gifts, than pow^r is rapacious, fupplying a Hothful 
people with food fufficient for their wants and their defires ; 
^nd we fhall wonder that any induftry fliould be found io 
India. And indeed it may be affirmed, that fcaree any 
«lanufadlure would be carried on there, if the workmen 
were not cnbouraged by ready money, or if the goods were 
not engaged for a year before they are vt^nted. One third 
'of the money is paid at the time the work is ordered, an- 
other when it is half done, and the remainder on delivery of 
the goods. Jrom this mode of payment there is a confi- 
derable differeifce made, both in price and in the quality of 
;the goods ; but from hence li^eyvife arifet a aeoeffity of 
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having one's ci^Ital out a year longer, that Is» three years 
ittftead of tivo. This is an alarming ctrcumftance for m 
private man, efpecially if we confider the largenefs of the 
capital that ia requifite for fuch undertakings. 

As the charges of navigation and the riiks are very great» 
they cannot be fupported without bringing home complete 
eargoes, that is» cargoes of a million or a million and a half 
of livres [from 4T)6661. I38.4d. to 6295001.3 at prime cpft 
in India. Where ftiall we find merchants» or even mea 
poifefied of a fufficient capital to enable them to advance 
liich a fum, to be reimburfed only at the end of three 
years ? Undoubtedly there are very few in Europe.; and 
among thofe who might have the power» fcarce any would 
have the will. If we con fuit experience» we (hall find that 
men of moderate fortunes only are the perfons who are in- - 
dined to run great rifks, in orc^er to make great profits. But . 
when once a man is ppiTeffed of an ample fortune» he is inclin- 
ed to enjoy it, and to enjoy it with fccurity. The defire of ' 
riches 4:annot indeed be fatisfied by the poffeffion of them» . 
which» on the contrary» frequently» increafes it ; but» at the 
fame time» the poâeffion of wealth furniHies various means • 
of gratifying that defire without cither trouble or danger. - 
This opens to our view the neceffitv of entering into affo- - 
ciations, where a number of men will not fcruple to be con- 
cerned» becaufe every, individual will venture but a fmall 
part of his fortune» and will rate the mcafure of his profita 
upon the united dock of the whole fociety. This necefOty 
w31 appear flill more evident» if we confider how the bufi- 
nefs of buying -and felling is managed in India» and what - 
pfl'ecautions it requires. . 

To make a previous agreement for a cargo» above fifty 
dififerent agents muil be employed» who are difperfed in dit- 
fercnt part's» at. the diflance of three, four, and ^"^t hun- 
dred leagues from each other* When the work is done^ * 
it mufl be examined and meafured j otherwife the goods 
would fbon be found faulty^ from the want of honefly in 
the workmen»' who are equally corrupted by the nature of 
their government» and by the influence of crimes of t^^rj 
kind which the Europeans have fet them the example of ' 
for thefc three centuries paft. . 

After all thefe details» there are dill other operations re- 
maiiiing equally aece&ry^ There mufl be whitfters. mcni 
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to beat the Hnens, packers, and bleaching'grouiidsy which' 
inuft be fuppljed with pools of water lit for the purpofc. 
It would certainly be very difficult for individuals to attend 
and to obferve all thefe precautions ; but even admitting it 
po(l^le for I'ndudry to efie£l this^ yet it could only be done 
as long as each of then) could keep up a continued trade, 
and regularly (hip off frefh cargoes. All thefe particulars 
are not to be executed in a (hort time, and not without 
^ftablifhed connexions. Every private man, therefore, 
Çiould be able to fit out a fhip annually during three years, 
that is, to difburfe four millions of livres [^i66,6661. 13s; 
^d.^ This is evidently impoifible *, and it is plain that fuch 
an undertaking can osly be carried into execution by a 
wciety. 

But, perhaps, fome commercial houfes wQl be^eftablKhed 
Ml India, on purpofé to tranfaéi this previous bufioefs, and 
to keep cargoes in readinefs for the fhips that are to be fent 
off to Europe. 

This edabliihment of trading houfes at fix thoufand 
leagues from the mother-country, with the immenfe ftock 
that would be requiûte to pay the weavers in advance, 
feems to be a vifionary fcheme, inconfiftent with reafon 
9nd experience. Can it be ferioufly imagined that any 
merchants, who have already acquired a fortune in Europe» 
'win tranfmit it to Afia to purchafe a flock of muflins, in 
'cxpcAation of (hips that, perhaps, may never arrive, or, if 
they (hould, may be but few in ntimber, and xnay not have 
a fufBcient capital to purchafe with ? On the contrary, wc 
'feie that every European, who has n^ade a fmall fortune in 
India, is de'firous of returning home ; and, inftead of en- 
deavouring to increafe it by thofe eafy methods that private 
trade and the ferviçe of the companies offers in that coun« 
^ tty, he is tather anxious to come and enjoy it with tran* 
quillity in his own. 

If other proofs and exanftples were neceflary, wc need 

' tsiej attend to what paffes in America. If we could 

iupppfe that commerce, and the hopes of the profita anûng 

*from itj. Were capable* of alluring rich Europeans to quit 

their native country, it would <iertainly be in order to fettle 

in that part of the world which is much nearer ^faan Afia, 

"^înid^efe they would 'fiftd the fatne hwa and manners as in 

'^•^Kurope.* It might nat^r^ly be fojppofed thiit tb< -naer- 



>^ 



Bçoi r. IN JHE EAST AND WEST 1KDJE8* igg 

tbaats ihould prevtouflj buy up the fugars of tbeplantere, 
and keep them in readmefs to he delivered to the European 
fhîps as foon as they arrive, on receiving other commodities 
in exchange, which they would afterwards fell to the plant- 
ers when they wanted them. But it is quite the contmy.' 
The merchants fettled in America are nothing more than 
commifTaries or faAorsi who tranfaâ the exchanges between 
the planters and the Europeans ; and are fo far from being 
able to carry on any confiderable trade on their own ac- 
count, that, when a fbip has not met with an opportunity of 
difpodng of her lading, it is left in truil, on the account of 
the owner, in the hands of the commiffary to whom it wa$ 
eonûgned. It is reafonable, therefore, to conclude*, thai 
what is notprafUfed in America would ftill be lefs fo ill 
Aiia, where a- larger ftnck would be wanted, and greater 
difficulties mud be encountered. Add to this, that the 
fuppofed edablifhns^ent of commercial houfes in India would 
not fnperfede the necefiity of fonning companies ia Europe; . 
becaufe it. would be equally necefiary to difburfe twelve or 
fifteen hundred thouland hvres [from 50,oool. to 62,5CX)1.7: 
for the fitting out of every (hip, which could never retun» - 
into the flock till the third year at fooiiefi. . 

This neceffity being once proved in every jproSble cafe^ 
it is naoifeil that the trade of India is of {uch a nature^ 
that very few merchants, if any, can undertake it upoil • 
their own capital,. or carry it. on by themfelves, aad without 
the help. of a. great number of partners^ Having demon^- 
Arated the necefiity of thefe focieties, we muft now endea- 
,vour to prove, that their interefi, and the nature of thingt» . 
would incline. them' to > unite in. one and the fame com^ 
pany* 

This propofition dépends upon two principal reafons : 
the danger of competition iii (he pur<;;haies and fales, and 
the necefllty of afiortments. 

The competition. of buyers and fellers reduces the coin^ 

niodities to their juft value. When, the ^competition of 

. fellers,,. is greater than that of buyers, the^oods iell for 

- left tbaa they are worth ^and when there, are, xtio^ buyers 

than feljersy , their price is .ra^fçd b^yoiid th^ir ordmary va» • 

lue* J^ us, apply thisvto the ladia trade., . . - 

When we fuppoXe that t^, tr^de will extend in propor« • 
tm4o>the Ruiàbcr'9(' private JlMp^feiittherej we arc note 

N &. 



^O HISTOIIT OF 8ETTLBM£NTS,A)«I> TRADE £ook r. 

aware that thU multiplicity ivill only incrcafe the competl- 
tion on the fide of the buyers f whereas k is not in our 
power to increafe it on the fide of the fellers. It is juft 
the fame as if we were to advife a number of traders to bid 
over one another, in order to obtain their goods at a cheap» 
cr rate. 

The Indians fcarce make any confumption of the pro- 
duce either of oar lands or manufa^ures. They/ have few 
wants, little ambition» and no great fhare of induftry.. They 
Ifvould readily difpenfe with the gold and filver of Ameri- 
ca, which is fo far from procuring them any enjoyooeatCy 
that it only ferves to fupport the tyranny under which they 
are oppreifed. Thus, as all objeâs of exchange have no 
value but in propoition to the wants or the fancy of the 
exchangers, it is evident that in India our commodities are 
worth very little, while thofe we buy there are of ffrcat va* 
}ue. As long as no Indian {hips come into our harhoors 
to carry away our ftufFs and our metals, we may venture to 
affirm, that tliofe people are iu no want of us» and will con* 
fc(^uent]y make their own terms in all their dealings with us*. 
Hence it follows, that the. greater number there are of 
European merchants who are concerned in this trade, the 
^ore the produce of India will rife» and our own fink» ia 
value ; and that at hSi it will be only by immenfe exporta 
|hat we (hall be able to procure any Indian goods. But 'd^ in 
confequence of this order of thtngs, each particular {bdcty 
\^ obhged to export more money» without bringing hoooe 
xnore goods, its trade mufl be very diiadvanti^eous» and the 
Saokt competition that began its ruin i& Afia wiU complete 
it in Europe: becaufe the number of fellers. bdng then 
greater» while that of buyers ilill continues the fame» the 
Societies will be obliged to fell at a lower pricey after haT- 
ing bought at an advanced one. 

The article of afibrtments is not of lels confequence* By 
aBbrtments is meant the combination of all the feveral fiorts 
of comnK>ditie& that the different parts of India produce \ 
a çonibinaiion which is proportioned to the prefent pkntj 
or fcarcity of each kind of commodity in £u«ope. C^ 
thjs chi^fiy depends the fuccefs and all the profits of the 
trade. But nothing would be more diffic4^ ia the praâice 
£E>r private focieties than this a;fibrta(ieat* How, iadeed» 
jQ)(f ^4 thefe. iinall Ibcictiesi uoconncÀcd yàtk eacb «fiber. 
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whofe iatereft it » to conceal their mutual tranfaâîonBy ac* 
quire the knowledge that is requifite for this important pur- 
pofe ? How could they direâ luch a multitude of agents as 
muft be employed ? It is plain that the fupercargoes and 
commifj^iîes» incapable of general Yiewa, would be dl aiking 
for. the fame fort (a* gogds at the fame time» in hopes of mak« 
ing a greater profit. This would of courfe enhance the pnc€ 
of that article in India, and lower it in Europe» to the 
great detriment of the owners, and of the nation in general. 
AU thefe confiderations would certainly be perceived by 
the captains of (hips and by the men of property, who 
would be fohcited to «nter into thefe focieties. They 
would be difcouraged by the fear of haying a competition 
with other focieties, either in the purchale, the fale, or 
the making up of the affortments. The number of thefe 
fecieties would foon be reduced ; and trade, inftead of 
cxteoding, would conftantly decline, and at lafi be entirely 

It would, therefore, be for the intereft of thefe private 
focieneg, as we have before obferved, to unite together; 
bccattfe then aM their agents, both on the coafts of Coro- 
mandel, and on that of Malabar and in Bengal, being 
•united and dîreâed by one conûftent fyftem, would jointly 
labour in the feveral faâories to collect proper aiTortments 
for the cargoes that were to be fent away from the chief 
laâory, ib» that the whole (hould make a complete aflbrt- 
ment wiien brought home, being colleéked upon an uniform 
plan, wad prc^ortioned according to the orders and inftruo- 
cions fcBt from Europe. 

But it would be in vain to expe6i that any fudi union 
eottld take place withèut the affiftance of government. In 
foiDC cafes men require to be encouraged ; and it is chiefly,^ 
as in the prefent inllance, when they are afraid of being 
deftied that protéékioA which they ftand in ifeed of, or ap- 
prehenfive that favours f»ay be granted to others which 
may be injurious to them. Government would find it their 
iiiteiaeft to encourage this afibciatio», as it is certainly thé 
fured, if not the only, way to procure, at the mod reafod- 
Mt pnceSf the India goods that are wanted for home cpn- 
ianuptioBv and fsr exportation. This truth will appeair' 
wore iSirikmg from a very ample indance. 

Lctvsitippofc a merchaoC) who freights a ihip for ladis' 
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wkh a confidcrable ftock. Will he commlffîon feverai 
agenu at the fame place to buy the goods he wants \ Thia 
cannot reafonably be fuppofed ; becaufe he will be feulibic, 
that, each of them endeavouring to execute his orders with 
as much fecrecy as poifible, they would necefTarily injure 
one another, and itiufl confequently enhance the price of 
the goods ; fo that he would have a le(s quantity of the 
commodity for the fame fum, than if he had employed but 
one agent. The application is eafy ; government is . the 
merchant, and the company is the agent. 

We have liow proved only that in the India trade> the 
nature of things requires that the fubjeéis of one countrr 
ihould unite into one company, hoth for their own intere& 
and for that of the ilate ; but nothing has yet appeared,, 
from whence it can be inferred that this company muâ: be 
ao excluûve one. We imagine, on the contrary, that thc- 
fxcluiive privilege always granted to thefe companies dc'» 
pends on particular caules, wliich have no eflential connec» 
tion with this trade. 

, . When the feveral nations in Europe began to 6nd that- 
it was their intereil to take a part in the trade of India, 
which individuals refufed to do, though none were excluded^, 
from it, they found themfelves under the necefilty of focm«> 
log companies, and giving thenv every encouragement that 
fo difficult an undertaking required. Capitals were advan- 
ced to them ; they were mvefted with all the attributes of 
fovereign power; permitted to fend ambairador&;.and em* 
|y>vKered to make peace and war ; a fatal privilege, which», 
unfortunately for them and for mankind, they have too 
often exercifed. It was found neceffary at the- fame time 
Xo fecure to them the means of indemnifying themfelves 
/or the expences of ièttlements, which muft be very conâ- 
derable. This gave rife to exclufive privileges, which at 
iirft were granted for a term of years ; and afterwards . 
made perpetual^ from circumftances which we ihall now 
explain. 

The brilliant prerogatives granted to the companies, were, 
in faâ, . fo many impediments to trade. The right of hav- 
ing fortrefles, implied the necefiity of building and defend*- 
ing them ; . that of having troops implied the obligation of 
paying and recruijing them. It was the fame with regar4* 
^the.^iermiflion oL fending ami^iiadoriK and C(wcMi%I 
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treaties with the Tndian princes. All thefe pririkge» were' 
attended with expcnces merely of parade, fit oiily to 
check the progrefs of trade, and to intoxicate the agentff. 
and fa£kor8 fent by the companies into Indta, who oa 
their arrival fancied themfelves fovereigns, and aékcd ac^ 
cordingly. 

Nations, however, found it very convenient to have Tone 
kind of fettlements in Aiîa, which apparently were atteodi» 
ed with no coil ;, and as it was reafonable, while the com*, 
panies bore all the cxpences, that $11' the profits (houki be 
fecured to them, the privileges have been continued. Bat 
if the feveral nations, inftead of attending only to this pre- 
tended economy, which could be but temporary, had ex« 
tended their views to futurity, and conneâediall the events 
which muft naturally be broaght about in the conrfe of a 
number of years ; they muft have forefeen that the expen» 
ces of fovereignty, which can never be afcertained, becaufc 
they depend upon numberlefs political contingencies, would 
in time abforb both the profits and the ftock of a trading 
company ; that then the public treafury mud be cxhaufted^ 
CD affift the chartered company ; and that this afllftance» 
being granted too late, could only remedy the mifchiefs 
that had already happened, without removing the caufe of 
them ; fo that the companies would never life to amy de- 
gree of importance. 

But why (hould not ftates at length be undeceived ? Why 
ihould they not take upon themfelves a charge which pro- 
bably belongs to th«m, and the burden of which, after, 
having crfiihed the companies, muft finally fall upon them ? 
There would then be no further need of an excluûve privi- 
lege. The companies which fol^ft at prefent, and are of 
great importance on account * of their old connexions and 
eiiabli(hed credit, would be fupported with the greateft 
care. The appearance of monopoly would vanifh for ever ; 
and their freedom might enable them to purfue fome new 
track, which they could not think of while they were ttt» 
cumbered with the charges annexed to the charter» On 
^e other hand, commerce, being open to all the membem. 
of the community, would profper and âouri/h by their in- 
duft^y, new difcovenes would be attempted, and new eih> 
terprtfes formed. The trade, from one part of India to 
HQother, having the certainty of a market in Europe .wèi^ 
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become cooliderable and exteofive. The companies» atten* 
tive to thefe improvenaents/ would regulate their dealings 
hf the fiiccefs of private trade \ and this eœulatioD, which 
would not be injurious to any indtvidQal, would be benefi- 
cial to the lèverai ftates. 

We apprehend this fyflem would tend to reconcile all 
iotereftsy and would be confident with all principles. It 
feems to be liable to no reafonable objeélion, either on the 
part of the advocates for the exclusive charter» or of thofe 
who contend for a free trade. 

If the former fhould afiet^t, that the companies» without 
the exclufive charter, would have but a precarious extftence»v 
and would foon be ruined by private traders ; I Qiould an- 
fwer them» that they were not fincere, when they affirmed 
that private trade could never fucceed. For» if it could 
poifibly occafion the ruin of that of the companies, as they 
now pretend, it can only cfFeél this by engroffîng every 
branch of their trade againft their will» by a fuperiority of 
powers, and by the afcendant of liberty. Befides, what is 
It that really conftttutes our companies ? It is their flock*, 
thetr (hips, their faéiories, or their exclufive charter. What 
is it that has always ruined them \ Extravagant expences, 
abofes of every kind» vifionary undertakings ; in a word» 
bad adnûniftration, far .more deftruâive than competition. 
But if the diftribution of their powers be made with pru- 
dence and economy, if the fpirit of property direél their 
operations, diete is no obAacle wiitch they cannot furmoont» , 
no fiKcels which they may not expeâ* 

B«it would not this fuccefs give umbrage to the advocates 
for freedom ? Would they not in their turn ui^e, that thofe • 
rich and powerful compaaies would alarm private men, aiid> 
in fome meafure deftroy that general and ablblote freedom^ 
which \& fo neceifary to trade r 

We fhould not be furprifed at this objèâtoo from them ; 
for men, both in their aélions and opinions, aie more com— 
monly guided by fyftem than by faàs. ^I do not except 
from this error the greateft part of our writers upon reve- - 
nae. Commercial and civil liberty are the two tutelar 
deities of mankind, which we all reverence as well as they. . 
But, that we may not be influenced by mere words» let ns 
attend to the idea they are meant to convey. Let us a(k . 
tMfe edM^ufiafts for liberty^ what! they would wifh % whc« ^ 
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tber thcf would have the laws entirely abolifli thofe an- 
ci^t companies, that every citizen might freely partake of 
this trade,, and fhould equally have the fame means of pro* 
curing the enjoyments of life, and the fame refources tp 
raife a fortune ? But if fuch laws, with all their appearance 
pf liberty, are in faék totally cxcluûve, let us not be induced 
by this falfe reafoning to adopt them. When the ftate 
aUows all its members to carry on a trade that requires 9 
large ftock» and which confequently very few are able to 
undertake J I would afk, what advantage arifes to the 
people in general from this regulation ? It feems; as if one 
meant to laugh at their credulity, in permitting them to 
undertake what they cannot execute. If the companies 
fhould be totally fupprefîèd, there will be no India trade, 
or It will be only carried «n by a few capital merchants. 

I will go further ftill, and, waving the confideration of 
the excluûve charter» venture jbo af&rm that the India com- 
panies^ from the nature of their formation, have given op* , 
portunities to feveral people to become (harers in their 
trade, who would otherwife never have been concerned in 
it. Let US' take a review of the number of perfons, in all 
fiations, and of all ages, that are proprietors, and partake 
çf the profits of the trade, and it muit be owned» that it 
would have been far more circumicribed if it had been in 
private hands ; that the formation of companies has only 
diffufed while it feemed to reftrain it ; and that the mode- 
rate price of the (hares muft be a powerful motive to the 
people, to wi(h for the prefervation of an eftablifhment, 
which opens to them a track from which they would for 
ever have been excluded by a free trade. 

We beh'eve, indeed, that both cpmpanies andprivate men 
might equally fucceed without injuring one another, or 
creating anv mutual jealoufies. The companies might ftill 
purfue thofe great objeé^s, which, by their nature and ex- 
tent, can only be managed by a wealthy «nd powerful aiTo- 
ciation. private men, on the contrary, would confine 
themfelves to fuch obje6ls as are fcarcdy attended ta by a 
great company, but might, by proper ecof\omy, and the 
combination of many fmall fortunes» becoaiie a fqorce of 
riches to them. 

;. , Statefmen» who by their talent s>are called to the dire6iioa 
jG^ public affairs> miiit det$rm.iiD£ thispoiatf aoé^Ciify thp 
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ideas of an obfcure citizen, who may have been mîfled by 
his want of experience. The fyilem of politics cannot too 
foon nor too deeply be applied to regulate a trade which fo 
eflentially concerns the fate of nations, and will probably 
always be an objedl of the greateft importance. 

To put an end to all intercourfe between Europe and 
India, that luxury, which has made fuch rapid progrefs in 
our part of the world, fhould be banifhed from every date. 
Our effeminacy fhould not create a thoufand wants un- 
known to our forefathers. The rivalfhip of trade fhould 
no longer agitate the fevcral nations who vie with each 
other m amaflîng riches. Such a revolution fhould take 
place in the manners, cuftoms, and opinions of men, as is 
never likely to happen. Our aâions fhould be regulated 
according to the principles of nature» which we feem to 
have abandoned for ever. 

Such are the laft refledlions fuggçfted to us with refpeâ to 
the conneétions of Europe vvith Afia : let us now turn our 
thoughts to America. 
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BI8C0TERY OF AMKRICA« C0N<^fiST OF MEXICO ; AND 
£ETT|«BMENTS OF THE ^FANlA&DS IN THAT PAKT OP 
THE MBW WORLD. 



Paralîel of an» • A NCIENT hiftory prefents a mâgoî- 
cûnt and modem -^^ ficent fcene to our view. The fuc- 
hifiory» ceffive reprefentation of great revolutions, 

heroic manners, and extraordinary evcntSj^ 
will become more and more interéiUng, the more unconh 
mon it is to meet with incidents that bear any refcmblancc 
to them. I'he period of founding and of fubverting em« 
|)irei ig pafl» The . man before whogk ** the world was 
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the difcovery of an idand^ the îtnpprtatîon of a new com* 
modity, the invention of fomc ufeful machine, the conilnic'^ 
tîon of a port, the eftablifhment of a fadlory, the carrying 
off a branch of trade from a rival nation, will all become 
tranfaélions of the utmoft importance ; and the annals of 
itations muft hereafter be ' written by commercial philofo* 
phers, as they were formerly by hiilorical orators. 

The difcovery of a new world was alone fufficient to 
furnifh matter for our curiofity. A vaft continent, entirely 
uncultivated, human nature reduced to the mere animal 
ftate, fields without harvefts, treafures without proprietors, 
focieties without policy, and men without manners, what 
an întereftinç^ and inftruftive fpedtacle would theft have 
formed for a jLocke, a Buffon, or a Montefquieu ! What 
could have been fo aftonifhing, fo aifeâing, as an account 
of their voyage ! But the image of rude unpolifhed nature 
is already disfigured. We (hall endeavour to coUeét the 
features of it, though now half effaced, as foon as we have 
defcribed, and delivered up to the execration of pofterity» 
thofe rapacious and cruel chriftians, whom chance unfor* 
tunately condudted to this other hemifphere* 

Ancient revohi» Spain, which was known in the earlteft 
ttons of Spain* ages under- the names of Hefperia and 

Iberia, Wâ« inhabited by people, who, de* 
fended on one fide by the fea, and on the other by the 
Pyrepees, enjoyed in peace an agreeable climate and a fruit- 
ful country, and who governed themfelves according to 
their own cuftonis» The fouthern part of this nation had 
in fomc degree emerged from its itate of barbarifm, by 
fome trifling connetElions it had formed with foreigners j 
but the inhabitants on the coafls of the ocean refembled all 
thofe nations which know no other occupation but that of 
the chafe. They were fo much attached to this kind of 
life, that they left the toils of agriculture to then* wives j 
the fatigues of which they had encouraged them to fup 
port by eftablilhing general affemblies annually, in which 
thofe women, who had moft diftinguifhed themfelves in the 
labours of agriculture, received public applaufe. 

Here we have an inftance of the weaker fex being em- 
ployed in the moil laborious occupations of life, either 
lavage or civilized 5 the young girl, holding io her ddicaje 
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hands the înflruments of hufbandij; and her mother, perhaps 
with child of a fécond or third innint, bending her body over 
the plough, and tlirufting the plough-fhare or the fpade into 
. the bofom of the earth during the moil exceffive heats. If 
I am not deceived, this phenomenon will appear to a man^ 
vàio reâeâs, one of the moil aftonifhing that occurs in the 
ilngular annals of our fpecies. It would be difficult to find 
a more itriking example of what refpeét for national 
cuiloms can éfieâ ; for there is lefs heroifm in expofing 
oi\c*8 life, than devoting it to confiant fatigue. But if fuch 
be the power of men colle^ed together over the minds of 
women, how much greater would that of women, in a col- 
lc£live body, be over the hearts of men ? 

Such was the fituatton of Spain, when the Carthaginians 
turned their rapacious views upon a country filled with 
riches, which were unknown to its inhabitants. Thefe 
merchants, whofe (hips covered the Mediterranean, intro- 
duced themfclves as friends, who came to barter feveral 
articles of convenience againil metals that were thought to 
be ufclefs. The temptations of a trade fo advantageous inap« 
pearance, feduced the Spaniards fo powerfully, that they per- 
mitted thefe republicans to build upon their coafts houfes for 
their occafional refidcnce, magazines for the fecurity of their 
merchandize, and temples for the exercife of their religion. 
Thefe eftabh'fhments infenfibly became fortified places, of 
which this power, whofe policy was fuperior to its military 
(kill, availed itfelf to enflave a credulous people, who were 
always divided among themfelvcs, and always irreconcilable 
in their enmities. By bribing fome, and intimiduing 
others, Carthage fucceeded in fubduing Spain, and even et- 
feftcd this with Spanifh foldiers and Spanifli wealth. 

When the Carthaginians were become matters of the 
moft cxtenfive and moft valuable part of this fine country, 
they feemed either to be ignorant of the means of eftablifh- 
ing their dominion there, or to negle6l them. Infiead of 
continuing to appropriate to themlelves the gold and filver, 
with which the conquered nations were abundantly fupplied 
from their mines, by exchanging commodities of little value 
for thofe metals, they chofe to feize them by force. Nor 
was this fpirit of tyranny confined to the body of the re- 
pubh'c; it alfo influenced the generals, the officers, thç 
private men, and even the merchants. The violence oi. 



310 HISTORT OF SETTLBMËKTS AND TRADE Book Vî. 

thefe proceedings threw the conquered provinces into a 
iftate of defpair, and excited in thofe which were yet free 
an extreme averfion for fo intolerable a yoke. In this fitu- 
ation they all of them refolved to accept of affiftance, as 
fatal to them as their misfortunes were opprcffive. Spain 
became a theatre of jealoufy, ambition, and hatred, be< 
twcen Rome and Carthage. 

The two commonwealths contended with great obftinacy 
for the empire of this beautiful part of Europe ; and, per- 
haps» it would finally have belonged to neither of them, if 
the Spaniards had continued quiet fpe^ators of the conteft, 
and left the rival nations time to deftroy each other. But 
they chofe to become adlors in the bloody fcene, and thuj 
reduced themfelves to be Haves to the Romans ; in whicli 
ftate they remained till the fifth century. 

In a fhort time the degeneracy of thofe luafters of the 
world, infpired the favage nations of the north with the en- 
terprifing idea of invading the provinces that were ill go- 
verned and ill defended. Thé Suevi, the Alani, the Van- 
dals, and the Goths, puffed the Pyrenean mountains. Thefe 
barbarians, being robbers by profeffion, were incapable of 
becoming citizens, and made war upon each other. The 
Goths, fuperior in abilities or good fortune, fubdued the 
reil, and reduced all the kingdoms of Spain into one ; 
which, not with (landing the defe£ls in its conftitution, and 
the unbounded extortions of the Jews, who were the only 
merchants, fupportcd itfelf till the commencement of the 
eighth century. 

At this period, the Moors, who had fubdued Africa with 
that impetuofity which was the character iftic of all their 
enterprifes, croHcd the fea. They found in Spain a king 
dcftitute of virtue and abilities; a multitude of courtiers, 
and no fiatcfmen ; foldiers devoid of courage, and generals 
without experience ; an effeminate people, holding the go- 
vernment in contempt, and difpofed to change their mailer; 
and they alfo found rebels, who joined them for the fake <A 
plundering, burning, and maffacring all that oppofed them. 
In lefs than three years, the fovereignty of the Chriftianf 
was deftroyed, and that of the infidels euabUfhed upon afe» 
ltd foundation. 

Spain was indebted to its conquerors for the firft princi- 
ples of taftc; huniânity, politenefs^ and philofophy ; as aUô 
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£)r introducing.ûito the couDtry feyeral artSy and a conikkr* 
able trade. Thefe brUlîant brofpeâs were uot of long du« 
ration. They were foon dlmpated bv the numberlefs fe£ia 
that arofe among the conquerors, ana the Irreparable fault 
they committed in eftablinilng di(Un6i fovereigns in all the 
principal towns of their dominions. 

During this time, the Goths, who, to fcreen themfelves 
ffom the power of the mohammedans, had fought an afy- 
lum in the extremity of the Afturias, were labouring under 
the yoke^of anarchy, plunged in a barbarcms ftate of \f^* 
Doorance, opprefled by their fanatical priefts, languiihing 
under inexpreffîble poverty, and perpetually haraffed by ci- 
V3 wars. Under the influence of thefe calamities, far from 
thinking to avail themfelves of the diviflpns fublifling 
among their enemies, they were fufhdently happy in being 
foTgotteo, or in not being known by them. But as foon 
as the crown, which was originally eleâive, became here- 
ditary in the tenth century ; as foon as the nobility and 
biihops became incapable of difturbing the date ; and that 
the people, raifed from flavery, were admitted to a fhare of 
the government ; the national fpirft began to revive. The 
Arabians, attacked on every fide, were fucceffivcly ft ripped 
of their conquefts ; and at the end of the fifteenth century 
they had but one little kingdom remaining. 

Their fall would have been more rapid, had they engag- 
ed with a power that could have united, in one common 
centre, the conqaiefts it gained over them. But the revo- 
lution was not affeded in this manner. The mohamme- 
dans were attacked by different chiefs, each of which was 
at the head of a diflinél (late. Spain was divided into as 
many kingdoms as it contained provinces: and it was not 
till ^ter a long time, fcveral fuccefCons, wars, and revolu- 
tion&9 ^bat thefe fmall ftates were at la(l united in the two 
monarchies of Caftile and Arragon. At length, the mar- 
riage àî Kabella with Ferdinand having happUy joined all 
the crowns of Spain into one family, they found themfelves 
equal to the enterprife of attacking, the kingdom of Gra- 
nada. 

This date, i;^hich fcarcely occupied one eighth part of the 
peninfula of Spain, \aA always been in a flourifhing condi- 
tion from the time of the invafion of the Saracens ; but its 
profperity had increafcd in proportion at the fuccefles of Uxc. 
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chriftlans had Induced a greater number of infidels td take 
refu^ there. It confided of three mlllioRS of inhabitants. 
Throughout the reft of Europe there were no lands fo veil 
•cultivated; manufactures fo numerous and jmproved ; fo 
regular and fo extenfive a navigation. The pubL'c revenues 
amounted to (even qiulions of livres \%^ifi6SL 138. 4^.] 
a prodigious fum , at a time when gold and filver were very 
fcarce. 

Thefe feveral advantages, far from deterring the mon- 
archs of Caftîle and Arra^on from invading Granada, were 
the motives that principally urged them to the enteiprife. 
They were obliged to carry on a ten years, bloody war, in 
order to fubdu^ this flouriflimg province. The conqoeft of 
it was completed by the furrender of the capital in the be- 
ginning of January 1 49 2* 

Columbus forms It was in thefe glorious circumftaice% 
the defign of dif- that Chriftophcr Columbus, a man of ob- 
covering Idme^ fcure birth, whofe knowledge of aftrono- 
rica* my and navigation was far fuperior to that 

of his cotemporaries, propofed to the 
Spaniards, who were happy at home, to aggrandize tbem- 
felves abroad. Fie was led by a fecret impulfe to imagifij^ 
that another continent certainly ^cxified, and that he was 
the perfon deftined to difcover it. The idea of anti- 
podes, which fuperftition had condemned as heretical and 
impious, and reafon itfelf had treated as chimerical, appear- 
ed to this penetrating genius to have its foundation in 
truth. This idea, perhaps the greateft that ever entered 
into the human mind, took ftrong pofTefHon of his imagin- 
ation J and, having in vain propofed the acquLfition of a 
new hemifphere to his native country Gpnoa, to JPortugal, 
where hé then refided, and even to England, which he 
might have exped^ed would readily have concurred in anj 
maritime enterprife, he at lîjift communicated his views ana 
his proeâis to Ifabella. 

The minifters of this princefs, who looked upon the 
fcheme of difcovering à new world as the offspnng of s 
diftempered brain, treated the author of it lor fome time 
with Ihofe airs of cbntemptiious infolence which men in 
office often' put on with Ihofe who have nothing butgeniiu 
to recommend them. But Cotumbus was not to be ducDor- 
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wgtA by any difficulties ; he pofleffed, as all men do who 
engage in extraordinary enterprifes, a degree of enthnfiafm, 
which renders them fuperior to the cavils of the ignorant^ 
the contempt of the proud, the mean arts of the covetous, 
aifd the delays of the indolent. At length, by perfcTcr* 
smce, fpirit, and courage, joined to the arts of prudence 
and management, he furmounted every obilaclc. Having 
obtained three fmall veflels, and ninety men» he fet fail on 
the third of Auguft 1492, with the title of admiral and 
vi^feroy of the iflandsr and territories he (hould difcover, and 
arrived at the Canaries, where it-was his intention to caft 
anchor. 

These iOands, fituated at the diftance Columbus fails 
of five hundred miles from the coafts of Jirjl iwaards 
Spain, and of a hundred miles from the the Canaries* 
continent of Africa, are feven in number. 
They were known to the ancients by the name of the For- 
tunate idands. It was at the moft weftern part of this - 
fmaU archipelago that the celebrated Ptolemy, who lived in 
the fécond century of the chriftian era, eftablifhed a firft ' 
meridian ; from whence he computed the longitudes of all 
the places, the geographical poûtion of which he deter* 
mined. According to Uie judicious remark of three French 
aftronomers, who have publifhed fo curious and fo inftruét* 
ivê an account of a voyage in 1771 and 1772, he might 
have chofen Alexandria for this purpofe : but he was ap- 
prehenilve,, without doubt, that this predileélion for hia 
country might be imitated by others, and that ibme confu- 
iion might arife from thefe variations. The plan which this 
philofopher adopted, of taking for his firft meridian that 
which appeared to leave to the eaft of it all the part of the 
world then known, was generally approved, and followed 
for feveral centuries.' It is only in modern times, that fe- 
feral natrons have improperiy fubftituted to this meridian, 
that of the capital of their ovni empire. 

The habit tkat had been contraded of repeating the same 
of the l^ortunate iilands, did not prevent them Irom being to- 
tally negleâed. Some navigators had certainly reconnoit- 
frd anew thefe pagan territories, fince, in 1344» the court 
of Rome gave the property of them to Louis de la Cerda, 
•ne of the Infants of Caftile. Obilinately thwarted by the 

To/. //. Q 
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b(94 qS hi^famSyt %}\i§ prince had acv€,r ]|^ beci^ ati^e ta 
as^lJ^infelfnOf thi^cxtriiftr libcrailitj^ wh«i Bfithcfi-. 

CQttJft went f/orp Hpçli^ltg, Ofi theôth.of M»y. i^^Q^t aiwj, 
Ji^i^ »9ft$H#.M'tqr.fci?çdupofl.Laflç^roU, It bciag impôt 
âUç.^<^'^in^.^9( pn^^ed^ny. farther with the (orcein ^^bs^ 
K^$li)«^ik)^)^, tjii0,a4vj^|:urj|»r det,ermine<i ta pay hquvage to. 
^: kv^ of Ç^e of all th^ cooq^eua ^p %«W W^c. 
with t^ic fuç^^^^iurniib^d hiin by tbi^. i7K>nai:^, ]^ feâp 
# Pptfft. I«enpyei)|tpr% in 1494^ uppii Goo^ei^ i^-hl^Sf. 
^udjwgfti^ thç iflij (^ ^^xfef>i^f4ç6,,, Çaiu^, Ç^^la», aa^ 
X€J^f#e, di4 i>Qti fobipit tijl 14^^ 14^^ anjl 1496. THi% 
arcbîpekgo, by the. name of the Canary iflands, has. es.or, 
finçe mtide part of the Spanifh dominions» and has been go» 
v^Mjed.bK.tbe few» pf Caftije* 

aH^ Canaries emoy t>^ a4ya|)^« of j^ iky. tbf^tisgc* 
ncf^U]^ fi^r/sne.. 'Pkf be^ is g):^at on the coa&a; but tho 
air ia agreeably terapera^iupofv, the ||lapê& th^t ^r^ ali^^ 
b^l^t; j s^idtoQ cq}^ i)pQ^ fpçnç, of;.U)e.i)^Q»l»jtaii}S that»rc 
çç^^i:e4 wth ijiaw t)ic gr^te^i pfuf t of the year. 

.Aili or nearly, all) the &uits^^ anifi^^l^of tbCtQl^aaA 
Qftl^SJNlew "Vjf^rjd tbfive^upo* the diferç^t k,i|i^f Qfj49«Lia* 
th^ff . iilands* They fiifniîb ojl^». fbm^ û^k^ a, great dgal, ot^ 
pi^eUa ^» and ai^cOinrid^rf^hile qu^tity of.. Aig^r» ioleRor tâ^ 
i^lfi^t ^^Ihich cpipes from. America^ .The cQrn.thcy fup]4y i% 
xnp^ cpnAmooly f officient for the. c^pfumptio^ ô| thd 
couotiyj: and wfifbm^t m^n^oning liq^iors. oi. asi in%u>ç 
kindi. t^heir esiports in wineiapipu^nt. anQua% to- ten or 
twelve tl^oufendpipe^ of. mjj^cjr^ 

Ijn I768t the Caaafie;^recVoned.onCvhufldi?edaa$l fifty- 
five :thourandr one hundred and fixty^-fij^- in^^ibitants» €acd^ 
flvQpi^ ii^e hundred and ei^t. 9lergyi x^ine hundred and 
tv^cnty^tico mqnke» and feven^ hundrj^apd forty^fisr a«pi% 
Tic^nJ^y'^n^'ne t^hou^ndeight hundred of, thefe inh^^itaptAr 
w^r^ ^embodi^ into a. regifHiEUit» Thofe militia were.no» 
tjfiiog s^ that period-; b^f. thçy, haise- fiw^e beca>a. U^tlo. 
diiciplined» as well as. all 1.h<q. trpqps in the otbe^ Spaniik. 

. Althotigb. the audien<:ev.. or fuperior. tribunal of J2i4<c^ 
bc.ifi, tàeiHand particukrlj 43^UedCaj)a^j yet tbç ifland of. 
TcncrifFe, which is known by its yc^apos, and by ^-napiittr 
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t»p #liîcby accofdtag to Ù» ktefl al)d boflf obfervaAîons» 
rifea one thoufaad nine- hundrad! ani four toifca abovr tbe 
level of the fea» is confidered a» tho capital of the arcbipe»> 
lagdé It is die; moft extenim» the richeûi and the- moft 
populous. It: ift the rcâdence of the governoi^generaly andr 
tbe (cat o£ adnDÎniûradoQ* The t radecs». who are aimoft* all? 
£xigK/b or Ajmencans^ make their purchafes .in its harhour 
c^'Ssunte^Groiz» andi take in th^nr cargoes; there. 

The money- which tbefe metchanCs bring to th« i^xti^t^ 
ieldom circiilate8.'iB them. It i« not carried^ ofF by the- im«% 
ports» fiace. they cooiitb only in tlte monopoly of tobacco^ 
and a tax of fix percent^ on all exports a^id imports : in^ 
cofifi4^rahLetrBibureesy. whioh mud be abforbed by th$ ex»> 
pences of fovereignty. If the Canaries fend ajinuelly fif*< 
teen. or fixteen hundred' thonfand: livras, [from 62,500!. to 
G^^^^Qk i^s. 4d.] to. the molher-QOuntry, it is for the fa«» 
perftkuMi of. the cnifades:: it is. for one half of the ôrft- 
year's falaries paid to the crown y by thofe who have obtain- 
ed any poft undtfT government ; it is for the droU des lances ^ 
fobimuted. throughout the whole, empire, to. the obligation. 
fomierly impofed upon.^ titled, perfons,. of following, the 
king to fmr : it ia for one third of the revenue of tbe 
iHflioprica, which> in- whatever part of the world they may 
bcy belongs^tothe govermnent: it is, for the* produce ofthe^ 
I«idK acc^uired or preferved by Come families rcfidiag io 
S)»ain.; in a^ word, it is to. défraya the e^^pences of thpfe» 
who, by a reillefs difpofition^ ambition, or the defire of ac- 
quirang. knowledge^ are prompted to quit the archipelago. 
. SO' confiderabb an expocUtio|i of i'pecie has k^pt dbe 
Gânaries.Gonâantly es&baufted^ They would h«,ve emerged 
from this Huiation^ had they been fuiiered peaceably to en- 
]of the liberty which^ in 16^7^ was granted them, of fitting 
oist e«ery- year for the other hemifphere, five (hip», jaden. 
with a^houiand tons of provifions or. merchaodi:&e. Un- 
fdrttmately» the reftraint» put upon tliis trad/B at Cadiz» < 
gradually r^4uced it to the fending' of one veryfrnall vefTel 
to Curacca. This tyranny iç drawing to an end ; and we< 
ihallipeakof its^^deGUnc^aibn* we haw accompianiâd Colum- 
bus to the great fcene^ uponi iNthich his spenias. and cou rase • 
ar< going to.be d^laiied. . 

C^the fmh oS September, the admiral quitted Gomerg, 
where his too feeble veffds had been repaired^ and his pro- 
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'«fioQil veiirw/e4 9 bt^ tlieo Bbandooed the track parfaedby^ 
preceding navigator»; «od dîrcâed his courfe weftward, 
kr^fdcv tQget Jnto an unknown ocean. 
' ' Iniarlttik time» ^he (hips crews» terrified at the idea of 
■ thtt immenfe tii^ qF fea that Ceparated them from their oa- 
titeicotJDlry^ began to .czpn^s thck fiçars. ^ They murmur- 
ed# andthie moft violent of the mutineers propofed feveral 
tines that* 'they (hould throw the author of their dknger 
^Mrerboardj Hts moft «ealousadbbrents were even without 
hdpc^ and he had now nothinff to expeâ either from feve- * 
ajty or mâdnefs. The admirid^then fpake to them in the 
ibiiawiiig terms : V ^f the hind does not appear in three 
** days thne, I give myfclf up to your refentment.** The 
fpeedkwiis bo}d| but not ra(h« 

For fome time pafly on founding, he had found a bot- 
rlAià, ftod from other circUmûanceSy which are feldom de- 
. i€ekfu],<he had.reafon to conclude that he was not bi from 
>the obje^ of his purfuit. 

.Arrivai of Co' - The New World was difcovered in tlfc 
Aunhus in thfi month of Od^oher^ Columbus landed on 
New World* one of. the Lucayas, or Bahama iflands» 
' which: h^ caUed San^Salvador, and took . 

p«Qè(!îon *of it io the name of Ifabella* No European at 
X)&x time imagined tltat there could be. any iniuuice in 
ieizing.upon a country which was not^ inhabited by Ch^- 
tiafls»'.^ . ':/ ...,,..... 

The iOanderSy on feeing the (hips, and a nice of men fo 

difibreist frorh themfeltÊS, were ,terri^ed,;^d jfu.afay* 

^^hctâpamanis i^ught fome of them, treated them wiih 

'great mâîty » and' di^îâèd them; loaded with prefeiits* - . 

i^Tlris bdbajviour^cnurcly diffipated the. feats of , the, whole 

natioa s ^ ijUaaB^inhabatants , appeaMred upon the fhore without 

arms. Several ^f them came ou-board. . They newcd 

'^esiefyt'tiitpg'vrilih admir^ou» Their manners were free and 

i^peiii.flChfcy brought ft-ui$a.. They affifted the , Spaniards 

^>lnj|je4t£ng,ôo {hore,.,b3rt*kiiig. them upon thi^ir. ihoulders- 

The inhabitants of ib« neighb^^rif^g iflands fhewed the fame 

'ObliçiBg' ai%ofirioo» i tbf^.rfraoïv.fçnt by Columbus to 

î'-nÂkfi-t&oiVw «v^gywrhere met with the kindcft reccp- 

%i6m, e Mcnjwomeo, .«»4ichiWrc;?,uW.çre employed io p«>- 
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curing provîiîons for them. Thef -filled the'tomfnodot 
, where they flept with the fined ^cctton: 

TeU me, reader, whether thfcfe were citiHsed peopie 
landing amon? fa'^ages, or fàtage^ among 'cMlhted people i^ 
Of what coniequence was h that they i^vtfé fiiakad ;( that 
they dwelt in the midil of the fbrelW, and lited vndcf 
huts ; that there ^s neither a'codeof^lawA'anMngth^is^ 
Bor civil or criminal J ufiièe» provided- they* wtfre fflSd^ hvi^ 
mane, heneficent; and poiTeUea atU the ' SH^rtUes that diâta^ 
gui(h the humian fpecies? Alas ! people wkh tÛ«iame;b€U 
haviour would have met with the fame reecptÎGni'eviçfp- 
where. Let us forget, if it he pofiible, th#inft$nttl£^tMB 
difcovery, this firft interview betweeti nwo Worlds, pr rà*- 
ther let us recal it to our memory, otafy to ind-c^e^ciur dir- 
teftation of the one we inhabit. • ' ' •'' r • .' • J 

But, ft wa^ gold the Stianiardë wanted^ tmi thcy.faoA 

found it. Seviéral oF the lavages wore dntateents raiade of 

this precious metal, which they pref^Qted- to their tuéff 

l^fi».; who.on their part were more difgufted with the 

naked appearance and fimplicity of thefe people, -thaji 

tpuiched with their kindnêfs. The^ w«te incapable «of ^dtf- 

(Dêrniii? iti them tbe*getrainecharaâer8'4>f natures «SuspW- 

^d toïftd men of à c^ppçrcokrtir 'without beards or harr 

^bn t^ir bodieà, tlic^ looked upon 4h«m «B a race tif iaStpcr- 

'^Ànaniimals, y^ho, were bn!y to he treated wsith htsnanity, 

tin the neceffary infbrmâtîbn was oht^aiinped ia ng^d ta th« 

i^eighbOuring countries, and the feat of the gold miaessr • 

^ V M A VtK G taken a view Of- ftvertil fmali- Tift- SfatàûiA 
'ér ininds; Cdluml^trà land^ on thé north mMkâ.dhir:flt/i 
^ 6f a large 6iiéc^cd by the nta^ev /én/émaoi^m ji^ 
'Étafetj ; to which he gate the nawie'^ fimmé :ufi Su 
:fiî]^âhtola, and which ît «ow caMéé Scin Dmêingai^ < t 
•i3bm*tn^o ; he was condu£Ud thither by ' . v' „ • y,-. 
^Sortie lavages of thé other Irenes, who'aciOOixm«tii«d iiîm 
^Vitbout the lead dHlrifft,' and^avt htm t&U9deâUnd,.that 
Il VasL the great iâsind whiahfarnKb^dthem wkh'the^mètal 
"md Spaniards were fo «ager to.ac^iBftô.i ^ t i* ,; . j 
^' "IThe ifiafid of Hayci, whidi k two^hulu^d ImgVbésf'in 
^létf^th, and$xty,.and i^ fonlé phieetvdg4it]rv>To.bcbadih|yiB 
' ditided- ftom e^ to 'Wcfbby à^otaki^ofiimouiitaliis, s^hicb 
occupy the centre of the iâand, and are for the moft part 
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ikep. it was dfftri>itteâ into ^ve -pofmlooe liitigdoms, tbe 
inhabitants of whjch ]itcd in per&éi amîty. Their kings, 
*who were caHed caciques, iv ene fo much ihe more abfolute, 
as they ircre-miich bdoved. The complexion oî tfaefc pctH 
ylc was moch fairer than that :of thofie in die other ifknds. 
They painted their bodies. The nmn went quite ni^ed.. 
The women wone a kind of cotton petticoat, wkich reach- 
ed no further than their knees. The giiis, as well as .the 
tneo, were naked. Their food was mabe, roots, âiiit, and 
4iell âfh. As they wej« temperate, jiinriilc, and aâxve, but 
not itrong, they wei% averfe from iabaar. Titcy livodfree 
^pomcare in a ftajte of s^eeable indolence^ Their time 
vas fpcf It in dancing, direrûoa, and ûeep. By the a coomi t s 
the Spaniard)» give of them, they (hewed Httle m'arka of un- 
derftauding ; and indeed iflanders, who life ia a ftate of iie- 
paration from the neft of mankind, muft of aveefity liaYe 
«cry eonfiiied ideas. J>etAdk»d ftBcieties oxme.at improte- 
fftent by ilov? asd dttcnlt adirances. Thty derive no- ad- 
'vantages ff»m tkoiir di^rawenes, which timejami expenoBCC 
throw in the way of other peo;^ : neitker do the chutces 
of acquiring knowiedge 4kccur îo frequently among them»' 

The Spaniards themfc^Yes jConfeOi that theCe people were 
iittmajie, void of matice and levetige» «nd akooft diieftèd 
of any paffioa avhatCTcr* They were ignorant, hut Shewed 
no defire of being istSormed. Tkts indifiS^rence, abd the 
jeonfidenoe they repofed in ilrangers, pro^ç chat they wcfc 
happy. Their hi 'lory, and their notions ja£ morality, were 
contained in a coUeâion of fongs, which they~ learnt from 
their ifl£&ney ;. and they had, ia icemmon with all nations, . 
f«me &bie6 concerning the origin oi the kuman race. 

We knoiV'^Uttle o^ theidr iseligian, to which tkey were not 
milich attached ; and it is prcèakk that in this refpeâ, as 
well a3 ta maay others, they hanre been calumniated by the 
aifthors of their deftruaion, who pretend that thcfe iiland- 
i«rs, whofe oumners were fo gentle, paid adoration to a 
Srâmb^r of malevolent beings. The worfhtppera of a male- 
•volent deity can never be good themfelves. But of what 
confequence were their deitie? or their mode of worfhip i 
J^id they queiUon the ftrangem upon the fabjeâ of their 
«iKehgioo \ Or, was their beHef a motive of eurioBty, hatred, 
^ conteiB9>t for them \ They were the Europeans, who 
cooduâcd ibçmklvea as if tlièy had been adviled by the 
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lÊSétmn <X felie îSanéers ; lind the lOamler» bdlaved^d if4lliejr 
feid obey td ahe Dt^îty of the Eurdpc&ffft- 

Thiefy ka^ «k> taw tkftv^in^ted \\nt n amber «f tbdr^ w{V€9. 
It iHÉacdnftmoa lor ^^e 'of them to iiave (bme pri^gn 
«ëd ^ftlnft^iM alioked to- ker-, .bul tfctfTe ^te her 1^ 
authority over the reft. She was the one whom the liUC- 
èand lo^éd thi* beft» anâ by whombe thottgbt hioitàf beft 
%eld¥èd. On the death of her hulbanâ^ fttû ibro^inie^ 
feàtrfed berfcïF to be burieâ ^*nLt'h<: fame gtave with hin». 
•This ^as hbt^^niftom-, a dnty, or a point of hoiKnir» amon^ 
ilfyefe peo^ ^ but thîe wife fotfod n împâffihk to forvâvè 
^e <^}éa <^f,lier ^«i?(êeKèft ^eai<]rn. Thm freedom iu. 
love and marriage, which was authoriA^ by thek laws an^ 
liiannéra, wâS' by the Spaniards called dcbâisichery> licep- 
leib«ilfief$^ and vice : and té the prelMCtided exceiSv% Hidato^ 
%nfeetof tkb'iitafiders in this particulars they actFfbttlied.tSb 
<rt«i^in af a âî^t^ôéful Md oeftroCtive difes^es which bg^^ 
msâiy tl^oaght to hav^ be^ fttolmâWA in £u,top« befiaie 
tbe^dî^i^y bf Atneric». ■ 

' Tbeli^ if^ttd»r>4iad noiftK^r i»«âp<SH tbtii a bbw aad^ar* 
i«^kA «fad(^ «âl^woôd, thepoto «f which being hanknéi m 
^iê fire wa& fottietimes artned «mch fhai|> ftoeca, or tbelMne 
^ a fi4b»' 'TheicMrditiàfry 6.tt\k «f tke ^pasiardt waa of k^ 
i'etf %n imp^cfmiMe «rmottr' agdaft arrows- of th» .kind, 
OMk with iitvle déftt4éffty« Urne i^ef poa^ mM fome fmall 
44ib^ ^rttthM* X^gk ftifikêV^vhiah e^uld^feki^m give. ^ 
timnkl bl^ Weft-^^4rora makhig ^befe people forit^h^ 

They %«eerè* diftkf^iili^d Into <M^eAt - elafiea» one of 
^^hi^bad a^crlëÎ1n to «t kind of nobîiîty ; b«t we are little 
«èqfûaiiKiâd «itiher with «be^^ierqgatives annaned to 4htt dif- 
^inâio», <jr tn^itb the tli0an8K)fiobCiHntng'*it^- This'âgiipr. 
ant and favàge people had alio forcerers among them^; ii#ED 
èist¥t À^VfihttXk dthèr Jtbo ôl^ng W purentii ol i^r- 

Co3a«[lb«M ^iittd «lb amxnlitkfai <ihat «%bt eogagvitiit 
^KtndfHi;^ bf tfbefe iftiadt»>ik But-at^dMfametiiaèbeitwffe 
%k«iil f^Aûblè^ that dhoogh he had do iticlinfftm to bipvt 
suitttii fa^ di4 a«i« '«(^aotihe'poifiB*. The p«>obf«,brgaif^iti 
•^éir prd^aoe df the au^Hfiag^eaba^t^ à» attâkey, <îib^. 
'i^fMïèd thèib bf th&^tfifth of i^at ht Mai ^Ttoy loctieti 
i(^Oâ Ihè-fifàttôaids as )tE»^ dcfeâfad^d l^t»ivlMa«îii)xdmi>lbb 
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Ciiit9iukty bot factfid- things* : lShd% enor.j4(rfts'^codnâi«^ 
^Sgm^ adfBDtagva; oor i»aftit.vcmo««â by'a^^ai|%^fv&Il]q 
«iricnifilt^^ . Thsf gâfc ttfae favages 4(cxl oajiBitigJa&tieadié^ 
piha» kivKeiy end .bdbi and «ecdwd; ixL.>E)etiiiia ^UoIukI' 

: i,CDlt|]iibiisiaTaîkd hnnfelf pf tlû»baniioii9itofiriipdiMi! 
])kcp for au lirttlciiieiitj iwihioh .he ddigtted) llK»ikl':MXhe' 
centre of aU kî| future prcjeéis. He ereé);ed a-^l!0VtiMi|P 
tittiafiHUnee tiTthe îflaiideFSi ' ivho chedrA^^ laboibddVto 
ftt^'dMim farAbemfelves. > Hfivkfc tfatrty-*|iin«dCajftâiaii#i 
19 liiepladâi aodhaiFNig netîoi^iioîtcredthe ^rt«âtc<|b pait'of^ 
Uv^fland^' fet^.^'&pain. * . . . ^ ... i'< 

f fifl.atriiiediatfFjalos^^ a .poi^^ Andakifia» fremmheoot' 
lis ftMut (kilèd feven months «bc&re; He proorddedby laM^^ 
Barodixiay «here the .court jrefided* . Thir |oume)lt^à»' '^ • 
tm89|ii&. ! Hi^unoyh'tfJanddie pcople^vMttk ^«msûechàilt 
-aiMi fiolknved'hiiitîaeroiirda to» thr.pfefeiic^of Fjpftfnatii^' 
aad lÊibella. H^ prèfiented to tbcnt ioBoe iflajidei«^^wll0 
.imdvohikilâirHj-aecoRipER&kdihinu. - Hefiroduoed pîec<&>of^ 
^id, birds, '- eottoiiy -and num^.^corioinjes^' whfch' ^ftçt^ "^^ 
itnblei vn. account Qf> their 'noaœltjr. 6uch a viiriot^ of ::«i&tf i 
«ànMnoiiiAbje^ expo£rd to th» yiew .of> n /people >whdf« ¥«l^'> 
BkjnvAtBità hy inûginatMm magnified ««erf Abiifg9> wMir 
them fimcy . that ihey fiiir ««{xncxhanâîhle fointte^oS nchfté' 
for^crer âoiritig intothfir cow^iàfi- Th>^«nthufi»i»«fptiea^ 
ind reached even to the throne,. At .th«v public }iadt0nç«i^ 
the foYereigns gave to Columbus, be was permitted to be 
cotemd^ ahd. to- fit^as a enamfee >o6 .8^tt« ' 'He relatai bis 
voyage to thcim Tbcy* loaded hm :with «âirelTeS) cosmeii^. 
datiAua^ and(,b€viourrf.an4*foon .after: he içinterbed^bt' 
leveoteèi» :(ailf iito «aJsq. new* difeownes^ akd to • eftriil^ ' 
xolonies. 'ifff •■'■ .■•■ ,* :^.j ^-^ '• •■ ' ^ *•- ' 

jX)n jbi» arrtfdt at.8an JDomlngQ with fiftcJi»i>hQildi«d moft^ > 
fotàiers^ 4am6cei:s» and. miffioninies } with pfoVifiona -ibr * 
tfisjrfob&ftencè ; nitb the fifêdt of al]<tbt ^nts l;bat>i»eTe 
lÙ^lWi^ttfl^Mj ta thrivrtiitf ts^iiot laod |kin»> cliinatc 9 and 
iwi,|hêidameftio àniiAAlSvf^..thc okijiewifpheflc^of wfaîdi/ 
thcftt'iftrafer nM Queiin tdie iiicvybn^.CoIiinâMM fotiod nôtbîçy; 
b^xttiosBiid chncBfeanpotB tbeifj^n^herehè^had kft fink 
tift9diom(|i»di SpaMaeila/ nFbcfâ plondonr^'bad occ&iioattl:. 
Ibeir own deftri^ion by their hwigbtfV liç çy t k wM% Ad«t]^; 
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nmnrcal, behaviour ; and he had the addrefs to perfuede 
thofe who had lefs moderation than hîmfelf, that it was good 
policy to poftponc their revenue to another time. A fort, 
honoured with the name of Ifabella, was conftru6led on the- 
•borders of the ocean ; and that of Saint Thomas was ercft- 
•cd. on the mountains of Cibao, where the Iflanders gathered 
•from the torrents the greateft part of the gold they ufed 
for their ornaments^ and where the conquerors intended to 
•pen mines. ^ 

While thefe works were carrying on, the provifions that 
had been brought from Europe had been either confumçd- 
or were fj^oiled. The colony had not- received frefh ones- 
enough to fupplythe deficiency ; and foldiers, or failorv* 
bad neither had any leifiire, knowledge, or inclination 
enough to produce frefh articles of fubliftence. It becamt 
neceflary to have recourfe to the natives of the country,. 
who cultivated but little, were unable to fubfift ftrangers, . 
who, though they were the moll moderate pcrfons of 
the old hemifphere, ytt consumed each of them as 
much as would have been fufficleut for feveral Indians. 
Thefe unfortunate people gave up all they had, and iliH 
more was required. Thefe continual exadlions produced an 
alteration in their çharaâer, which was naturally timid ; and 
•all the caciques, except Guacanahari, who had firft received 
the Spaniards in his dominions, refolved to unite their for- ' 
•c«es, in order to break a yoke which was becoming crcry ' 
day more^intolerable. . 

Columbus dèfifted' from purfiiîng His CrUeltiet joom^ • 
•difcovcries, in order- to prevent; or pot a vùtud hy the • 
ftop tothisunexpeéledxianger. Although 'owt^acsiso/^f «a/* 
two- thirds of his followers had been hnr» • SadDomii^o*^ 'i 
rted to the grave Hby mifery, by the dim- : . . v* 

ate> ami by debauchery ; althot^h. Trckn«fs"pawen(èd 
matty of thofe- who had efcaped thefe terriWe icourges frorti>l 
jèîiôagbîra; and although heeoold notmufter more than!'» 
two hundred infantry awd twenty horfe to face the enetny^i 
yet this extraordinary man was not afraid of attacking, f^^' 
1495, in the plains of Vegt-Real, an army, which hifh>»^ 
rians in general have computed at one hundred thoufaifd i 
men. The chief. precaution taken was to fall t^pn thefit<^î 
troops in the^oi^ht time. ■ " 

0> 
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The unhapjxy ifUndcrs were conquered before tlie aâîoa 
began- They confidered the Spaniards as beings of a fii* 

* ©erior order. ï*heir admiration, refpe£l, and fear, were 
IDcrcafed by the European armour ; and the fight of the 

^ cavalry in particular aftonifhed them beyond in^afure« 
Many af them were fimple enough to beiieve that the n»« 
find the horfe were the fame animal, or a kind erf d^ity. 
JEJad their courage even been proof againfl: thefe impre£- 
fions of terror, they could have made buta faint reûilsac«» 
The cannonading, the pikes, and a difcipHne to whfch 
they were ftrangcrs, muft have eafily dlfperfedthem. They 
fled on all fides. To punifh them /or their rebellion, as it 
,was calkf}». every Indian above fourteen year^ of age wa» 
fubje<^ed to a tribute in gold or in cotton^ according to the 
djftriâ: he lived in. 

This arrangement of matters, which required alBduoua 

• labour, appeared thfe great^ft of cvih to a people who were 
fiot ufed to be employed* The deiîre of getting rid of 
their pppreflbrs; became their only paSon. As they en- 
tertained no further hope of their being able to fend them 
away by force, the idea occurred to thenji, in 1496, of ex- 

. pelhng them by femine. In this view, theyfowcdiiottJoriB 
«naiize;, they pulled up the cafTava roots that were already 
planted, and they thenUelves took refuge amoi^ tl)e'mo& 
barren and ileep rocks. 

^ Pefperate refolptiona are féldom attended wrth fuccefs; 
accorcïïngly, that which the Indians had taken proved ex- 
tremely fatal to them. The gifts of rude and uncultivated 
«4iture were'npt fufficient for theilr fapport^ as they h3d in« 
confiderately expeôed thev would be ; and their alylum, 
however difficult of accefs, was iiot able to fcr^en thein 
from the puiffuits "of their incenfed tyrants» who, duiiog 
this total privation of local refources, accklentally reedivea 
ibme provi6ons from the mother-coxmtry. Thcû- rage was 
carried to fi)cb a height, that they trained up dogs tohiirit 
and devour th^sCe unhappy men ; and it has even bees .fak}> 
that fome of the Caftibans had made a- vow to ma&cre 
.twelve Indîani every day in honour of the twelve xpoftki. 
.before this event, the ifland was reckoned U> contain a 
^ jxJUIon of inhabitants. A third part of this cooâderahk 
' p(^pulation perîihcd on this occaâon, by f^tiguet buii§fr» 
andthefword» 



'3(fok VTa in . TH4 r4«T' AiÇif .y««T W«l>J.ft?f T - ; ; . $^ 

, ■ ; ôcaB:ct h^i ike xamm. 6f jtiwrfa uiîfor(ut,iatt pfcoplcr .^^^bo 
kâd ofcapcdjfo msmr difxfti}!^ Eftonifd t<^ their babita^toni^ 
wh^rc calamities: m ajw^ther.kjfldr wetc j^eparjng for theà^ 
tèao diwifiiiinj jftfoife among, th;âlr p«^fcç«wtor8, 'Pie remoyiil 
•f. tb&i:âpiui . o£ tic colany from the north, to the ioutfc^ 

,fcpin,:iÉ^«fla tw S«^t^àommgôë.vïn^ht poflibl3r.fiirni]fh.« 
pretence for feme oornplaiuts ;,,h\xi the diffenfiona ha4 thcic 
^lief oiàgiil;iiiitfa^ ^ffionsaaifed.tp^n un c^mpofr degree b£ 
fcrmeat*ti©n.Pi?dcr a burning iky»andDot fufficientlyreftrm^i- 
•d by MSt aarthiiriry ^otyropciLy^ effabBftied* / When the bijfi- 
aocfs-ww.tp dateroiiç. Caûae cifqicîuê,; to' plunder forte dif* 
tria, .or to i&iXcvtnwt'^ fome «vtHage» the commands of Cci- 

,.hÙBbiis'a.,br(Xi»ery.or of bi» Tcprefcntative, wjere readBy 
obeyed. jÙ^r tbè flMtiîng of tfae booty, the fpirit of iii> 
dependence hccame agisn the pre vailtng. fpirit : aodtheie 

. i)qi«K^iaijealQofieaaii4»aaniu£fties.^^^ The 

^«rgue^.avleii^h^^tooiQ up suras agdnft each ptl^er, and wai^ 
w» openly di&(2lared.^ .'.,.. j . 

. JD;iknng tbexaairie of the£c:diTirioDS| the apmlral wàa m= 
SpfafOj-A^vJ^re he^had returned in order to.anfwer the ^ectf*- 
btèotïp tbatc were inceilkiitlgr renèifcd ag&inft htm. Tlie r6t 
^dii oi aU the great, A^iam he had^pafermecl» and the ex^ 
poûtioa of all the ufeful things ^be meant tci carry" inlo ex* 

: «oxtjofirearity teg4tned him the confidence of IfabeTla,. 
Ferdinnd htmfélf began to be «little reconciled to the id^a 
of diilant voyage^ Thxi.^kn of a regnlttr. form of govern-^ 
tasàt ' WSA tt 9iceà, y7hich;w^s fird. to^ be tried «t.S^n X)o» 
"Wig<iV »nd aftcrwaiods adopted/ vàh ^fuch o^teradohs a» 
el;ptfHdoçe ihouid have ihcwn to be neceilary. It the fcveral 
%t«k(BifiiitSy .which mproo^fs of thne, might be founder iir 
thr other/ hemifphere^ M^dy â&ilied in: the -working (^f th<;^ 
]i}io98y ^««recatorall^ifeleàed ;.kiid the gioir^rnment. t4ok 
opB^dt&lfito pay.aiut*td mainb&i. them for fêterai .ye^ii»^. 

. ^ iT&tff>Q02.k: thought .dig<n'{2nt}y« from; their. fov^fgpSk^ 
'Vi^^s^kù^hslog^jati .rcdhnflton .when the 'fiffLtr^fports 
of «otknââUn -ailé pâ^>. had: cKtiiKjisih^ tli^ jiqjEite.ojfgi^ 
imBy^p.aic^ciit^ pLçoingtto the.N^ XVcmW.» . Ifs^'gold-Vja* 
sdîio#gariid!F;'çfc^w • ôE Uipj^t^^^ ;; ijn^tjic.^pftti^r^,. fch«f 
U^id'^k^mpl^^w à^ aHÛiqikf^fx ivtuched home v t^ fe^ 
Tçreanddi%racefuLdiIiqii^rqii..vrItb Aarhklx jno& ,of tbeiw 
w0re:affliâB4^ tke atjipnupymf^thg >|iniirî,^l^;fin^p,^^f^ of the- 
ohq^ateyyof the^iiumbera woo'; Iwà-'lûâ, tVckJliv)cs^iR4;; 



3»4. HISTOllY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bo&k rrT 

harclfbfps they had undergone from the ^{cancitjr. of provi- 
(jdtis ; an ikiwiHingneft «to be juader the commaad of a fo-- 
rWgrter, the fevtrity of whole difciplLoe was geoerally cen- 
sed ;* and, perhaps, thejealoufy that was entertained of 
bn growing reputation ; all thefe xeaibus- coBtributied to 
produce an infuperable prejudice agafbû San Doaûogo in 
the fubje<^8 of the crown of Caftite, the only Sp^iuarda 
who, till the year 1593, were allowed tp. embark, for that 
tfland. ,,.,..,- 

- It was abfolutely neceffary, however, toprocura^ e/Acf» 
His; the admiral therefore propo&d to nave ^secoorfetO' 
the prifona, and to re fcue, criminals froot deatb^and inÊimy, 
for the purpofe of aggrandizing their counUj»,i of whicli- 
they were the refufe and the dilgsace* This prcjei^ woidd 
hzjt been attended with fewer înconveniencies in fuch. gq« 
Monies -as, having gained a more folid ç£UbUihment^ mighty 
by the force of their law5| havç.rei!:r|iîned.or correal^ H*» 
tentions and profligate individuals ; but Infant ,ftaV£ji.,r<qoiie . 
ft)Uiidcr6 of a different chàraéiër froii a. »ïet .of rpgiiiesu 
America will, perhaps, never get rid of the rtrxxwA,^ that.^ 
alhyy which debàfçd the, fir ft coloiiîçs that, were, traafp^rtcfl 
thither from Europe; axid Columbus h^tnfelf wa&fqoa coo?» 
virfced of the iajudiciops advjfic he! had gîvjçn. , /^ .v . 
. ^Hâd this enterprifing fearoan carried, out -vKith -hw çofiir • 
èf.the comi?adn ftamp, he might, during jtbe. voyage, ba«e 
kifpîréà/them with hpneft pridciples /at Içaft, if- not -wuthf 
higK notions of l^on pup. .Thefç. pcrfon& .on thcixc ^pf^val. 
wouW Tiavc Icopûitutçd a majority, anii,. by. fe(bmg;it^C;^* 
amplç* of obedience,, vrould lieceffârair.liayç.bsoï^bt bacj^.. 
♦o order tliofe'wl^o ha4 dçy^ted from iti,> Sucli.^iia»^qny . 
would hâve been .'produSiyc of the jpollpfalutary^çffçâ^ . 
andt i«ve cftablifbed ihccolçay on t^% moi^ SoX^Jhvi^fhkr . 
ticw!., Xfté IiMÏUnS' vvpuld fcavc been tVeate44p a, bcttei: 
m^i^^tj tne mws.^orkfd to, groats, aflvfwitJ^c*.>^ ^ 
' fe^e^^inoire çi^fily leviçdf,, ^ Thp ix9f£)Civ<;puo^tyt5a«i^ 
by,' this fucccft 'V> greater exertioRSjj mJgbf WïcioiawçdjBçw 
fot tîcmçnts» wl^îçh . wQu(4 fi^yf ;. i^f^^my^^. th^jgpSpfy, jU^. j 
wékîtjii^^n^ ^^l^owjikf Qr,Sj<a.iqtf-lî^efe.iiyjP5^ v 

Wfe'r^ndfreid'^^tî^YÇ |j[y ih^xiç^J^f a,, i ;^ .-, .-.v - ../. . 
*^V -f^^e^i^auetûrrw^ 3f;c6.mp?ini<4 .Ç<4*?#?^»-4>C9P*. 
kjto^, ^|it4ihe plundcrcra tbât .iaieiîçd ;&»4. £loiiûn^. 
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formed étxt of tlie moft unnatunJ krnds of ibckty that had 
e^er appeareê upon the globe. Their mutual cos^jtîon 
€iMA»led them boldly to fet dl authority at dtfiancQ ; and the. 
libpoStiâfty of fobdalng them, made it neceflary to have 
reeoin4e' to attempts to brmg them over. Several were, 
tried VOL ^n. At length» in 1499, it watf ftiggefted» that» 
te^tlMf iUtds which evely Spaiiraiti received, a greater or . 
lefs ^uffibef bf fflanders {homd be anftexed, whofe time apd 
laboar were to be devoted to mafters deftitute of humanity 
affd frf^en^e. This aâ of weaknefs reftored apparent 
t^ihqttiBky to the colony, but without conciliating to the- 
adHnM the alBrélion of thofe who profited by \U The cc>xq« 
pkitits^nHide «Bgaiiift hini were even more cond^nt^ more 
urgent^ tnorr general, and more' attended to than they h^ 
DciMi oCiore* 

•Thia-extradrditiary tnan purchàfed upon very hard terma 
4àvt fame which his genius and induftry had procured hinv» 
His Itfe exiiiblted a perpetual contraft of elevation and dcr, 
prelSorf» 'He waè not only continually éxpofed to the ca.-" 
bafti^ cdftmmies^ and ingratitude of individuals ; but was 
alio obliged to' fubnitt to the caprices of a haughty an4 tur- 
b«]«<it eourt, Whidif by turns rewarded or punifhedj redu- 
ced him to the nètdfity of' makibj^ the moft humiliating 
jnftifieationsj' and ncftoredhîm to its confidence. ,. 

Thé prejudice^ entertained by the Spanifh mînîftry againft . 
the aittthd)^ of the grcateftdifco very ever made, operated (b-. , 
fafi that an arbitrator was fent tothe New World, to decide 
bet^»^^ Cdnmbus and his foldiers. Bovadiila, the mod 
anabkk>é9,'re1^intereilèd,"tihjâft,and violent, man thatj^ad, 
yet gone 'over t<y America^ aïtîved at San Domingo in ^ 
I5b6f "éeprfvçd the admind of his property^ his honour^, ' 
aniJWs'^oifttniand, and fenrf hiAi ip Europe îû itons, .-The 1 
{bverefj^s were warned,' by |)ûbiîe indignatreh, that the 
wdrid ëxpeélèdthtr iifnmcdiaec pufeifhnnént of *fo daring a 
crfekey'Stod'thtreiiarat^cm of fo great an outrée. In order *. 
to eéneffiSite jwijfrfety -wkh their j^rdndicei, Ferdinand aiid: 
lfîjib*arti»dlcdf vrtthrTtaJcrfeîgttedfréfefitttient, the agent ' 
whfr'lâlid'lb chiefly ^^ufcd thé pewêf Witt whîeh th'éy had| "^ 
inteiifted Wib :-bttt they* dîà nd^Twftôt^ to; Hîf 5)pft the de-' ^ 
plorable viètîm of his^ mcomprehcnfclite vflfa'ny»" Cilointiuai '^ 
rather thian<îangtnftiTh Jndbl^be, or lîVé in^k frâteof humf- 
Katf^m detetmitttd.to tiodercakç a ToltHh' to^kge/Waà a<i.' '^ 
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ifQfkiurefi jBto legtovB whkb miglit almciil ibc faklto bfwe 
l)«€ki created bf hinfdf. AAar this^ dSorU whii^ neifeliçr 
the Boajicç of mankHid» dor the. ^aprkiie »£ tfbc titmoittii^ 
S€f>dered ufdefs, be ended io f 5QÔ9 at VaUskdo^id^ ^i#j»fU-« 
lia«i cfu^er, whiek the retevkt deiith of IMbeUa h^à.éepnf^ 
fà ïnrxf of every b^|^*of ifA^yer b^Df f<)rtUiiate« Alt&ongb 
he wM BO mora ibao 6ft)r-fiwe )^eM[» of age» yetl M bed% 
ftrength was much weakened s but <hc fac^iHiei» of tai 
wind hibd not loft 4nf of their 4Mrgy» •.: « . 

. Such was the end of tlàit upçoiAin^n Van, wh^/to the 
aib^niihinent of ËDrope, add^ b, fcratth p6rt lot^|be.<fiith^' 
or ratHet half a Dv^ld to this globe, irhtch hadbtt» C^lcmgi: 
defe4atp^ and h Iktk kaoaw^iK /Uti^^bi reaiiJnrfii^.haire 
^^fi^cxpeâ^» that |MiUic,griiiil^iideWfMddh#iteg»i!Cîr the 
name of this intrepid feaman to the mew henHi%iie«4 f thé 
irA difeoy^ry <»£ which wts owing tto^ ki^ ent*flrg#^g:'ge- 
nh}»^ Tbi» waft the ^ft ho«4ge:of re^^ thM taouU. h^ 
paid .|o bia memOr? j Awfct cither ,thw^h ef^vy, jMtioMtiea» 
Qi^ the caprice of .fitHtuiiç «y©^ id theidiftrihuiMfn olifiiraef 
tjii* lionoi^r wâô raforyed for Apwicil* Vcfi^iiiWM»^ Ho^ 
re9^9£» who did iH>lbi«g aMH>e t^i^i^/olb^ ]^hi^|^ot3l||)^4i£ 
a mat y^bp^ luanns ^ght '%9 Aand fOiNut^A in^j^iift^^f 
{p^.içh«i?iô(r9. Thuè âjie. yelf en^ wbic)» sMté Aiàt* 
nca to the haown wo>Id^ ¥raA'dii{i«g^jâie4 by An ieftiMlce 
<|f ii^ofiint^ that may be c«n£ider^^ a £i^- j>rekide.tO' 
tjtofç £Ge»€^ of wGikncQ pf whi<^, 'iM» ^ajpfrfr pstetry 
was- aft erward^t0 be the theatre. . . :, 

- JH^s- pnii§|i?t:ti»etf had.coitwtiwieeA' iwifth. #hi». difaepwry- 
Çohi|^bv8|. votvyithftAndmg. hie; hqiâyaiti^yiaAd hit 'tii)è<tar 
, if)cr«a£ed th^m hitifl^jf by ming ^iw^ciçaM) i»pon. iheiJNBdy- 
^jÂiiob b£ difi;r^)nii^d ^ hi» fi>]i^m» This^^vy ilrbi<ècha 
i ha^puc&^d merely t^ retfiQv^fXheomb^i^fiiKitolïe forMWck 
lin yv^ eitpofed-frenn^a^ almoft iiic4i{an; ipti^i^f «^dyUfMi^ 
■was epntiuue^ and extended by BoyaailU^ iit &e:^cMr.of 
• gftlnwg |he>, affe^da of |he Sj^awanfe. .< ^ymAo»; imèA foa«» 
4^ei^€dbim» brplie <aU;th«[fe «oairiaftiofi9»'aetherhidbfa9*x»« 
i$r^ H> iou' ' Reft Hafr |iibf^âHbli!Dj^yilwat of ' tivfe UMi 
h»iAgh who hadi'.been' )Q»|^e^4]oi;l^ rfiwcfi» i» Aabo0^ 
vifj|ichr^wer« |ï«kb<» Qoofi^ v^h thensfcitre^Qfitbetr fiHvd» 
wilb their.conâ«tuikmt.û0tr wûh{itbàîr>fsi}ftoi«8i [Fhey4heft 
wmudeved abouti m ob^ne^ dkaâeA âietr fb^f^ • or.ito fchckn^ 
kîbrefl 4c»^:*9ll'^'^^S^ .The clMlftt^tfiiiefKfit^îi 



jddcDcc was a Cumnc» trMcl» watf fatal boih to ftbeoi i^ 
their o{>pr€flbre. It might kave be«n poffibk to bring about 
fome fortunate ak^ration >m circumftance« with mildoefty 
prudent regulations, and a great fhare of patience. But thefe 
flow and moderate meafurea were not fultabte to eoaquerors, 
who were eager to acquire, and earneft to eofOY* They dr- 
nuinded» with a degree of warmth infeparable froin a coa- 
cem of importance, that att the ladiané (hould be d^in- 
buted an^ong then»» in order to he employed in working of 
j,he miiyeB» in the cultivation of com» or «i any other ki«d 
of labour of which they might be thought capabfe. Reli- 
gion and political view» were the two preteace^^ made ufe #f 
to- palliate this dreadful fyftetft* It was urged» that foloog 
9g thefe favag^ were toieraCed in theic fuperftition«» they . 
• would nerer embrace Chriftianity ; and would dways be in 
a difpofition to revolt, uole& thîeir difperfion (hould put it 
<wyt of their power to make suvy attempt. The eourt» s(fMr 
firveral difcuSons, relblved tq adopt an amag<m<ni« &> 
contrary to every found priociple. The whfije iflaad was 
divided into a greater number of diilriâs s ^btch'tbe Spa- 
niards obtained of greater or lefs extent, in proportion to 
their rank, iatereil, or birth. The IndiaM attsMshed to 
.thele precarious poffefiioasy were flaves, whom the bw WAa 
always bduvd to. proieâ» though it never did it effedkuaUj 
.either ftt San Domingo» or m th^ othtr parts of this- new 
.world» whore this horrid plan ha» ante been generally eft^- 
bliihçd. 

Soane «commotions were the immediate eonfequencç of 
.this arrangeaient : but ihey were put a ftop t<> by tr<a^ry 
m by the efittifOa of blood* When ilavery was eompletcly 
eftabliâied». the prodti«e of the minés^ hecaHie faiif^ certaiii. 
At fifft^ooâ ha^ belongf4 to the QX<iivi^ This^daim* wa» 
•afterws^rda rcduised to one tbiipd» apd at length limited loa 
.fifth paft, 

..- TbrireaAirei brought ftom ^n Domiàgp excited, the 

.avmiee even of thofe who vfould iiot vçfitu:re tp crofs the 

ftfts» The grandei^ tha ftveurites» aa4 thole who* had 

t«miploynenla ifi the ^m.u obtained We of thitf pr^ny» 

•which i^ui^d^them fiahes without care, 'wHto9utd(i&ifr&* 

ifneniaf and withottt ansâ^ty. The^ con^Hted the oaie ttf 

them to agents who were to mahe- thei« own •'foriuâ^s,. 

whila th^f vvms^fA 4^è of their j^iac^tf é^ M ki# ^ibiii 
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fix yeara time» fixty thoufaod American families were re- 
duced to fourteen thoufand ; and the continent and the ad-- 
jacent iflands were ranfacked for favages to fupply their 
place. 

They were mdifcriminately chained together like beaft»» 
Thofc'who (ank under their burdens were compelled to rife 
by fevcrc blows. No intercourfe paiFed' between the fexes- 
except by ftealth* The men perifhed in the mines ; and* 
the wdtnen in the fields, which they cultivated with their 
wtak hands. Their conflitutions^ ïdreadf exhaufted with' 
exceffive labour» were ft ill further impaired by an -tin whole- 
some and fcanty diet. The mothers expired with hunger 
and fatigue, preffing their dead or dying infants to their 
breaftsy AiriveUed and contraâed for want of a proper fup^ 
ply of milk. The fathers either potibned themfelves, or 
hanged themfelves on thofe Very trees on VFhîch they had 
juft before fccn their wives or their children expire. The 
whole race bteafM extinô*. Let me be allowed to paufe- 
here for a- moment.. My eyes over Aow with tears, and T 
csf» no longer difcern what I am writing.. 



p 



V^fOgêS' which Bbforr thefe' fcenes' of horror had^ . 

lei'thf- Spa*^ completed the ruin of the firft countries» 
nattf^» to thé * dilbovered by . tbe-Spanta^ds in ' the New 
hm^M^of Wmid^T fome* adventuners^ ^f that nation; 
M4tfi2^.^'^'' • had formodféttlemeiiks^f lelftinaportanGcn 

at Jamaica^ at Porto Rico, and at Cob».- 
Vtfbfcfâfuez^' whet fbumied the laft of theTe, was definms that 
hiîft'IîdoRy 4vMild.<âisire with that of 8an« DeiAiogo .the afdr- 
vaMttge m talking difisovèriés »n the. continent; knd her. 
ibutid^m(ift:ôf"l!he|ier(bDS, whom an aiéiivë aadb infikiafale 
aVldlty %aJd led into his iilâitd|: vcryrwell dfipbfed to fec^tid^^ 
hA vie#8;< ' •'/A 'hundivd' and tea-perfons embai^ked^ on the - 
eighth of FebruGuy? 15 17* xm board t{ireeJaiaU'*TeffiBls'at> 
Simt Jagb<}. failed weft ward, and hnded foocd&tdy at 
Yudàiali, ^mdatCanspeadhy. They were.reœîvddas ene* 
miM<»ponoboih tinrleeoaftB ; matiy>of .them pcvifiied ia the : 
coflielH they were engaged in, and the reft regainedt» îa the 
ubfa(^ cMifofton^ 4he port from whence they- bad iict ouft. 
•à i^¥» months before with foch Aa^terine^ expeâatîons. 
TiMii* tetmm warimarrkad by the death of Goirdava, the 
qpttanaikr of «he eicpcdjfeioQiSi . who:«xpircdyo£ his wounds. • 



Tifl^tMscj^iM» l^'iie# hiwifplifcrc/lud pedfenlad' ropi ' 
ihMigl:^ tlie Spanîàfda but ^takçà and >wandtring:C»yagfl^. 
witliétit^9yocciipat$pn «tr form of gcyrcrnineiit^ jT3m iiriiar r 
the fit ft time they had feen a people dwelling in hôufe%.* 
clcrdied» farmed ifito a natkmal bodyv^ond Inffidantly ad« 
vailced in the Htl» tdeeavert piécmto metals Jota vafea* t ]T 
'^Î8''dlfeo'«>«ti( vtrbileit'iBsatceappkheBlrattS «if acw- 
dàfgei-â, pttftftrtèd, albthr£nnctnnei the aUudfig pn>fp«â 
-of a rich bo^tf i two kuAdred aad ibity Spaniardfr-tbcre* 
fore went oto^bt>ai4 foiar flâpaAtord out by tae chief of t)i«^ 
cdbny^t hitoWD eicpence. ' They began by veriff ing the 
re{k|rl» %«V>tf|;h« ^by^ ^e preieodiog adventurers ;..they the» 
cotttknied their voyaige as £ir as the siver> Paduop, aild> 
th«feighc they p«fceiv«d in aHpacts ftill mono evidont aadiA 
gf<€ijHîîiDaiton. fTbcy often iandad.' Sometimea-.tbeyveic 
v^ Wara4y «ttcckedy> and ^bradâmes .they «ere rcodiQfé 
wiÀ 'a drgi*Cif of rcipeâ bordering npon aduratjoinf They > 
fcnfod^^ite ov?tw6 o]4><»rtumtIe8 of cjcchaaging faoK-trifai^ 
ol^tbd'Old'heliiiCpbere for the gold .of the new «ne. - Thc/ 
jnoft enterprifiog of ^em were of c^nion dtat a'ft:ttltoiea(l 
ihould be formed upon thefe beautiful regions ; but their 
o0ifuhaAder4£iryal«% tbougb adive and intrepid» vwa^fb^l;. 
aflttifiQtiâd viit& the foul of m hecoy-anddid not ^injkhii t 
forces fuAcfrat for fo'importaot wa midcrtaklng* Her^tr. « 
tofoedtta Ctiba> where he gam an acwofint». more or kb . 
exagjgerated) t»f . àU he bad • feeo> and of. all he had iwn. , 
abfe-to^learoi coocemiag theemfdreof Mexico. 

The conqucâof this immenfe and opuknt region was Mtf^y 
'mddiaaely neéûited.upOQ by VelaCqoez; but M.took.>fomft.. 
time in delibcratiagupctti the ehnke of .thç.iagcoi he mfmf^. 
to'^^mployi (tai^his otocafion.^ tie was 9iQ>iidhettfitft)ioiF:inr . 
truftsc^ the bufipeCB to^^a man wiio ^ouM not .haivc^\lb6// 
qoaiities Qtcdlaryito<indtre its. fucoefs» or tcfcdn^^whaAkQulA .. 
basse tiio miieh •aaabitioa. to < give theiionpur.QfL^ 'to Htll^ .^ 
Hk.oobfidantaslt length deter9iini»Lhis cboiod inifiif^us o^ 
Femaufk) Cortes, th« one of hif <iHe«l;cnantaa)vlMKn. AÎsrUr . 
kftds flK>â;>ftr«iigly .iadhdatfd af[ tJBO'fitteft peribn tx>,wpitimi\: 
the<pi»ne£^ bptatithe&iàe/tiine l)hj{j]()»ftimpropf3ir lOi^n^. . 
fwcsr^lna p«dbi|al^mws;;;./'Thn.a£tfiiiity^'dkxaitionii0foqM^^ 
aLodhdàlQieà^if^oàbif the nota «DmiiKiMleetfl.'fiffipaKi^ ^ 
forOn .expedition» .tfaejdiSttilt^'cts In&whkhJic mdbes-Hoidi 
wilhea toamqwy at^ivàlà ttiQuaakicf^^^a e»ietnimiko. 



«urafiy too Aif^îctotfâ^ He t^^ ob(<!^veâ^è be «tàfiloyed, 
éx^ in «pnvaftc, and afterwards optfAji in fq^gd^ng a fdah 
^for the withdmwifïg of an itfiportarft com»!ï^È&oia, which ïife 
-r^fAToached hîmfdf;with having incofïfidemtêly gwen. Bat 
«kÎ3 regret was too late. Bdore the arrimgéiXi^nts, éoir- 
trîv^ to ke€|>l>ack the fltet, compofcd of de^wih fmall vcf- 
fcls^ eotfk) be fettled, h had fet fail oft the taath February 
•15299 with nine huadred fâilor») f ve hundred and eig^ 
•foidkri, .fiKt«en hor(e, tl^rteeti «i«ilketë,»(tïktywtwo croC»- 
iio^^ a gveat nOftiber ^of f^ord« dad p^e^ lt}u^ fiédcxïfls, 
«ftd ten mid- pieces. . * . 

Tfarefe pre]^rative{» %t uWdfiohi ho^wt^r 4tiîU^dîel>t they 
•nay fccm to bie, had not t^tvk been furniiftieà b^ Ac crow», 
"whicih «tthat time on]y letil its rra'me to the béW difeoveriek 
4Uid fi^ttleiftuïtits. The ^\vm of a^graiiÂîzen>e«it were fortiH 
U by ^ivarce jpevfoo», M>o eok&â<ed thèiii according to 
V>«iftiurc« eitlMSr «(fee or ill feoneWlteA; tî^d vH^o 4>arned Uieift 
•wo ^xtfea^bn \it émt h^fH «ekpen^e, . The? ^rfi of gdïil, 
Wiethe fpim 'df ^îbîv^y Wte'éWUlU ftibSfted, '«^^ *c t#o 
idjW*a>tiutsitH4t.ex«iied'th« fetmeiit: ^fl^ffc i^ropowciM 
•ioc0ntttF*s; kumed àt oftèe fiito the life^ WfM rAt^JeC tfe 
dùgi^ftasdiç^ the to^eft ^]af«4n fock^tf ; robbet« lntt<ftl «ft 
«dthing \m. plund^ ; tiad^miën-tôf •«kàl»?Â riâid^wtetftiaK 
• -ghied'thôy wepé ^ttt<fti«% 'the f(^d ti) gkAy* TOië k liA^ 
.. reafôii "«>hy the fteft^eé 4r>f thc'fe firilisoiT^uéi^èi^sAMeW'ttittife- 
«âhy>fo naany Jcrilïîete, -Hitâ by^fo iftàity éétraot^tiSry a*. 
tiôns ; why Jthéir cttptdhjf Nfràs fo Wrôeiotts,' Aâ ll*«r Mb» 
'^ryfoaftotMdi^ttg. 

. . -CpHte^s foérocd to be «fiimated *rîth the^Wo -jfiSkpvb^ 
:rJche8 and of imxt, Iti gottig to tbe dlàc^ »<*f ilts <â^ftî«Bi- 
^•tion^' he aytacked-the Itidiais of Tàbâteo, beSt tbteit ltt>of^ 
.^fefetsil tin^s^ «om)ieUeâ • thett^ foftiefor (7éaëè$ VefeektÛ 
fcamaùgç.fram t^tts «ftd/ obliged thbit! *ti» gi^ bimr pro#î- 
âuifi, fomej&itees of cotton» ^ttâ twehty Woiftifft^ Wfcto<»ett 
giaid tfk>folk)W»hid). 'I^lft reildfieA 4:if 'tMHfs ftA^ l9e aè- 
<iauntedfof *éîpy tiltt4l¥«lly*'i > -^ • . . > '• 

.. IfT Aorericà l^é men ^ére b * general: àtddïàeâ Wb tiMt 
-âianaelîul kmd 4)f éé^midieiy ^^^ch Otedts fikiifei «nâ ^• 
.jtBrû aftimal inftkia. This depravity htts bè«l attrffiwted 
i>y ûane to lifetwal Weaknéfs> which, htjweier, (HtoM'ra^lér 
li^ to iw ooh«rat*jfc tlieh fflceritiv* to k» t ît «ttdf 4%tf)er fcfe 
iffei'iMl i^ ihe -hetl ^ ^ ^Ikrate ^ ^(^ c«mt^j^t kht fseb. 
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bave for the fofter fex ; the little pleafiire that <c^àn be ex- 
perienced m the arme of a woman hàraffed with laboliir; 
the iiicofiftancy of tafte ; the caprice which excites us in 
ei^ery particular to enjoyments that arc leaft commoTK^ «nd 
iafpires us with certain iaordinate propenfitles to voluptu- 
oufnels) more eafy to be conceived than explained v^h de- 
cency. BefideSj thofe hunting parties, in which the mefti 
were frequently abfent from the women for whole months, 
contributed sdfo to lamiliarisîe men more \(4th -each other. 
This vice is therefore tn thefe countries nothing tnoit thali 
the confequence of an univerfaland violent paffion, which 
even in civilixed nations tramples upon honotir^ virtue, dft- 
«ency, probity, the tiesof confanguinity, and patriotic fetiti- 
ment ; befides, that there are fome anions to which ciyilisi- 
«d people have with reafon attatched moral ideas, that iiever 
have entered into the mmds of favages. 

However this may be^ the arrival of the Earop^^s 
raifed new ideas in the American WiMften. Hiey thre^ 
^fheoifelvts witlioiH rdué^ance into the arms of ^h^fe llbidib- 
ous Grangers, who had * ifi«fed themfelv^ft to cruelty» attfi 
•whole avaricious liaods were imbrued in blood. White the 
Qi^oftunate remains of thefe favagencitions were endeavour- 
ing 10 feparate thewfclfts l"nMn the fwotd that p«rfaed 
itherp by immen& tra^s of delfts, their women»' who j^Ri 
•l^een hitherto too-much negk€ted, boldly tratopliifyg oti tl»e 
^carcafe* of their ^ikiren and of their nvurdered hnfyamh, 
went to feek their deftroyers cvea in thtir camp, in.ofder to 
entice them to Aare the ardent tranfpofta with which th^y 
-were devoured. This furious attachment of the Ametican 
women for the Spaniards, may be reckoned among thte 
fmiita that eontribnted to the eonqueft of the New Wo^l^. 
-Thrfe' women nftialiy fcrved them as guides, frequen%ly 
•procured them fublittencc, and (ometi^s betrayed i^on- 
fpiractes to then. 

. The «oft celebrated of thefe women was nartied'MarÎRpa. 
Though ftte was the daughter of a tolefably -powerful 
'caciqne,'{hê had been red »ûed, by fome fingular events, to 
« ftate of flavery among the Mexicans from her'catlîéft iti- 
"fency. She had been brought, by frefti' incidetts, td Ta- 
4>elco before. the arrival of the Spaniafds. Struck ^h 
Jicr figure and her charms, they foon diftinguifhed her from 
the «ft. *nieirgettcr!d ftirrendered hb heart to her, lind 
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at the fame time excited a warm pafiion ip her breaft- la 
the mid£b of amorous embraces (he readily learot the SpaoiHi 
language. Cortcz, on his pait, fooo difcovcred the in- 
teUigent mind and refolute charaâer of his mifirefs ; and 
not only made her his interpreter, but alfo his advifer. All 
hiftorians agree that (he aÛed a confideraUc part in every 
enterprife againft Mexico. 

,Tbe Spamardi Montezuma was fovereign of the em- 
land at Mexico* ^re when the Spaniards landed there. 

The monarch was foon informed of the 

.arrival of thefe flrangers. Throughout this vaft extent of 
kingdom couriers were placed at different diftanccs, who 
fpeedily acquainted the court with every thing that happen- 
ed in the mod diilant provinces. Their difpatches were 
comuorcd of pieces of cotton» upon which were dehneated 

.the lèverai cireumftances.of the sifiairs that required the at- 
tention of government. The figures were intennixed with 
hieroglyphic charaélers, which fupplied what the art of the 

.painter had not been able to exprefs* 

It was to.be cxpedled, that a prince who had been raifed 
to the throne by his- valour, who had extended his empire 
by conqueil» who was in poiTelfion of numerous and 
difcipllned armies, would either fend to attack^ or would 
have marched himfelf to difperfe, a handful of adventurers, 

,who dared to Inftil and plunder his dominions.. But this 
ilep was negled^ed ; and the Spaniards, who had always an 
irrefidable. turn to' the marvelloMS, endeavoured to explain» 
by having reco^rfe to a^miraclc, a conduâ fo evidently opj- 
poflte to thç charaâer of the monarch> and incçmpatîbb 

.with his.fuuMic^n, . The waiters of this fuperiUtiçus.oacioii 
have, not fc^ruj^ed to declare to .the whole uulvcrlé, that a 
Çl^Jie bdor^ |the;difcov€;ry of thf»Ne>y 'VV'orld,. it had beef 
foretold to the Mexicans, that an invincible; people (rom 

,|hç ^aJB: ^ouldfogn cpme. among, tlvemi ,whq woulda in â 
PjpnKu^bl^ an4 .J^cr^iMe.jmsw^ avçng^ t^K^gods jrritated 

.|^y_t^cir.n>ofl inoJf^ fCçimès, and partiçylariy that vice 
which is moft 'rcp,qg95M?V^<i°**^f*. Tbis fatal .pjcedïâioi 
«;ipn^ tbf» (?yfc, ^4rM^»n.ate4 tliq uijdjçrftampM; of. Mon- 
tpjùma^. ^. J&y ^hia iffipofl^urc^ ^l^çy imagined tb^t they fhojuld 
gain the dout)le advantage of juftlfying their ufurpatioQS, 
and making heaven anfwerable for a part of tjicir qruclti^ 
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This abfurd fable has for a long time obtained credit among 
fome perfons in both hemifpheres» and the infatuation is not 
fo furprifiog as might at firft be imagined. The reafons of 
it will be made evident by a few refleélions. 

Ancient revolutions, the period of which is uneertàîn, 
have fubverted the earth ; ana the fcience of aftronomy de« 
monftrates the poffibility of thefe cataftrophes, of which 
the natural and moral hiftory of the world furniflies us with 
a multitude of inconteflible proofs. A great number of 
comets are moving, in all direâionsy round the fun. The 
motions of their orbits, far fram being invariable, are 
evidently changed by the adlion of the planets. Several of 
thefe bodies have pafled near the earth, and in^y poffibly 
have (truck againft it. This event is not likely to happen 
in the courfe of one year, or even of one century : but the 
probability *of it incieafes fo rïiuch from the number of the 
earth's revolutions, that it may alifioft be afferted, that this 
planet has not always efcaped the (hock of the different 
comets that have traverfed its orbit. 

Such a circumftance muft have occafioned inexpreflible 
ravages upon the furfacc of the globe. The rotatory axis be* 
ing altered, the feas would abandon their former pofitioii to 
precipitate themfelves towards the new equator ; the grèât- 
eft part of the animals would either be drowned by' tn<6 (fe- 
luge, or deftroyed by the violent Ihodc given to the earth 
by the eomet; and whole fpecies muft have bteii annl- 
hàâtèd ; fqch are the difafters which a comet muft have 
jptoducéd. . ' ' ,' ; 

Independent of this general caufe of dcvaftatian, earthy 



pam, attd confcqùently'thé fitu'ation of the pol^"u)Jali 
whÎ6h ît rotates. The waters of the fea, jîîfplâced by thcife 
changes^ muft have quitted one trad of land 'to ^dçu^y 
^nother^ and muft have caufed thafe înundsftîo^' and 
fticceffive deluges which have in all parts l^fî^Vîfiblé"'marîc$ 
^f tuih and dévaftation, or lafling-memori^ls'çftHçif fatal 
2iF^ in the annals or traditions of mankjnd.^' '' ";' ^ " 

This perpetual ftnigglc'of one-elètnènt wfth ^ther; of 
iite earth in^dfipe the waters hi lier inttrnaV <^àvitiea't and 



"ft 
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et the fea encroaching upon, and fwgllowing up, laigc 
traâs of land ; this eternal conteft fubfiiUng between two 
elements apparently incompatible, but in reality infepar- 
ablc from each other, expofes the inhabitants of the globe 
to evident dangers, and fills them with apprc^heniioos con- 
cerning their fate. TTie lively recolledtiion of paft, na- 
turally infpires a dread of future changes* Hence the 
univerfal traditions concerning dc;Iuges in the earlier, ages, 
and the expediation of the future conflagration of the 
world. The violent agitations which have been fdt in 
every part of the globe, earth<|uakes occafioned by inuniia- 
tions,L or volcanoes produced by thofe convulfions, excite 
and keep up terror m the minds qf men* This terror has. 
been dinufed» and' received' the fanéliôn of every ,fyftem of, 
ftiperftition ; and it is obf^rved to operate mpft ftron^ in 
countries^ fuch as i^merica, where the veftiges of thefe 
revolutions of the globe arie- mofl remarkable and moft^^ 
recent. 

Man, once pofTefTed with fèar^ confîders a iinglé calamity 
as the parent of a thoufand others. Earth and heaven fecm 
equally to confpire his ruin : he imagines that he vkwt; 
<!eath both above and beneath him : he looks upon evenlSy 
which accidentally happen at the fatqe junélure, as con^ 
ne6led in the nature and order of things ; and} as eicry 
tranfadion on this globe muft neceflkrily appear under the 
afpe^ of fome conilell'^tion, the liars arp accufcd of having; 
a (hare in every calamity, the caufe of which is uxiknown ; 
and the hun^am miqd^ which has ever b^en. bewildered in. it» 
inquirlçs cencerning the origin, of evij, has been led" to fop- 
pole, that certain, fimilâf ll,tuations of the planets, however 
common, have an immedij^te and' neceff^ry influence <m. 
ajl revolutions happening at the time, or foon after fuc- 
çeêdipgj 

Political events,, in particular, on account of their great- 
er importance to mankind, have ever been qonfickred* as 
iXiQTC imniediatcly depending on the motion of the ftars, 
Henpehaye arifen falfe prcâid^îons, and the terrors they 
have infplred ; terrors which, have always diflurbed the 
^irtjiji. ï^nd of which ignorance is the caufe, atthefjun^ 
timç that it regulates the àegree of them. 

Though Montezuma, as well as many other perfbns, 
mtghtkpoi&bly have been affe£led with this difeafe of the 
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^ttffi9/D mii|d^,thfUje b no.circuxnftance tha|,^9a îndiiçe u»t<è 
imppt$^. thîf^ pf ev^iling weak^efs to hîtp. His political) çot^ 
dtt^ ho>;^^K wa^ opt the wifer on this account. Çince 
tbÎ8 prince* hf|d l^c^n upon tjt^e throne, be^ h^d no longer 
dUpls^yed any of thofe taleatj^ that had placed him upon it* 
Sunk m a (late o£ ef^emjnaqy and indolence;» he defpifed hii| 
^bjeéi^ and oppreHied l^if. tributariea. His mind waa fo 
d^{e4iaf)d corrupted^ t^iat even the arrival of the Spaoiardli 
QQ^ld not rouie him into adUoo. He wafted in nçgoçian 
tjufo» thç. uix|e.he (hpuld h<iy;e cnfploy<4 ÎO: combat,, a^id 
mÙ^d to. fendt av<ay» l^den with preCcntSt enecftie^» hi^ ojighfr 
to^av^; deilripyed* Çprtezi» tp,who<n this^fupiRenefe wa9 v^ry^ 
Cqovenient». pmitted npthing û^t ipight cootribiit^ to eDf% 
cojffage ip% and ajiways treated with Qna on th^ moÀ friend* 
ly terms. He declared, that hewtast^ut nterely with Qf*. 
dars, tq ho|^. ^ cpn^cre.ncç.^ith the powei£u^ eniperor of 
jjfesiçoi op the paft of the.gre^eft ipqnarch pf^ the Eaft* 
'V^etiever he^w^^ R^T^flcd to re-cnabark, he aVay.s repr^feiit». 
ej^.that 1)0 am^ailadpi: bad eves been difmifTed without beîirg- 
a4oii^cd to an au^iem^e. ^t length the deputies^.f^ndiug hini 
ipÀexibje». ^eré obUged,. sK^cording to thei^ io^rudliopsi toi 
Y^Yfi reçourfe to.menacesp. and fpoke in higb tenps oj the 
opi^enoe^ aod ftrength of their çoui^try. Cqi^cz, the%. 
mfïdnffto his foldiers, told tl^em^ " This is ci^ai^ly .^ii^hat 
we wllned to meet with, great dangers and grea); we^th^"» 
J^ i^ad theo completed all hisipr^paratilyefi, and gained 
^ry informatioa that wa» ueceilaiy* Refolyed therefore 
to conquer ot.tp perish* he fet fire to alji his fhip% and 
direâed his, march tawardc the capital of the cmpirc^i 

In his w^y he met with the, republic oC Tlafcala» whipki 
had ever been at enmity with thq Mexic^OiSy who waintQ<^ 
tp-nmHc kSvU^Q. to their. empire* Corte^, t>ç^t doubting 
hut that they would favour hjs projeté, denp^qded. per*. 
çiiSon to pais thvpugh their. qoHOtjryy vi^d propofed s^ 
alliance* A p^ople> wrhç had prohibited/then^fçiv^s â-oo^ 
holding alxnpft any kind of intcrcourfe with tbein n^ighr 
boerst. aiid whotn^his ui^ociable prindple had aqcuftopedi 
to a genera^ miftruflf could not be favourably inclined to* 
ftrang^rs^ whofe. manner vf»$ imp^^^^ious^ and who had fig- 
naljzed their arrival by inlults ottered to the godi^ of thc^ 
country. Accordingly they rejeâed» witlK)uti hçûta^ieny. 
the two pçapç^fajs that wepe made .to them. The furpri$ng 
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«dcmiiitt gfWn .of the Spaniards aftoilifhcd t!ie ^habitafits 
of Tlafcala/ but did* not difoftir theih% ThcY^fou^ht four 
1^ or iîte battles ; in one* ^ MHiich the Spaai»!^ troops were 
laobni. ' Corte» was ObK]Ml tôintrencTi hîm&lf ; and the 
IiidtafiSi wiio wanted noifun? but arms td make ttiem nào- 
riousy- rttihed to deatlv upon his breaft-wof^ca. ' 

Anotheiv circumiUuicey which éontnbotdi nôt^lîttit to 
the defeat of the-Tbicfiilaos» was a certain pohit of honour, 
diébited hf thcfeeVngS of common humanity»' adopted by 
the Greeks at the fiege of Trey, aiid by (ome'pcopk amo^ 
^e Gauls, and efla^KAicd amda? federal nations. This 
mtB' the dread and difgrace of iuffering the dead ' or the 
wounded to be carried off by^e enemy; An*attentioa to 
this point occafioned acontmual eonfofion • ifi their ranks, 
and abated the Tigonr t»f their attacks, r . - •< - 

• A political' conftitatiody which 'coiâd not be expeAed to 
have been found in the New Woirld, had been eftabUffied in 
this region. The country was divided infQ feveral*^f- 
triélst over which princes prefided with the title of cadqoei. 
They kd their fubjeéls to war, levied taxes, and admHuftcr- 
ed juftice: bitt it «was necelFary that tbdrlaws aaé fedîâi 
ftouki havetihe fanéUon of the fenatae of Tlafcah, în which 
the fupreme authority reided. ' This body was 'eonpofed 
of cttizenst chofen out of each diftriâ by aft aflbmbly of 
thepeo|de. 

• The nierais of the Tlafcalans were extremdy rigid* 
Falfehood, filial ingratitode, ancf foddmy, were pUniued 
with death. ' Theft, adultery,' and ifrunke^inefs, wete ab> 
horred i and' the peHbnr guilty «of the(b crimes were baiiA- 
ed*- Polygamy was tolerated *by-law. Their dtmate led 
to it, and the govemmoit' encourage It. ' 

. Military merit hete, a» in all uncivilized (kates, or fach 
as afpire to conqueft, was in the higheft eftimation. In 
their warlike expeditions they carried in their quivers two 
arrows, on which were^engraved the figunes of tWo of tbetf 
ancient heroes. They began the engagement by ^Mar%* 
iflg one of thofe arrows, which it was a point of honoorto 
recover. In their ^owns..they wor^ a Areft, whioh 1^ 
laid afide when they went to battle. They were cdebnted 
for funpUdty and fmcerity in their public tratties, and fer 
the veneration they paid to old men» 
Thdr country» though uneven, of no great extent, tué 
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only nuxkrately fertile, waâ ftiil very populous, UdenUy 
«rdl cultivated» and the Inhabitants were happy. 

Such were the people whom the Spaniards dlTdained to 
acknowledge to be of the fame fpecies with tbemfehrcs* 
One of the qualities of the Tlafcalans» which excited their 
contempt the moft« was Uie love of liberty. They fancied 
that thefe people had no form of government» becaufe it 
was not Veiled in a Ei^le perfdn ; no police» becaufe it dif- 
fered from that of Madrid ; no virtues» becaufe they were 
not. of the Came religious pevfuafioa ; and no underftandiog» 
becaufe tbey did not addpt the fame opinions. 

Perhaps» no people have ever been fo firmly attached to 
thess national prejudices» as the Spaniards were at that 
liiQe» and as they ftffi continue to be. . By thefe préjudices 
all their fentiihents were dictated» their judgn^entsinfhiencedy 
and their chara^ers formed. The ftrong and ardent ge* 
mas tbey derived from nature ferved only to affift them iit 
iarentlog^ fophifms to confirm them in their errors. Never 
waa the perverfîon df human rtafon maintained in a more 
dogm^ical» determmed» obftinate» and fubtile» manner s ncr 
.was their attachment to their cuftoms lefs ftrong than to 
tlteir pf ejadices. They thought no people in the world wei« 
if^elligea^» enlighteiled» and virtuous» except themfel vet* 
This national pride», carried to an excefsof infatuatioit be« 
y<md example» would have incUoed theih to confider Atfaei» 
in the fame Qontempttious light as- they Tlafeala. . They 
would hafre treated tlic Chinee, as Wutcs» and have every *> 
where left aiat^ks of ^trage» opprc ffion» and deveftatiod. ~ 

Thi^ ha/nghty and imperious turi» KÂxàvoà did aot^ how^^ 
ever» {}!*event the Spaniards from making an alliam% 
with the Tlafcalao^ whc^/unttftgèd them- with fix thoufand 
tapops to coflduft tlfcfiirjmaich». asal afltâ: thera in thefiretf* 
terpcife^ . ' > i V 

t.]t^iTH jthtscFtdoforccmenW Cortcvad* The Sp4maféb^ 
'fme^ îtOiWiat^iMcstcoy tbtoi^. » IsrtiJè afbr-hé^àg m* 
isowili!^. well wiBt}trc<^'v.a«lr6oiFefrçdflr«rilii uédm^d' rktm^ 
4«{iodi^.iciiktyatQi fkldai^v»llagts»«a«dgai>H; .y<!é(^ 

9tRiiM»^]nmiaei9t(Bu«ofi«. 1 iBifdMl-^he. firi^amMi^ 
brighteft ^nmàgéy-ànè'SciàM^^tii^nqn^' mi0ti»§iMe i0i* 
ipùcmit ' iippfiirêcb:»n - grcnt-r abuadaure, r r / vu ! ■ 
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Nature differed from herfelf onty in aiFumîng a more agree- 
able and richer drefsC The temperature of the air, and the 
continual, though tolerable heat, prcferved the earth in a 
cosnftant verdure and fertility. On the fame fpot were feen 
' trees covered with blolfoms, and others with delicious fruits ; 
and the corn that was fown in one field was reaped in 
another. 

The Spaniards feeroed to be infen^ble to the beauties of 
fo new a fcene. They faw that gold was the common or- 
nament of the henfes and temples ; that the arms, fami^ 
ture» and perfons, of the Mexicans were adorned with the 
fame metal. This alone attraéled their notice, like Mam- 
mon, whom* Milton de fcribes as forgetting the divinity in 
heaven itfelf, and having his eyes âways fixed upon its 
golden porcheSk . - 

.Monteauma's wavering difpofition, and, perhaps, the 
fear of ftainring his former glory, prevented him fTx>m1narcfa- 
ifyg agaiafl: the Spaniards at their arrival, and from joining 
tbe Tkfcalan«^ who had behaved with greater courage 
than h& had done ; and, lafUy, from attacking conquerors 
who were. fat iglied with their own viébories. He had con- 
tented, himfelf with endeavouring to divert Cortez from 
htf deUgn . of viiiting hit capital, and refolved at laft to 
introduce '.him into it himfelf. Thirty kiiigs or princes 
vnerefubjëâ'to his dominion, many of whom were able to 
bring a numesous ^rmy into the fields - He pofieffed con- 
iiderable riches, and his poV^er was abfblute. It appcan 
that bis iubjeéis were* intelligent and induftrious. They 
were alfo a .warlike people, and had high notions of 
honour* 

,« Had the emperor of Mexico known ^ow to avail himfdf 
of thefe advantages, the fceptre cotdd never have been 
wreâed out of hands. But this prince, forgetting what be 
owed to himfelf and to his ftation, did not ihew the l^fl 
fign of courage or abiHty« . When he might have cruihed 
the Spaoiards witk his whole force, not withftanding their 
fupenoricy in <itfcipline and- arms, he rather chofe to have 
recourfe to. perfidy* ' < ..: 

While ho loaded them with prdfenta, catefles^. and every 

token of rçfpeô at Mexico, ahc^avedordftrrto attack Veia 

Cruz,^ acolQuy tbe.Spaniards hadieftabliihed upon the ffot 

; where tkej. ]anded|..with a.vîeiw of. feciiring their retreat, 

and of bemg &rniihed with fupplies. Cortez acquainted 
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his companKHis with the news, and bid «to thcnii f < Itit 
f^ abfolutely neceiTary to furprife thefe barbarians with fome 
** extraordinary exploit ; I am refoWcd to fei)se^tbQ.ea3f>er<r 
" or, and make «lyfclf roafter of his perCon.'*' This deitgn 
being approved, he inliantly marched with his -officers to 
Moatezuma's palace* and told him he muft either follow 
him, or die. Thé prince» whofe pufiUanimity could only 
be equalled by the ra(hne£3 of his enemies, refigned hlmfelf 
into tbeir hands. He wa» obliged to confent to the punifh« 
•ment of the generals, who had aâed only in obedience 4o 
, his «rdets ; and completed his difgraccy by fubmitting to . 
do homage to the-king of Spain. 

In the nadd of thele fuccefies, intelligence was received^ 
that Nacvaez had ju(t arrived from Cuba with eight huiip 
dred infantry, fourfcore cavalry, and twelve pieces of can- 
non, in order io take the command of the army^ aad to 
punifh the refradory»- Thefe forces had been fent by 
^ Velafquez, wjio was diffatisfied that a few adventurers» ient 
out ttnder his aufpices, fhould have negledied all imercoorfe 
with him, declared themfelves independents of his aiithority» 
and feot .deputies into^ Enrope, to obtain the confirnvatioa 
of thofe powers they had arrogated to themfelves. Al- 
though Cortez had no more than two hundred and -fifty 
men, he. marched up to his rival, engaged, and took him 
prifoner. He , obliged the vanquifticd to lay dpwa -their 
..Arms, but afterwards Teftored them, and propofed that they 
(ihould follow him. He gained their a&âions by his (con- 
-lidence and magnanimity. ; and thefe foldiers enliiled under 
hts^ ftasdard. He inflantly marched back with them to 
Mexico, where he had not been able to leave more than 
fifty Spaniards, who with the Tlafcalans clofely guarded 
the emperor. 

C(»mmotions were excited among the nobility of Mexico^ 
whofte indignation was raifed at the captivity of their 
prince; and the indifcreet . zeal of the Spaniards hating 
proiyipted them to difiurb a public fetiival, celebrated in 
honour of thé' deities of the eoa«tty, by deftroying their 
altars, and making a ms^ifacre of the worfiiippers «and priells, 
the people had been proToked to 'take v^ arms- 

The Mexioans had a number of barbarous fuperftitions ; 

. and «their priefts were monfters, who made the'nM>ft fcandal' 

ous abufe of that abominable worHiip, which the bad im- 
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M&dnpoa the aredoUly of tht^ people. Tbcy ackoow- 
mégeAf like all other ctviUccd nations» a Supreme Bemg» 
•od a future iiate of rewards and puniih^eatjs^ Uut tbefe 
fublime doarincs were difgraccd by a mtftture of rabfurdi- 
ties, which deftroycdtlicir credibility.. 
' The.<religfo«€ f^çftem of> the Mexicani taaght^jthem to 
eiepeâ the filial cataftrvphe of the iN>rld at Uie coocUifioii 
of every ceatury ; and that year was diftinguifhed ^rp^gh- 
out the wholt empire by erety mark of grief and cenftcr- 
imttoa« 

f' The Mextoans invoked inferior powers in the fame inao- 
ner as other nations have iniroked gçtûif caims, manitous, 
angdsr- and 'fetiches» Tbeloweft of this Gla& of dekies 
■had aâltheiv temples, images, fua6^ioBS» anddîftîndl autho- 
Ytiry affigned theaii with the power of working miracles. 
' Tkt hhxie^nê had alfo their holy water to fpnnUe the 
^eopk ; and the emperor drank^ of it. PilgnmageSy pn>- 
ceffons, and doaattoae to the priefts, were efteemed aôs of 
piety I and they were no ftraagers» to expiattoa^ penance^ 
«Dortificalionsy and abftinencew They- had fooie fuperfti- 
ttons obfervasoes pecoHat to themfti«es* A flavewas an- 
ilually ohofen, and-fhut up in the teoftple ; to him they.paid 
âdét^iedy oÉetied incenfet invoked -him as- a diety« a&d 
^nckded the fcetie by putting him to death with great 
. folcmnity. . ... 

Another pteceof ftiperftitiony of^ which no tFacê& are to 
Ite^ found in any other country^ was this: oa certain days 
the prieft made a ftatue of pafte,, wluch-they feat to the 
'oven ta be baked ; they then» placed it upon aa altar» where 
it'iyeean^é a- divinity. Upon this day iaoumefable crowds 
«^^f^peoplr flocked to the temple. The prieHs cut the fta- 
coe In pieces, and diftributed of it to all the perfons in the 
lâCrêmMyy who ate it% and thought they wece faaétified by 
^tï»aUo^ng their god. 

It Was certatiÂ^ more eligible toeat gods than mea : and 

yet the Mexicans facrificed their prifoners- of war in the 

' «emple'ofthe goji of battles.- Thcpmfts, it sa £ud^ after* 

"> watkls^ ate thehi^f and fent portions to the emperor, and the 

/^rinc^Lkid» of nht- realm» rWhen [peace had laftedToae 

thn^ the prieite took care t^ havf tt infipaated to the em- 

poroàj thktHhegodawerehungiTri and war was commenced 

vrkh no oèher vjçw than to mak^' prifoners* 

Such a fyftem of religion was, m every view, odious and 
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terrible ; and all its cercHvônies were of a difmal aad bn- 
gainaiy cafl. It kept mankknl perpetually in awe, was 
Ccdculated to make a people crueU and to give the. prieila 
an unlimited authority. 

Thefc barbarous abfurditiea* though they jnight juftly 
excite the deteftation of the Spanâards» could' not juitify 
their attempts ta ftrpprefs them l^y the greatest ertiektes» 
JTfaey c6old not juftify them in )ittackiag and murderÎQg « 
people aifembled in the principal temple of the capital; 
or in afTafQnating the nobles in order to feize upon their 
p^efBons. ' ^ 

On hfe return to Mexico» Cortes found the .Spaoîavdi 
befieged on the fpot where he had lefxthem. It was a 
fpace of fufficient extent -to contain the Spaniavda aod their 
allies, and ftirrounded wttfi a thick wall» upon whidi 
were {placed towefs at different dîitftncesé The «rttUcry 
had been difpofefd in the befi manner' poi&bJe ; and the ierr 
TÎee had been always executed with as much regularity and 
vigilance as in a befieged place,- or in the nioft expofc^ 
camp. The general was not able to make liis way into 
this kind df forti^fs, till after he had encoontered many 
d^culties; and when he had at length got into it»' the 
danj^ers ft ill continued. Such was the obftinate fury of^tbe 
natives of the country, that they expofed tbemfelves to ibe 
xi(k of penetrating through thé embrafures of the ciimioli^ 
into the afyltim which they wiihed to force* 
' In order- to relieve tbemfelves from fo defparate a fitiift» 
*tion, the Spaniards had recourfe to fallies: \9rhidk were 
focceftfltil, without bdng decifive; The Mexicaifs gave 
probfs of eiLtf^rdinary courage. They cheerfully devoted 
ihemfelve» to certain death. Naked and ill-annedp they 
were ieen to throw tbemfelves into the mnks of the Spani- 
ards, with a view of making their arms ufelefs, pr wteftifig 
them out of their hands. They were all ready to peviih, 
IB order to refcue their country from tfce yoke of thefe 
foreign ufurpers. 

The mott bloody engagement was fodght upon an emio- 
encc which the American* had feized» *«d from whence 
they overwhelmed all that prefentcd tbemfelves with fhow^rsi. 
of arrows, more or lefs deftru^ive. The. pfirty charged 
with diflodging them, was three times repiiHed. Cortez 
was initatea h^f this refiilaftice, and though nmdi wounded;. 
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rffolvcd to take the attack upon hîmfélf. Scarce had he 
got pofTelTion of this important poll, than Itwo young Mexi- 
can* threw down their arms, and came over to him as de* 
ferters. Placing one knee on the ground in a fuppUant 
pofture, they fprang upon him with extreme quickr^efs, and 
feized him in hopes of making him perifh hy dragging him 
away along with them. Cortez, cither by his flrength 
or dexterity, difengaged himfelf from them ; and thç 
two Mexicans died 'the vidims of this noble but friikfef» 
enterprife. 

This, and many other exploits, which fhewed equal 
courage, made the Spanîanîs delirous of coming to terms 
«f accommoda tfcn. At length Montezuma, ftill a prifon- 
er, confented to become* the inftrument of his people'» 
flavery ; and, in all the pomp of the throne, he made his 
appearance upon the wall, to perfuade his fubje6ls to dif- 
continue hoftilîties. Their relentment convinced him that 
-his reign was at an end, and he was mortally wounded by 
tlïe fhower of arrows tliey difcharged at him. 

This tragical event was followed by a new arrangement 
of things. The Mexicans^ at length perceived, that their 
plan of defence and their plan of attack were equally de- 
fective ; and refolved to do nothing more than intercept the 
^roviiions, and reduce by famine an enemy, whom the fope- 
riority of their difcfpline and of their arms rendered io^ 
▼incible. Cortez no fooner perceived this change of mea- 
-fiire^, than he thought of fccuring a retreat among the 
Tlafcalans. 

The execution of this projejSl required great drfpatcb, 
impenetrable fecrecy, and well-concerted mtaiircs. The 
march was begun in the middle of the night : the army was 
filently filing off along a bank, when the rearg^iard was 
attacked by^a numerous body, and the flanks by canoes dif- 
-tributed on each fide of the caufeway. If the Mexicans, 
who had a greater number of troops than they could bring 
into a6lion, had taken the precaution to place fome at the 
-«itremity of the bridges which they had priidently broken, 
*^llvt}ie Spaniards, and their allies, would h^ve pcrifhed in 
t\^ bloody engagement. Fortunately for them, the ene- 
my knçw not how to avail himfelf of all his advantages ; 
aqith^ at. length reached the borders of' the lake, after 
:having unplergonq a variety of incredible d.angers and fa- 
tigues. The confufion they were in^ilill cx'pofed them to 



M ru VA THE: EAST AND WEST- INDfES. 343 

a total deftaty whea thcy were rdicvcd from this danger br 
a freà error of th^ enemy. 

No fooner had the xngroing dawn difcqvered to the Mexi- 
caosthe field o{ battle» of which they, were mafters» than 
they perceived among the flain, a fon and two daughters of 
MontezttiQaj whom the Spaniards were carrying off with 
fbmç other prifoners. - This fight chilled them with hotror. 
The idea of having maflacred the children, after having fu*- 
criâced the father» waa too violent for men» enfeebled. and 
enervated by a habit of blind obedience» to be able to bear. 
They were afraid of adding impiety to regicide \ and em- 
ployed in Idle funeral rites the time they owed to the pre^ 
lenration of their country. 

. During this interval» the beaten army» which had loft its 
artillery, ammunition» and baggage» wi^i five or îix hundied 
Spaniards» and two thoufand Tlafcalans» and which had 
fierce a foldier remaining that was not wounded» was re- 
fuming its march. The enemy foon purfued» harafied» and 
at length furroupded it in the valky of Otumba. The can- 
nonade» and the firing of the fmall arms» the pikes and 
fwords, did not prevent the Indians, all naked as they were» 
from advancing and charging their enemies with great fury. 
Courage was juft upon the point of yielding to numbers» 
when Cortez himfdf determined the fortune of the day. 
He had been informed» that in this part of the new \^rid 
the £ate of the battle depended upon the royal ftandard* 
Thefe colours» the form of which was remarkable» and 
which were never brought into the field but on the moft 
ii^portant occafions» were at no great di(\ancefrom him* 
jie immediately ruAed forward» with thebraveft ,of his 
companions» to take them from the enemy. One of thedi 
feized and carried them Into the Spanifh ranks. The Mexii 
cans immediately )oil all courage ; aud throwing dowÀ j 
their arnas» betook themfelves to flight; Cortez puriued 
his march,; and arrived in the country of Tlafcala vâtheut 
9ppofitio.nfc 

Cortez did not relinqulfh either the The Spaniafé^ 

defign or the hopes of fubduing the em- employ otH^r x 

pire of Mexico ; but he adopted a new mians for fitk» 

plan, and propofed to make one par|: of du'mg Meoddf'-- 1 

thé ^ihabitan^s aflift him in the redu6ifon . witi^rfuccff^i^ ^ 
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of the other. The form of the Mexkan gpvermnienty t^e 

cufpoution of ^he people, and the.fkiution of thedtyi &- 
▼oured his projeél and facilitated the eicecutioa of it* 
' The empire was eledive, and certaio princea or caoclqiic» 
were the eleâors* They ufually chofe one çf their own .bo- 
dy. He was^bh'ged to tai^e ao oath» that» fo long aw he 
l^ued the throne, the rains ibould faH in due feafoiiy the ri* 
vers cânfe ik> inundatiotts, -the fields be exempt from fterili- 
tfi aftd t))at ifiaAkind (hould n0t4)e. deftrojed ^ t;he mahg« 
nant eA:6is' of a contagiout air. Thi» euftqm may bare 
had Tome reference to a.theocratfcd gOYenraient^ the traces 
of which are "ftill to be found atrooft.&mong aU nationaio'lthe 
world. It might Hlcewife probably be the lotentioo ôf^ài» 
whimfical oathi to intimate to the «ew £bvereigii« thati sft 
the misfortunes of a ftate al(i\oft always arife- from .wroiig 
meafares'of adminiftration, his government ous^ to be 
condoétèd with fuch moderation ^nd wi.fdom, that puWc 
calamities might never 4)e cbixfidered as the-confequçôcesof 
his imprudence, or as the juft punifhmentof hlsliceiitioùf« 
nefs. According to the: admirable, tenor of their lawsr 
merit was the only title to the crown : but fuperâjtioR had 
giten the priefts a confiderable influence in ^their ^eôions. 
On hi^tkcceffioo to the thirone, the emperor was obliged to 
make war, aild tb offer the prlfonersto the gods.> 'Hui 
prince, though eleâive, had anf abfolute 'authority, as there 
were no written laws } and he was at Hberty to make what 
akeratlons he chofe in the old cuftoms. Almoft aU the 
forms oi^ jofticc, and ceremonies of the tourt, had the fanc- 
tion 6f tetigioQ. The fame crimes that are punished in afl 
other pfeces were punifhable by the laws ; but the criminals 
were often faved by the interpofitioti of the priefts* There 
wêhé two laws which had a tehdency to dcftroy thé îhiiôcent, 
and to' 'mate the Mexicaire bend tinder ihc double yoke of 
•tyrwihy àttd fuperftitiott. ' Bythefe laws, pcrfona offending 
agaifift'théfÉtnâtity of r^ligidn, or the toj'éfty of the prince, 
were ôondcmned to death. It is eafy to difcera how mudi 
laws of fo little prccifioil might afford opportunities of |;ra- 
ti^*^ priv^ite revaige, oir of prôitaotîng the înterëftèd views 
of'prieftsand^courtiersi • ' ' ' '" 

The fleps by whfch private rfien obtained the rank of no- 
'b?Ht)r» aiïd the TiJbility roïetô ^ofts of honour, were bra-. 
very^ piety» atidgèrftvèranfe*'.' ïh the temples a more pain- 



Qdsk FI. IN tHE XXST AND 5^feST INDIES. Ç45 

* ■ 

fill novîcîate wa» prcfcrib'cd thah in the artny ; an4 the no- = 
bïèsy who had andergone fuch hardships to obtain their dit* 
tînéiions, Tubmittcd to tlie mcaneft employments in the pa- 
lace of thV emperors. " , .. 

*^Arnon^ the great numbers of vafials in Mexico^ .Cortez- 
conchided there might be fothe who would be rea^dy tO- 
fliàke off the yoke and join the Spaniard». He had re- 
marked that the Mexicans were hôldcn in great detelUtiou - 
by the petty ftates that were'fubjed to the empire, and tliat 
the emperors- exercifed their authority with cxtremç. feve-- 
rityV He hadhkewife obferved, that the provinces in gc-, 
neral difliked the reh'gion of the metropoh's, and that eveq,, 
if! Mexico the nobility and perfons of fortune, whofe in- 
ter cdurfe with fociety had abated the force of their preju* 
dices, and fo&encd their popular manners, had loiL their, 
attachment to this mode of religion ; and that mai>f of the^ 
nobility were difgufted at the low fer vices exacted of them^ 
by their mafters. * 

After Côrtcz;had been fslenlly deliberating upon hiç- 
great proje<fts, and bringing them to maturity, during fix. 
months, he tnarched out of his retreat, attended by five 
htmdred and ninety Spaniards, ten thoufand Tlafcalans, and! 
f|Br.e other Indians, bringing along with them forty horfes,, 
and eight or nine field- pieces. His march towards the cc^i— 
tre of the Mexican dominions was eafy and rapid.. The- 
petty jiations,, which might have retarded or embarrafled it^, 
were ail eafily fubdued, on voluntarily furrendered them- 
felves to him.. Many of the diflriéls in the neighbourhood 
of the capital of. the empire were alfo forced to yield to* 
him, . or fubmitted of themfelves. . ' 

SuccefTes calculated, to aftoni/h even the moû prefump» 
tODUS» ought naturally to have attached every individual to , 
the intrepid and prefcient commander, whoff work they . 
w«re ; but this was not/ the cafe.- Among hi* Spaniih^ 
troops, there were rather a confiderable number^. who haî. 
vkept tfp too lively' 2i recpUeélion of the dangers which thcjl' 
had cfcaped with fo much difficuky ; .and. who wcjre beconae -, 
traitors,, from the dread of thofe they had (liU t^ eâcôuii-i-: 
ter. They agreed among themfelves to affaffiuate their^- V 
neral, and to give the comtnand to .^ perfon wl>a,wouti) 
abandon projéâs which appeared, ta thej^a^x^r^vagant; fvdw 
woulid.takCv.prudcnt meafureé for ttcir prefervation., TJie- 
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treafon wnff-jnfttipon' the point jof being carried into execu»-. 
tibdy when remorfe induced ode of the coafpirators to 
thro;w himfelf at the feet of Cortez. Immediately this bold 
man, the nrfourccs.of whofe geoius were more and more 
imfoldcd by uncxpeôed 'events', caufed Yillafagna, the 
principal agent in thii dark plot, to be arrefted, ttied» and 
fentenccd, DOt not till he had extorted from- him an accur- 
ate lift of his accomplices. The bufinefs was to difiipate 
the anxiety which fuch a difcovety might occafion. This 
was effeâed» by giving out that the villain bad torn a pa- 
per, which contained, no doubt, either the plan of the 
confpiracy, or the names of the confpirators ; and that he 
had carried his fecret with him to the grave, notwithftand«> 
ing the feverity of the torments employed to extort it firom 
him.' ' « 

In the nieanwhile, the general, in order not to give h» 
troops time to reâeét too much upon what had happened, 
haftened to the attack of Mexico, the grand objedi of hi» 
ambition, and the ultimate end of the hopes of the army : 
the projedl warf attended with great difficulty. 

Mountains, which for the mod part were à thoufand feet 
high, furrounded a plain of about forty leagues. The 
greater p^rt of this immcnfe fpacc was occupied by lakcj^ 
which communicated with each other. At the nortbern 
extremity of the greatcft of thefe, in the midft of a few 
linall iflands, had been' built the mod confiderable city that 
exifted in the New World, before the Europeans had difco- 
vered it. Three caufeWays, of different lengths, but all 
of them broad, and conlhuded with foHdity, led up toit. 
The inhabitants of the (hores, too diftant from thcfe great 
roads, came up .to them in their canoes. * 

Cortez made himfelf mailer of the navigation, by means 
of fonie fmall vefTels, the materials of which had been pre- 
pared at Tlafcala ; and he ordered the dykes to be attacked 
by Sandoval, by Alvarado, and by Olid, to each of whonr 
he diftribuud an equal number of guns, of Spaniih tooops» 
and of Indian auxiliaries. 

Every thing had been dîfpofe'd for iXong time to make 
an bbftin^te . reilRancc. The moans of defence *bad been 
prepared * ty Quetlavaca, who had fnccceded his brother 
Mobtezufcna;' but who had periihed' of the fm«ll-po^ 
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UfQttght iijto tfacCe regions by a jfla^ve belonging, to Narvaez; 
aad when the fiege began, the reins of the empire jwere 
guided by Guitimozin. 

The «àk>it8.of this young priiH:e 'veere all heroic» and all 
prudent. The fire of his look, the elevation of his difcourfej 
aad the brilliancy of^ his courage» made every- imprefllon he 
wiâied upon his people. He difputed the ground foot hf 
foot» and never abandoned a fingle inch of it» till it was 
%rQweâi with the carcafes of his folditrs» and Gained with 
the blood of his enemies» Fifty thoufaod qien» who had 
haftcBed from all parts of tbe empire to defend their «laf- 
ter ana their gods» had periihed by the fword or by fire ; 
Em^ine bccalioned daily inexpreiSible ravages ; to thefe nu« 
xa^rous calamities contagious difeafes had been added» and 
yet» all thefe circumilances had not been capable of fhaking 
the firmnefs of his foul, even for one fingle ioftant.. The 
befiegers» after a number of deilrudlive battles and heavy 
loifes>had at length reached thei centre of the plate, which, 
however, hevdidnot jet think of giving up. He was at laik 
prevailed upon to quit thefe ruins, which could no longer be 
defended, in. order to repair to the provinces, and to caiiy 
on the war there. .In the view of facilitating this retreat» 
ipmt overtujres.of peacç were made to Cortez^ but thisno-^ 
ble artiâce had not thefuccefs that it defer ved; and the ca*' 
noe> in which this generous, and ^unfortunate monarch hafé 
eiz^arked was- takùén by a brigantine. An officer of the 
Spantfhrevenue, fufpeâingthat he had ^ireafures concealed, 
ordered him to ^b&eoiteiided upon red-hoc coals.toi extort s| 
confeillpn. His favourite, «who underwent the fame tor^ 
lure, complaining to him of ■hiâ.fuffering&, the emperor 
faid^ ** am I upon a bed of rx>fes V .An expreiSon equal 
ta any of thofe which hillory has recordcd'aa worthy the 
admiration «f mankind ; an expréfiîon which the Mexicans 
would repeat to their children» if ever thé peilod fhould ar- 
rive, in which the Spaniards (hall expiate the cruelties they 
have «icercifed, and that r,ace of dcilroyèrs fhall be. plunged 
inta the fea, or drowned in their own blood. THèfe people 
might, pephaps» have preferved the aâ:ions of their martyrs» 
and tl^ hidory of t)ieir perfecutions. In thefe it wHl be 
recorded, that Guatiiçozin was dragged half dead from the, 
flainc$> and.that ;hree years after hé was publicly hans:edf« 
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under pretence of big h&ving ^on^irisd agatnftiiis tjrmf 
and executioners. 



t ' 



Idea v;f are io Aft^r ten weeks of abnik^aod regu- 
form of^ MiesÀco lar attack, ivôdi the aiEftanceof îa^wt 
before it fubmit^. a hundred tiioubad lod^tn «^a» aiia^by 
/f//<> ^^ft. the fupenority of their dtfcâplinc» their 

arms, and tlieir- {hijp)»ug« the Spaei^fd» 
at length made themfelvcs ma&ers of Meuop { and \i we 
may credit the accounts they givcf it wm a j&^oificeiis 
city« There were thirty thoufand h^fes, aa munenfe 
number of inbabitàats,.and fome fuperb ediBoes Ufithiii âts 
walls* The fovereign's palace^ built of marUe and ja^yer^^ 
was of prodigious eatent. It was.o<Qatpeatedjwacli hatio» 
ilatues» and fountains; and wa^ f uU of piâwrea» AiHikh, 
though made only of fieath^rss wesè ândy oolotircd* bril» 
liant, and naturaL Moft of the great|«.as well as tbe em- 
peror, had menageries filled with ail the animals of thenew 
continent. Their gardens were fpreftd with plants of eveiy 
fpecies. Every produâion of the foil andciimate that «af 
fparce and brilliant, was an objeâ of hixmry to an opofont 
nation, where nature was beautiful and .thearu^înmcrfeô* 
The temples were numerous^ and in. 0enerd..taagpi6ce«t i 
hut they wei^e ftained- with blood, andlin^ with the heads 
>f the unhappy viâtms that had been. Sacrificed in theau 

One of the |^eate& beauties of thisdau&aling city, wac a 
Square, which was ufually filled with a'.hundlvd thfinfaod 
perfons, overi^pread with tents auul fbops,. where the mtx^ 
chants di^hnfcd all the riches çf the «oaatry» aadiaBtdK 
works of indp%y wrought by the Mçsûcana-. .BMs ^f all 
cplo^rs, brilliant ihells» a pco&ifion^of fiow^rs^ and vaxniis 
pieces ,of workmanship in gold, and eaai^fd^ gate-lbefe 
markets à more beautiful arid fplondid af^araaeei touche 
éye than it is poffible to meet with in the ri(^«0 faka of 
îoirope... : . 

One hundred thoufand fanoes were cpn^fitly-fAUbg 
and repaifing between the city and, tbe ^rdersof.iji»lakesi 
Which were ^riiju^entcd^jwith. fifty c^ka^^i^d Wttka^nwlb^ 
tûdc of towns iiidyiUages, _. , t-, :;v.: 

The reft of the empire, as far as û^ re&«âiMCbfit]ifttiQ«i 
would a]lpW| prefcnted. .the /fa.9i^ {jpiedia^le^ but wi& ihc 
différence that is al^^ys obficrvcdvhe^^ea théc^tai aad 
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aot rvery tetnofier whicb' hàà hb * ëoftimdhication \v{th en- 
li^iteDed people, which knew not the ufe bf ifoh, and had 
not the advantage of writing, which was ignorant oi thgfe 
9n»hY v/hkh' we hwé the ddvaînta^ of being acquainted 
«tth .others^ and of ptaéifHIng them, 'and which ^ae iltu- 
«tieâ la a <&nat« W&ei^ %h« facottiéé t>f tnah tire tipt called 
fbcth by wxHt>| this -nation, we àte told, had rifefi to thfs 
de^rse pf «tninetide by its' gbifuè alone. 

ThÎ8.'k a foHSfJous deferrption, given in an infl^nt of va- 
nity hf « ooaquefAr natnrauy addided to exaggetation, or 
àtcmeà by ^ great fupenorhy which a well-regulated 
iUttt had over die fevag^ regions that had yet been laid 




ico with that in which ltd eoDi^uerors pretend to have fburid 
it, that this can be effe^ed; The deplorable efi«Qs of i 
deftruâivc tyraaay,' and of a long feries of oppreffion, are 
fofficieiitly known. Bat let us call to mind the ravages 
which the barbarians, iffuing from the noilb, formerly 
oomtiifittcd amofig the Gauls and * in Italy. When this tor- 
rent h^d palficdaway, did there not reinam upon the éaitb 
gfeat mooumcnta tiiiich atteiWd^ and do dill attell, thç 
power of the people that had been fnbdued i And does the 
regiots we are tiow- confidering, prefent us with ûich fpag- 
oilceat rums I We muft therefore take it for granted, that 
the publie and private edifices, fo pompoufly deficribed; 
wcra nothing more th»t irregalar maffes of ftotie' heaped 
upon otic another) that the cdiebrated Mexico wa^ nothing 
mat^ thaii a little town, compofedof a ihuhitudc of ruftic 
iiiuar' irregularly difperfed over <a - large fjpacc of gfôùhd | 
aad: that the other places, the grandeer knd beaUty^of whf<^n 
it hat been oflftomary to extol, were fHU thfbrior tb tdid flrft 
of the cities* 

. The labours of men have always been propoitiohed^tô 
dieir* ftren^h, and to the infbrumentu they have inade ule 
df. Wdctiiint the C^ience of mechanics, gnd the in^ehttça 
of ^sc» machines, there tan be lio great; monitmentf cf impg» 
Without a quadrant or a telefeope^ tbetè cani>e'tiû j^réat prô- 
gre(dffladeitiaibronbmy,iibYiredfiènm'dhf^ With«> 

oiit mm, 'there caii èe no hatnmèrs,' lib pinieréj^ ho ànv^îs; 
aoiarg<Mb n<» faws, no '4xts,'iny hatchets^ fia w6fk în met^ 
tlMtrCAiî4efcrve tb'be looked ar^ hoihafonry, no esirpéûtersr 
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or joiners^ work', no archite£lurey no engranng, no fculp* 
ture. With all thefe helps, what time does it not take 
our workmen to feparate from the quarry, raife and carry 
away a block of ftone ? What time to cut into a fquare ? 
And how could this be effeeied without the refources we 
have ? The favage would have, been a man of great under- 
ftanding, who, upon feeing, for the firft time, one of our 
large buildings, would have admired it, not a» the work of 
our ftrength aud induftry, but as an extraordinary pheno- 
menon of nature, which of herfelf ihould have raifed thofe 
columns, bored thofe windows, fixed thofe entablatures, 
and prepared fo wonderful a retreat. It would have been 
to him the mofi beautiful cavern that the mountains woidd 
have ever prefented to his view. 

. Let us ilrip Mexico of all that has been bellowed upon 
it by Êibulous accounts, and wefhall find that this^ coun- 
try, though far fuperior to the f:»vage regions which the 
Spaniards had yet difcovered in the New World, was ilill no- 
thing in comparifon of the civilized nations of the old con- 
tinent* 

The empire was fubjeél to a defpotifm a$ cruel as it vras 
iU-conccrted. Fear, the gr^t fpring of arbitrary govern- 
ments, was fubltituted to morality and principles. The 
chief of the ilate was gradually become a kind of divinity, 
which the moft prefumptuous did not dare to look ap to ; 
and of whofe aâîons* the moil imprudent would 'not have 
ventured to form a judgment. We may readily conceive in 
.what manner citizens purchafe every day, by the faciifice 
of their hberty, the pkafures and conveniencjes of life to 
#hich;they have been accuAomed from their infancy : but 
that people, to whom rude nature oâbred greater happineis 
than that which they enjoyed under the focial compa<à that 
united them, (hould quietly remain in a ftate of ilaveiT^ 
without once thinking that there was nothing more than a 
mountain or a river to cro£«, in order to be free ; thb is a 
circumilaoce that woald.be incomprchentible, if we knevr 
not how much the habit of foperfUtkui degrades the 'human 
race io all parts. ' 

. Several of the provinces, A^ch might be confidered as 
cOQftltuting a part) of this vaft dominion, . goverijed them* 
£elve0 by. their primary lawi^^iand according ta. their ancieol 
maxims. Tnbutarie» mcrdy of the empire> they conti* 
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nued ftill ander the controul of their caciques. .. The obli* 
gâtions irapofed upon xhefe great vafTaU, was to cover or 
to enlarge the frontiers of the ftate» whenever they were 
ordered ; to contribute continually to the public charges» 
originally» according to a fet led rate ; but latterly, ac« 
cording to the neceffîties, rapacity, or caprices, of the 
deipot. 

The adminiftration of the countries, more immediately 
dependent on the throne, was intrufted to fiome of the great, 
who were afiiited in their funétions by qobles of ap inferior 
order. Thefe officers enjoyed, ar firlt, a degree of dignity 
and importance : but they were nothing more than the in* 
ftruments of tyranny, iince arbitrary power had raifed itfelf 
upon tlie ruins of a government- which might have been 
called feudal. 

To each of thefe offices, a portion of land, of greater or 
lefs extent, was attached. Thofc who direded the coun- 
cils,^ who commanded the armies, or whom their employ- 
ments detained at court, enjoyed the fame advantage. Per* 
foos in office changed their dwelling with their occupation, 
and loil it as foon as they returned into private life. 

There were fome poffcffions more entire; wad which 
might be alienated or tranfmitted to pofterity. Thefe were 
few in number ; and mu£k have belonged to citizens of the 
moft diftinguifhed clafs. 

•The people had nothing but commons, the extent of 
which was regulated by the number ofi inhabitants. In 
fome of tfiem the labours were carried oti in a community, 
and the'harvefts were depoiited in the public granaries, to 
be diftributed as they were wanted ; in others, the cultivai 
tors divided the fields between .them, and tilled them for 
their own private ufe ; but the territory was not allowed to 
be difpofed of in any of them.* 

Several diftriâs, more or lefs extenfivc, were covered 
with a kind of bondfmen attached to the glebe, paffing. 
from one proprietor to another, and not being i^le to 
claim any thing more than the coarfeft and moil fcanty ful> 
fiilence. . . ♦ 

The men -ftill more degraded, were the domeftic 
Haves. Their life was efteemed fo coBtem|^ible, that, ac-» 
«ordiog to the accounts of Herrera, one might deprive 
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ihcm of it» wïliout-fâir of being cter profeeuted by ûit 
law. ' . ; 

All the orderB.of the ftate contribotcd to thcfoppoit of 
gOYcroMCDt. In all iJDcicties that «re a littk^ivaticA)» 
taxM are paid in fpccie* The Mexican» were i^orsiâtcf 
thia coaunoa meafure of every kind of Talue, though gold 
and filver were in tKcir pofTeffion. They had indeed b^n- 
to ûifpeâ the utflity of an uolverfal mode of exchange, tùà: 
they already employed the feeds of the cocoa in fome trif* 
Itog detaib of commerce ; but tlte ufe of thefc was much 
limited» and could not he extended to the difcharge of the 
taxes* The dvbts due to the treafury were tbereibre afi- 
paid in kind. 

As all the agents of the public fervice received theh* fa» 
laries in proviû'ons, a part of what was allotted to tbcmt 
waft kept back as their contribution. 

The lands attached to offices, as well as thofe that were 
pofieifed in property, gave to the ilate a part of their pre- 
dtice. 

Beûdc the obligation impofed upor) . all dbmmunittes to 
cultivate a certain extent of foil for the orown, they were 
alfo obliged to cede to it a third part of their harvefts. 

HupierSt fifhermen, potters, painters and all workmen 
without diftiiréUon, gave up the fame portion of their 
induftry every, month. 

Even- the beggars were taxed with certain ^xcd ebntri- 
bâtions, which they were obliged to pay from their lidbour, 
or from the alms they received. 

Agricttlture, at Mexico» was very mfieh èonfi'ncd; 
though it was the only, occupation of the majority of the 
xnhabitanes. Their cares were reftràined to the cultivation 
of matee and cocoa, andithere was even but a fmall qoao- 
tity of thofe productions gathered. Had it been othitiwiff» 
the êrà Spaniards woôld not- fo frequently have been io 
want of fubfiftencc. The imperfeâ ftate of this iirft of the 
arts might be owing to feveral canfes . Thêfe peo^c had 
a ftix>ng pcopenffity to }<)Ienà&i The inftroments they mcde. 
«fe of were faulty. Tltey had. îi<>t* tamed any anînûl» ûàX 
GOiildtiSfttbem kf-théif liAMnlH.- Theii' £elds were rava- 
ged t>y fallow deer, or by wandering people. They were, 
ificeffimtly opprdfed by gdirêrmnent. Is. a word, i&dt totL- 
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tinal cooftitutîôo WM ptittoolâTly- «oik, wiiteh avofe pin- 
hf firom unwholefome and înfufficîent food. 

The taUe of the fiohf of the ndblea, aad of incii în of- 
fiée^vbeftde jtàe ]Mrodoce of the • chafe» and of ûihmg^ wa« 
fapplîed with lurkefs^ iiuèàs, add nibbltSy the only ammakt 
elEfeepirhttk dqgsy.^hich the inhi^kantf of die4e oountrles 
had-hcea-dtk té^mmcÉ : But the provifîcks of the common 
people coofifted ooly of iiiaae^ prepared Jn differefit nan- 
nets; of Jcocoa^ Juiced in-wann ^wtiter» aod feafooed vHUh 
hoocf-^nd^pôiiento ; aml-of^hehcvba^of the ^^Ids' which 
' wese tiet > too: hard, ùf had* 00 bad fmeU* Their diink com» 
jQ^Ud of fome liquor» «bat could not intoxicate. With re<^. 
ipeâ to lisong^iquors, they wei% fo ftriâly prohibked» that 
a peraiîfikin Horn go»er|inif at was tieeeiaiy to be obtaîàed 
lbrvfin§[ thiufi4<«ind it was only gvanted «o old orfickpcr- 
ions. At fome tfoleinmaiee» and in public khourt only, 
every one had.a quantity giaen him proportioned 10 his a^. 
Draskeanefs waa^oi^fidcrect^as the moft odious^ all ficea. 
Perfioos tonviéied of it» were publicly (haved, -and their hou(e 
waSipuUed .d^wn.*' If 4dioy were in any public offcei they 
^crc^eprived of tit, and declared incapabk of ever bdding 
Uoypaft under government. 

Jmc ,Me^ans were almoft generally naked. Their bo- 
die» were painted ; aad their head» ihaded with pluaoes. 
Some bones, or fmall pieces of gold, acconUng to the rank 
of the -perfoasy were faikeaed to their noies and earsr The 
. only dqthipg the women had, was a kind of (hilt which 
came down to the knees, and wasppen at t^ b^aft» Theif ^ 
ehief xnrnaqient coofifted in the arrangement of their hair. 
Ferfon» of fup^rior rank, and even the emperor himfelf* ■ 
were only diftinguifhed from the commonalty, by a kind of 
doak compo(ied of a £q[uafe piece of coupa iaftened on tho 
right fhoulder» 

The palace of th^ prince^ and thofe of the lablca, though 
rathev extenâve, and buik of âpne» had no convenie&oes,no 
ekgaace» nor cren any windows. The people -dwelt ia 
hoto made of ear;^, and covered «dth braaches^-of treee. 
They were prohibited from raifuig thrm -above thegrottn4f 
floor. iSev^end families were frequently heaped togctber-un» 
der the fame roof. • ^ ♦ -' , 

. Ttie furniture waa worthy of the dweUiiigs,. In mod- of 
them, there was no other carpeting bù; mats, no other bed 
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than ftraw« jio f«at but.» layer of inkà Iq^vos, no utehfil^ 
' except earthen-'o^re. Clotht and >ciirpetë. of cotton^ 
\frought with imve.or left care, and employed for vanQus 
porpofea^ were the chief 4iâiniâioDfr betweeu U>e hoi^fes of 
the. rich and thofe of the common pepple. 

If t-he arts of primary neceffity were in fo imperfeâ a 
iUte at Mexico» we mud conclude tbatihofe of oinameot 
were iliil naore (o. 'i'he form and workmanihip of the few 
Yaies and jewelt of gold .and filvor that have been brou^ 
to U8» ia equally barbarous. The ,..fome coarfeoefs preTailt. 
in chofe piàuree, of which'the fird Spaniards fpoke with fo 
much admirattpQ^' and which- were caaipo£;d oi fcathen of 
all colours. Thefe paintings- are no longer exifliiig» or are 
at leaii very fcaroe % but engravings have been made frqin 
tbetn^ The arti& ift . infinitely below his fubjcô, whether 
be keprefents. plants» animals» or men* ~ There is no light* 
por flûdo» XK)r deûgn». nor accuracy in his work* Neither 
Itad architeâute. made any greater, progrefs in this country. 
ThrQUghomt the whole extent of the empire, there i»DO an- 
cient monument to be found» that hath any kind of majefty 
in it ; npr.arc tnereeveji any ruins which renew the idea of 
former greatnefs. The only things Mexico had to boail 
of» were the ^caiifeways that led up to the capital» smd the 
aqueduébs which .brought the water for drinking from a very 
oojdiderable.diflaace. . . 

Thcfdencet were fliU lefs advanced than the arts ;. and 
this is the natural coafcqueiu^e of .the ordinary progrefs of 
the human mind». . It in fcarce pofllble. that a people^whofe 
civilization '.was. not^of . ancient, date» \and who-could not 
}iave received any inilru6lioa fronv their neighboars^ (hould 
have thcjeaâ; extenfiive degree of knowledge* AU that can 
be Qoaijluded from their religioua and political inditutioos 
IS, that they had made feme little progrefs in aftronomy- 
But how ooany ages would • it bave required to enlighten 
Uiêm» ûnce they wefe depri?(id of; th^ aSSftance of watingi 
and fince they wertf ilill J^ diftant /roiathis powerful» 9sà 
perhaps only mod^ of a^quiringjkaowledge, aa it .appeazi 
from the imperfeâ,ion of. their; hieroglyphics. 
. Thefe were piÈlurçs.trac.cd: put upo» the> barks of trccsi 
upon the flcins of fallow deer, or upon pieces of cotton j 
^ and deftincd to preferve the memory oCthe laws, the ft^ncts, 
ao^the revolutions of-the>mpiGL«. Th& number» the co? 
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lour» and the attittide of thefigurest were all varied accord- 
ÎQg to the obj&éU that were xtieant to be cxprefieqL Al- 
though tbefe imperfeél iîgna coald oot be fuppofed to 
have that diilinét-charaéier which preclodes every reafonable 
doubt, yet we may imagine, that when affifted by the tra- 
dttions of ibcietits and famihes^ they might convey fome in- 
formation refpeôing paft events. The indifference of the 
conquerors for every thing that had no reference to. their 
iniatiablp avidity, made thera negieâ to inquire for the key 
of thefe important depofits. Soon after, their monks look- 
ed upon them as monuments of idolatry ; and Zummeraga» 
the firft bifliop of Mexico, condemned all that could, be 
côUeâed of them to the flames. The little that efeaped 
from this fanatical conflagration, and which has been pre* 
fervcd in one or the other hemifphere, has not contributed 
to difpel the darkne(s.into which the negligence of the ûift 
Spaniards had plunged us. ^ 

The era of the foundation of the empire is even unknowm 
The Caftilian hiftorians, indeed, tell u?» that before the 
tenth century, this vaft fpace was inhabited only by fome 
wandering hordes that were entirely favage. They tell 
us, that about this period, fome tribe» ifiuing from the north 
and north-weft, occupied parts of the territories, and intrjQ^ 
ducèd milder maimers. They tell us, that three hundred 
years after, a people ilill more advanced in civilization, and 
connng from the. neighbourhood of California, fettlq^ oa 
the borders of the lakes and built Mexico there. They 
teU us, that this laft nation, fo fuperior to the others, had# 
fora long period, nothings but chiefs, whom they raifed to 
the government, or deprived them of it, as they found it 
fuitable to their incereils. They tell us^ that thé authority» 
which till then had been divided, and revocable,' was con* 
centrated in a fingle perfon, and became permanent^ one 
hundred and tlurty, or one hundred and ntrie^y-feven years 
before the arrival of the Spaniards. They tell us, that the 
nine monarchs, who fucccffivcly afcendcd the throne, gave 
the domains of the ftate an exteirfibn which they had not 
had under the former govemmcBt. But what degree of 
credit can we reafonably-gtant to annalaofo confuted and 
contradiâory, and filled -with the moil abfurd fables that 
have ever been prbpofed to^ the • credulity of- mankind \ In 
order to believe that a fociety whofe dominion was fo.efcr 
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icnfivc, whofe mftkutiom wtre (6 numerous, and whofe 
fcrm oJF worihîp wis £b regular, had fo modem an or^n at 
it hath been faid, we fhotdd have other teilimonies^ bcûde 
thoTe of the fierce ioldier, who had neither the neceifary ta- 
lents nor the wiH to examine into any thing ; we (hould have 
other ▼oucherB' befide thofe fanatic prief^s, who were intent 
«ipon nothing elfe but ereâing their ^wn form of worihtp 
upon the ruin of the foperftitionsthey foynd eflablilhed there. 
What (hould we Icnaw oi China, if the Portuguefe had been 
•ttbk to fet it in flames, to fubvert or deftroy it, as they have 
4dotte the BraziU ? Should we at this day fpeak of the aitti- 
4|uity of the Chioefe books, of their laWi, and their ma& 
ôecs Î When ibme philofapheTS Ihall have been allowed to 
^cietmee into Mexico, to (earch for, and to decipher the 
mios of their hiftory, and thatthefe learned men fiiall 
•neither be monks nor Spaniards, biit either Englifh or 
JFrench, who (hall have full liberty, and all proper means 
ht the 4ifootery of truth ; then perhaps, we may gain 
.foms information «onceming the hiftoty of this country, if 
Ivarbatifm hath oot completely deftroyed all the monuments 
that could aifift in inTeûigating it. 

Thefc inquiries could not, howeveiy lead to .an exaâ 
knowledge of the ancient population of;the empire, which, 
«ccordfflg to the reports of the conquerors, was immede. 
The country places were coTcred with iuhabitamts; the 
coW^ were crowded with citizens, and the armies wetc 
Tery numerous. Abfurd uarràtors! have we not bea 
affured by you that it was a liûng ftatè ; that it was coo- 
tin ually ' oifturbed with obftinatç wars; that all prifoners 
were either maâàcfed upon the field of battle; or {sktti&tf^ 
to the gods in the temples ; that at the death of every ea^ 
^TQr, of every cacique, and of every great man, à numbfr 
Off vi^ims, proportioned tx> their dignity, were facrificcd-oa 
their tombac that from a prevailing depraved inclinaticA 
the women were'ncgleAed ; that the mothers fuckked their 
children for four oi^ h ve years, and that jhçy became barreo at 
tin early period ; that the people groaned inceflkntly, and in 
«U parts, under the opprd&ons of the treafury ; that the 
provinces #erè covered with corrupted' waters and vrf 
lorefb ; artd that the Spanidi adventurers had more tofuff^ 
from dearth, than from the lengdi of marches, or the darts 
«f the ehémy I 
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How (hall we reçpncpç faâ^ cptîfiol by ib many wit? 
sefTes^ with that excelTive population fo folemnly attcued in 
your proud annal^ ? Before iound philofophy had attentiire« 
ly coniidered your ftrange contradictions \ and when the 
odium you had drawn upon yourfelves infured an implicit 
faith in your abfurd exaggerations, the uoiv^rfe» which faw 
no more than a defert in Mexico, was perfuaded that you 
had precipitated numberlcfs generations into the grave. 
Undoubtedly, your ferocious foldiers did too often {lain 
themfelyes with innocent blood ; undoubtedly, your fanatic 
raiffionaries did not oppofe thefe barbarities as they ought 
to have done ; undoubtedly, a rcdleis tyranuy, and an in« 
iatiable avarice, carried off from this unfortunate part of 
t^ world naany of its feeble children : bat ftill your cruel- 
ties, were lefs than the nations have reafoA to fuppofe, from 
the accounts given by the hiftorians of your ravages. And 
it is I whom you look upon as the detraéler of your chi^ 
raâer, who,, while I accufe yon of ignorance axulimpoilure, 
become, aè much a«4^ffible, your apologift* 
. Would, ye rather choofe tbat the number of > your aflaiS- 
oationa fhoold be exaggeratedt than that your i^pidlty and 
isontradiâiona (hould be unmafked \ In this f(Uce, I call 
heaven to witnefs, I have been attentive only to cleanfe you 
firom the bkx)d with which you feen^ to. make it your glor)^ 
^o be covered ; and in every other part where I have fpoken 
of you, npty only defign hath been to fugged means <^ re« 
fioring' your, nation to its fornier fji^endour, and of alleviat- 
ing the deftiny of tbofe wrctclv^ pcpple th$fti:afe fubjeâ to 
your empire. -If you difcover in me- any. {ecret hatred, ot 
any motive of itlf*intereft, Igiye myfelf up to. your cgft- 
teinpx^ ^ave I treated ;he other defkroyers of the^Nm 
.\^)Qrld, even the French, nay own ^fouctry^nen,, with more 
cautIoi\f Why, therefore, fhiOu]Ld'y9U be the only pf!opl^ 
who ane offended? Becaufe you have noshing but pride r^« 
mi^ning. . ^ecome powerful agai]:^ and j^qu will l^ome l^f^ 
captious-;, and truth, wjiile it n^kes,yoM bluih^ willcc^fe 
to aager yotr* * • 

•A^atever was the popiflatipa of l^esçico, .the taking qf 
the. capital occa&oned t&/e fubjeâion . of thç. w)iole> iUte^ 
which was iu>t fo exteniive as it bath, beea genefa% fup* 
pofed to be. Upon, the South fiea, the em^pire. began .only 
at Nicaragua, and ended at Acapulco: and even, part of 
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While the naTigatioD and the fliores of t\Û9 wealthy re- 
gion were a prey to the pirates^ and to the fquadrons of 
the nations difgufted at the ambition of Spain, or merely 
jealous of its fuperiority» the Chichemecas dîfturbed the in- 
terior part of the empire* If we give credit to Herrera 
and Torquemada» thefe were the people who occupied the 
beft parts of the country before the arrival of the Mexica&s. 
To avoid the yoke deftined for them by the conqueror, 
they took refuge in caverns and mountains, where their na- 
tural ferocity increaied, and where they led entirely the life 
of beafts.. The new revolution which had juft changed the 
date of the former country, did not incline them to mtlder 
manners ; and what they faw or learnt of the charaâer of 
the Spaniatds, infpired them with implacable hatred againft 
a nation fo proud and fo oppreflive- This paffion» always ter- 
rible among favages, manifefted itfelf by the ravages they 
^^ommitted in all the fcttlements formed in their neighbour- 
hood, and by the cruelties they exercifed upon thofe who 
attempted to open the mines. In vain had forts and gar- 
rifons been ftationed upon the frontiers, to contain or nip- 
prefs them ; their rage continued inceffantly till the yev 
1 592'. Atv this period. Captain Caldena perfuaded them to 
put an end to their hoftilities* In^ the view of rendering 
thefe pacific fentiments durable, the government made them 
build dwellings^ colle6ted them into feveral villages, and 
fei)t among them four hundred Tlafcalan families, ^who were 
commifiioned'to inflruél them in fomearts^ aad to teach 
agriculture to a jpeople who had hitherto been clothed oolf 
with the (kins of beads, and had lived entirely by hunting, 
or upon the fpontaneous produéiions of nature. Ix was 
long before thefe prudent meafures fucceeded. The Chi- 
chemecas refMfed ror a long time to- receive the inftruétioos 
the government had undertaken to give them, and even w- 
jeAed every kind of intercourfe with benevolent and Ame- 
rican teachers. It was not till the year 1608, that Spain 
was freed from the care of' clothing aad feeding them. 

Eighteen years after,'a-moft violent conteft happened be- 
tvir^en •th'* civil and ecqiefkfticai power at Mexico. A man 
conviâed of a multitude of crimes, fought impunity for all 
'his enormities at the foot of the altars^* fcl^^ viceroyGelves 
caufed him to be dragged froqa thencç. This aft. of nc- 
cefTary juilice was cohfti ued. into ao /çutrigQ againft the di- 

4 
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▼înity. 'Hie t^imw^er oF excbntiminfcation iva^-immt^ately 
fcnt forth ; and the people foft*. The regular and feeuian: 
cîe^gy took up armô. The palace of the commander wjto 
burnt; Wa guards-, friends, and parti^çans were pUt to thfc 
fWord. He hihifeir was put_ in iruna and fent té Europe, 
with feventy gcntlemëit who h-àd not beet» ^ivAXA to efpoiilfc 
his caufeJ The archbiflvop, who wattthe author of all rhelb 
cakinities, and whof6' vengeance wa« not yet fïitisfted, puf- 
fued his vtdîm, wîl*h the wifhand defire of fatrificftig hiifr. 
IThe court, after haiing hefitated for fon^e time', decided at 
length m farour of fanâtîctftB. The defender of the righes 
of the throne, aiîd of order, was condemned to total îôlf- 
iivroh ; and his fucceffor was authorifed foleniniy to confe- 
cratc all the notion» of fuperllition, and particularly the fa» 
pefftitton of afylums. 

The word afylmn taken in its fuH extent, might {\gii{(j 
any place, pririlege or diftin-élion, that proteéls a crin\inal 
from the luipartial- e*etcife of j aft tee. For what \ê the 
claim that weakens and fufpends the authority of the law > 
An afyhrai. What la the phice of confinement that with- 
draws the guilty front the prifoa conwnon to alt m'Salefaftofs ? 
A.TX afyluTti. What is a retreat where the dredkof c4n«ôt 
go and {cfie- upon his fraudulent debtor ? ^n dylam. 
What is a dfflrift where one ntey 'exereife all the funâ-ioiïa 
of fociety without authority, and in a counfry v^liere all thte 
reft of the citîienîî cannot obtain that privilege without a 
premium ? An afylum* Whaï, is a tribunal to whîdloite 
may appeal from a definitive fcntence pronouflced by ano-' 
ther,- which is- foppofbd to be the laft refon of thé law? 
An afylum. * What -iè an exclwfive privile^, for whatcvifr 
m'otivo-ittnay have been foh'cited and-t^Hainied ? An afyloM. 
In aff empire whiere the citizens partaking tfnequally^^f the 
advantage» of fociety, do not-fhare the kjrdens of it in prb- 
portion to thefe advantages, ^hat are the different dif- 
tiwftions that reliete fonlc at the expeftctt of other»? Thi^ 
are a^jrhmns. » « 

. The afykin» of Jfhê^yfântj^of the prfeft, -rf the <latiefmaB, 
of -the nc^etrtàh, oFtttcGffttraéler, and of the merèhwit, 
are well kiTown ; and \ ebiAa name thofe'of almoft âU the 
rarfks of fociety.' What portion t» there indeed of fociety 
that ha^h not a prote^iôn for a ceitatn number of mahretlk- 
tlons-, vyhich it may cotfivèàft withimptmity.- 
Vol. IL Q^ 
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The moft dangerous of afylums, liowever, is not that in- 
to which a man may make his efcape, but that which he 
carries about with hicn, that which accompanies and invefts 
the guilty perfoii) which ferres him as a fhield, and whicji 
forms between him and me an enclofure in the centre of 
which he ftands» and from whence he may infult me» whâe 
punifhment cannot reach hifn. Such arc the ecclefiaftical 
habit and chara6ier. Both the one and the othe)* were for- 
merly a fort of afylum» where the impunity of the moft 
Bagitioos crimen was almoft afiured. Is this privilege en- 
tirely aboliihed î We have frequently feen monks and priefts 
thrqwn into prifon ; but we fcarce have ever feen any of 
them taken out from thence to be conveyed to the public 
place of exjecutîon. 

What ! becaufé a man is obliged by his profeffion to 
•havâ a peculiar fanâity of manners» Ûiall he obtain privi- 
leges, and be treated with a commiferation that {hall be rt- 
fl^fed to the criminal who is not bound by/th^ iame obliga- 
tions? If it be urffcd, that there is a refpjèd due to bis 
fuiiéiiona» to his doth» and to his charaéicr ; we fhall an- 
fwer» that juft ice is equally and without diftinâion due to 
every cltîaen.' If the fword of the law^, be not moved in- 
,difcriminatdy in every dircélion 5 if it ihould'bc unfteady ; 
or if it flibuld be railed or lowered ijï favour of any one it 
ina^ meet with in its paâstge» that fociety is nut well rcgu- 
laJUd. There exifts in it, under another name» and -under 
another form, a deteftable privilege, a prote^JBoii denied to 
fbme and referved for others. 

But thefe kinds of afylum, though generaQy contrary 
to the prosperity of focieties, îhàll not here engage our at- 
tention. .We (hall only fpeak of thofe which temples or 
places of divine worfhi'p have afiForâed, and ilill continue to 
ifford, in (everal parts of the globe. ^ ^ 

Thefe places of refuge were known to the ànatnts. In 
Greece* when that country was ftiU but . half civilized, it 
was thought that tyranny could not be reftralned otherwife 
than by religion* The ^tues of Hercules, of Thefeus, 
, and of Pirithous» ieemed well calculated to infpire viBaios 
with terror, wheal they had no longer the vengeance of thefe 
heroes to dread* But as foon as tlie afylum, inftituted in 
favour of innocence, ferved only for the prefervation of the 
guilty, and was made fubfetvient either to the»intereft8 or 
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vanity of thofe who mated the proteâlon» thefe places of 
retreat were aboiiflied. 

Other people. In imitation of the Greeks^ eftabllflied 
afjlums. But die citizen ufed to put himfelf under the 
proteâion of the gods, merely to avoid, the armed hand 
that purfued him. There, he called upon the law, aqd 
fummoned the people to his affiftance. His fellow-citizens, 
together with the magiftrate, drew near, and the man w^ 
e^aouned before them. If it was found that he had abufcd 
the afylum, he received a double punlfhment ; one for ttifc 
crime he had committed, the other for having profaned the 
place in which he had taken refuge* 

When Romulus wanted to people his city, he made an 
afylum of it ; and fome temples, in the times of the repul)- 
'lie, were devoted to this purpofe. After the death of 
Julius Caefar, the triumvirate made an afylum of his chapel. 
In after ages, the fervility of the people frequently erected 
the ftatues of tyrants into places of refuge. From thence 
it was that the Have infulted his mailer ; and that the dtf- 
turber of public tranquillity ftirred up the populace agaiaft 
good men. 

Tlys horrible inftitutlon of barbari&n and paganifm oc* 
cafioned inexprei&ble evils \ when chriftianity, afcending 
the throne of the empire, did not fcruple to adopt and 
even to extend it. The confequences of this ccclefiafi)- 
cal policy were foon feverely felt. The laws loft their 
authority, and the order of fociety was fubverted. The 
magiftrate then attacked thefe afylums with courage.; 
the prieft. defended them with obftinacy. A warm co^teft 
was carried on for many centuries with great animotity. 
The party that prevailed under the reign.of a firm prince, 
was deprelTed under that of a fuperftltious one*. Sometimes 
this afylum was general, and fometimes was under reftri(i« 
tions. Jt was annihilated at one period, and reftored àt 
another. ' -^ 

In an Inftltution fo evidently contrary to natural equity, 
to civil law, to the fimâity oi religion, to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, and to the good order of fociety, the circumftances 
that fliould naturally tend mpft to aftonifh us are, its dura- 
tion, the diverfity of Ae objeCis of thç edi6^ of the emper- 
ors, the contradiAion of the canops, and, the obftinacy gf 
feveraj bjfl^ps 5 but more efpccially the. extravagpt abfwr- 
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dxty of theiawycrs, in detcrmînîngy wkh prccîfion, the ex- 
tent of the afylum, according to' the fize or title of the re- 
fpcdlivc churches. If it was a great church, the afylum was 
to extend to a certain number of feet beyond its circum- 
ference ; if a fmall church, it was to be lefs extenfive, and 
flill lefs if it was a chapel : the proteélion was the fame, 
whether the church were confecrated or not. 

It is very extraordinary, that in a long fucceffion of ge- 
nerations, not one mrtfiarch, not one ecclefiaftic, not one 
xnagillrate, not even one fingle man fhoiild have reminded 
his cotemporaries of the bright days of chriftianity. For- 
merly, he might have faid to them, the finner was detained 
for y eat 8 at the gate of the temple, where he expiated his 
fault, expofed to the injuries of the air, in the prefencc 
of, all his brethren, and* of all the citizens. He was not al- 
lowed to enter the church, except by degrees ; nor to ap- 
proach the fandluary, but in proportion as his penance 
drew near to ati end. And in our days, a villain, an extor- 
tioner, ^ thief, and an aflaffin covered with blood, not only 
finds the gates of our ten^ples open to him, but alfo mceti 
with proteâion, impunity, food, and fecurity. 

But if the aflaifin had plunged his dagger into th« bread 
of a citizen, even upon the ft^ps of tjie altar, what rauft be 
done in that cafe ? Shall the place of the bloody fcene be- 
come his afylum ? This would certainly be a privilege very 
convenient for criminals. Why fhould they murder in the 
ftreets, in the houfes, or upon the highways, where they 
may be feized I fhould they not rather choofe to affaffinatc 
in the chnrches ? There never was a more difgufting in- 
' fiance of the contempt of the laws, and of the ambition of 
the clergy, than this immunity granted by the churches. 
It was referved to fuperftitiori to make the Supreme Being, 
in this world, the proteélor of the fame crimes which he 
punifhes in another with eternal fufferiags. Let us hope 
that the extremity of the evil will point out more fenfibly 
the neceffity of the remedy. 

This fortunate revolution wiU be brought about later at 
othet* places than at Mexico, where the people are plunged 
in a ftate of ftill more profound ignorance than in the odicr 
regions fubjeél to Caflile. In 1732, the confpinng ele- 
ments fwallowed up one of the richeft fleets that had ever 
been di^atched from tffis opulent part of the New Worid. 
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Unwerfaldefpaîr prevailed in the two hemîTpheres. Amongft 
a p<eople plunged in Tuperilîtion, ail events are miraculous ; 
and the anger of heaven vras generally coniidered as the 
fble caufe of ihis great difafler, which might very poffibly 
have been brought about by the inexperience of the pilot, 
or by other caufes equally natural. An auto dafe appear- 
ed to be the fureft; method of recovering the divine favour ; 
and thirty-eight wretched people pçrifhed in the flames, the 
yiâims of fo deplorable an infatuation. 

Methinks I am prefent at this horrible expiatioDt I be» 
hold it, and exclaim \ ** ftop, execrable monfters ! What con- 
** neélîon is there betwe.en the calamity you have experien- 
•* ced and the pretended or real crime of thofc whom you 
** detain in your prifons ?. If they entertain opinions which 
** render them odious to the Almighty, it belongs to him 
<* to crufh them with his thunder, fie hath borne with 
^ them for a great number of years, and ftill continues tb 
** bear with thçm, and yet you torment them. If it were 
<* his wiU to condemn them to eternal punifhmeats on the 
'' terrible day ef his vengeance, does it belong to you to 
•* accelerate their chaflifement !' Why ihould you deprive- 
^ them of the inftant of repentance, which perhaps awalts^ 
** the», in the decline of life, in the hour of danger, or 
•* the period . of ficVncfs \ But infamous wretches as ye are, 
*,« diflblutc priefts, and libidinous monks, were not your 
" crimes fufficient to ftir up the anger of heaven \ Corrcé^ 
"^yourfelvcs ; proftrate yourfelves at the foot of the altars, 
" cover yourfelves with fackcloth and aflies ; implore tlir 
*.* mercy. of the Moft High, rather than employ yourfelves 
V in leading to the ftake a number of innocent perfons, 
" whofe death, far from wipiug away your crimes, will 
" only increafe the number of them, by thirty -eight more, 
f* for which you will never be forgiven. To appeafe the 
" Deity, ye burn mankind ! Are ye worfhippers of Mo- 
** loch ?" But ye hear me not \ and the unfortunate vi£l- 
ims of your fuptrllitious cruelty are already cad into the 
flames. 

Soon after this, the. New Mexico, which was bordering 
aad dependent upon the Old, was afflidled with a calamity 
of another kind. This vaft region, lituated, for the molt 
part, under the temperate zone, was for a time unknown 
to the ravagers of America. The miffionary Ruys firll pe- 
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^etnted into it in 15 8o. He was foon after followed hj 
the captain Efpajo» and, laftly» by John d'Onafle ; who by a 
fericB of labours begun in 1599» and temiinated in 161 1, 
fucceeded in opening fome mines, in multiplying cattle and 
means of fubûftcnce, and in fettling firmly the Spani/h do- 
mi nioa. The order he had eftablifhed was dinmb^d in 
1652 by civil commotions. In the courfe of thefe animo- 
fities, Rofas the commandant was aflaffinated ; and his 
friends» who attempted to avenge his death» periihed after 
him. Thefe aâs of violence continued till the tardy ar- 
rival of Pagnalofle. This intrepid and fevere commander 
had almoft.ftxfled the rebellion» when, in a tranfjport of joft 
indignation» he gave a blow to a turbulent monk» who vras 

Ï caking to him in an inlblent manner» and even dared to 
reatep him^ The priefts» who were matters of the coun- 
try, imnoediately fcized upon his perfon* He was excom- 
municated» delivered up to the inquifition» and fentcnced 
to confiderable fines, in vain did he urge the court to 
avenge the royal authority infuked in his perfon ;^ the in- 
finence of his enemies prevailed over his folidtatloqs. 
Their raffe and their |>ower made him even apprehend a 
more fatal defUny ; and in order to avoid their daggers» and 
XQ withdraw himfelf from their intngues» hé took refuge lû 
England» abandoning the reins of government to ^vhoever 
woidd or could get hold of tbenu xlis flight plunged the 
province into frefh misfortunes ; and it was not tul after 
ten years of anarchy and carnage» that every thing vrâs 
brought again into order and fubjeâion. 
. Can. any thing be more abfurd than this authority of the 
monks in America I They arc a fet of men without know- 
ledge and without principles ; their independence tramplfli 
upon their inftitutions» and makes them regardkfs of tnetr 
vowf ; their condu6l is fcandalous» their homes are fo many 
places of evil refort^ and their tribunals of penance fo Aiany 
trading fhops. From thence.it is» that for a|>iece of mo- 
ney they quiet the cbnfcience of the vîlïaîn ; Horn thence 
ï\ is,, thai 'thcv. infiniiate corruption into innocent minds^ 
,ahd ttuktthey feduce women and girls into debauchery: 
thçy, af]ç.a;fet. jof.fijfnonitts» who make a public traffic of 
Mly ^h«îg»r> ^"t^^c cbriftianity they teach, is defiled with 
^11 forts of abfurditîes. Greedy of inheritancy, they de- 
fraud» rob» and perjure themfelvea^ They degrade the ma- 
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giftrates, and thwart them In their operations. There are 
no crimes which they cannot commit with impunity. They 
infplre the people with a fpirit of rebellion. They are fo 
many encouragers of fupedlitiûny and the caufe of all the 
troubles that have agitated thefe diftant regions. As long 
as they exift there they will keep up anarchy, from the con- 
fidence, as blind as it is unlimited, which they have obtain- 
ed of the people, and from "the pufillanimity with which 
they have infpired the depofitaries of the authority, whom 
they difpofc of at plealure by their intrigues. Let us there- 
fore inquire of what great utility they are. Are they in"^ 
formers ? A wife adminiftration hath no need of them. 
Are they to be managed as a countcrpoife to the power of 
the viceroy \ This is an idle apprehenfion. Are they tri- 
butaries of the great \ This is an an evil that nmft be |^ut 
a ftop to. Under whatever afpeél we* confider matters^ 
the monks are a fet of wretches, who fcandalize and diilurb 
Mexico too mtich to be allowed to remain there any 
longer. 

Subjeâion and order were again diftarbed, andjmore ge- 
nerally fo m 1593» by a law which forbade the Indians the 
ufe of ftrong liquors* This prohibition could not have for 
its objeft.the liquors of Europe, which were neceflarily too- 
high priced ever to be ufea by men living in a conilant 
^tç gf opj>reffion, and inceflantly ftrippetf of their pro- 
perty," . I^ was only fromthe palm wine that the govem-- 
.^jncnt encJcVvoirfed to wean them. 

This liquor I's drawn from a plant knoVn at Mexico by 

t-^ltme of ma6[utt, and refembllng the aloes in its fbrm. 
leaves, coïïéaed about the neck pi the rbit, aré^hfck, 
j^ulppuç, aîmbft ftr^ight^ feverâl'feet in length,*hdUowcfd'in 
^-^M Yprm of à gtttef, thorny on the back, and' terminated 
,&(-* a very ïharp point, ^he ftcm> which rifesout of this 
¥\^fu ascends to twice its height, and bears upon its brarfch- 
-fek ^P yellowHh flowers. Thrircalix, with fix'divifrtïrfà,. 
ja c^h(irged[ with an equal number of ftamina. It adheres at 
thjç ^pttom to the pil!il, which, together with it, becomes 
îâ capfula^ with three cells' filled with feeds. The maguey 
grof^S in every part of Mexico, and is eafily multiplied 
i^QiVCi flips. Hedges are made of it. Its feveral parts have 
each of them their utility. The roots are employed for. 
cordage \ the ilems furnim wood ; the points of the leaves . 

CL4 
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fci ve for nails, or needles ; and even the leaves themTelvca 
are fit for thatching the roofs j and a thread is produced 
from them fît for the manufaéiure of various looms. 

But the mod eUcemed produce of the maguey is a fweet 
and clear water^ which is coUeéled by means of a hole made 
with an inftrumeac in the middle of the tuft, after the 
(hoots and the inward leaves are removed. This hole» 
which is three or four inches deep, is filled and emptied 
every day ; and tlie liquor continues running in this manner 
for a whole' year, fometimes even for eighteen months* 
This h'quor, when iufpiffated, forms a real fugar ; but when 
mixed with fpring water, and laid by. in yafes, it acquires, 
after having fermented four or five' days, the , (harpnefs of 
«yder» and almoft the fa,aQue kind of tafte. If orange ov 
leokon peçl be a^4^d to it,, it becpme» ^toxicating. This 
pro^èrij rcq^rs^ it (lill more agreeable .to the Mexicans^ 
who not ibeing. able to copfole them^^ves for the lofs of 
their Iibef;^yf jend^your t^ S^g^^ tlj^ humiliating ftate of 
their flavery. Accordingly, the attention of the indiaasit 
fODUnuaUyjUirned.Uiwards.the hpil^lfar ^bere this liquor is 
diftributed* .. 1 hey. .pais whole days.and week^ fhere ; they 
leave the fubfiftencç of :. their families in ^bem» an/d.yery fre- 
quently the few cjothes they have. " 

The Spî^ni(h miniftry, informed. jqf^Vfe e^ceffc3> .wiihed 
to put a Aop to tl^em ; but did not fet abolît it in a proper 
manner. Indead of, bringing back the people to good 
morals by paternal cares, and by the moft ene£iual mode 
of inftru€tioo, . they had recourfc to the fatal expedient of 
prohibitions. The minds of men grew heated, feditioos 
were multiplied, and adls of violence repeated, from one 
extremity of the. empire to the other. »The government 
was obliged to give way ; and withdrew thefe prohibitive 
.«éb ! but to indemnify itfelf for the (acrifice of its autho- 
rity, taxes were laid upon this liquor, which bring in an^ 
nually to the tr^afury eleven or twelve thoufand livres from 
' 458I. 6s. Sd^to 500I. 

Five and t>yenty or thirty years after this, a new fccnc 
«f a particular kind was opened at Mexico. In this ini- 
j)ôrtaflt.poffefîion, the police was fo much negleâed, that 
all the roads were" feized upon by a numerous band of rob- 
i>cr8. No citizen could venture to go out of his houfc 
Vrithout a paffport from the chiefs of thcfe banditti. Whc- 
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ther from carelcflnefs, weaknefs, or corruption, the tnagi- 
ftrate took no meafures to put an end to fo great a cala- 
mity. At length, the court of Madrid, roufed by the 
clamours of a whole nation, committed the care of the 
public fecurity to Velafques. This . equitable, firm, and 
ftridl man, independent of the tribunals and the viceroy, 
fucceede4 at length in re-eftabliihing order, and fixing it . 
upon fo firm ^ bafis, that it hath never fince been fhaken. 

A war undertaken again ft the people of Cinaloa, 
Sonora, and New Navarre, hath been the laft remarkable 
event that hath difturbed the empire. Thefc provinces, 
fît uated between Old ^nd New Mexico, did not make a 
part of Moptezuma's dominions. It was not till 1540, ^ 
that the devaftators of the New World penetrated into 
them, under the command of Vafques Coronado. They 
found there fome petty nations, who, upon the borders of 
the fea, lived by fifliing, and in the inland parts upon the 
produce of the chafe ; and who, when thefc means of fub- 
fiftence failed them, had no other refource than in the fpon- 
taneous produdlions of nature. In thcfe diftridls, neither 
clothing nor huts were in ufe. Branches of trees to fliade 
them from the heats of a burning fun ; and reeds tied to- ' 
gethcr to fhdter them from the torrents of rain :*thefe were 
the only contrivances thought of by the inhabitants to 
guard. againft the inclemency of tlic feafons. During the 
fevereft frofts they flept in the open air, round the fires 
which they Iiad kindled. 

This country, in appearance fo poor, contained mineç, 
which fome Spaniards undertook to work. They were 
found to yield plentifully ; and yet the greedy proprietors 
of them did not enrich Ihemfelves. A^it was necelTary to' 
bring from Vera Crux, upon the back of mules, through 
la ditficult and dangerous road of îvx. or feven hundred 
leagues, the quickfilver, the fluffs, and moft of the arti- 
cles required for fubfiflencc and for the labours, all thefe 
qbje<9l8, when .they arrived at the fpot, had increafed fa 
muqb in value, that the moft fortunate undertaking fcaroc 
furniflied a fufftciency to pay for them. 

It became necefTary to abandon the whole, or to take 
other meafures ; the laft of thefe fchemes was refolved upon. 
The jefujt Ferdinand Confang was cornmiflioned, in 1746, 
to reconnoitre the ffulf of California, which borders thefc 

■■.■■■ ■ '0.5 ■ 
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îmmcnfc jegion*» Afur tWs nav^^on, condiided With 
fkill, the court of Madrid became acquainted wftfi the 
coafts of the contlncpt,^ ^ith the harbours jthat Qature has 
formed there, with the fandy and and places tjiit are not 
fufceptîble of cultmtion, ^nd' with the rioters, xvhich, by 
the fertility they difFufe along their borders, invite to the 
eftabl«n)ing of colonies in thofe parts. Kothirig, ih' future, 
could prevent the fhips that failed out of Acapulco^' from 
entérine the Vermeil fea { from cotivcytng with c^fe into 
the neighbouring proviuces, miffîonaries, troops, 'miners, 
provifions, merchandife, and every thing that was wanted 
for the colonies, and from returning laden with metals. 

In the meanwhile, it was indifpenfably necefiary previouf*» 
ly to gain over the natives of the country by a6ts of hàma- 
nity, or to fubdue'them by force of arms. But how was it 
poffible to conciliate men who were to be ufed as'béafb of 
burden, or to be buried alive within the bowels df the 
earth ? Accordingly, the government refolved upon force ; 
; and war was deferred only from the incapacity xii an ex- 
haufted treafury to bear the expence of it. At lengrtb,' m 
1768, a credit of twelve hundred thoufand: livrés [5o,ooc>L] 

^ was found, and hoftilities commenced. Some hordes of fa- 
vageB fubmitted after a trifling refiftance. This was not the 
cale with the Aplachiaas, the mod warlike of thefe nations, 
and the moft eager for independence* They were piiriued 

'. without intermimon for three years, with a view of exter- 

; minating thenu Great God ! what an idea ! To extermi- 
nate men ! Co^d we fay otherwife of wolves ? Extenni- 

I nate them, and for what? Becaufe they were a high-mind* 
ed people, and were fenfible of the natural right they had 
to liberty \ becaufe they difdained to be flaves. And yet 
we call ourfelves civilized people, and chriftians. 

The diftance of both, the ancient and new conquers 
£t3om the centre of authority, gave reafon to think that 
they would be in alanguid ftate, till they fhould be fumifh- 
ed with an independent admlniftration. A particular com* 
mander was therefore given to them, who, with a tftk lefs 
pompous Xhan that ofviceroy of New Spain, enjoyed the 
lame prerogatives. 

State of MenUo We rauli now examine to what degree 
under Sj>ain* "" of profperity Mexico hath rifcn, notwith- 

ftandmg the enormous Joffea it has expe- 
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rienced from foreign enemies^ and notwîthftandîng the do- 
mcftic troubles with which it hath fo frequently been agi- 
tated. '^ 

The largcft of the Cordcleirîas mountains, after having 
croffcd all SoiitFi America, becomes lower and narrower in 
the ifthmus of Panama ; continues in the fame form through 
the provinces of Cofta Rieca, Nicaragua, and Guatimala ; 
fpfeads itfelfandrifes again throughout the reft of Mexico,, 
but without ever approaching to that prodigious height 
which it hath in Peru-. This alteration is more particularly 
remarkable towards the South fea* The Ihores here are 
extremely deep, and no bottom is to be found except Very 
near the land ; while in the Northern "fea, it- is found àt a 
-great diftance from the continent. Accordingly, the roads • 
are as good and as frequent in the ftrft of the£ îeasi as tlifey 
arc fcarce and bad in the other. 

The climate of a region fituatedalmoft entirely iti the. 
torrid zone, is alternately damp and hot. Thefe variation* 
are more perceptible and more common in the low,>mar!îry, . 
.woody, j^nd uncultivated diftrîéls of the eaft, than m-thbfc 
parts of the empire, which beneficent nature hath treatedi 
more favourably* • 

, The quality of aie foil is alfo very different. Sométilhes . 
it Î9 barren, fometimes fertile, according as.it'is moUMtslxn* 
OU9, levels or funk under the waters* 

Ni) fooner were the Spaniards mailers of this opulenft and i 
jmmenfc country, than they haflened to bnfM'citieë-U^on 
ît^ in thofc plapes whicK appeared to them beft ci^cukted 
fox the maintenance of. their authority, and 'in thole V^chi 
prpmlfed them greater > advantages from their coît#Uèft. 
Such of the Europeans as chofe to ftx there, obtained a 
fufficient extent of territory ; but they were obliged ^ to. 
; fearch for planters, whom the law did ndt alloW themf/ 
. , - Another . arrangement of things was t)bferved in the 
Î country places. They were moft of them diftributed-t^'tLe 
conquerors in reward of their blood or their fervice^/ ^Thc 
' extent of thefe domains, which were only gratoted fùitv\» 
or three generation», was proportioned to rank and 'f^V0ur 
A* greater or lefs number of Mexic'anà vt'ere ittatihc^ tr 
them as vaffals. Cortez had three and tv^enty th<>ufil«»* 
them in the provinces of Mcxic9, Tlafc^la, Mech. 
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and Oaxaca, but with this didinâiony tiiat they were to be- 
long to hift fiuniiy in perpetuity. Opprefllon mu(l have 
been lefs fevcre in ihefe hereditary poffeffions than in the 
reft of the empire, fioce in 1 746 ^ftecn thoufand nine hun- 
dred and forty Indiana were flill reckoned there, with 
eighteen hundred Spaniards, mefleea, or mulattoes, and 
iixtcen hundred negro ilaves. 

The country had none of the animals neceffary for the 
fuhfiftence of its new inhabitants» for ploughing the lands 
and for the other wants infeparable from a mixed fociety. 
Thefc things were all brought from the iflands already fub- 
jeâed to Caftile, which had themfclves lately received them 
from our hemifphere. The animals propagated with incre- 
dible rapidity. But they all of them degenerated^; and 
how indeed was it poiïible, that they fhould not have ex- 
perienced very evident alterations, when they were weak- 
ened by croffing the feas, ^deprived of their ordinary food, 
and given up to the hands of perfons who were incapable 
of rearing and taking care of them ? The fheep were the 
moil materially affeded. Mendoza had fome rams brought 
from Spain in order to renew the degenerated race \, and 
tnce that period, the fleeces hâve been found of a fufficient 
food 4}uality to fiipply materials for conKlderable manufac- 
tures, ^ * 

The multiplication of the cattle brought on a great in- 
creftfe in thç cultures. . To the roaize, which had always 
bc«n the principal food of the Mexicans, the grains of our 
countries were added. At firfl they did not thrive. The 

. feeds of them, thrown at hazard among the briars, did Stot 
at firft yield any thing but thick and barren weeds. A ve* 
getation too rapid, and too vjgorous, did not allow them 

. time to ripen, nor even to form themfclves : but this fu- 
perabundance of juices gradually diminlfhed ; and at length 
moft of our feeds, vegetables, and fruits, were feen to 
profper. If the vine and the olive tree were not natural- 
ized ijfi this part of the New World, this was owing to the 

. ' prohibition of government, which intended to leave a mart 
open. for the produdlions of the mother country. Perhaps 
the foil and the climate would themfelves have rejeâed 
thefe precious plants ; at leafl we have an authority foe 
thinking fo, wheji we fee that the experiments which the. 
jcfuits î^nd the htirs of Cortça were ullowed to try, about 
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the year 1706, were not fuccefsful, and that thofe whjch 
have been fince made, have not been much more fo. 

Cotton, tobacco, cocoa, fugar^ and fome other produc- 
tions, were in general profperoiis ; but for want' ot hands 
or indui^ry, thefe articles were confined to an inland circu- 
lation. There is nothing but jalap, vanilla, indigo, and co- 
chineal, which conHItutes the ttade of New Spain with 
other nations. 

Jalap is one of the purgatives of moft 0/ the culture 
frequent ufe in medicine. It derives its ^ jalap, 
name from the town of Xalapa, in the en- 
virons of which it grows plentifully. Its root, which is the 
only part in ufe, is tuberofe, large, lengthened out into the 
form of a French Jurnip, white on the infide,. and full of a 
milky juice. The plant which it producer, hath been for 
a long* time unknown. At prefent, we are informed, that 
it is a fpecies of cou volvulus, refcmbling in its appearance 
that of our hedges. Its flçra is climbing, angular, and 
covered with a flight down. Its leaves, alternately difpof- 
ed, are rather large, downy on the upper fide, and wrink- 
led (5n the under, and marked with leven co{lsc : they art 
fometimes entire and cordiform, fometimcs divided into fe- 
veral lobes, more or.lefs diftinft. The flowers, which grow 
in cluflers along the Item, have a calix, acorn-like at its 
bafe, deeply divided into five parts, and accompanied with 
two flowery leaves. The corolla, which is large and cam- 
paniform, whitifti on the outfide, and of a dark purple 
.within, fupports five white .ilamina of .unequal .length. The 
german, which is placed in the middle, and furmounted 
.with a fingle ftyle^ becomes, as it ripens, a iround capfula^ 
inclofing in a fingle cell four feeds of a red colour, and very 
hairy. 

This plant is not only found in the neighbourhood of 
Xalapa, but alfo among the fands of Vera Crux. It iseafily 
cultivated. The weight of the roots is from twelve to 
twenty pounds. They are cut into ilices, in order to dry 
them. They then acquire a brown colour, and a refinoua 
appearance'. The tafte of them is rather acrid, and excites 
3 naufca. The befl jalap is clofe, refinous, brown, not 
eafily broken, and indammable. It is given only in fmall 
iaofeS) btcaufe it is an adlive and violent purgative. Its re* 



374 HISTOKY OF SETTLEMENTS ANI>5TRAPE Ssok ^/. 

finous cxtraély made with fpirîts of wîne^ is employed for 
th^ fame purpofeti but wicih fttH greater eaution. There 
are feven thouÊini) five hundred quiatals of this root con- 
fumed amioally in Europci which coil 972,000 livres 
[40,541!. I38.4d.] 

* 
Of the culture ^he vanilla is a plant which, like the 

of the vanilla^ ivy» grows to the trees it meets with, co- 
vers them almoft CBtirely, and raifes itfelf 
by their aid. Its ftem, of the thicknefs of the little finger, 
is greenifh, âefhy, almoft cylindrical, knotty^ at intervals, 
and farmentofe, as that of the vine. Each knot is fumiHi- 
xà with an alternate leaf, rather thick, of an oval fhape, 
eight inches long and three broad. It alfo pufhes 
forth roots, which, penetrating the barks of the trees, ex- 
trais a fufficient degree of nourifhment from them to fup- 
port the plant for fome time in vigour, when by accident 
the bottom of the ftem happens to be damaged, or even fe- 
parated from the principal root* This ftem, when grown 
to a certain height, branches out, fpreads fideways» and is 
covered with clufters of flowers, rather large, white on the 
infide, and green^ without. Five of the di'\nfk>ns of their 
calix are long, narrow, and undulated. The fixth, which is 
more interna, appears in the form of a horn. The pftil, 
which they crown* ftipports a fingle ftamina. It becomes, 
"as it ripens, a fleôiy fruit, formed like a pod, of feven or 
eight inches long, which opens into three valves loaded with 
fmall feeds. 

This plant grows naturally in imcultivate4 lands that are 
always damp, fometimes under water, and covered with 
large trees ; from whence it may be inferred, that fuch a 
kind of foil is the fittefl for its cultivation. In order to mul- 
tiply it, it is fufficient to plant at the foot of the trees fome 
branches or twigs, which take root and rife up in a (hort 
time. Some ciutivators, in order to prefervç their plants 
from rotting, prefer the fattening of them to trees, even at 
the height of a foot from the ground. Thefe plants foon 
throw out filaments, which defcending in a -ftraight One, 
penetrate into the earth, arid form roots there». 

The feaibn for gathering the pods begins towards thé 
end of September, and feift^^ about three months. The aro- 
maticMtiasit 2s fsùiàbs tO tbem cannot be obtaiqed without 
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preparation. < This preparation confifts ia -threading fevcral 
podsy and dipping them for a moment in a caldron of boil- 
ing water to whiten them. They are afterwards fufpended 
in a place ttpoM to the open air and to the rays of the 
fun. A thick and plentiful liquor then diftils from their 
extremity, the exit of which is facilitated by a flight pref- 
fure, repeated two or three times in the courfe of the day. 
In order to retard the drying, winch ought to go on flowly» 
' they are rubbed over ac lèverai different times with oU, 
which preferves their fupplenefs, and keeps them from in- 
feéts. They are alfo tied round with a cotton thread to 
prevent them from opening. When they are fuificiently 
dried^ they are rubbed in hsmda anointed with oil, and they 
are put into a pot that is varnifhed^ in order to keep them 
frefli. 

This is all that is known of the vanilla, which is parti- 
cularly appropriated toperfuooe chocolate ; the ufe of which 
has paifed from the Mexicans to the Spaniards, and from 
them to other nations ; and even this mformation, which 
we have obtained concerning it, is entirely modern, and 
owing to a French naturalifl. It is not poffible, that the 
mailers of this part of the New World, notwithftanding 
the indifference tney have hitherto fhewn for the hillory of 
nature, (hould not have better information upon this mat*- 
ttr» If they have not communicated it, it is becaufe they 
have been defirous of referving this produâion excluiively 
to themfelves, although only fifty quintals of it are annu* 
ally brought to Europe, where they are not fold for more 
than 431,568 livres [17,982].] The time will come when 
this matter (hall be brought to light, and then the vanilla 
will be as generally known as the indigo is at prefent. 

'' The indigo tree is a ftraight and ra- 0/ the cuhun 
ther bufhy plant. From its root arifes a o/* the indiga 
ligneous brittle ftem, of the height of two tree. 
feet, branching from the beginning, white 
on the infide, and covered with a greyifh bark. The leaves 
are alternate, compofed of fevcral finall leaves difpofed in 
two rows along a common cofla, which is terminated by a 
fingle foUolum, and furniihed at its b^ with two fmall 
membranes \(rhich are called ftipuls. At the extremity of 
each branch arife cluftersof reddifliy papilionaceous flowers. 
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rather fmall, and corapofed of a number of petals. Tljc 
fta jiina, to the number of fix^ and the piflil, furmounted 
with a finglc ftyle, are arranged as they are in moil of the 
herbaceous flovvcre. T/ie • piftil is changed into a fmall 
rounded pod, {lightly curved, one inch in length, and a 
line and a half in breadth, full of cylindrical, fhining, and 
brownifh feeds. 

This plant requires a light foil, well tilled, and nevçr de- 
luged with water. Forthis reafon, fpots are preferred 
which arc -Hoping, bcca* rfe this pofuion prcferves the indigo 
plant from the fta^nation of the rain, which might dellroy 
it, and from inundations, that might cover it with a preju- 
dicial flime. Low a.id flat grounds may alfo be employed 
fur this, culture, if channels and ditches are made to drjw 
off the waters, and if care be taken to plant, them only af- 
ter the rainy feafon, which often occalions overflowings. 

* The feed is fown in little furrov/s made by the hoe, two or 
three Inches in depth, at the df (lance of a foot from eack 
other, and in as ftraight a line as pyjfible. Continual at- 
tention is required to pluck up the weeds, which would 
foon choke the plant. Though it may be fown in all fea- 
fons, the fpring is commonly preferred. Moiilure caufes 
this plant Lo fhoot above the furface in three or four days. 
Jt is ripe at the end of two months. When it begins to 
flower, it is cut with pruning-kniveç ; and cut again at the 
end of every fix weeks, if the weather be a little rainy. It 
lads about two ^ears, after which term it degenerates j it 
is then plucked up, and planted afrefh. 

As this plant fopn exhaufts thé. foil, becaufe it does not 
abforb a fufficient quantity of air and dew to moillçn the 

'earth, it is of advantage to tne planter to have a vail fpaqe 
which may remain covered with trees, till it becomes necef- 
fary to fell .them, in order to n^ake room for the indigo ; 
for trees are to be confidered as fyphoas, by means of 
which the earth and air reciprocally comiiiunicatc to each 
other their fluid and vegetating fubftance ; fyphons, into 
which the vapours and the juices being alternately drawn 
up, are kept in cquih'brjum. Thus while the fap afceuds 
by the roots to the branches, the leaves draw in the air and 
vapours, which circulating through tllie fibres of the tree 
dcfceiid again into the earth, and redore to it in dew wliat 
it lofes, in fap. .It isin çirder to^pi^aintaîn this reciprocal isi'- 
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âuence, that when there are no trees to prefcrvc the fields 
m a proper ftate for the fowin;^ oiF Indigo, it is cuftomary 
to cover thofe which are exhauilcd by this plant with pota- 
toes" or lianes, the ^reaping branches of. which preferve the 
freOincfs of the earth, while the leaves, when burnt, renevT 
its fertility. ^ ' 

Indigo is diflinguifhed into feveral fpecies, of which only 
two are cultivated : the true indigo, which is the fort we 
have been fpeaking of, and the bailard indigo, which differs 
from the former, in havûng a much higher, more woody, 
and more durable ftem ; in having its fohola longer and nar- 
rower, its pods naore curved, and its feeds blacK. Though 
the fir ft be fold at a higher price, it is ufually advantageous 
to cultivate the other ; bccaufe it is not fo frequently re- 
newed, is heavier, and yields more leaves, the produce of 
which is, however, . le fs, from an unequal quantity. The 
firft will grow in many different foils ; the fccond fuccceda 
bed in thofe which are moft cxpofed to the rain. Both are 
Jiable to great accidents in their early ftatc» They arc 
fometimes burnt up by the heàt of the fun, or choked by a 
web with which they are fhrrounded by au infedl peculiar 
to thefe regions. Sometimes the plant becomes dry, and is 
deilroyed by another very common infeéi \ at other timesr 
the leaves, which are the valuable part of the plant, are 
devoured in the fpace of twenty-four hours by caterpillai^ 
This laft misfortune, which is but too common, hath given 
occafion to the faying, that the planters of indigo went to 
bed rich, and rofe in the morning totally ruined. 

This produâion ought to be gathered in with great pre- 
■caution, for fear of making the farina thatliçson the leaves, 
and which i^ very valuable, fall off by fnaking it. When 
gathered, it is thrown into tl^e fteeping vat, which is a 
large tub ilUed with water. Here it undergoes a ferment- 
ation, which in twenty-four hours at fartheil is completed, 
A cock is then turned, to let the water run into the fe-. 
cond tub, called the mortar or pounding tub. The fteep- 
ing-vat is then cleaned out, that fre(h plants may be throw» 
in ; and thus the work is continued without irterrup-» 
tion. 

The water which hath run into the pounding-tub, 1$ 
found impregnated with a very fubtile earth, which alone 
coriftitutes the dregs or blue fubllance , that is the objeâ: of 
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this procefsy and which muft be feparated froin the ufelefs 
fait of the plant, becaufb this makes the dregs fwim on 
the furfacc. To e£Fe£i this, the water is forcibly agitated 
with wooden buckets that are full of holes, and 'fixed *to a 
long handle. This part of the procefs requires the greateft 
precautions. If the agitation be difcontinued. too' foon, the 
part" that is ufcd in dying, not being fufficîently feparated 
trom the (idt, would be lofl. If, on the other hand, the 
dye were to be agitated too long aftçr the complete fepar- 
ation, the parts would be brought together again^ and form 
a new combination ; and the fait rc'^afling on the dregs 
would excite a fécond fermentation, that yvould alter the 
dye, fpoil its colour, and make what is called burnt indigo. 
Thefe accidents are prevented by a clofe attention to the 
lead alterations that the dye undergoes, and by the precau- 
tion which the workmen take to draw out a little of it from 
time to time in a clean vcflel. When they perceive that 
the coloured particles colleél by fcparating from the reft of 
the liquor, they leave off fhaking the budgets, in order to 
allow time to the blue dregs to precipitate to the bottom of 
tlie tub, where they are left to fettle till the water is quite 
clear. Holes made in the tub at different heights are thcd 
opened one after another, and this ufelefs water islet out. 

The blue dregs remaining at the bottom having acquired 
the confiftence of a thick muddy liquid,- cock^ arc th«i 
opened, which draw it off into the feeder- AJFte^.jt is ftw 
more cleared of much fuperfluous water in this, third and 
lall tub, it is drained into facks ; from whence^ 'Wiieh wa- 
ter • no longer filters through; the clath^- this^niattcri npw 
become of a thicker cpnfiRence,, k put into ch^fo,- ^^erc 
it entirely lofes its moifture. At the end of three moiiths 
the indigo is fit for fale. .. ^ .. . " 

It is ufed in wafhing to give a bluif^ colour |o Imen ; 
painters alfo employ jt in their water colot^ ; .and dyers 
cannot make fine blue without indigo. The ancier^ts pro- 
cured it from (he £all Indies ; in modern times it has been 
tranfplanted into America. The cultivation oï" it, fuccefc 
fively atjtempted at different places, appears to be fixed, at 
Carolina, Georgia,. Florida, l^ouifiana, Saa Domingo> and 
MexicQ. This laà fort, which is the moil edcemed, is 
knowii by the name of Guatimala iadigo, becaufe it grows 
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Upon tHc dîft'rîét of that famous city.' The tnanncr in 
Whidh it is. procured is worthy of remark. 
*' In thefe beautiful cpUntrieSy where every eflate is from 
fifteen to twenty leagues in extent» a part of this large 

S ace h annually devoted to the culture of indifi^o. For 
is purpofe it is'fufficient to burn the (hrubs which cover 
the grounds, and carelefsly to pafs the plough once over 
them. This is done in the month of March» a feafon in 
which it very feldom rains in this delightful climate. A 
man on horfeback then fcatters the feed of the plant, in the 
fsoic manner as we fow corn in Europe. No one then pays 
any attention to this valuable produélîôn, till the time of 
gathering it. 

from hence it' happens that the indigo grows in fome 
places and not in others ; and that the indigo which does 
not tife, is frequently choked by the weeds, from which it 
might have been prelerved by pulling them up frequently. 
Accordingly, the Spaniards gather lefs indigo from an ex- 
tent of three or four leagues, than other nations do from 
a few acres of land carefully managed ; and their indigo, 
though much fuperior to any other, is not yet fo perfed as 
it mieht be. Europe receives annually fix thoufand quint- 
als of it, which coft 7,626,960 livres [3i7>7Qol«] 

This profperity would infallibly increafe, if the court of 
Madrid were to enable the natives to cultivate indieo on 
their own account. This perfonal intereft, thus fubftituted 
to a foreign one, would render them more aéiivé and more 
inteUigent ; and it is probable that the abundance and fu« 
periortty of the Mexican indigo, would in time exclude 
that of the other colonies from all the markets. 

The cochineal, to which we owe our Of the culture of 
beautiful fhirlet and purple colours, has the cochineal* 
not yet been fbirad anywhere but in Mex* 
ico. Ihadafitrted, from the teftimony even of the heft 
writerB, that the nature of this coloui* was not known be- 
fore the beginning of this century. Upon fcarching int6 
the originals, I find, that Acofta, in 1530, and Herrera, 
in 1 601, had defcribed n, as well as our modetW natuttiKftj. 
I therefore retraft, and wifh I could have an oppôrttinity 
of doing the fame with regard to hiany other things' 1 Have 
written of the Spaniards. The ignorance of traveUers, and 
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the levity witb which they confider the produ6iioQs of na- 
ture in all its kingdoms, is the reafon that natural hiftory 
is fo fuU of faliities, which pafs from one work to another, 
and which are tranfmittcd from age to age by authors who 
fucccffivcly copy each other. We fcarce give ourfelves the 
trouble to examine what we think we are well acquainted 
with ; and thus .it is, that after having propagated error, 
the tcdimonies which delay inquiries prolong tiie duration 
of it llIU more. • Another inconvenience arfling frpni this 
is, that philofophers lofe time, which is precious, in form« 
ing fyftems which impofe upon us^ till the pretended faéls 
upon which they were founded have bete Aiewn to be 

falfé. . . . ' ' ' 

The cochineal is an înfeél of the fize and forqi of a bug* 
The two fexes are dillinél as in mod other animals* The ^ 
female, fixed upon a point of the plants a^od from the 
firft inftant of its birth, remains always attached to it by a 
kind of trunk, and prefents to the eye only an hemifphe- 
rical ccuft, which covers all the other parts. This cover- 
ing is changed twice in tweuty-five days, and is fprinkled 
over with a- white and tlûck dud, which is immifcible witk 
water. At this period, which is that of puberty, the male, 
vvliich is much fmaller, and more flightly made, iffues out 
of a farinaceous tube, by means of wings with which he is 
provided. He Gutters over the immoveable females, amjk 
£xes upon each of them* The fame fennale is thus viuted 
by fevcral males, whp perifh foon after fecuudjatibn. The 
bulk of the female viûbly enlarges, till a drap of liquid, 
wh.ta efcapes from under her, flicws that the eggs, which 
are in great number, will foon make their appearance. The 
little infedls burd their covering at the time of their birth, 
and foon fpread themfelves over the plant, to choofe a fa- 
vourable fpot to fi:/i upon. They particularly endeavour to 
(belter themfelves from the ead wind. - Accordingly, the 
fh.rub upon which they live, when viewed on that fide, ap- 
pears quite green, while upon the oppofite fide, which the ' 
infeds have preferred, it is white. • 

This fhrub, which is known by the name of nopal, or 
Indian fig, is about five feet high. Its dem is flefhy, large, 
fattened, downy, a little rough, and covered with cluders 
of thorns, regularly diipofed upon its furface. It branches 
out very much, and grovys narrow, as well as its branches, 
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at every pdint of ramification : this gives to each pottioa 
' of the plant thus made narrow, the form of an oval, thick» 
ind thorny leaf. It hath no other leaves but thefe. Its 
flovsrers, fcattered over the young ftems, are compol'ed of a 
fcaly calix which Çupports fever al petals and (tamina. The 
piftil) furmounted with a fingle ftyle, and concealed at thi 
bottom of the calix, grows along with it into a fruit that i« 
fit for eating ; it refembles a fig^ and is full of feeds, £xed 
in a kind of redd i{h pulp. 

There are fcveral fpecies of nopal. Thofe which have a 
fmooth ftcm, with a number of thorns placed too clofe to 
each- other, arc not fit for the breeding of the cochineal. 
Thefe infeéls thrive well only on that lort which hath few 
thorns, and a downy furfacc proper to give them a firmer 
footing. Wind and cold rain, as well as too much damp, 
are injurious to the plant. The mode of lopping the trees 
IS not advantageous. It is better to replant it every fix 
years, by putting feveral pieces of the ftems into cavities of 
fome depth, difpofed in. a quincunx, or a fquare, at the 
diftance of fix or eight feet from each other. . A fpot thus, 
planted, and diftinguiftied by the name of nopalry^ is jufu- 
ally tio more than one or two acres in extent, feldom three* 
£ach acre produces as much as two quintals of cochineal, 
and one man is fufficient to cultivate it ; he mult ^eed fre- 
' quently, but with precaution, in order not to difturb the 
infeâ, which would not furvive if it were difplacejl. The 
cultivator muft alfo take care to get rid of the animals that 
would deftroy the plant ; the moft formidable of which is 
a caterpillar, which makes its way even through the infidc 
of the plant, and attacks the infeâ: underneath. 

Eighteen months after the plantation, the nopal is co« 
Tcred ^with cochineals ; but in order to diftribute them more 
regularly over thé whole plant, and to prevçrit them from 
injuring each other, from their proximity, fmall nefts, made 
of the outfide rind of the tocoa, open to the weft, and fill- 
ed with twelve or fifteen females ready to lay their eggs, 
arc fixed to fpines at certain diftances. The little ones 
which come out, îi^ themfelves on the nopal, and attain to 
their utmoft growth in two months, which is the limited 
duration of their life. They are then gathered ; and this 
operation is renewed every two months from 06lo6er to 
May. The crop may be lefs valuable if it ibould be mixed 
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with another kind of cochineal of a lower price, or If there 
be a great quantity of males, whkh are in little eftimatlon, 
became they are lefs, and that they fall off before the timç. 
This crop is to be gathered fome days bofore the laying of 
the eggs, either to prevent the lofs of the eggs, which are 
rich in colour, or to hinder the little ones from Bxlng upon 
a plant which is already exhaufted, and muft be left to'itfelf 
for a few months* Beginning then by the bottom of the 
plant, the cochineals are fucceffively detached with a knife, 
and are made to fall into a bafon placed underneath, one 
of the edges of which being flattened» adapts itfelf exaâly 
to the phipt, which is afterwards cleaned with the fame 
knife, or with a cloth. 

Immediately before the rainy feafon comes on, in order 
to prevent the total deftru^Ion of the cochineals, which 
might be occafioned by the unwholefomenefs of the air, the 
branches of the nopal, loaded with infant infeâs, are cut 
off. Thefe brancnes are laid up In the houfes, where they 
maintain their frefhnefs, as aU mucilaginous plants do. Here 
the cochineals thrive during the bad feafon. As foon as 
that is paffed, they are placed on the trees, where the vivi- 
fying freihnefs of the air foon makes them propagate. 

Uiie wild cochineal, a different fpecies from the fine, or 
mefteque cochineal, we have been fpeaklnflr of, but cultivat- 
ed in the fame places, and on the fame plant, does not re- 
Îiuire as much care and precaution ; It is a more hardy in- 
eâ, and bears the injuries of the air better.' The crop of 
it is confequently lefs variable in the produce, and may be 
gathered aU the year. This in feel differs from the other, 
inafmuch as it is more voracious, lefs abounding In colour, 
and enveloped in a kind of cotton, which it extends two 
lines all round it. This fpecies multiplies more readily, 
fpreads further and fafter without any affiftance ; fo that a 
nopalry Is foon covered with them. As Its produce is more 
certain, as its price Is equivalent .to two thirds of that of tbe 
finer fort, and as It propagates upon all the fpecies of do« 
pal, It may be cultivated with fuccefs, but feparately ; be- 
caufe, if it were placed near the other, it would ftarve It, 
and the other might a]fo be fmothered under the down. 
This fpecies Is alio found in Peru, upon a very prickly no- 
pal, which is extremely common there. 

As foon as the cochineids are gatheredi they are plunged 
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în hot water to kill them. There are different ways of 
drying them. The beft is, to expofe them to the fun for 
fevenu days, by which means they acquire a red brown co* 
lour» which the Spaniards call renegrida» The fécond me- 
thod is to put them in an oven, where they aflume a grey* 
i(h colour llrcaked with veins of purple, which hath given 
them the name oïjafpeada. But the mod imperfeél, which 
is what the Indians mod generally praâife, confifls in put- 
ting them on plates along with their cakes of maize : in 
which procefs they are frequently burnt, and are called 
negra» 

Though the cochineal be claffed in the animal kingdom^ 
the fpecies of all others the moil likely to Corrupt, yet it 
never fpoils. Without any other care than merely that of 
keeping it in a box, ^ it hath been preferved in all its virtue 
for ages* 

This valuable produ6iion would probably fucceed in dif- 
ferent parts of Mexico : but hitherto fcarce any befîde the 
province of Oaxaca hath ferioufly attended to it. The 
crops have been more plentiful upon a barren foil, which is 
beneficial to the nopal, than upon a foil naturally fertile } 
they have experienced lefs accidents in an agreeably mild 
expofure, than in places where the heat and cold were more 
feniibly felt. The Mexicans were acquainted with the co- 
chineal before the deflruûion of their empire. ' They made 
life of it to paint their houfes, and to dye their cotton. We 
read in Kerrera, that, as early as the year 1523, the mi- 
niflry fent orders to Cortez to encourage the cultivation of 
it. The conquerors rejeâed this kind of labour, as they 
defpifed every other, and it was confiened entirely to the 
Indians. They are the only perfons who ilill carry it on ; 
though too frequently with funds advanced by the Spa- 
niards, upon terms more or lefs ufurious. The produce of 
their induftry is all conveyed to the capital of the province» 
which is'likewife named OaXaca. 

This town, to which there are beautiful roads leading 
up, and where a perpetual fpring prevails, rifes in the midft 
of a fpacious plain, covered with agreeable hamiçts and well 
cultivated. The ftreets are wide, run in a ftraight line, and 
confift jof houfes that are rather low, but conflruéted in a 
pleaiin^ manner. The fquares, the aqueduâ, and the pub- 
lic ediices, are executed «1 a good tafte. There are fomc 
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tQaiuifaCturts of filk and cotton ; and the merchandize of 
Afia ai\d of Europe îs în general ufe. We have an oppor- 
tui.îty of lecing fevcral travellers, whom particular circtim- 
ftanccs \iAi\ led to Oaxaca. Thçy have uniformly affured 
us. t^iat of all the fcttlements formed by the Spaniards in 
the Now World, this was the one in which the fpirit of fo- 
ciety had made the greatell progrcfs. Thefe feveral ad- 
vantages appear to be the rcfult of the cochineal trade. 

Exclufive of what is confunied by Amefica and the Phi- 
lippines, Europe receives annually four thoufand quintals of 
fine cochin eal, two hundred quintals of graniUa, a hundred 
quintals of cochineal duft, and three hundred quintals of 
the wild cochineal, which, when brought into its ports, are 
fold for 8,610,140 livres [358,7551. i6s. Ôd.] 

This rfch article hath been hitherto Cultivated only for 
the profit of Spain. 'M. Thierry, a French botanift, in 
defiance of more dangers than can be imagined, hath taken 
It away from Oaxaca itfelf, and tr'anfplanted it to San Do- 
mingo, where he cultivates it with a degree of perfeverancc 
worthy of the courage which animated hioi in obtaining it. 
His firil attempts have fucceeded be^rond his expeflations, 
and there is every Veafon to hope that the fequel will an- 
fwer to this fortunate beginning. May this fpecies of cul- 
tivation, as well as others, extend itfelf ftifl further, and 
engage the at'tenb'on of other nations ! Are we not all bre- 
thren, all children of one coriimon father, and are we not 
all called to fulfil the fame deftiny ? Is It ncceflary that I 
fhould thwart the profperity of my fellow creature, becaofc 
nature hath placed a river or a mountain between him and 
me ? Doth this barrier authorife mè to hate and to perfc- 
cute him ? How many calamities hath this exclufive predi- 
leélion for particular focieties brought upon the globe, and 
how may more will it ftill occafion in future, unlefs found 
philofophy fhould at length enlighten the mmds of men, 
too long beguiled by faditious fentiments ? My Yoicc is 
certainly too feeble to diffipate the delufion. But fome wri- 
ters will undoubtedly arife, whofe reafonin'g and eloquence 
will, fooner or later, perfuade future generations, that man- 
, kind is of greater concern to us than one's country ; or ra- 
ther, that the felicity of the one, is intimately connedlcd 
with the happinefs of the other. 

To the great exportations we have been mentionfng, we 

; 
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mud add the following articles that are fent from Mexico «i 
ten thoiifand three hundred and fifty quintals of logwood, 
which produce 112^.28 livres .{4684U los.] three hundred 
and ten quintals -of a fpecies of Brafil woodj which produce 
4266 hvres ,[1771. 158.J forty- feven quintals of carmine^ 
which produce 81,000 livres [337510 fix quintals of tor» 
toife-fhell, which produce 24,300 hvres [1012K 108.3 for- 
ty.feven quintals of aronotto« which produce 21,600 livret 
[900I.] thirty quintals of farfaparilla, which produce 4147 
£vre8'[i72L 158. lod.] forty-four quintals of balfam, 
which produce 45,920 livres [19» 31* 68. 8d. j five quintals 
of dragons' blood, which produce 270 livres .[i^L 5 8. J 
and one hundred hides with the hair ou, which produce 
lôiojivres [67I. 108,3 

But, as if nature had not yet done enough for Spain, m 
grantinflf to her, almoft graiuitoufly, all the treafures of 
the earth, which other nattions cannot obtain without the 
hardeft labour, (he hath alfo beftowed upon her, efpecially 
at Mexico, gold and fil ver, which are the.vehicle^or repre« 
* featative of every produce. 

Such Is the dominion which thefe Ain» Of the W9rhtttg 
ing and fatal metals have^ over us, that they <f the minet» 
have counterbalanced the infamy and exc* 
cration which the plunderers of America juftly deferved* 
The names of Mexico, Peru, and Potofi, no longer. make us 
(hudder ; and yet we are men 4 Even at this day, when the 
fpirit of juftice and the fentiments of humanity are incul- 
cated in all our writings, and are become the invariable rule 
of our judgments ; a navigator, who (houldcome into our 
ports with a veflel laden with riches avowedly obtained by. 
methods equally barbarous, would land amidft the general 
acclamations of the multitude. Where is then that wif-^ 
dom^ which is fo much the boaft of the prefent age ? What 
is then that gold, which removes from us the idea of vice,, 
and prevents us from feeh'âg that fenfe of horror which the 
fhedding X>f blood naturally impreffes us with : There are 
undoubtedly fome advantages annexed to a medium of ex- 
change between nations, to an external reprefentation of 
all forts of value, to a common edimate of all labours. 
But would not greater advantages have been obtained, if 
nations had continued in a ilate of tranquillity, detached 

Fol. //. R 
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from each other, ignorant and bo^iuble, than thus to have 
become corrupted with the moft terocious of all paiOons ? 

The orfgin of metals hath not always been well undev* 
ftood. It was long thought thst they were as old as the 
creation. It is now beheved, with greater reafon, that 
they are formed fucccfiiTely * In fa^y it is impoffible to 
doubt» that nature is continually in aâion, and that (he ex^ 
crts herielf with as much power in .the .bowels of the earth 
as in: the regions of the iky. 

'Every metal» accoidin^ to the chemills» hath for itsprin« 
ciple an earth which connitutes and is peculiar to it. It 
prefents ttfelf to us, fometimes in the form that charaâer- 
izes it, and fometimes under various appearances, when it 
requires a degree of habit and (kill to recognize it. In the 
the firJI cafe it is called native, in the fécond mineralized» 

ore. 

Metals, whether native or nilneraUzed, are fometimes 
fcatteted by fragments in. beds of earth that are honzontsd 
or inclined. But this is not the place of their origin* 
They have been conveyed thither by great Volcanoes, floods» 
and earthquakes, which are continually fubverting our mi- 
ferable planet. They are commonlv found» fometimes in 
regular veins, and fometimes in detacned mafles, within the 
rocks and mountains where they are formed. 

According to the conjedutes of naturalifts, from theic 
large caverns which are perpetually heated there arife con* 
tinuak exhalations. Thefe fulphureous and faline liquors 
aâ on the metallic particles, attenuate and divide them, and 
put them^in motion within the cavities of the earth. They 
unite again ; and then, .becoming too heavy to fupport 
themfelves in. the air, they fall, and are heaped up one upon 
another. If, in their feveral. motions, they have not met 
with other bodies, they form pure metals ; which they de 
not, if they happen to have been combined with ibreiga 

fubftances. ' ^ 

Nature, which feems to have intended to conceal thefe 
metals, bach not been able to fecret them from the avidity 
of. man. From repeated obfervations, we are led to difco- 
ver the places where there are mines. They are ufually 
found in mountains, where plants grow with difficulty, 
and foon fade : where trees are fmall and crooked ; where 
the moifture of dews, rains, and even fnows, is foon dried 
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up; where fulphureous and mineral exhalations arife; where' 
the waters are impregnated with vitriolic faits ; and where 
the fands contain metalltc partides. Though each of thefe 
marks, feparately confidered» he ailibigaoust ft feldom hap- 
pens, when all of them arc united» bat that the earth con- 
tains fome mine. 

But what 'are th€ terms on which têe extraft this trea- 
fure or this poifon from thoft caverns where nature had con- 
eeal^d it ? We muft pierce rocks to an immenfe depth j we 
mud dig fubterraneous channels, to cariry off the waters 
which âow in and menace 1rs on étéry- fide ; we nlttft con- 
vey into immenfe galleries the wood of whole forefls cut 
into props ; we muft fupport the vaults of thefe galleries 
againft the enormous weight of the earth which perpetually 
tends to fill them up, and to bury in their ruins thofe ava- 
ricious and prefumptuous men who confl[ruâ:ed them ^^ we 
muft dig canals and ac^ueduâs ; we muft invent hydraulic 
siachides of aftonifhing and various powers, and all the fe- 
verd kinds of furnaces ; we muft hazard being fuffocated 
or confumed by a vapour which takes fire from the glîm<- 
mering flame of the lamps, without which the work could 
not be carried on ; and we muft at laft perifh by a confump- 
tion, which reduces human life to one half of its duration* 
If we conûder how niany obfervatioris, experinients, and 
triab, att thefe works imply, we fhall carry the origin of 
the world far beyond its kno^^^n antiquity. To (hew us the 
gold, iron, copper, tin, and filver, ufed in the earlieft ages» 
IS to a):nufe us with ap idle ftory which can only inn^bfe 
upon children. 

When the labour of mineralogy is finifhed, that of met* 
allurgy begins. Its objeéi is to feparate metals from each 
other, and to detach them from the extràneoi^s bodies 
which envelop them. 

In order to feparate the gold from the ftones Vhich con- 
tain it, it is fumcient to break them in pieces and reduce 
them to powder. The matter thus pulverized is afterwards 
trituratea with quickfilver, which combines itfelf to this 
precious metal, but without forming any union^ either with 
the rock, or fand, or even the earth, which Were mixed 
with it. By means of fire, the mercury is afterwards dif- 
tîUéd, which, on fepai^ting^ leaves the gold at the bottom 
, of the ttSA in the ftate of à plodder» which is purified in 
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the coppeL Native filver requires no other prépara- 
tlonB. 

But f\^en filver is combined with other fubftances» o^ 
with metals of a different nature, great knowledge and con - 
fummate experience are requiiite to purifjr it. Every cîr- 
cumflance authorifes us to think that this art is unknown in 
the New World, It is àlfo generally acknowledged» that 
the miners of Germany and Sweden would find, in a mine 
that hath already been worked, more wealth than the Spa- 
niard had been able to extraé^ from it. They would en* 
rich themfelves by mines, which, through want of flcill, 
have been rejeéled as fnfufficient to defray the expences of 
working them. 

Before the arrival of the Caftilians, the Mexicans had 
no gold except what the torrents detached from the moan* 
tains ; they had flill lefs ûlver, becaufe the chances that 
that might bring it into their hands were infinitely lefs fre- 
quent. Thefe metals were not employed by them as a me- 
dium of exchange, but only as objedls of ornament, or of 
mere curioCty. They were little attached to them. Ac- 
cordingly, .they lavifhed the fmalt quantity they had of 
them upon a foreign people, who made them their idol ; 
and they call it at the feet of their horfes, who, wbilç 
they^ were chewing the bit, fecme d as if they were feeding 
upon th£m« But when hoililities had commenced between 
the two iiatio|[)s» aiKl in proportion as the animofities in- 
creafeds thefe perfidious treafures were partly thrown into 
ihe lakes aixd rivers, in order to deprive an implacable ene- 
my of them, who feemed to have croffed fo many (eas for 
no other purpofe than to obtain the poflefiion of them. It 
was particularly in the capital and its neighbourhood that 
this pradice was adopted. -- After the empire was fubdued, 
the conquerors went all over it, in order to fatisfy their 
ruling paflion. The temples, the pzdaces, the private houfes, 
and even tlie meaneil hovels, were ranfacked and pillaged. 
This fource being exhaufied, it became neceifary to have 
rccoi?rfe to the mines, 

r Thofe from which the greateft expedations could be 
forjiaed, were fituated in countries which had not yet fub- 
mitted to the Mexican yoke. Nuno de Gufman was com- 
m^ffion^d, in 1 530, to reduce them to fubjedion. The ad- 
vantages which this commander derived from an illuilrious 
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name, did not prevent him from furpaffing m barbarity all 
jhc adventurers who had previoufly deluged the unfortunate 
plains of the New World with blood. Trampling upon 
millions of carcafes, he fucceeded in lefs than two years, 
in eftablifhing a very extenfive dominion, from which the 
audience of Guadalaxara was inftituted. This was always 
the part o,f New Spain the moft abounding in metals. 
Thefe riches are more efpecially common in New 'Galicia> 
in New Bifcay, and chiefly in the country of Zacatecas. 
From, the midft of thefe arid mountains is drawn the grcat- 
cft patt of thpfe eighty millions of livres [3>533>333l» 6s. 
8d.]] which are annually coined in the mints of Mexico. 
The internal circulation, the Eaft Indies, the national 
iflands, and the contraband trade, abforb near one half of 
this fpecie. The mother country receives 44,196,047 of 
thefe livres [1,841,5011. 19s. 2d.] to which we muft add, 
five thoufand (ix hundred and thirty-four quintals of copper, 
which are fold in Europe for ^3,600 livres f 18, 900Î.J 

In the earliejl periods after the conquell, all the pay- > 
meats were made with ingots of filvcr, and with pieces of 
gold, the weight and value of which h^d received the fanc- 
tion of government. The ncceffity of having a regular 
iLÎod of coin was foon felt ; and towards the year 1542, 
thefè original metals were converted into coins of different 
fizes. Some copper coins were even ftricken, but the In- 
dians rejedcd them. When they were compelled to receive 
them, they afed to throw thep, with contempt, into the 
lakes and rivers. In lefs than a year's time, the amount of 
more than a million of this com difappeared ; and it be- 
came neceffary to give up a medium of exchange, which 
difgufted the lower clafs of people. . . 

Although the breeding of cattle, cultivation, and thfi 
working of the mines, have not been carried nearly tofuch 
a degree of perfeélion as they would infallibly have been 
by an a6tive people, yet the manufactures are ftill io a worfe 
ftate. Thofe of /woollen and cotton are very general ; but 
as they are* in the hands of the Indians, meftees, and mu- 
laltoes, and that they ferve only for the clothing of the 
middhng clafs of people, they are inconceivably imperfeéik' 
Some better kinds have been made only-*at Quexetaco, 
where tolerably fine woollen cloths are manufactured. But 
it is particularly in the province of Tlafcala that the works 
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are carried oa with* fpirit. The pofition of this province 
between Vera Cruz and Mexico, the mlldneiâ of the clU 
mate, the beauty of the country, and the fertility of the 
foil, h^ye a|tra£tçd there moft of the workmen who have 
paiied from the Old to the New World* Thefe manufa&* 
^ure8 have produced fucceffively filk-iluifs» ribands» gold 
and filver, and other laces, «and h^ts, which have been con* 
fumed by fuch of the meftees and Spaniards as were not 
able to pay for the merchandize brought from Europe. 
iios Angeles, an extenfive, rich, and populous, town, is the 
centre of this buiinefs. All the earthen ware, and moft of 
the glafles and cryftals that are fold in the empire, come 
£rom Its manufa^ures. Thç govemm^ent hath ev^ fire- 
arms made there. 

Whot IS tbt rea^ Th S indolence qf the peqple inhabiting 
fon that Mexico New Spain, muft be one of the principal 
hath npt rifen to caufes chat have retarded the profperity of 
greater frof]^' tbi» cckbnAc4 régira» \&X, it is ao( the 
pitf ^ gnjy OQC ; and l}he diSicylty of çoir^l^uni^ 

cation muft have added gre^ty tothisFant 
ef aâivity. The eirculatiqn of tirade is cQnUnuaUy. ftop^ 
pedft by ail the phft^clef th^t ca:^ havie been fuggefted by^ 
UBJttft and raAAcious adi^Mniftratiom Thor^ ate at a^oft but 
two rivers able to bear çveç foi^l P^notfs» 9ind iicith^r of 
the». poSeSei this adfantage {9 9U feafons. Thim «re but 
few tr9çes of roads e?en n.eaf the great towns; in every 
other part the provifions pr mercbandize. can only be con- 
vcyed upon thc^ back of inules» and every thing that is brit- 
tle upon the heads of the Indians» In moft of the provin- 
ccà, the price which the tr&veUer is to pay for lodging, for 
^orfâ, for guides, and for provjkfions, is regulated by the 
police ; and this cuftom, however barbarous it may be 
thought, is dill preferable to what is praâifed in places 
whet« liberty feems to be more refpeûed. 
* Thefe obftacks to public profperity have been increafc^ 
by the fevere yoke under whidi opipreffive mafters held tKe 
Indians, upon whom all the hard labour was impofed* This 
e^U is become more confiderable from the diminution of the 
b^ds employed to ferve the cupidity of the Europeans. 

The 0rft ftèps of the Caftilians at Mexico were marked 
mih blood. The carnage extended itfelf daring the memory 
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able iîege of the city | and It was carried to the higheft 
pitch of exceiis, In the expeditions that were undertaken to 
fubdue defperate people who had endeavoured to break 
their chains. The mtrodu£lk>n of the fmaU^^pox Increafed 
the depopulation, which was ftlll augmented foon after, by 
the epidemic difeafcs of 1545 and 1576, the firft of which 
deprived the empire of eight hundred thouCand inhabitants, 
'and the fécond, of two miUIous, if we choofe to adopt the 
calculations of the credulous and ^xs^gerating Torquema- 
da. It is even demonftrated, that without any accidental 
caufe, the number of the Inhabitants hath been infeniibly 
reduced to a very few. According to the regifters of 1600, 
there were five hundred thoufand tributary Indians In the 
diocefeof Mexico; and In 1741, there remained no more 
than one hundred and nineteen thoufand ^x hundred and 
eleven. In the diocefe of Los Angelas there were two 
hundred and fifty-five thoufand ; and there remained no 
more than eighty-eight thoufand two hundred and forty. 
In the diocefe of Oaxaca there were a hundred and fifty 
thoufand ; and there remained no more than forty-«four 
thoufand two hundred and twenty-two« We do not know 
the changés that have happened In the diocefes of the fix 
other churches ; but It is probable tliat they have been the 
fame everywhere. 

The cuftom which prevailed, and Mil prevails among the 
Spaniards, meftee8,muIàttoes,and negroes, frequently to take 
wives from among the Indians, while no one female of thefe 
branches hath ever, or fcarce ever, chofe hu (bands front 
among them, hath undoubtedly contributed to the diminu- 
tion of this race : but the effedt of this circumflance mud 
have been rather coniiued; and if we be not deceived, 
confequences much more extendve have been produced by 
a fyllem of permanent tyranny. 

It, muft be acknowledged, however, that In • proportion 
as the population of the natives diminifhed, thi<t of the fo- 
reigners increafed in a very remarkable degree of progref^ 
fion. In 1600, the diocefe of Mexico reckoned no more 
' than feven thoufand of thefe families ; and in T741, their 
number was raifed to one hundred and nineteen thoufand 
five hundred and eleven. The diocefe of Los Angeles reck- 
oned only four thoufand, and thefe were raifed to thirty 
thoufand fix hundred. The diocefe of Oaxaca computed 
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only a thoufand ; and thefe were raîfcd. to feven thou&nd 
two hundred and nmety-fix» The ancient inhabitant»» 
however» have been but imperfeâly replaced by the new 
ones. The cultivation of the lands, and the working of the' 
mines, were the ordinary occupation of the' Indians. The 
Spaniards, the meAees, the mutattoes, and even the blacks, 
have moft of them difdained to attend to thefe great ob- 
jets : feveral of them live in a fUte of idlenefs. A ftifi 
gpreater number of them devote a few moments to the arts 
and to commerce. The reft are employed in the fervice of 
the rich» 

It Is particularly in the capital of the empire that we are 
difgufted with this laft circumftahce. The inhabitants of 
Mexico, who for fome time had reafon to doubt, whether 
the Caftilians were a fet of robbers, or a conquering peoj^e, 
faw their capital almoft totally deftroyed by the cruel wars 
that were caeried on in it. Cortez foon rebuilt it in a ftyle 
very fuperior to that in. which it appeared before this cata- 
ftrophe. 

The city rifes in the midft of a great lake, the banks of 
wliich exhibit fortunate fituations, which would be deHg^t- 
ful if nature were a little affifted by the efforts of art. Upon 
the lake itfelf, the eye beholds «ith (atisfaôion a number 
of âoating iflands.. Thefe are rafts formed by weeds, inter- 
woven with each other, and fufficiently folid to bear thick . 
layers of earth, and even dwellings lightly conftruâed» 
Some Indians live there, iind cuhivate a plenty of- veget- 
ables. Thefe fmgular gardens do not always occupy the 
lame fpace. Their fituation is changed, when this alter- 
ation fuits the poHlefibrs. 

Very wide banks raifed upon piles lead up to> the city. 
Five or fix canals convey all the produftions of the coun- 
try to its centre» and in it its moft beautiful parts. A whole- 
fome water, which is derived from a mountain at the dif- 
tance only of five or fix hundred toifes, is diftributed in all 
- the houfes^ and even to sdl the different ftories, by means of 
aqueduds very well contrived. 

The air of this city is very temperate : woollen clothing 
may be worn there all the year. The leaft precautions are 
fuffictent to prevent any inconveniences from the heat* 
Charles V afked a Spaniard, on his arrival from Mexico» 
how long the interval was there bctwee» fummer and wia- 
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ter ? " jaft as long,'* replied he with great trudi and , wit^ 
<< as it takes to pafs out of funfhine into the fhade.?' 

The adVant^e whidi this city: hath of being the capital 
of New Spain> hath fucceffively multiplied ils inhabitants* 
In 17779 the number of births amounted to five thoufand 
nine hundred and fifteen, and that of burials to five thpu- 
iand and eleven ; from whence we may conclude, that its 
population is not much inferior to two hundred thoufand 
fouls. All the citizens are not opulent, but feveral of 
theipi are, perhaps, more fo than in any other part of the 
globe.^ Thefe riches, very rapidly accumulated, foon had 
a remarkable influence. Mod of the materials, which in 
other parts were of iron or copper, were here made of' 
filver or gold. Thefe brilliant metals were ufed as orna- 
ments for the fervants, for the horfes, for the mofl common 
furniture, and employed for the meaneil purpofes* The 
manners, which always follow the courfe of IUXU179 were 
raifed to the fame romantic train of magnificence. The 
women, within their houfes, were attended by thoufands 
of flaves, and did not appear in pUfoh'c without a retinue, 
which anrongfi us is referved for the majefty of the throne, 
. To thefe extravagancies the men added (till greater profu- 
fions, which they lavifhed upQ» the negro women, whom^ 
they raifed publicly to the . rank of their miftrefFee. The 
luxury fo'inojdinate in the common aélion&of hfe, fnrpaif- 
ed all bounds upon occafion of the leaft feilival. The ge- 
neral and prevailing pride was t-heh in commotion, and 
every individual lavilhed millions to juftify his own. The 
crimes ncceffary to fupport thefe extravagancies were pre- 
vloufly expiated ; for fuperftition declared every man holy 
and juft, who bcftowed large fums upon the churches. ~ ' 

!Every circumilançe bore the mark of an oftentation h4« 
therto unknown in the two hemifphçres ; the inhabitants 
were no longer fatlsBed with a decent dwelling, fituated in 
- wide and even ftrcets. Moft of them required hotels, the 
extent of which was fuperior to either their convenience, or > 
their elegance. Public edifices were multiplied, without 
recalling to the mind of any man the profperous days of ar- 
chitefture, or even of the bed Gothic times. The princi-' 
pal fquares had all the fame form, the fame regularity, arid 
the fame kind of fountain, with ornaments executed with- 
out taft^ Trees that were ill chofen, and of a dirty ap« - 

R5 



^fr^} 



394 HISTOM OP S«TTII&¥1S.NTS 4N» TRADE Bool W. 

pearance, deprived the walks of the omaipeBts which they 
might have received from aTenuea well diftribnted, and from 
water-works. Among the fifty-five convents which had 
been fouàded by a fpirit of credulity woi^hy of pity, there 
were very few of them which did not create difgiift from 
the faults of their conftniôioo. The numberlefs temples» 
in which the treafures of the whole globe were heaped up, 
were generally devoid of majefty, and were not cafculatML 
to infpire thofc who frequented them wkh ideas and fenti- 
ments worthy of the Supreme Being, whom they cune to 
adore. Among this multiplicity of immenfe buddings, 
there are but two that are worthy of fixing the attention 
of the traveller. One is the palace of the viceroyi when: 
the tribunals of juftice are dMo holden» where the coin is 
flricken, and where the quickfilver is depofited. The peo- 
ple, who are driven to defpair by fiimine, burnt it in il^a. 
It hath been fince rebuilt upon a better plan. It is a fquare 
with four towers, and is feven hundred and fifty fee^ in 
length, and fix hundred and ninety in breadth.' The ca- 
thedral, begun in 15739 and finiihed in 1667, would equal- 
ly do honour to the beft artifls* It is four hundred feet in 
length, by one hundred and ninety-five in breadth, and 
hath coft 9,46o,Bcx> livres [394,2001.] Unfortunately, 
thefe edifices are not fo folid as it might be wiihed they 
were. 

Wcihave feen, that Mexico waa fituated upon a confi» 
derable lake, divided by a narrow flip of land into two 
parts, the one filled with fweet water, the other with (alt* 
Thefe waters appear equally to flow from a high mountain 
at a (mail diftance from the city, but with this difiPerence» 
that the fait waters muft neceflarily traverfe fome minea 
which communicate thid quality to them. But befide thefe 
regular fpriogs^ there exift, a little further bff, four fmaU 
lakes, which in tempeftuous feafons, fometimes difcharge 
themfelves into the great one with deftruéiive violence. 

The aneient inhabitants of this city had always been ex- 
pofed to Inundations, which made them purchafe, fit a very 
dear rate, the advantages they acquired from the fituation 
' they had chofen to fix the centre of their power upon. To 
the calamities infeparable from thefe too frequent overfiow- 
fngs, the conquerors experienced the additions^ difappoint- 
men^ of feeing their heavier buildings, though raifed upon 
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piles» fink, in a very fhort time, from four to fix InAes, f n 
a £oii that had not ftnnnefs chough to fupport them. 

Attempts were made, at different times, tp turn afide 
thefe dreadful torrents : but the directors of thefe great 
works had not fufficient ikill to employ the moft effectual 
iBean» ; por were the fuhaltern agents fufficlently zealous 
to fupply, by t;heir efforts, the want of capacity in thçîr 
chiefs* ^ 

The engineer Martines conceived, in 1607, the idea of a 
great canal, which appeared in general preferable to all the 
f methods purfued before that period. In order to defray.* 

the expencc» of this projed, the government required thé 
hundredth part of the value of the houfes, lands, and merch- 
andize ; a fpecies of impoH unknown in the New World», 
Foufi hundred and feventy-one thoufand one hundred and 
fifty-four Indians were employed, ducing fix years, at this 
work ; and the undertaking was afterwards judged to be : 
împraéUcable* 

The court, wearied with the diverfity of opinions, and : 
\s, the troubles they occafionedj decreed, in 1631, that Mcx- 
I CO fheuld be abandoned, and that a new capital fhould be 

^ ereâed oh fome other fpot. The fpirit of avarice, which, 
objeéied to the lead faerifiee ; that of libidioufnefs, which 
was afraid of having its pleafures interrupted \ and that of 
indolence, which fhuddered at the idea of trouble ; all the 
paffîons, in a word, united chemfclves to oblige the mini* 
ttry to change their refolutions ; and they prevailed. 

Upwards of a century paffed away before thé government 
ajtiended to the diUy of preventing the misfortunes of which 
the people were inceffantly complaining. At length their 
attention was roufed. In 1763, it was refolyed to cut a. 
mountain, in which fome excavations only had till that 
time been made ; and the waters have iince had as fi*ee a 
]^ffage. as the public fecurity required. The commercial 
body have undertaken this great work for the fum of. 
4,3 20,000, livres [180,0001.] They even* agreed to pay 
whatever additional expences this labour might .be attenciçd 
with, and that if there were any favings, they fhould be ap- 
plied, to the profit of the treafury. This generefity hath 
not been- a virtue of mere oftentation. The merchants 
have expended 1,890,000 livres [78,750!.] in rendering 
this fervice to their country. 
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Other works are meditated. The projeâ of drying up 
the great lake that f urrounds Mexico ieems to be at a ftand ; 
and pcrfons of the art require 8>ioo>ooo livres [3579500!.} 
to complete the new plan in a proper manner. Tma is a 
large funu But what is money, when the buûnefs is to 
make the air wholcfome,. to pre£erve ^e lives of men^ or^to 
încreafe provifions ? What infinite good would the rulers of 
the world do» and how much will they be honoured» when 
the gold whiclr they lavifh in inordinate Ijixury» upon 
greedy favourites» or in idle caprices^ fhall be confecrated 
to the improvement of their empire ! An airy hofpital, con- 
ftruâed with flcill and carefully managed ; the abolition of 
beggary, or the employing of indigent perfons ; the pay- 
in? off of the national deot ; a moderate tax» diftributed 
with equity ; the reformation of the laws, by the compofi* 
tion of a clear and fimple code ; fuch inftitutions would 
raife their gloiy to a higher pitch than magnificent palaces; 
than the conqucft of a province» after a number of viâor- 
ies ; than all the bronzes» aU the marbles» and all the in- 
fcriptions of flattery. 

If the court of Madrid» who have the greateft xeafon 
to entertain fuch hopes» fhould do for Mexico what they 
have propofed» they will foon fee this famous city become 
the feat of government» the place of the mint» the refidence 
of the moft extenfive proprietors» the centre of all import- 
ant affairs ; they will behold it foaring to a ftill greater 
height, communicating to thje provinces under its depend- 
ence the impulfe it (haU have received» giving energy to in* 
duûry» increafing internal circulation» and, by a neceffary 
confequence» extending and multiplying its foreign con- 
nexions. 

Conneaions of That which Mexico hath formed with 

Mexico wùh the the Philippines, \b the moft notorious of 
Pht!tfipines> all thofe it maintains through the channel 

* of the South fea« 
' When the court of Madrid» whofe ambition iocreafed 
with their profperity» had conceived the plan of forming « 
great eftablifhment in Afia, their attention was ferioufly en- 
gaged in confidering of expedients to enfure . it fuccefs. 
This projet was nece/farjily attended with great difficulties. 
The riches of America lo powerfuHy attraéted Ùit Spa- 
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ûfardBy who confented to a voluntary exile, that it did /not 
appear poifible to engage even the mod wretched of them 
to fettle at the Fhilippmesy unlefs it were agreed to give 
them a ihare in the trdafures o£ thofe iflands* This facrî» 
fice was refolved upon. The rlfing colony was authorifed 
to fend every year into America India goods, in exchange 
for metals. 

This unreftrained freedom was attended with fuch im- 
portant confequences, that the jealoufy of the mother-coun^ 
try was excited. Tranquillity was in fome meafure reftoredi ' 
by reftraining a commerce, which was thought to be, and 
which really was, immenfe. The trade that was to be al» 
lowed - in future, was divided into twelve thoufand equal 
fharesi Every head of a family was to have one, and per« 
fons in office a number proportioned to their rank. Reli- 
gious communities were included in this arrangement, ac- 
cording to the extent of their credit, and the opinion that 
was entertained of their utility. 

The veflels which fet out at fir ft from the ifland pf Cebu^ 
and afterwards from the ifland of Luconia, originally took 
the route of Peru. The length of this voyage was prodi- 
giouà« Trade-winds were difcovered, which opened a much 
ihorter paflage to Mexico ; this branc^ of commerce was 
tranfaéied on its coaft, where it was fettled. 

A veffel of about two thoufand ton burthen is difpatcbed 
every year ^from the port of Manilla. According to the 
laws at prefent in force, and which have frequently been 
varied, this fhip ought not to carry more than four thou- 
fand bales of merchandize, and yet it is laden with at leail 
double that quantity. The expences of building, of fitting 
out, and of the voyage, which are always infinitely more 
confiderable than they ought to be, are fupported by the 
government, which receives no other indemnification than 
75,000 piaflres or 405,000 livres [16,8751.] per vefTeh 

The departure of it is fixed for the month of July. Af- 
ter having .cleared a multitude of iflands and rocks, which 
are always troublefome, and fometimes dangerous, the gal- 
leon fleers northward as far as the thirtieth decree of lati« 
tude. There the trade-winds begin* to blow, which convey 
it to the place of- its defiination. It is generally thought» 
that if it proceeded further, it wpuld meet with fironger, 
and more regular winds^ which would haften its coune : 
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but the conuvanckn are foibiddeo» andor thfi bea^ûeft peoaL 
UM» to go ouli of the track, that hath been marked out to 
them« 

This is undottbtedlj the féa&o that hath preveatcd the 
Spaniards» durwff the oourfey^f twoc oenturits» finoaa mak* 
uig the lead dUcovery u]bk}ix an Qceao» which would have 
onered To many objets of mftruéifon and advantage to moue 
ealîghtened aad lefa circuii»rpe£t aatioaa. The voyage 
|aift& fix monthly bccaufc tibe vt flel à OYcn-ftoeked with men 
and raerchaadizc» . and that all thof(^ that are on^board arc 
i fet of timid iiavigatoa»^ who oever make btit little way 
durtflg the mght-timci. and ofteo^ though, without nece& 
ly, make noote at all. 

*Fhe port of Acapulco» wbet^ the yeSd arnves^ hadi two 
inletSf iepatrated from each alher hy.SLÙoell tfhmd : the en» 
trance into them in the day ia by mean» of a fea-breeze» aad 
the fmlîag out in the nîgkt-tioteîs effeâedby a laad-breese- 
It is defended only by a bad foit». fifty foldiers^ forty-two 

Îieces of canne») and thirty^two of the corps of artillery, 
t ia equally extenfive^ lafe, and commodious. The ba(ba 
which forms this b^ai^iful kacbour is fuxrounded by lofty 
mountaioi»^ which are (a diy, that they are even deftitate 
of water. Four hundred families of ChineJe^ muhutocf». 
and negroesi which compofe three companies> of milttia, are 
the only peifon* accoftomed to breathe the «or of thia place» 
which is buming^ heavy, and onwholefome. The number 
of inhabitants in this feeble and auferable colony is coofidcr- 
ably increafed upon the arrtTal of the galleons, by the raer- - 
chants from all the proviivces of Mexico, who come to ex* 
change their ill ver and their cochineal, for thefpicea, muâina, . 
chîjia, printed linens, filks, perfumes, and gold works of 
Afia. 

At this market, the fraud impiideatly begun in the Oldi 
World, is as impudently completed in t|ie New. The fea- 
tutes have limited the fale to 2^700,000 livres ^iJ2,gqch'} 
and it exceeds 10,800,000 livres [400,000!.] AU the mo» 
ney produced by thefe exchanges (hould give ten per cent* 
to the government : but they are deprived of three fourths 
of the revenue which they Ought to coUeâ froia their cti£» 
toms, by biie entries. 

After flaying here about three months, the galleon rr- 
fumes its courfe to the Philippine iilandsy with a few com* 
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psinieB of infantry, deftined to rçcniît tlie garrifon of Manil* 
la. This veilel hath been intercepted in its pafiage three 
times by the EsgliAi. It was taken in 1587 by Cavendifh, 
in 1709 by Roffers, and in 1742 by Anfon. The leaft part 
of the riches with which it is kden remains in the, colony ; 
the reft is diflributed among the nations which had contri- 
buted to form its cargo» 

The long pafiage which the galleons had to make» had 
made it a debrable thing to have a port where they might 
refit and take in refreshments. Such apport was found on 
the road from Acapulco to the Philippines, in an archipela- 
go known by the name of the Marianne iflandi* 

These ifUnds form a chain which ex- Dafcr^tion rf 
ienâs from the 13th to the 2 2d degree, tin Mariarmi 
Several of them are nothing more than iflands. 
rocks : but there are nine of them which 
are of fome extent. There it is that nature, in all her rich* 
nefs and beauty, difplays a perpetual verdure; abounds in 
flowers of an exquifite odour, in waters as clear as <:ryila],- 
falling into cafcades ; in trees loaded with flowers and fruit» 
at the fame time, and in piâiurefque fituatione which art 
will never imitate. 

In this archipelago, which is fituated under the torrid 
«one, the air is pure, the iky ferene, and t^c climate tem- 
perat-e. 
^ It was formerly inhabited by numbers of people, the ori- 

fin of whom nothing remains to indicates They were un- 
oubtedly thrown on thefe coafts by Jome ftorm ; but thip 
event muft have happened fo long ago, that they had for- 
gotten their origin, and thought themfelves the only inha- 
bitants of the globe» 

Some cuftoms, moft of them fimibr to thofe of the other 
favages of the South fea, ferve them inftead of a form of 
worfhip, of a code of laws, afid of a fyftem of govemmeiit» 
They paffed their days in perpetual indolence j and it was 
to the bananas, to the cocoa-nuts, and efpecially to the 
rima, that t^ey owed this misfortune or advantage. 
, The rima, mentioned by fome traveller^ under the name 
of the brcadHree, is not yet well known to the botanifts. 
It is a tree, the ftem of which, that is high ân<j ftiwght, \9 
divided toward^ its top into fe?eral branches. îts lea^s arc 
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alternate, large, firm, thfck, and deeply finus^tèd toward! 
their lateral edges. The yonngeft of thcm^ before çhey 
unfold themfelves, are indolcd in a membrane which drie? 
up, and when it falls, leaves a circular impreffion roaiid the 
ftem. They yield, as well as the other parts of the tree, a 
▼ery vifcous, milky fluid. From the axilla of the fuperior 
leaves, a fpongy fubllance is prodilced, fix inches in length, 
and covered all over with mate flowers, very clofe to each 
other. Lower down, other fubftances are found, loaded 
with female flowers, the piilil of which becomes an elon- 
gated berry filled with a kernel. Thcfe berries, which are 
lupported upon one common axis, are.fo clofe to each 
other, that they are confounded, and form, by their aflcm- 
blage, a very large fruit, ten inches in length, and befet 
with thick, fliort, and blunted points. It appears that 
there are two fpecies or varieties of the rima. The fruit of 
one of them is pulpy on the infide, and full of kernels, 
which are good for eating, and which have the figure and 
tafte of the chefnut. The fruit of the other ^ecies is 
fmaller : it hath no kernels, becaufe thefe come to nothing 
when it is perfeéHy ripe. The pulp of it is foft, fweetifh, 
and unwholefome. But when it is gathered a little before 
it is ripe, it hath the taile of the artichoke, and is eaten as 
bread, from whence it hath been called the. bread fruit. 
Thofe who wifli to keep, it one or more years, cut it into 
dices, and dry it in the oven, or in the fun. 

There are three things which appear worthy of remark 
in the hiilory of the Marianne iflands. 

The ufe of fire was totally unknown there. None of 
thofe terrible volcanoes, the deftrudive traces of which arc. 
indelibly marked on the face of the globe ; none of thofe 
celeftial phenomena which frequently light up devouring: 
and unexpedi^ flames in all climates; none of thoS 
fortunate occurrences, which, by fridtion orcollifon, cx- 
traâ brilliant fparks from fuch a . number of bodies : no- 
thing, in a word, had given the peaceable inhabitants of 
the Marianne iflands the leaft idea of an element (b familiar 
to other nations. It was neceffary that the refentment oE 
the firft Spaniards that arrived upon thefe favage coafls, 
(hould burn fome hundreds of their huts, in order to make^ 
them acquainted with it. 

This ufe of fire was little calculated to p^t tbenv a fa- 
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vourable idea of it» or to make them wifh to fee it appear 
again. Accordingly, they took it for an animal which 
fixed itfelf to the wood, and fed upon it. Thofe whom 
their ignorance of fo new an objecl had induced to come 
near ft,, having burnt themfelves» theip cries infpired the 
reft with terror, fo that they did not dare to look at it but 
at a great didance. They di*eaded the bite of this wild 
beaft, whom they thought capable of wounding them by 
the mere violence of its rcfpiration. They recovered, how- 
ever, by degrees from the conftecnation with which they 
bad been feized : their miilake was gradually removed, and 
they at length accuftomed themfelves to the ufe of this va- 
luable advantage, of which all other known people had been 
in poiTeffion from time immemorial* 

Anothercircumflance worthy of attention is the fuperiority 
which the weaker £ex had affumed over the (Ironger in the 
Marianne iflands. Such was their afcendant, that the wo- 
men there enjoyed unlimited power in their families ; that 
nothing could be parted without theie confenty^ and that 
fhey had the free difpofal of every thing ; that in no ia- 
ftance, even that of infidelity pubh'cly acknowledged, it was 
permitted to be wanting in the attentions that were due to 
thîem^ that how little loever they themfelves might judge 
their hufbands to be deficient in mildnefs, complaifance, and 
fubmiilion, they were at liberty to make a new choice ; and 
that if they thought themfelves betrayed, they might pil- 
lage the hut, and cut down the trees of the traitor, or make 
their relations, or companions, commit the fame havo . 

But how could fuch ftranc^e cuftoms have been eftablifli* 
edf and have taken root ? If we credit ancient or modern 
accounts, the men of this archipelago were black, ugly, 
and deformed ; they had moft of them a difgufting cuta- 
neous difeafe, notwith (landing the daily ufe of the bath. 
The women, on the contrary, had a tolerably clear com- 
plexion, regular features, ^n eafy air, fome graces, and a 
tafte for finging and dancing. It is not therefore furprif- 
ing that with all thefe means of pleating, they fhould have 
acquired an abfolute empire, which cannot be (haken. It 
is truly extraordinary, that there fhould have been any coun* ' 
tries, and efpecially .favage regions, where a difference to 
marked hath been found between the two fexes. The una- 
oimicy of hiflorians upon this point, will probably never^ 
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filence the doubta that naturally arife ia the mind from ib 
improbable an account. 

The united tcftimooies of any niunber-of writers, cansot 
prevail againft a wellrknown» general, and conftaift, kw of 
nature. We know, that in every part, except at the Ma- 
rianne idands, the wonoan has been found, as^ ihe ought to 
be, fubjeél to the man. In order to induce. me jto believe 
this exception, it mufl be fupported by another ; which is, 
that in this region, the women were fuperior to the men, 
not only in u^derilanding, but even in bodily flrength. If 
I be not aiTured of one of thefe faâs, I (hall deny the 
other; unlefs, hpwever, fome fuperftitious tenet have ren- 
dered their pcrfons {acred* For there is nothing which fu- 
perftition doth not alter, no cuftom, however uioaftrous, 
which it doth not eftablifh^ no crimes to which it dolh not 
lead, no facrifices wluch it doth not obtaiav If fuperfti- 
tion, at the Marianne iflands, declares to man, it is the 
will of God that thou fiiouldft cringe before woman, he 
will UQi fiûi to cringe to her. Beauty, takot% and wit, la 
all couotries of the world, whether favage or civâized, will 
induce a. msn to throw himfelf at the £eet of a woman : 
hut thefe advantages peculiar to fome women, oannot eftab-^ 
li{h in any part a general fyftem, of the tyranny of this 
W;eaker fex over the ftrongér. The man. commands the wo* 
maSft even inthofe countries where the woman commanda 
the nation. The phenomenon, at the Marianne iflands^ 
would be. in the* fyftem of morality, the fame as the equtli- 
brium^'of two unequal weights, fulpended to levers of e^ual 
length, would be in the fyilem of philofophy. No kind of 
authority ought to induce us to believe an abfuvdity. But 
Vi may be urged» that the women may have deferved this 
authpFity on account of fome important fervices, the me* 
mory of which may have, been loft. Su|>poiiBg this to be 
the cafe, the men would foon have forgotten the gratitude 
they might have (hewn in the firft inftaoce. 

The third remarkable thing in the Marianne inlands, was 
a profs^ Of cflivTC, the flngular form of which hath always 
attraâed the attention of moil enlightened navigators. 

Thefe people refided in iilands feparated from each other 
by coniîderable diftaaces.. Although they had neither the 
means nor the defire of making exchanges, yet they wifhed 
to communicate with each other. They fucceeded in this 
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defiga with the affiftance of a veflel, eatkelf iafe, thoi)gh 
very fmall : a veffel fit for every naval evolution» notwith- 
(landing the fimplicity of ks conftru^ioQ ;.and fo e^fily ma* 
nagedy t^^at three meti were fufficîent for all the manœuv- 
res ; a vefl*eU which received the winds ûdeways» a ciroiun» 
fiance ahfplutely neceffaryin thefe latitudes; which- had the 
unparalleled advantage of going and returning, v^ithoyt ev^ 
tacking about, and merely by ihifting the fail ; a vciScl, in 
a wordy fo expeditious» that it ran twelve or fifteen knots in 
lefs than an-hour, and that it iometimes went faft.^r thah 
the \yind. AU connoifleurs acknowledge, that this profs, 
which is called fyingt oii account of its lightnefs, is the 
mod perfed kind of boat that hath ever been contrived ; 
and the invention of it canûot be difputed with the inhabil- 
^Qts of the Marianne iflands, fince the model of it hath ne- 
ver been found in any fea in the world* If it were rcafon- 
able to decide upon the genius of a nation, from one finele 
diftînâ art, we could not avoid having the greatefi opinion 
of thefe f^vagQ?» whp, with coarfe litenfils» and withouit 
the affiftance of irpn, have obtained eSeéla at fea, which 
the moft enlightençd people have not been able to procuce 
to themfelves from a multiplicity of contrivances. But in 
order to determine with judgment on this miitter, it would 
require other proofs, than a fingle talent, which chance 
may have fùpphed 1 and thefe proofs are not to be found in 
^ny hiftpry. 

The Marianne iflands were difcovered in 1521 by Magel- 
lan. This celebrated navigator called them the Ladrone 
iflands, becaufe their favage inhabitants, who had not the 
leaft idea of the right of property, which is unknown in a 
date of nature, Aole from on-board their (hipa fome trifles 
which tempted their curiofity. The Spaniards negteâed, 
for a long time, to 6» themfçlvea in this archipelago, where 
there were none of thofe rich nûnes that excited theii^ cu- 
pidity. It was only in i$68, that the âûps which flopped 
there, from time to time, in their pafiage from Mexico to 
the Eaft Indies, landed a few miffionaries on thefe iflands. 
Ten yeajs after this, the court of Madrid thought that 
they did not gain a fufficient number of fubjecld by the 
means of perfuafion ; and they fupported the fermons of 
their, mifiionaries with a military force. 
. Savages, Hvjng by themfelves, and guided by a wild in- 
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ftinâ \ to whom the bow and the atrovr were even un- 
known, and whofe only weapon of defence was a large 
ftick : fuch favages could not refifl the European arms and 
troops. Neverthclefs, mod of them fuffered themfclves to 
be put to death rather than they would fuhmit. A great 
number of them were the vidtims of the difgraceful makdie» 
which their inhuman conquerors had introduced among. 
them. Thofe who had efcaped all thefe difafters, took the 
defperate refolution of making their wives mifcarry, in or- 
der that they might not leave behind them a progeny of 
(laves. The population decrtafed, throughout the whole 
arch'pelego, to fucli a degree, that it became neceflar}', 
five«and twenty or tb.irty years ago, to unite the feeble re- 
mains of them in the fiugle ifîand of Guam. 

This ifland is forty leagues in circumference. Its har- 
bour> fituated in the-vveitcrn part, and defended by a bat- 
tery of eight g ans, is formed oa one fide by a flip of land 
which advanccb two Ica^tues into the fea, and on the other 
by a Ihoal of tlie Tame extent, which furroundsit almoft cir^ 
cularly. Four /hips may anchor here, fheltered firom afl 
winds except the weftern, which never blows hard to thefe 
latitudes. 

At the diftance of four leagues from this harbour, upon 
the borders of the fea, and in a^ fortunate pofltlon, the 
agreeable town of Agana is fituated. In this chief place 
of the colony, and in twenty-one fmall hamlets . fcattcred 
around the ifland, fifteen hundred inhabitants arc dîftrîbuti 
cd, the unfortunate remains of a population former^ no» 
HBcrous. 

V The interior part of Guam ferves as an afylum and a 
pafturage for the goats, hogs, oxen, and poultry, which the. 
Spaniards brought there at the time of the conqneft, and 
which have fince become wild» Thefe animals, which muft 
either be fhot or caught in a trap, were the principal food 
of the Indians and of their oppreflbrs, when the face of 
things was fuddenly changed. 

An aélive, humane, and enlightened man hath at lengtli 
underftood, that population would not be rcftored, but that 
it would even ftill continue decreafing, unlefs he' could fuc- 
4:eed in introducing agriculture into his ifland. . This ele- 
vated idea hath induced him to become himfelf a cultivator. 
Stimulated by his example, the natives of the country have 
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cleared thofe lands, the property of which he had progiifed 
them. Thefe fields have been covered with rice, caoao, 
maize» fugar, indigo» cotton, fruits, and vegetables ; the ufe 
of which, they had been fuffered to remain ignorant of dur-* 
ïng one or two centuries \ their fuccefs hath increafed their 
docility. Thefe children of rude nature, in whom tyranny 
and fuperdition had completed «the degradation of the hu- 
man fpécies, have followed in the workHiops fome arts of 
primary neceffîty ; and have frequented, without any evi- 
dent figns of reluâance, the fchools that have been opened 
for their inftrudiion. Their enjoyments have increafe4 with 
their occupations ; ,and they have at length experienced 
happinefs in one of ihe fined countries in the world : fo 
true it is that every thing may be acçomplifhed by mild- 
nefs and benevolence, fince thefe virtues are capable of ex* 
tinguifhing refentment even in the mind of a favage. 

This unexpeded revolution hath been brought about by 
M. Tobias ; who, in 1772» ilill governed the Marianne 
iflands. May this virtuous and refpeôable Spaniard one 
day obtain what would complete his happinefs, the confo- 
latioR of feeing his favourite children forego their paffion 
for the cocoa-tree wine, and their turn for labour increafe ! 

If the Spaniards, from the beginning, had been infpired 
with the reafonable views of the prudent Tobias, the Ma- 
rianne iflands would have been civflized and cultivated. 
This double advantage would have procured to this archi- 
pelego a fecurity which it cannot expedi from a garrifoa of 
an hundred and fifty men, concentrated in Guam. 

The conquerors, quiet in their pofTeffions, would then 
have devoted themfelves to their palnon for new difcoveries» 
which' were at that time the prevailing turn of the natioi^ 
Affiled by the genius of their new fubjeds for navigation, 
their aélivity would have -conveyed the ufeful arts, and the 
fpirit of fociety, into the numerous iflands that cover the 
Pacific ocean, and ilill beyond them. The univerfe would 
have been enlarged, as it were, by fuch glorious labours. 
All commercial nations would undoubtedly have derived, in 
procefs of time, fome advantage from connedlions formed 
with thefe regions, which were before unknown : fince it is 
impoillble that one nation (hould enrich itfelf, and that 
others (hould not partake of its profperity ; but the court 
of Madrid would have enjoyed fooner, and more conftantly, 

4 
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tbe produdiotts of thefc ticw eflabliihaiedts. If wc do not 
fldiftake» this arrangement of matters would have been more 
advatvtaffeotis to Spain, than that which, confines the Ma- 
rianne iflands to the furnî/hîng of rcfrefliments for the gal- 
leons rettrming from Mexico to the PhîHîpîhes, as CaHfor- 
jiia 18 defttned to fupply them to thofe vàio go from the 
Philliptnes to Mexico* * , 

Jettent ànJmo' Calit ornia is properly a long neck of 
dem fiûlt of land, which proceeds from the notlhera 
Calif amia. coafta of America, and runs along between 

eaft and foath as fat as the torrid zone : it 
Is waffled on ifaeh fide by the Pacific ocean. The part that 
is known of this penihtula is three hondttd kagaes long, 
and ten, twenty, thirty, or forty, broad* 

It is impoffible that, thronghèut fnch aii extent of cûun- 
tfy, the naturt of the foil and th^ temperature of the air 
fhould be eveiywhere the fapie. \ It may be faid, however, 
that, in general, the climate here is dry atd exceffîvely hot ; 
the grotind bare, ftony, mountainous, fàndy, and confe- 
qnentlyliatren, and unnt for agriculture and for the breed- 
ing of cattle. Amidft the fmall number of trees that art 
found here, the ihoft ufeful is the pitahaya, the ptoduce of 
nHifch conft'itutes the princi|>al food 6f the Califorûians. 
This tree is a fpecies of the cereus perutrianus, which, like 
;the reft of the fame elafs, hath no leaves. Its ilems, which 
at-e flfaight and Huted, have then: fides full of prickles, and 
furnifli an Immediate fupport to fome whitifh flowers, fimilar 
to thofe of the nopal on which the cochineal lives, but much 
longer. The fruits which fucceed thefe flowers have ine» 
't][udities Upon their furface, which are produced by the re- 
rtaining bafis of the fcales of the calix. They are of thé 
fize of a hen's tgg^ red on the outfide, and filled in the in^ 
fide with a white pulp fit for eating, and fweeter and more 
delicate than the ordinary hg, la the midft of this pulp 
are found fome fmall, black, and (hining feeds. 

The fea, which is richer than the lan3, fwarms witb moft 
excellent fifti of every kind. But the circumftancc which 
renders the gulf of California of more importance is the 
pearls, which, in the filhing-feafon, drai^ there, frotti the 
fcveral provinces of Mexico, ^ fet of greedy niehi who have 
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bc€n fubjeaed to the tax of giving the fifth part of tbdr 
.fifhery to governments 

TheCalifornians arc well madei and veiy ftrong. They 
are extremely pu^Uanimous» inconft^nt, indolent, flupid» 
and even iipfenfible. They are children, in whom reafon is 
.not yet unfblded. They are more fvrarthy than the Mex- 
icans. This difference of colour proves that the civilized 
ftatc of fociety fabveits or toully changes the order and 
laws of nature, îvliix we find under the temperate zont a 
lavage people, that ^uie blacker than the civilized nations of 
'the torrid zone. 

Before the Europeans had penetrated into California, 

Hbe natives had no form of religion ; and that of their go- 

▼crninetit was fuch as might be expèfiled from their ignor- 

.ance. £ach nation was an affemblage of feveral cottagest 

more or lefs numerous, that were all mutually confederated 

i>y aJiiaoces, but without any chief. They were ftrangerS 

even to filial obedience, although this fentiment be, if not 

more lively, at leaft more pure, in the ftate of nature than 

in that of fociety. 

In reality, the helps which a regular fyftem of police àf- 
fures to all individuals among civilized nations, the young 
favages expert only from their father. It is he who provides 
for their fubfiftence when they are children, and who 
watches for their fafetv. How is it poffible that they (hotild 
not have recourfe to his benevolence i How (hmild they not 
avoid, with care, what might deprive them of his fupport } 
Refpeû, which is not exacted, can fcarce be diminifhed 
'in children, who conftantly return, impelled by habit ilifli 
more than by want, to the cottage in which they were 
i3orn, and from which they never wander to any diilance. 
The feparations which education, induftry, and trade, fo 
frequently occauon amongd us, and which cannot but loofen 
the ties of kindred, are unknown among the favages. They 
remain with the perfon to whom they owe their exifteocc, 
as long as he lives. It is not poffible, therefore, that 
they mould deviate . from obedience. They receive no 
imperious orders. There is no being more n-ee than the 
little favage. He is bom in a ftate of liberty. He 
goes and comes, walks out and returns, and even fleeps 
from home, without ever being afked what he hath been 
doing, or what hath been become of him. The idea of ex- 
erting family authority^ in order to bring him back, if h& 
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fbould cboofe to dîfappear^ would Dcver.be fiiggefted. No- 
thing is fo common m cities as bad fathers ; but there are 
none to be found amidd the forefts. The mor« foçieties û- 
creafe in opulence and luxur7, the leis are. the claim» of coo- 
fanguînîty attended to. We may eveji venture to £17» that 
tlie feverlty, variety, and long continuance» of our ijftci&4if 
education ; that au thefe feveral fatigues contrâ>ttte to alie- 
nate the affedlioQ of our children for us. Nothiag but ex- 
perience can reconcile them to us. We are obliged to wait 
a long time before our cares are returned with gratitoûe» 
and our reprimands are forgotten. The favage hath never 
heard any of thefe^ from the mouth of his parents* He was 
never chaftifed by them. When he knew how to (take the 
animal on whom he was to feed, h.e had fcarcç any thing 
more to learn. His paffions being natural* he can fatUfy 
them without dreading the feverity of his parents ; wh9e 
there are numberlefs motives which oblige our parents ta 
counteraâ our propen fi ties. Can it be fuppoCed that there 
is not one child among us, who, impelled by the defire of 
cnjoyin? fpeedily a large fortune» does not think that his 
father hves too long I We wi^ we could perfuade ouriebcs 
that there were not. The heart of the favage, to whom liii 
father hath nothing to leave, is a ftranger to this kki4of 
parricide. 

In our ^milies, children are apt to thiiik that their aged 
parents talk ^t random \ but it .is not the fame ia the hut of 
the favage. There is very little talking in it, and a.high 
opinion is entertained of the wifdom ofparents* Their in« 
ftru^ions fupply the deficiency of obfervation refpcâiag the 
crafl of animals, the woods which contain game, thc-coafts 
abounding in fifh, and the (eafons and tim^s proper for hunt^ 
lag arid fifhing. If the old man (hould relate any.partini- 
larities of his wars or of his travels | if he fliould necal^tbe 
memory of the battles he hath been engaged in, or of tJie 
fnares he hath efcaped ; if he (hould e]evatc his mind to 
explain to his children fome of the nioil fimple pbenomeot 
of nature ; if, on a ft ar-light, night, Sanding at the 
entrance of hfs hut, he fhould ti*ace opt to them, with his 
finger, the courfe of the conftellatipns ^hat glitter. over tfacir 
{leads, according to the limiited knowledge he hath of them; 
all thefe circumUances wIU excite their admiratjooa of him« 
Should a ftor^i come bn^ fhould any rçfolution happen 
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npoik ilkt^ éattiif 7 in Ibe any ^r îr tkl: iitef ert, or Aould aoy 
a^seedble or iliftrdSngjcvent take pkoc» all ike chSdrea ex- 
mÛEèt»i9irir fttke^ tfemsM e'lbo iis ; and their fubmiffion to 
hts counfeh, as well as their veneration for his perfon» isin- 
fsmafal^ WkèB' ihe « ârâ^Hag oeàrftohit lait moments» 
ftiUitljp iets4*grNÏ;iu«.paÉ5tcti^ Jtfacir countenances» their 
tears flow, dk: his deatk^ tiidafakig*continiied filence prevails 
ëwéad.kHfibtvi ( fie^ib laid m At earth, and his bimaU 
ftKêJs.-fiwrmL.'^Atfiiad'hoooiirs are paid to his a(kes; 
aadt^ia.itDpofttot «r dottbtfiâ circamftsnces» they ar^ fome- 
tûi)d»«0<tf4iilsd.. Children^ atas! among o'uVfelvesi^cde* 
tNlte4 to ioicukmj éîffîpiitiot», that thetr. bthejcs^ are (oon 
^<N;gôttén 'by ^ib*! .& is hot, however» that I pi^efer a 
lavage t«t a civifi^d ftni^v This' is a pjx>eeftatioB I have 
tfbide more titan onc<», tBut the more I refle.â upon, this 
poillti the milrek ilbems to me» that from the moft rude to 
ihejiaaoft clviliceà fti^e. of nature» every thing is neai^y 
eeii»jn9Àt4d-»-i!ittUeft': and vices» naturally good and evil, 
Iq ibft foi»A» âis.weUas in:focte!l^y>'.t}he happiinef^ of qq^^iji^ 
îividualmtiy'h^tefs q[r. greater than that of another : htit I 
mmp^t that.nstureh^h'fie^ certain bounds to the feUcity 
jsf tevery confiderable portion 'of the humai^iTpecies» beyoA^ 
^«liWA -we hafe aearly .as much totofe as to gaih, 

-.MeaûçQ bad 90 ib^oei: been pacified^ than Cortet Q<m*: 
êmsiitkc pvsje^ of ;^ng California to his cQoq^efts« 
fjbMiiidotaok this «tpo^tion himrelf» in jl|26 «.but it >yas 
|#t.iL|nc(âefiifid one.L Tb<?ft which were afietwards under- 
taken in.fftpid fuoçfEifioa, 'to* tach ' <Hfc«r»: 4i|tî|)g7^he courfe 
^ iilFQ: cfnlûrits». weife: not mote foftunateiJwhet^er the 
citpeikQM of tbem were Supported' by individuals .or by the 
gotemnefitf tbistaoQ^inyance of adverfe; fortunje may be 

.. ,Tlm4uAam<^t^ipg luews» craciof phws> or^chaats, of 
itefihQCs that Wei^ vjj^^ utas^aot then vtry commdn. If 
S^Màrti^immv.^mm^^tfMgm^tjc^ mike labon9as th^n 
likfjoimipéi^oas» v^^t» un âocofint qC his v<»ya^, it.^as 
Wd w P -iftlpQjfeed io ^ public fegift^rsi sM^^ifit wet^ it 
HM^çM in tbe.dt^is^/oii^tteii^ Th<) fr'mng of it 
9Cif(Md^||^f!e;iicdie4.thJ4 incoiiveoiçnct j bift ithe'fear of 
^*^f^fm«i^ens^\mied^'i^ ym ^mpol^bb 

cauon to be tejcacd. Tim h w^ij^t tic pcp^ ffis^ 



lad <3ommaxider8 wbo ttudtrtdoik HMb ttplècKdé^-iMife»' 
tied by tKc ftme'fiuiiN that kkd |»e«sittt«d'^^ ifo^oA»'^ 
the formev* * ' •' •'''♦" '- î- -i u...v ; -d!'/ >iJ-: 

Whdi' the jefoitii, in 1^974 fo lkittiif yei at iftki i t tf «i(«àikc 
It: Ab £Dioti at tliqr hid îibèAîiittHii^ éahOtm df '^b^ftn^ 

they tad f(»i*med from aeiiofttte îâttéir^f^ t6^'>tÉfcéMiBof fife 
fofl, tVe chai^âker 4f the înb^KMtiçiK fiîud'^IC» îrikffiioridl 
the cUtnilt^. Thor ymeee d ibg»<éH6t^ B«t ^diMM^I^ it» 
tieiftn.' Thef atrmdiuteMl^the' ft^Ég^tf^^^ 
^letfded to dMifi«,'««fdii:«rioMe«tiRt ii^|»l«rM«iintliè») 
wkk eorti for tbeir «)od, tid ^d^ a)>)^Miet^MHi6idftirftt» 
pteaftrthem. ThekKtttd*dlèfe>tM)|«»1)oM^^tlife^l^}^^ 
^Ulif <^oidd 1tioC fwwmt MetF fl^àdr tHefe '^«tti«w|tMMÉ| 
«r Deneroletice. Tbêy teftîfiedtbeî^ a^eïniMMgièNR» li 
mtieh air their wwft of ftiifibiUtf and fMr)^!^!!!!!»!^ 
l!i«ti)d pefRikthcm. ' Thifife faiifè» t^ Mttdy'^Mmiiiartrb^ 
thé reUgioué Mitutiort, «whb> ^«ifiieê tW|>««4e6PfidiK'm 
degree of vncmth^nà^^Âitàkf' f^à^éÊât «o'^^Ufe^ ^«faUf 
They'Diade A<mftl¥tfe« cskf^titm^^ wiitMii ^mà ^% p9m 
baAsmdfneu I znéhj'-ûïtk ai^airt faceèeit^'te' k É bai tiB g 
lciK>wle<rg«,' ghd/itt ' fotiK i^fctrfwe^ € teiAe>ftii><ittPaJb>^ 
ftd âlt«, to this fai^ i»ê6Àle;' -wke M^ 4|«lN|'^9a?fltt«Mfc 
)iw!ly forioed bto ofvr bodf.^ In #74^;^ tliéf cMi^liAt 
foity^t<<é villaiged^'thac mrè jiftiiitited'frfti tt èa< h éitur ly 
the barreanN^fi/^ theiâid^i iltsd^'Ri^'^ifaM «f WlUff^ 1 :'^o- : 

The inh^k^tff of thefts fm«^ ^i8fige8(ftkto<^^. 
on com and pûlfe^ %hfth thtef ^«dtMfe» éN# ^oiT' 
tmd domeftic admals of Einé^iei the^ht«edifi|^^«4RelPli 
^n objeé^ of con tînMl attention. The IndhfrlwiihiwiA 
their éieM, and the p^p^f «f #1||4^^ 4hèt M^lMt^teh 
isthenr ^aat ai fô^^/ ÙoÊ^^f^ m^iàAm^^ 
éaj vt^'At they had' ga«hef«4»: if tli« M Sttl iai#y ^4to awa^iaha 
tipOnbiraMIto dfftnboie kto^effi «atheylbmiMfi ttMi^of 
It, They already nismaliiâiirofeni^ eotl-f^tiafc- WhisaMoW- 
fariefi thtnr >àre k want ^«tt fiatthÉOt'tvM |i€*li?>'«iMii 
tliet fttk in ^ gutf; aifcd itrkh-winfe n^?gily%W ^^ <fc itt 

^ Matleh-ft/ M^^iihey^ 4\èft t^ Mfe^«8^!^'iatf^tA»iii^ 
ItjoM ; and the 04%' o^ i^biéh, e#^klicèi|ilftll flWMi' it éê 







the vîllagB ; wfap û csipbwer«d to whip ai&d impi:ifcrD-; ^.t^ 

riidSf»JlmM>y. f^Â«4 <%ib^H^c Jci^c^ *h^C)îutJiarto'4if- 

-iMlweiitk^àii^fM^âiagj^bouvf 4^ w»r^ inipired hj huma» 
«iiy^riitâ'dKfeâ^'b^f^be^evc^ ^j^th^.cwquçfts h^j 
1be»g:HW<lif kf ibroc of aiaw. Wt. h^svç&eu imtj^og but 
smn 4()69^Sag PfF^ V^^i^àà^ie, carii ofth«r wldk chains. Thfi 
4RQg^} 4111 <Wv^-99a^oc«V W*xïtiCci#«e^ ffef(mt»d tp 

^r^iil^>aiiifkS!^'l«àd of^f^tt ^ ciiiBpf t^ which pm UvX" 
iftmtarrf % ll^coi n} >i oB ^i a iy..j«id ricjfcpcç^^rf thcniQftJfitQjr^ 
ijiîiwitftydipi»>M Thetmset of.oor jpco We beeà!qbn{Uoé» 
Jf jniffikcdi|nfcb'blq|)dt /The icftîo» vn arc now^^coieop^ 
opoOi, ît^lhe^finlf cxni which hath bcea ijibdufal b^ realba» 
JtiQt.i^nip«fe «KviM^ ^ ^^ fafttath. ;Let.ihé jiiôare 
ipf.tumiéSBce and pwe dîii^atcihe gb^^y idcM «ith 
tfJMeb'we bim hithota bê«a affiuledt andxdiçvç li^ &r|t 
taon^9fti &û0a tbofe pajnlul CctkÙLtiowk with, .which'ojir hônft 
Iptài^^cpnftiiDd^ bcoa oppreficd» agonkcdit iiid tjiQJCf^. 
Mtml iimmvfr ftufatioaa l cypffjîgoce .wiH laft too ibort a 
ÀeeiHoùSMi^ <m^« Tboic fpnut eataftr^phçs w^rh fa& 
«iMtt-diegMie^ »i4-tfae4dmptioàiûl»hi^ii. pleail^ 
lA mikY^ iW tbè. vîâlcQçe of tt«,fto^ m^irepam 
fmm tktmBi ^àr Sanm ;|he ieu^ pprdf deU^oji^^anS xiâi;tif ■ 
Uttff^4i!fai4i :4b«^.4i?{r fr«m thcr cjcs» vm-Ioon ïmj^w 
""~^'~^'" TftMc dapbffBjble apuiala* ^tteadeci^ wcc jchndké 
lP>p»94iî If jcmam^Qoi^ ff .would n<^, it. 
. . V tmo'.^the a«qM. 401 thdfc calanltica ( if jre 
ASC vàdicdt,je W0fiià bfiêr tlim vnthout iheddîa|^ a tcatu 
jral^ l:&0f«me,^Aar c;^ «^^ ïepaxit after 

1% .aad^N|^:pmcwtane afooe 4:aa awaken your at> 
■MPa-vTbeMi^fif it^iftfÙii^ Tkéiaffliâifnif of othem 
afiMoé jrtlix QpildiHt myofxs t>v%i and p)orieIfi>eiU|PAati»a^ 

' XttiailC9li|î|inH»^Uie>9ï^w 

fiMnK .xrf^tbfffey flie% j^9.M^vntk etwrj nuffioBaifi. 

7lK(e;«i«M|)i{i^ir]ie^8b|)&^ ^lirgîfbtpnu aodsrare «Hii 
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The court of Madrid faw no incoavei^eape in. leayin|^ tbefe 
in' fling forces in the h^nda of ttiofe who had acquired their 
confidence ; and they h^ve been convincedf that this was 
the oiily expedient to prcferye theîf new conquefts from a 
fyftem of oppreffion totally deftruélîve. ., 

Sach was the ftate of aflfairs, when, in 1767, the court 
of Madrid expelled the jefuit8 from California^ as they did 
from all the other provinces. TheCe mifiionaries had form- 
M the projeâ of carrying on their labours iipoii the^two 
fhores of the fea, as far as the chain of mountafnt which 
connedls California with New Spain. They wiihed.to raifc 
the empiÎTj the fubjeâs of which they were încrçafing, to a 
degree of power, that might allow, them to behold ynth 
tranquillity the voyages of the Ruffians, and the difcovcry 
qï the north- well pafiage» which the Bnglifh have been in 
fearch of for fo long a tnne. Far from abandoning tbefe 
great projcds^ it is faid that the Spaniih'mihillry faatbcx* 
tended them ftill further, - It will.' not even be long heforp 
the. inhabitants of the two hèmifjphei^cs will fee them aurifid 
into- execution, unle^sfome unmrmountablc obiUdcs, pi^ 
cecding from unexpeâed events, ihauld couqteraâ ,xhéf 
plans* . . . "» , 

• But till tliefe Taft fpeculations ihould either be annibilaC'- 
ed or realiled, California fervcs for a port of refrcfhmenjt 
for (hips that fail from the Philippine inlands .to Mexico. 
Cape Di.. Lucas, fituated at the louthern extremity of the 
peninfula, is the place where they tonch, : There thfcy find 
« gQOjd; harbour, refr^ihmcnts, and iignals, which givctheiii 
ilUoroiation of the appearance of any enemy in the& lati- 
tu^csy which. are the mod dangerous for them. Xtwosip 
. j.nj4 that the galleon arrived there for tJiQ firft time; 
vnere {t bath ever Bnce been ordered, or coinpelled by ne* 
ceinty, to flop* 

. \, The Jyftci», adoptiçdby all the ftatcs of purop^ pf hold- 
ing colonies in the moft abfolute dependence on the mo- 
ther»country,'hath always xendered the conneâjpnsjof Méx- 
iJQ,with Afia fufpicious. tp, feveral of the, SpanMi politi- 
ciaps.. F^r from i^reqc^ with them in ppiu^on» .A^Çroni 
.,«iPudtogive,^,.upUinit<;d citfçnfiçn to the, érccdom of 
^^,fîonçcâiQnak . Itappejircd tphiin a,x^qr.>irc plan, 
,0^ û^M , W;> fco^ild clothe , ^ciMÇflxjjntinçu^s Jf 
AïfÉsj^^Um^hi9i}âçf^^ that<ith<:,cplqn2^\ifOul(^bcdï»' 
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cd rirjGffè to their tafte, at a cheaper rate, and in a nfanndr 
more fuitabîê to the climate. In times of the European 
wars 'til *ey would not be cxpofed, as thef frequentljr haj4 
fieen, to the want of the mod: common and neceffiry arti- 
cles of life. They Avould be rjcher, moifc attached to tfiê 
môther-dôurttfy,' and better able to defend themfclves ïigaînft 
thé enemies* it' might draw upon them. TheCe enemies* 
themféî\?es would be îefs formidable, b«caufe they 'would 
gradually lofe the ftrength vvhich tHey ac4uiii« frdai' 
fufhîfhfag Mexico and Peru, whh. provifions. .Spain,* iii- i 
Word, by coHeSiing from the merchandize of India the 
famtf dàtîes whîcH it receives from thofe th«rt are furnîfhed 
fey Its rivals, Would lofi no part' of its revenue. It might 
cvéti,' 'ùpotl tmërgtaiGÎes, obtain from jt« coloilies fuCcoUrv 
which, at pifeft:nt, they hav« neither the v^ill not Ôïe power 
tofiipptyi • ' * -, 

'Tftié vîêwfi pt this t)dld and entefpnfing mînfîltr weVc ei- 
tétided flfft Fttf{h(?r. He'wirtied that the mothcr-couoUv 
jrfetf fho'uld form immcnfc conntdion» with ihe : caft, 
ttifodgh the medium of Its American colonies. According 
tdhim^tfre Phîlfppinét, which had hitherto paid isn enof* 
iBOOfi tribute to. die induftry of the European or Aiiatfc xÀ*. 
tfttra, tharfumffhed Chem witK'.mdnu&â.àrès, or'produc* 
tîofnsi îûight fend their inbat^itanté'?n feàTCh of tlieha, Upcm 
tfefrowiFfhîpsj a^nd obtain them at firff haiîd. - By^inife 
thfe Tame quantity of meàils as their competitoh,iihey would 
pufchafe at à jcheapei' t^te, becaufe theft ' metab, cortmig 
drrfc63y f rbih America, would not have incurred fo "nva^ 
tipetice, as thole ^hîch are conveyed Into our tegions,^- 
fo« theygo'tà'Ifldiâ. The merchandize embarked àtMa- 
niifet, ^omd âfrnVé at Panama, upon an ocean peipeCOally 
calm-, ma v«fy ftraight line; and' with the fame winds. By 
means of a very (hort canal, which hath been folicitcd' ^ 
long tihié by the merchants, thé cargoes would afterWard« 
be'eafily, conveyed to the mouth of the Chagie, where diey 
'wdlïld'bé fenibarkéd fot- 'Europe: . :. 

Albcfofti wat wdi aware^' lîhat thofe powers, whdftf ^fil- 
ter eft^' this' att*an^emcnt Would préjudice, and whofeVade 
it Wôiiîd" ruin, 'would endtavcut* to oBftruft itvbttt lie 
thought hîrtfélfln a dondttion^to bîd dcfiahce tà'iîheîF^- 
fcntftitnf in thé'Eiift>P^^n ftas," arid he ^d îflrtatïjr^î^ 
crith'ïetyvAx^ttg the coètfts andliirtetirfàf ^c'SdûWfe»' 
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WÇrc «Hbufiftftsîii fàVour of Alb<V0t)i;iii6'i7ièi^;#^ 
9(, ttctn/.çottceivcd th/ein to he th^'^àhpsài'^tW 61 * 
ypwfrful gcnW, fQr thc'prôfp<îr}t^ ^hd'^my 6f ^a «Mîiifct 
cby» wlildi.hc WM cndeavottrlttg io' rèftbtic te4iiirfo#fti^ 
4?{endoun OthwV àpd thcCp wé!»é iké ^cktcf ntt^bcr; 
QOQ^çrcd \he£f pfojeà«, fo ^^eat m aippca«itfl^è;* îbërdfÉi 
thcraTÎngs of a £fordered imagination» Vhîdi'cxàg<g^rtit<fid 
the, rt^fource» of a ruined ftatc, and whtcli' flattie^ 'i^til 
4m it ibo^ gi^ the coBirèfierce of thè wbo!eiir<M4d ié aTna- 
tio^ rediK)edf for .two ceotitries |akil/t6 the iàipiffi%dky «f 
carry la^ on its own* The ditgrace of ^thrs "^extra^nàîkiatY 
aan quieted the ferment which hë h^ rsiif^d in the'twn 
kemltph'eres. The coffne(!tioh3 pf the Philipjiînéé wUh 
Me^iico continué(f u^on the fofmer fodtifig^i ad welt astltofe 
which this great province nraxntaided wMi •Téi^' by tte 
^uih fea. . } ^ . ■ 



TfTC coàffa af ]Mcxk6 do ne^ y^fcdoible 
êf Aùsnco with tho&.'of F^ertiy where the- «mdity* «nd 
Peru and Sffdn. hc^ffat of the Cordeleràs «fîtertaî^' a p«9* 

petud fprki^^ and keep np reMkr «nd 

jgpSd, wii^s. . At foàà as the: Une is cifc^ii^ ét'dKtf'lie^ht 

of Paoaoui» thé free coinchtiaîcatibii "^^ the «tiiitff|>h<re 

^înm este to -^cft being lio jbitgct tntèrmpi^ by^. tbat'pro* 

digicmt chain <>f inouotainsy the diotàiNf beéDrties'ât&àmt* 

The Bavîgatiooy indeed,- is cafy and fafe in ch«£e latttvdra 

Iram the middle of Oâoherto thé end of Mayt^ )siit\éife-* 

ing the reft of the year, the tûmlt «id'^fterM ^Avdk ^er« 

nalely prevai}, rl^ndh-ihe'fea tibnhldbtnc'feid deti^etx>it& 

> The coad which bor4ers this ocean, hath àn-^|»t«ilt^f 

fik hundred kagner. • Fornaelly, hot ofté'tmdiTig vefly-, nor 

ftihing fniack, vn& kaàwti' it^ cbrtie our t>{^ tile i^^its wàich 

'nature hath fonned there. Thisida^B^itf^M'^awij^owffip 

to the ihdalenco of the ]^eapli? 'l tint the- Attad>Wr«Mig<9liant8 

«aadehy th<t ctfurt ûf Madrid/lutd contributed ûîU' more to 

prpdttoeit^, * / ' '- ' • '-'- ^ ^ ^ 

r Wkch the empire of tli« Irnca^, iM that >é(l MântéaUma, 
firft bééiniè ^rd vihceé'oPépain^ the^hHAttAfcatWa b^fewera 
thWiiy aie Sfouth'&aSduiiffpèa allé ^liéot^iràdfed. Sa^c 



mm «ifBwr Ai$r ît ym tcftip^îi t<> t wo^ihjjpir j aid ûv i ôséf 

k^MB etttircly prc4£iua. tXrgent aac}^ repeated fe^efeii^ 
^j9M|d4Cp«i|^iluc AQ^cr^mcnt to open it arfam al tjie 
«bd«f .-iuilf »4;cii^in7>: .p«it witb feiln^iobs th^ reddetcd 
k ¥^ qo cft^. It. wai oot 131.1774, thât North abà'SoaW 
AMpâca.YRçre alWvved. to: make, an ^hcVekbhaiîfe^^ ^i* 
^Miiî' mutual 4fïWrcft. mîjKbt require. The fevekl partil cjf 
||ieitw9 fçi^9 «tU m)4oubted]y derive gfc^t adtàiftamT 
fi^wi ÛM ^v anabgcment of tWag». It may hbwèyëPl» 
fotetoU.ibat «twill he more ferviceable to GMatînialârffi^ii 
to sifiy* othiar çoontiy* 

..Tkitaocbieocc extends its unportant jurifdklioa ot^ 
tv^iirkPipnBi'tc^.tbe^wtfty fixty to the eait^ a hundred td 
Ao^HOVthf laitd ihtee faondred to t&e fonth : h. is formed b^ 
fiavfu 1^ tfight proWoces*. . 

4.<(Th9to£Coft|i kiçca is very thinly peopkdyj)!!^ little 
««kîvatiûdy ami fcarcê afforda any thing except cattle. A 
-gttatL 'pait.'^f . the. ancicat inhabitants have hitherto refufed 
to fubmit to the yoke. 

• Nâsaragna is regubrly diftrelTed every year with a fix 
«MMthsevaia^, whkhlills doayn in torrents» and a Hx months 
.âevoimng droui^c The inhabitants aiie fome of the moil 
«SéooîiKitfi.mo.of New Span, though among the leaft 
^«l^ibiit*. 

• ' The Ca&iliaii»havc exereiSed more croetties at Hondu*^ 
fM than at any other place. They made a defert of it, an'd 
MaeoadhigW they ffet> nothing from it, except a little cai&^ 
«mI feme urfaparSU^ V 

« ' . Vem^Flia «fed to futnifii the old Mexico with tbofe bni{|}it: 
phmiigesy o£' which thofie piâures, that have been ^xtol*' 
hé fm fe long a^ttaie, were coonpofcd. This province hatk 
1d& di ttxfimMWtaoccL ânce this kind of tvade hath been 



- given up, « . . • . V . ^ 

' 8ote«t4D9is kD«wA only by the perfeâion of its cacao. 
TI10 ,fiieftteft?part, cf this frnit. fuf^es America itfelf. 
.TlM>tiwi9>.J^drcd ^ntds that are brought to Europe be- 
'ioiig.t)9)'g9vtftipfteQt^ ' If there be a greater «juantiiV thaci 
the court' ica^.oonfume, it is ibid tc^tbe public at double the 

* price of tint which comes from Carâceas. 

^ . : fifaîap^;; ibt^ig^ ilvihe centce^^Ê JMicxico^ f^rm^d aifts^e 

vmiètftôiàMk"^ thatempire at, the arrival of tl^eSpamArda: 
imÉt thil 4ittts&^waa idfo don^eUi^d io^^yi^Id t|t arfîu, JQie 
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progrefa of whioh nothing, could flcm. H^lkcrc, .wm ^lOC 
much blood fpih on this rppt».iuid.tkf J«éîa|)3.[âre&Ujiieré 
numerous here thao anywhere elfe. A» the prpiîncea^orài» 
only in corn» Iruiu» and pafturage» few of ixhc coaqserom 
^ fettled jn ic ; and this is perhaps the reafoa vihy^max is leCir 
degraded, and lefs degeneraited'herer thaii.ÎQ4iu>&rdî4nâ& 
that are full of mines, or advantageoui]}B ikuiited fiar trade* 
The natives (hew Tome intelligence, and a degree ofiaptl». 
tu<lc for the arts, and they fpeak aiaogMSkge which, û u>£^ 
and hath even iVme fort of elegance» . .Thef&<|iialiueâiir& 
cfpccially remarkable at Chiapa de JLos Xndioa» a city,, o{ 
fome importance, where the moil confideqdile famSies of 
the natives have taken refuge, which they alonç.occupf^^ 
and where they enjoy great pri<dlege8« : The deK^rit]ir4iâd 
couiage of thefe men, who are leb 4^prefi*ed tbaa- thek. 
neigl. hours, fs habitvàlly difplayed. upon the .rlver^.vrhich 
walhts their walls* With a number, of iK»t&.thjey.€qiOenjia*f: 
val armaments, inilitute iea^ fights. widi^each'Othejvwd^tt. 
tack and defend thcrr.fclves with furprUiBg agility;. .;vTkq^ 
buildup caillés of wood, vhùch they ooarer unUi: painted 
linen, and lay (lege to them. They do not lefa.ciacrll ia 
buU-fighting, codgellîi^» daadng, and all.badilssîcacic^ 
How much will thc£e accQuau nuke .ns >rcgi«t,, that, tike . 
Indians ihould have fallen under the power of a coaqneroiv 
who hath-contraaed, inftead o£ ensuging^. the* bonds of 
their fervitude. .; . j .: \.A .- r. .:r < ^. . 'i«: 

The province of Guatimals^hiathyin-ccommoii. mth.tbe . 
other provinces dependent upon it» cattlet mines,' cam, 
maize, fugac, and cotton ; butnooe of ther^iiihaiPejwith 
it the.advantage of .cultivating indigo. It is apoD;iU»teF* 
ritory that a x^ity bearing its same is fituated, where all the * 
offices o£. adminiilration, and all the.trihfmi^mecefiary for 
the government of fo large a country, are united*:. 

Thia celebrated city was built, whet)iei»pGOpady< or- im- 
properly^ in a valley about three miles broad,: and jb|;^iaded 
by two lofty mountains» From* the mounta^towards. the 
fouth run feveral nvulets4ind fQnnlains,'in4iîdivd€Jii|^tfidly 
refreAi the villages that are fituatedopi the depUvityy and 
keep up a perpetual fucceiliQn of. flowers aadJrcits» l%e 
afpeâ of thé mountain.; that is to. the a^h is: tértîble* 
There is no verdure^ver feeaajpoq it f>4U>tbing bttt.'aâw% 
and .calcined ftones. A . j^in^ . of >:umblipg aoifcy .i^hich.the 



hlfeébftalits àfcribc td tfïé bbffing^ of ' ïWrtàlï that are in a; 
fettr'of fufîon Within tîifcavetTi» of the earth',- is cdntinu- 
affy* heard'.' *Ff6wtHefe internal furnace» HBiè; flames and* 
' tbtréttts of foiphuf, Vhîôh fili theaSf with a borribfe infec- 
tfoii.^ Gttatknâlar; according to* an expreffidn mncb ufed, i^' 
fituatéd betwben pàt^difé ahil*h€»^ * 

The aiiticle^ that are wattted Sir Peni, ate dfipatchei 
frbmthis c«pkal by» the 'Sonth fea. The gold, the filver,' 
abd the hidigo deftined for thift tontinent, are carried upon 
mtiies'to^ the- town^of dt. l^homas, iituated at the diftance ' 
of ï\%tj Jeagttfs^'ffom the tity, ar the extremity of a very ' 
der^-hike» vt^ilch lofes itfelf'm the gulf of Honduras. All 
tbm richef are exchanged in this ihipie for the merchan- 
dfaEie*that''Js brought from^ Europe in the months of July 
adâ' Atiguft. This fidacefs entirely^ open, though it would 
have-been very eafytobavefecilred' iti;ffom every attack*; 
the more fo as it8>entrBnce is tendefcid narrow by two high 
rocks;* Wbttrh • projeft on^'each fide within cannon*(hot of 
eath'Olher. It i» probable'! that Spain will not alter, ber 
cOndiiâ: ttU (be baich futfehed for her negligence ; whith ih^e ' 
mghtejtfily^be made to do.' 

The veiiels that ihould imdcrmke this expedition Vmght 
anchor in perfed fafetyin the road. A thoufand or twehre 
hundred men, landing at St. Thomas, might' pafs oter 'the 
nsountainsr for the -fyace of fifteen leagues»^ where they 
would find commodious roads and fubtiitence. The reft of 
then- way would be acrofs -pbins that are well peopled and 
plenttfttl. They would then arrive at Guatinsala, in whidi 
there is not a imgle foldiei^, nor the kaft fcMlfficatioiu Its 
forty thoufand fouls, Indians, negroes, meftces^ and Spa- 
niards, who 'have never feen an etfemy, would be incapable 
of making the lead refifiance. In order to fave tlieir lives, 
they would deliver up the immenfe riches they have been 
accamuiating fibrtnotie than two centuries, which would 
aiTHôunt at leai^ to thirty millions {] i ,2fO,oooL3 The troops 
: wduld itiAibark with this booty, and, if they chofe h^ with 
-h<»fttiges»«htt would feoure their retreat. ' 

Unfartvmately this danger cannot now be Incurred^ A 

dreadfttl'tartbquake hath completely deftroyed Guaumak 

in ifi^* ' Thiscity, oqe'of the richcft^ in Araericai pr^- 

-feU^Mthiii^bilVakeap'of rttiitt. " ' ' 

t tii4>^eir eouiitries fueh? a city w^ould foon* be rcftorfd 
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^ ''ag»n ; for y^at cttmoc «âiv« bs^i'lMlllftipiotf» MIÎBttMlo ? 
' By ttictn. tkgioi^B that were lhotight'^lik^itJbl»le«re peo- 
pled; tlie moil vn^tefitlMl is^eiidercd fvilicfoL$illle^wa- 
. ters arc driven bAck« and thti' iemlity^ «tfUeii £nM^ tbcdbne ; 
/iRoraiTcs are mtde to bear bbitft^l'l éaintêsk-èflàf^x^aùik^ for 
himfclf through tht hoàite Of taiçiiiiteiaè.. - Helftyt^ca^ or 
coanedii together at frlt^afbte, the rodfia* b7>«bti4fel»' which 
arc, as it verev fnfpemkd ov«r thû^ obfcuriridapth 'q£ the 
abyfs, at the bottom of which the «ngrf t#raipc iieraai to 
murmur at his bokineisr ' ii« rniCea dik«a agfMft the Iireti- 
ing of the fea^ and ikep»iRfièk tiWÉqiiiltfly* is %be 4««d2iag 
urhich he hath fbiasdea on the waves» He «olkâf.aoge- 
th^r iL few pianka, and fiuiag- <lK>wfi. <i>|rai» them^^usiififa the 
wiods to convey him to ^ cxli-ewty «f «he flsib^ «nàthe 
yinds obey hia coasmAvdla. O Hnaai-tluit'aii^ fimetjfees 
So pdfillaTuYrions Md fo'lilillei^iviMr^gmt dftii cliw» app^ar in 
thy projeOis, and m Ù m t ti^ ioha r^M^h^awoiecfaifrîeima of 
'âc'fh^ and aMed oivly li^ thiM iiA4«(àa>o(iill;^» th^tt doft 
attack the who^ fyftem of- twâw r i » ^d daft Cwbdoe^iKr ! 
Thou brz^veft the dmi^pinbg akttiant% aaé. doA* rfedi»ee 
them to obedience! Nothing oftR eeTtftitilieev-whetliiEir tkp 
' foul be tornieatti ^t'h-b^ «r^iiRilh th^ddifëof :|ipir^^ 
mg foxne beautifai wonm^ddiincdaiie-^ay 49 heoune the 
obje6^ of thine aTeiTuon ; whether it be fvay^d by «Atereft, 
or by the rage of filling thy coffera witji rtcHea» frQoiw which 
' thoH dbf^ flatter tkyfell wkh the ptoSpc^ ck£ ^jbymcatiy 
'^ ' 'Which thoa irik irtje£l wheo i» tkj power a or wbc^er it 
be ftîmtdatvd with Wm thiiift oi glaryi^ or bhe amhUàf» of 
tobtaiaiDg the applÉB&<rfthy'«Qnl«m|>oral»ea«ahAaietho« doft 
defpife» or cf polkrîty^ wlûoh canjioa 'c^ftainà^uhiÊyt a 
' 'ftroBger clàim:t»^hy feveronce I If -thau) daft ip^eat tJbiogs 
fipom pafiotTy thou doâ 4)thera eqiiaUy ywat fraai,^ fpiiit 
of tfeftlefTncia aad dtfquwtaéft. Thoti w«ft Bo^êamÊm^ with 
btit'one world;- amd wheft-tho^ didft'<ciai9aâ;«irfi. th«» eaift- 
eaêtcrtrf afioOter^ tboii didft go- «ftfeaavb «of ■ it» «Hi didft 
. fiod -it; I haTe pmgrefiveïy fiaUôvté thçr foo^lcipoin this 
. ^'' - New World.' If thife^bokiadil oé:>itUnfi «ifteapiâfta (hoidd 
' ' ^ fianpetrmeB' havef «teeeakd th«M^'aoaraâty^:âa9|tt>.Witf9L I *ai 
"ilffi equktty tjoMfouod^ wHÉlhervlh)r^4im«i ^9Mie with 
^'^ -' jrtgror^ ^i6a thy lértaei trrà^t#«*me wtoiifftoiijnjjgi»^ 

Such la tb<l piaut« of: tb»4eidoiw<^fipjaipii»iAo 000- 
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jAMJwiftitt fe w iat »ft4 Aupi^t^ ^jmfit of all thnigi^ 

^to4tntti:yihlÂr dà[qtaifm^ Evcrf undertaking «mick 

<aKÙnad.mti$^ii^tki9iak diificult(fr «^ A'^ ty 1^ Above 

tiKscffortefOf thôr <»r#Uptcd 400^ a^id tbçir effexnîpte 

anentnfttfcd onery kiad o$ Uboftn ' Duriog this k>ii^ pe- 

■iwd^- •Jhtff of k^h^^iivevaSed^ «if wbidi tbert are .few 

examtfjkïÊ in^hià^tlf^' '>HÔi^ n^» it poffibk^ tkvt k fuch a 

Èa/téi «qcit^t fvt^Hchvod Bf» bf voCcaiioeis» (hould have Been. 

«iriUcdjMf.dF M» mpii» ?véttt for fèoÉe^jefn paftf l^e 'fyifk 

éS .t&e ^tm ht^ hâtn^fcwmûg,. Already bath the i^boi 

oB/mn^dmr.dtf? haex^ tciâcQât*a9fc fpacioos^ moft cooto*- 

Aient, ;.màfri>eauCjY}i)» tfain the- Ibrâier: and ît wHI be 

ccoâed^^tbe diftaiioe^of^ eî^t kague^from t^t, upon a. 

iBere< £aU. bafitt^ Ai^^cady hath- tbc oottrt of Madrid» cock 

.iirttf^.to).tfaeit ufu«&.ân4toD tshrd^içiode^W pnoceecfing^ let 

nfido thttilb^d» liriAiGMi'^iAit^o^pgÉftÎBBt of the pvblic 

«difieèik. ^Ah«adyrdbtiic^i»]^b«r9iit reKevcd fipom thofe 

tf ihiiU» ?ii teibiiii g ii iî t»»tf^|ei»6d 4Mi a rcâfett or as a pretehcc 

fiv tbck inliAîvmr; «Mawifar vitix tiie We«i» of gowcraattnt. 

i{c^.âpiaaB.wiU^teos<bK eiribcliAMXI witk»Ncw Gwiinibu 

if tbt8 exertion ihoold cowtlasv ar if iâ Aïoidd kicreafe» «bc - 

Bagliâi tntt piiakmlàf ht éàma ùàai tba feUleoMnts they 

famc.faflgott betwoBR ÙLchakù «£ Nîcat^gun ainsi Cape* 

HUBBàvtÊQê». 



i/Tjni diibîârMCiifjEtsoâehuiidrdAaiMl' Ikifcr^ka 9f 
éigihif faagœaiof tbftci»ftyaildruiftb«ck Nmdura9p j^- 
BttstMe itikndpan»^ iÉi> iàr a^ foma vçrjft galant tmd 
b^. MDimHakii at » greallef or lefs dir* Ci^9ff/itia^^ 
tanc« fifoflitbeaeoaiu. ^ 

* Thif «fitaatetstdiok&a» aod temp«tQMk$^ The feil ît 
miaaâtmkp 0lbi^..T«n^ wli Mtttndd; and fecM ai fisr ail the ' 
p iaAm [^kmÊà €dmmKébkxynam tfaçgtyoplcfc^ I^M îiibsibitK 
aats ave noi hetr)«bDpbfifdté tlitsife ficquent di^OHghie» and ver-*. 
fMeâmikiABe^.ruihîoh^ in thefsaafadb^of fihtt N«^ W^cfrld, 
<.^ lireAaaDfiaiftfàtc^tbraiioft Mafoiàblec^W^ , 

SftiéMaiiiitiiyrii.dâ^ iitUiÉite^^ bf ttee &(oikt^vI«dhai«. 
i« i mie f^x^ 'wmn Jbrmealyt fbjnactfiM.^ btttf. tb« iMi-pos 
ImlMoiifiioiAlpTStoîit^ tb4iiu popnlttioa. liTit 7 
iappoTod «faat Anr ltt<ti«} tfibea^ixui^ é pitiéufi e«t i 
liât ibouiuHlukitii «f»dev^tt|Mki^ . 
ftill Icfa popul^fi^K ia Êjci^ i^^%ÏK.pmroi 
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jCape Gracias*à-Dio8. Thefie are the.8ainboç89.!Mi0eiKiaatay 
ask is faidy eft ht crew df a. Guinea {hîp which. Jira8,fiu{^ 
wtcked fo thef(p Iktitodes. ' Their compliexiooii. ^lii^ 
titrct|. their batr, 'and their propenfitks^ wiltfoairee all(»&«8 
to aiïïgn any other origin to theim J I. -, ,..\ j>- ♦ ii. a : -, 

The £ciglifh are the only Ettropeans, -^'b^nttBek «1^ 
dity badi induced to fettle io thefe lavagi&reglims^ J^m^> 

Their firft eflabliihment was foimèd about the: 'pear 175O1 
at twenty «fix leagues diftance fx<kxi. Cape Hoodaws^ v.ks 
pofition^ at the çxtrènDity.pl'thc coaft, addupaii'the'Biack 
-rivo'^ which Jiath n6>niore than fix feet water at itamouth» 
will prolmbly always retard aod pcevcrit its progrcla. >.; 

At the diftance of fifty-four leagaes from this colonyis 
GraciM4i-Dios ; tbe harbour of 'which fonfled by.aaaBa 
of the fea, it imtnenfe,: and tolerably. fafe.. . lL.is.near this 
famonsxapc that the :£nglt(h have fiî&ièd xhcmfehres, apoa 
a najrigaye river, the borèér&.of w&ich are îr€f|r.ferxik.t l > 

ScTOity Ingyes beyond tbis^ this cptciyrifing jntfipa ;hgve 
foilad^ rat Bke^fieldf iome ipacîôus and fruited: pkâne, *ai» 
accaffibki fiver»' a tônvèoiait lRiiba«â-yr.andka7rocl^. w^& 
might :eafily be made iinprçgnabk* • i .,.,/.':'. ^ 

hi lyéçt'tht thfve ^lâotks dtd.n(it'nbploJ2:aofc tiu^ 
twoiittiidrediaiid'^fix wltite.iii£ki,!.ii manyrxnulattoes^i^ad 
nme hundred flaves. Exclufive of the mules wand, olber 
art ides feat to Jamaica^ they fent this year to Europe 
eight hundfirà théu&qd feet \ of mahogany^ twa hosdrcd 
thoufiindMuiids weight of. {ar(^parilla,^^.ànd tei»: tboufanid 
pounds of toitoife*lhdL The number of .«hands hatk been 
iinceinenrafed. Sugarrkanes have begun to be.plantçdt; 
and the firft fugar they have yielded h^h been found to be 
pf a'Iiipcriûr q«mlky. •: Some care£ul ohfervers affirna» that 
a quiet fwifeffioft of. the Moflcito country,, w^aiulid Qoe<dafrbe 
mor^Taloable to Great rBritain» thaaiU ihie^i^badf. whidb 
that.'Wiftion oerw poi&ffi» In thé Weft Indicso.. jlt j\z\ : ... 

The Sagtiih/danoitvfeèmvto form the Jteafti doubt m 
fpeéUng their xight ^f.propertyl Neter» fayjtb&.wtitefs 
(tf.thf9l'09iiii^y^ did SpsEinrlnfaâue thêf(bpcopie»;4mdrnéVer 
did tlM^e p!eope febnot to/Spain. They wer^ by n^H 
asé î^'/^oi' indepen^ent9'whèiii.tii iS^q,' tiieir.chÎ8&lîiif 
thek œvniKi^ofd» ^ad teconrfe to England^ :.aifd BfAtufBgii 
ledged iti^f<yvcreignity« iLSio littk^was.tbit &bx»iffiuii 
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pAdrtfaatnt wag r^newe4^at fcTcral .int«rf«k* < Al thsir 
-meyeâlfotiy.' the court of London itot» -inr 1741^ 4i bodfof 
.«nldnp»^ npbo ^tliis . territory. ; and thefe were hCmii Mlomd 
iby^t^ 'cHtt admiiiift ration . If, after j(he,peaoe« of * ^763** Ûitf 
tvoapt «nid the mogiftrates Vere withdmwoy slid i£thë for^ 
tificiiBbAry' taifed K>rthc^cunt7 of ^the.iaviif^ft.'ttnd ^«r 
proteétors, were detnoliihed, this was owing «to tbe ignô^" 
Tanoe^oF'tfie miniibyy who iufierêdthe&BKl««s.to4ieper-' 
iaaéed that the Miiâcito country made part #f «the bay of 
lioiidnra^.' 'This tniftake having beea removed, A roglih» 
ibrm of government hath again beearjeftabUfbed<ia- theft 
regfooW-ist'ttie .beginning of 1776. '. * » r 

We'lhoidd not fcruplé ^to enter opoi^ the dîli9uflî«l#f 
thrfégreat'xnttrrfts, if the powers which -they i&ooceni ccnk 
dii6M themfelves with reàfôn and juftice : but it i» ftreag^ 
an d^& îi i pc ulence^ that Oettles every thinfir betwecil thtohi» cU 
though none df them have had the holdAeii to>a€lBfiowiedg<e 
it. J ■Momttrchs^-'^^diat is that Êilfcfhame yàivçh chcck»yoa*l 
fiinde» e^intytik for' ymi nothing hrat -ah idle, &aiB«k -why do 
ye tMt avow it ^ Ox what life are thole treaties- whkk cao^ 
iH)i ' guarantee aie •continuation o^.^adcr i^o JW^J^i^-tthe 
wcwft ts cbmpdiedto. accede ; whiob daDU64MMhing 4n 
^thtfr' t>f - the contraâing parties» except ;tbeir' beitig' ej(4 
haMfteftof'tte means to continue the, war ^ and whkth srtf 
always infringed ? It #ou]d be better that ye (hould ùgi^ 
ofkf a' fufjpeimon of rhoftflitîes, .witixmi^zin^ thedorataa» 
qf. itiy I£ ye have rtdblved to be unjuft, ceale^ at leaft^ xm 
be perfidiotis ; for perfidy is a baie and odious vice» iaoon# 
fift^nt- with the dignit]^ of potentates. The fox in the 
)îon'4i flcfnr or the Eon in the fox^s fldn, are turo aninals 
squatty ridicuions. But, iiiftead of addreifing our difcourfe 
to dm perfons, whom we cannot convince rof aay thiogi 
aad irhoifi we may offend, let. us give fome accoiH»t <^>the 
h^y «f ^Honduras atid .Campeachy, and of the peohifnb^af 
locaMM t<4itich feparates thenu . . , v . î 
. ;.TMl peain&h'is a hundrl^d leagues.in length, aad twenty 
or five dnd twenty in breadth. Tl^e.couBtry^j» «ptMf 
leycl.^ Vinilcre is neither ariver nor a ftreamto be £qefi iai 
it : bM thf water fe .everywhere fo. near the furnace- #f .«Im 
«mthj^gitrd ^hp Aidls are everywhere fouadJi^^fiçi; gtieat 
abilftitaiiM^; -^fC/iiHt Hrgé TpacemuftifonMcIy^haite made 
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|MMrt «r the -fcte The 4Mb S^«nU 'aàmvpfoàftèfÉfon 
%htk qo^Am iùfÊwéf «Bcbniîtig^« Hcinoa, >g\ imf. firt|yÉl i i 
lMiêott^il«faKrtieci-4h6rti* ^Tiit »en»gjhffiÉMy tuiiii il iiIjjiK 
«Hem* tMÂ^^ ImMmjf^gkfftê nade'fW'ifli fimatag. Aiaie,-:ifc. " 
mhioti thrf MKeftuiSl^<YÎ«iprtd thtsaMm^ «Ut tbr itannan 
''4irvtr ÉMd* any ufi iff Ai» i t A t m êM^ wtfèb » rffa —É k . 

If «hecoMiMMil «ife wkttih iiKiaiea<'ttl&kffinr. mar- icomtiy 

of 11 loofaii^glois.eDiy* flwuro JtiM: ddbc énttdks|^ U«ir/dF 

' «aJii»tr «hdn£d«crmg9f«labk'«8i the mca, fay aédpvg* lo the 

«liarnM vs4kli tln^y âtvc rèomrcd hftarmÊÊù&ôf v*<*;f :i<iii' 

tiofi'«lMit art can give theifeit thfrvmcBi :^«iMiii !ibe»-ti1ribg llit 

But k » fe fim^ukr a fad» thattviv:»*^ iitai b ii»yf ittftkia 
^ttff Ai<^ anlcw it bù hipp^t/ttà -bf ^ Matkcrf âîH • :iBâf« «d^ 
tMordiairyir wiikh- ^ tbat- «be »ttitdë*«3rtiàapfiâae»to 
kUfcadiit iwfcle chc .wmac»érq<:<tn d i e «t uc AtD éabéon ilibea 
tlie faMlMiMia pdmKiaar to th* tt?i*o; fcttcfe uetpoMcfOed,. I 

'- 'Sht JtlcaUia» .Haodotaa» «uiOnioflcaldrfV^^^*^^^ fl^ 

« W th«.^kvataaoi9i di^'xht ne4r>la«M%>bef«tfan6riBK]tiwttriB 

^MwhiBb'thof^lmd'ooiUI ior n«d3^ -^Ajcoordniglyv 

they «issued aad ddjfKibd tiiefe ngioat. V^^kS tiMatt. 

feaUi ililre*r ^«^ tkofii ^«bo «ooijr tfcoe 1»^ «haaderéoda 

«ofttcaAed iheioiblaKe of tlio Mikaau Mone nf tkcm 

aoteifâed to tko cuItWatn ofî ptodhiftittiMr ftéa^n «Kportik 

Uonv' I« oooMHOo trMi idM! «o^MiM ^idb kad HkM» d^ 

^ fttioyvd or eAflaved^afao]f.£«eaupcMrGM9aottidiiti»A'^ td 

wkaeh they; had addoi tkor^eafy^aMl coOtaÀiâHt sciteroo of 

/ ôatld^'brot^ht fi(WW<he<Q]d /IN^ld^ î Itv ooli» toipaf fot 

iKfnr'clolikini^y ivkuk t^f «kk6ctiK«idrtnt$ ^or khWtiot 

ImIw ^o OMkr dwMfidMs^ andtSèr^ËMMè )otiMr ar«idlM^ iiM«» 

tkèy had prope%.jno Other 4trfoéf<B0^:4kaftiatiBM of ^tifMil. 

- ^'-jlîiWk^orJogiBO^. ' . i . ' 2i tî ri i;;») JVfi btf. 'j-.il ■•: • 
. r. .wThtf trèî 4vèicb furnêierJlitiWAiIft^rhigii; tewÉâ dluéim 
:I^ }Mivétf,iM«i|iofedo£«%hOifbn^ 

J"^iBWviHdiiAia<frfaill m£scâdKâvtti««4»tti%dr^^^^^ 



Jt in*, cbé ^mire^t bréomeiia. fmitt/fivaA .(^î flftH«ne4 ^^ifid 

' -dUBeC'tecbi Td» llMlftlHrf*ff»ftli|«lft frfl t^iwDfNi>:wUch 
-it at firil red» becomes bkck fomc ûé?» «ftfr iJl^^i^^ 
• bMbiMie» fctfcd» Itt ii tioly tkkâmicr |^. ^^^. jfcr^ that 

'- yivldi tHtâ bkck fnd vîolst bolonrw ; . j ^ r 

; The f«ft<: i<^ riiefe iiihMH% !vhieh war^vhtfie #K»r€ ge- 

' reofêianèàs: I'ttHft/foer lhi*t gfCfiio»a vm^ii^ Xhirfak was 

iliv«hcâ>eiw£t of jthÉfi()ftniirr4ftjidottfl^' ItU |]ite ^diiiiltit 

.-•dTlbifimgitfvtt jmm».^ . - !. ^ . 

. y. M g^noiig the «wkifwW :«f fti«ff&#k6-W9ft ctwrtiimiJily 

' ieooya^'fioBdRtfaHiovtiîâaBdv &«eml «Mu t» cmfe'ki 

>tte tiiio«bfliya»L liwi on tJbe coiAit^f she penibûik, ilo iiKcih 

«vpÈ thc^feiUs that £mM thrrev jThcfe phiaëelMf-^vvviie 

.laLtittkaBfttabdaal i/vtfeh thft taUs Afithm «orgp^ |liiit»iiir)»en 

they found barks Laden vM\ k, tbey took amgp anlkiag 

^bot'tiMé ftoir.iitenfitk /Ofki:^.:ûmmi:kàjm>mMrrmé^tfi a 

t.l«iq|e wffisU, wkîdh iMld iuMkii:^ vlfe buft tki log.^o«dfan 

. . ;bMM#r.ha»«ghftL k îeto «he Thaib»,. dtoftf^g^ «nlf 1» ^i(Mip 

y.ÀLtmi» p^patecr ; .vi^Hi^ "«Mlfiiry. to hit. reiifft^tiiMni' *hc 

-Ma ot » vcffyhîgh «mt thtt./ivood. vèioh b« h«d .l^ought 

^in bo o£ £» Iktio lahM» ikàt^bc imà abttyatbutjilAi JÎt Âsmg 

jwt Ù ÊÊusUSé d «& Je«|} ndf er ftilà. «n tcpmst. M^the ri^ar* of 
I. .^«iKttnfictDiii ;wKera.^y tiodcifmi^^ 
a iihbh'iverrékBFalniainilBaogàdoQ thtfttû^ 

< . ttoitbcda^iwiatiooajof .tk^ pâratcd^ Uni^,x>6 ikttU tm- 

ivkyeé thtfndUTOtM outtkigJliicâMui tMo^ ■*, Ciip«Cat«tiMe 

.. :teihI(biâit)kanK«t fivi iiôtii.abi««iaii«ew J\Ximm-i» Âtf 

K. qpmettad Artwthiffli» th«y> vcaC to'JfttleifatkftitalTékÉificD 

Blecf iifaDid% whidi ia «very stnÉr it. j.în il$(^V t^^eti^jHli»-' 

âtohcn(ia#iMmM4 in tW0ihMaàmté'mfiè^ iiaaj^ {Shôgil^éiwmt:^ 

: .#èiidi>at/firA wnaoïlBeiMii. teitr {^aèr Wjn:^ ewir.:tkadillkk 

jil of.ifSeoc£i. prevailed. A» the great«ft part ef^tkâ* Hrcre 

: . MtiditittâAMÉê&èiQiw «te i4>fffr Hffirtn» HiÉÎtwnrTiihiailitnt 

jamBri-Kid.thfiir tonnar ihidiaatiaatofliaBlm«>aiEdnfii> 



4^1: HISTORY OF SET TLEMÊNTS AOT>"*rîlAD^ BmP^. 

led in »thein by thii cxtrcîfc. TKc/fooh began tô make 
inçoadsinto iKeln^ao towAs, tht iifhabiUaÙof whfch thèy 
carri^off. The women were âcttsnfefl to Wait orr'tbeni'; ' 
. and ih« meo tbcv fold at Jamaica^ or' <^tb<r iflanâs. T>he 
Spamarda . roiifea from their lethargy by thefe enormities, 
furprifed them in the rnidH of thcii' debatichcrîes, and car- . 
ried then off. Mod of tbeth were even taken îù their cot- 
tagea: they wcfc led prifohers to Mexico, where they end- * 
ed their day» In the mines. 

' Thofe who efcaped took refuge in thé gtdf !èf Hohdu- 
raa^ wher(^ they ^ere joined by fênft wandering fVdebooters ' 
of ttorth America. In procefil of time they increa&d to 
fifteen hundred men. Thé ftate éf iodependéiice ààd'plen- 
ty . in which they lived rendered the marfliy cbuntry they 
inhabited -agreeable to them^ ' Strong intrenchmcnts fécur- , 
ed them and their provifions ; and they confined thràifdveâ * 
to thofe employments which ^heir . nnhappy cdtDpaniohs 
lamented, that they had ever négleâed. • They only took 
care not tO' penetrate into the^ interior pari* of the cbuntry» 
to cut wood, without being well armed. • ' 

Their induftry was crowned v^kh .the ' greateft 'fùtceis. 
' In reality, the ton of wood, which had been fold as high ' 
aaaine hnndred livres [37^108.3 was graduadiy falkn^to a ' 
very low price; but this difadtantage inthepricewasieotti^ 
pemated by the 'quantity ^at'wa» fcdd. The cutters de- 
livered up the produce of their labours^ either to the peopk 
of Jamaica, who brought them Madeira tvine, ftrong li-' 
quorsy linens,^ and clothes ; or to 'the, Eâglâlt 'Colonics of 
•North America^ which fupphed them ^ with provifions. 
This commerce, which was always carried on by fmugglers, 
and whidi occafioned much clamour, became lawful in 1 763. 
The liberty of cutting logwood was fecured to Great Bri» 
tsnn^ but fhe was not permitted to raife forts, and was 
even obliged to dei^y thofe which had been built* The 
coutt of Madrid feldoni have n^ade aay facrifices fo great 
as that (^ eftabliihing^ in. the centre o£ their poffeffions^ an 
-aâîve, ' powerful, and ambitious ndtion* Accordingly, 
.loon after the peace^ they fotight to render even this con- 
ce^on»^ which ufifortunate circumftances had iextorted, al» 
jnoft ttfele^ ; , . ;, 

: invekoodinrhich grows upon the di^foil âtCampeachy 
iê mâcb fupcirior to .that : which .ià : cut ài. ! thentnasfhâoif ' 
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Hdktëti^ft. ' ' THe wUftldicntmed wood was^ Jiavirever» inaft 
in uki beeiluTt tïiè pripc^f th< former huit fo«i Kngj^fee 
jmft, «xceedcdaB bounds. Thk deâcicncjrnidHè fek -W!?!^ 
a joil puniQiiviênt of the blindnefs 3nd avidity of the' toeiii' 
fury. The $f>»Btfl) iptniflr^ at lengTÎh!.ufadcrfto©d tkii 
greet truth. The meriîhandiae was diftmjdèncd of iilT the 
duties With which it hadhcen opprrfCed ; it jvarftccd from- 
all the fliBokle» ;«thich impeded its ciiculation^. and fben' it 
had a Ja^gé v«nt in all the markets. Sobii after ih»i the' 
Snglifii ^tmd no fale ibr their comtnoditîês. - The c6m^ 
of Madrid} wiihotft having failed in their thga^enieiits, will 
find themiclves, freed from a competition, which rendeted 
the* poflèiliê& çftwo large provinces ufelefs to: them.' ' The 
port of. Cadiz (bmetimes receives the wood dîr'c^ly 'from 
the placé it comes from \ but it Is more frequently fent to - 
Vtfra Cr^z,owhich is the true point b£ union beri^enMéX'' 
ko and SpàÎA^ \: • ./:...■' . ; 

- \Ol^ Vera Cntz fenred at ^rK fdr a // ù eUe/fy iy 
marl. This towo, founded by X^ortess on FetaCru^Hm 
the vei7 fpot where he firft latkled, is fita* MexUa. c^mmh' 
•ted oo tlic -border» of a nver^ which it niàaa nnA ■- 
dry one part of the yearj, bilt which in S/faini .^ 
che raîoyiêaib» 18 capable of rec^ivîog the * " 

largèll veffels. •'Hie -danger io Which the f<^men #ei*e ci^ ' 
pofedy in -à -fituâtion Where nothing defended them agamft 
the violence of the WmdB fo ^mmon In thefe latitudes, in^ 
duced the» V^. ^k for more fecure ^Iter, ivhich they . 
found eiehteien mi)es lower down on the famé coaft. There ' 
they built New Vera Cruzrat^eVcnty-two leagues diilancé 
from the capital of the empire. . • - ' 

New Ver» Cruz is, fituated in a climate rendered dîfai 
greeable and unwholefome by a' burning fun, and by fre* 
<)uent ilbrms. It h bounded on the north by diy fands, 
and OB the weft by nife^ioUs moraffes. The buildings are 
all of wood. The only inhabitants are, a moderate gaVrl« 
fon> fome agents of government, the' navigators arritini^ ' 
from £arope^ aiid the commiffioners that are neceifary^to 
receive and expedite the cargoes.- This harbcrur is^ formed. 
by Che fmall ifland of St. Juan de Ulloa. It hath the di£. ' 
•adu^^Mltftge of ^ot being able té Hold more than thirty o^ -* 
<|liit%r*Ste vffleby whk;h ^é not "altvays iheltéfed from thé 
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^n* «Me itApjÊtm^imeéi Tb^ fc« i» :tke ^^bèMirboî)^i« 

«Mli&r>iMlfe «^CQâ()klëlfriinRiàfi4gc/t>Ëtltt-ikinli0»ii'i^ 
quîftd by «MPfijroalrs ocpetieiicc^^imild'iwffîUy.lMiveitoiifc 
bled chetti to avoid fo man^r (badfc Scmw dcJpàrate.|MrMi^ 
iMmaf^fat^rifflétht ;4aee ni4';ts^ Mnrei*^;iffereitiitfif «on- 
ftniâed on the (korc;; ;vktre trigâiînt <}e]mack«re oD^tinft» 
itty Oli'^utsd fi»r tbe cottOKHi ïafcty^ .. ; .. 
** 14 Ift into tht» bad kaabom^ iithidt^ kt prûpedy. âte;<^OB^ 
«M there h in the gatf'9 that tlie fleatiacixr«a»/<Àe ddbÛMi» 
tiM ^ whnoh it ta lamiAi iMtzîfcc» <wt^ pvowûdna» Tfas 
fittp» that txiag thcm do aot haidmfvcçit&o^^ Thtijj^i 
fitted out at Cadûs^ with a coavoy, every tjirD^ thtiee» «fit 
Caur yearly as oocaiions and ctrcumftanccs requioe. They 
wft ofttafly from twelve to (aultota large neidianft Ihifii^ 
tfiooEted by t#D fliip»tof tfaeiitie« oriiy & f naater «u^ubcfi 
il|niblio tmiMjpiiUiiy be difttirbed or tànoalàed*. . 1& mèa 
to ^efent the dasgcra ta* which they m^ht be «oipafad m 
landing» by llie faurneBDies^ fcbey &A;aiitùom.&]paàm mum 
months of Febniary, May» or-. Jijfie« Ixi. thùc. paflàgc^ 
tbey take, to refrefluneiita at VmUh . Bjo$^ and arrùrej ahtt 
A Toyageof Seventy or. eighty >daf% -at Vera Craz«.iioui 
«rheace their wbdecar^ ta ecMwwf ed bf rmole» to Xal^>& 
. In thii «own^ which It fit^ated tf)>>>tlve heoipiies jiroA tbe 
herboUCy «i- ibe back :âf(.a . AoMotalQ^ and. «vbtt .kildt» k 
kept a fair» which was hmi^i by the ancient regitbtioaa to 
fix we^s, but which at prefeot Jafta £pttr«iiatb% âoA Which 
it fontk3tiinea<prohHigedrito a luftiaer .periodtu"»^ theliilieita- 
lion ,Ho(f the Sfianifh or.Mexieaci metùhêMu Whea the 
csonuaeiKsial traîifa<^ofkS are ^i&e^t: t^eitict^^ and ofeher 
avttckfi given >by. Mcjuco . is . «jroiiit^age for *xhti frùàmtàkm 
and merchaindise of .£urppe»>4ire ieÉ&..ti9.VJera.€rofl» wheiie 
.they ame embarked. Sot* oar hcBvirphefe. ^ The, iiesfona lor 
difipatehihi^ thèns^ a«e AOt aU.€<|i;^iiLy iaF<ftiiBbhw:> It wiMdd 
.bèi^ngeiiottitiQ^iiiUi tb £s» in Jiui^ niapCkB ^iAMgnftaad 
JSkptettibeivand iuft^ktriibk ta dé U ior Oi^«i)fr ànd^Noirçql- 
ib^^; J Thtt Jeet'slwaiys {takjss-^W'iW^ qjÇ^thçvHjiyaaiiabj 
sikeac^t iftjoilfed by^-v^eift.^i^ Cmf^b^pam 



^i^ft'ttttttfelvœ sink £^[g^r^\'fx>b3/coo$ia0ài9a$lt^^.9^3^ 
imnëoé^hf thé Khincbof /Onba^ Til^^il^artlhm^a^tkrp^Eb 
me ùxmm of 'Bofatrofe^ ihc^ ^comtm»»iiun^jcmHb^^tht^m 

pyiK%ed>€0' Cadiz. : ■ • -^ i • - . » . ' . i, .... 

•dKi9<xli8:coUf04i^:>Mticb:»i (ends «utvone or ttw<»k MU .«( 
war» which are called ai&Dgvca, to tinny ta ,KIa|î«A (bcj 
4piiokfiItepidu«tîvnKxfiafy.«iwiw^^ the tmafi$* - lliis 
fiiiblilivQt.>v9»QK^aall»f dcainr^from Pent ; ^nt ^ ccm»*. 
adSEons .wciv^T uncettaln^vil^dàairy and Xo< ofum ' â^ucbw 
k«t«i ^lliit a'a. If S4râti«nB^dgcdttA>^« n»oiie «pify^<nt>ta 
ind:it ifrom Surap» Tiir 'flûnefli o£ Gufkblc^nal^t £bit^ 
^Mmiflicd^thgfnwan»>> Thefe Wfere «fterwArds fo]r£ik«ft<£Mi 
iteiidamAÎnmaf JlilailriMv i» Efttamaidota. Tbeam^t 
Miésyianiiidrrttijniy 'cake-^iim&of.tke piodui:eo£.t^ 
nfas dntii«M-|ifen oiiidè fince tMdepanute of. the 
of tln»é«a»^ck]Mld /at credit fvanind^ attd^jtf obt fund^ 
«iiichd»M0ncait'iiicr«thaiiiftcboa£r to enplo)^ on rtbw 
0|m\aGDaMiitJiiinthe nnct espsdiÔMi. . The go)reiaifU|»«t«k«f 
faituaHyvMowsthrte m^fEt-màràmtetmÊs^ to aoeompai^ tbdè^ 
AipB.. ^rhtfir«Bihcd<«acg« ihooid ooKfift otfruks «nd Uquon/| 
bote, other trnportmi* /aitklce anr fiaduilaidf «Kroditted» 
3%efe netdiaiittiURi rtàm9i^% ttantn with lÉKfr* bdïafti uideft 
hff %wdxl fs«oor tS»e*f .ftixnM be dkiwvd I9>tftke in £mt 

... If tiieddpaiture of th« fleet be édaytd /^ioid Mbfuia^ 
eonvenience or policy, the court fends one of its fhipad&oin 
tbe Hàvsntnàb to Vera Cnift.- It thero tià*s charge of 
emy thing xhat helongirt<Éi'goiwfnaBeat, attd of^tbe atettia 
ifidck the debtors^ or if equating -ptrlbna, cboofe iaicmù, 
ikof^^ the new heixiîfphere ittio tiir o&d* 
* FTOia^.1746 to i75>5t om if&Kt mnk aoothdr» New S^b^ 
usa ta the mothci^ioouiitvy^ by the way; o£ Vera OrsK dldd 
:of Hoadwra^ €f%^\^^ïi^mè [Syéao^^fl. éi«.4ë.] 
3î4»^r5<5 C»3^9^' n^ M.] vtrf wjitoh went m gold 
4^i6si^4^7 Çi,8 tip^4U'7Bi 6d^3 i« ^hui^aùA 1*465^51$ 
C7<*^J9*^ ^iMi-jiii pBodttaioâ»v«|: the^rkc'in £i«»[mv 
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uiQf lhetpro^uâî«nti tWcee ^reto^ibe amDQBt of 5299200 
h^fm iât^og^L U9U.4<it3 ivr the crawn^.aivi f 79936»2i9 
CT47«(S4^^ ps..afi.] foe tAtc merehaittt* 
^iHi ilhck goU ;WtdiivcT* tbcffc.worc toUlie aoioiuit of 
»5 ,649,040 livres [1,048,7101.3 for trade, .12,0679007 
U?«r9 do2i7^iL'J9i. 9â.} foffi tbe agetitt of. the govcrQ- 
mcat^' QO .for prtvalsr fratfoaa.wfao:ff)«tikt.to rflfaiit their for- 
|Mne» to.£urop«^ aad 46,-480^000 Uvm |«70|COoL3 for the 
goveriunent^ . • . » - 

. The court of MadiidxacQ^otriaH oC^fi^einfg this; tribute m- 
«sesde |. aiid it 10 up^m the fgiiaviring; f c^iboa^ihat thie coi^ 
jeâure'i8.fttiuid<:d. j 

Mexico was formeriy withQttt«ii]F msMtof defence i for 
what wa« to be expeéicd from a fe>V iradeiineiQ, whom each 
city had put under arq[i%> when <lrbe ftate rwas threatened 
withaay danger W greaseVv of.kfii -.«Eu^ortancc/f ^Stx xegi» 
lkiciU4 of iofaiUry>aAd twajôficanUty YXfCiHaoaiianxktà'Qiac 
o£ thefe fcattcred.«Hhua|-;ili»d'j\wh^''hai« *£dcc been dtfci* 
pUned l>f offiocra feat .fto» Çittf^s^iiw/iTîaieiôctmded: ^ 
idcaàf9f Kpvetttinciftt.! i Mi!fi^iic<9liiHHQed.ii> th^ oeenpadom 
q£< ^larta i|i|d.io( ^ewnmof;^ .4îd^»çt. .afiffear :to' adFoBi.a 
{uffidfilitjfui^ft.'tq aiitb99t]r.r*.4odjiU «EBi:dcteaiDii6â ta 
nûG?» n the countrj^ildfeUi: twfinfa9^toiioniLb£iafinityy» «ad 
liBto.iK^taftenta of draggoQ^^iwhct &â«ld Jtaiiei.tmie other 
h^K.tbe^iUtaiy praf^&Hiii.. After ^{iface.of: 1765^ the 
goveiAoieot thought th«t a. piQpk fi^nBaiediiy^ idfeneiàaiMl 
by^ihf oUmaie were but ill adapted to war.^raBd thcj Heat 
/bme regular troops, from.- the. mothcftcountay into the co> 
losy. [This fyftem ia iiill followed» aud there are always 
three or four battalions from our continent at Mexico» 
which are only relieved after they have ft aid there four 
years. • 

To thefe means of prefervatioo ôthetfi have been added, 
notjlefs elFcâuaL «The.iâaftdof St. Juaii de UUoa» which 
forms the harbour of Vera Cru2, and which is to defend it,* 
had but a few bad fji>rtiâcatioB8. Thefe have been razed» 
Some extenfive and folid 'Works» calculated to- make the 
moft obitinate reû (lance, have been lately conftruéled upon 
their ruins, and in the body of the rock. If, contrary to 
every appearance, this bey of ^îexico. (hould be forced, the 
(Country, even after this inisfortuncy. \«oiiid not be without 
defence» At the diftance, of four-and-tweoty leagues from 
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the fea, and at the o{itiufig< of «be ntoimllHiM) iit" a ^m 
which nothing caoeonunand» the.fhundtttioiU.Xff tllc flftà|2^ 
nîficjent citadel of Perde' Were < laid in' 1770^ Tbélif£àl«£i 
the barracks, the magazines, avd everf ^rt nf it^' are 
bofnl>-|)rcK)f. " .''... *.' ,?t 

AccocdStig to ail appearances, the c&ort •of'£i&dnd1)ritt 
nerer le^n the Dùinibcr of troo|>« thcj keepiiti Ijitm Sj^^ttV 
but that part of the public revenue whieh *th|s fbriifiéatlaiifë 
ufed to abforb, cannot fail of increafing their tr^ato^ tttji^ 
lefs they fhonld employ them m the colony îtfetf, in fbrm* 
log fome atfeful eftabli(hment«« Alneady large idockaare 
opened upon the borders of the ^riyer Ah^nrado^ wlMe 
woods for Ihîp-bufldÎAff' «boand. This novelty i»^of for- 
tunate preûige, and wX undoubtedly be fi^lowed%^ tftben^sTe 
Fecha^s, after hating remained for three centufiei m a- date 
of opfnreifioQ or lethargy, Mexico will at length folfil the 
^ important deftinatioa to which it hath been fo lorfg gèlkd 
up in Tain by nature* la this comfortable hope, let ua take 
our leave of North Amciica, in order to get into the ibutli* 
«rn part of that continent, where we fl^ fee, by an ar^ 
langementof Provideace which will never change, the fame 
«ffefibB produced by the âime caufes, the kme animofities 
çxdtèd by the fame barbarity, theiamepreoantionfrfii|^#c4^ 
ted by the fame apprehenfîons, the fame oppositions raiféd 
hy the fame jealonues \ where we (hall fee one it>bfeery p.^ 
inff rife to another, one difgracé avenged by a fubfinjoeat 
di&race ; where wc fhall iliU fee ftupid pcrfeverance in evil| 
and find a Icfibn of unavailing experience. ' 



END OF TH£ SECOKP VQLU^« 
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